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S Lanka survive scare to beat W Indies
CHESTER-LE-STREET: Sri Lanka held off a West
Indies charge at Chester-le-Street yesterday to win
an exciting battle of two World Cup also-rans by 23
runs. Both teams came into the match aware they
could not reach the semi-finals but the Caribbean
side came close to pulling off the highest successful
chase in World Cup history.

Sri Lanka batted brightly to post an imposing total
of 338 for six in their 50 overs, thanks largely to
Avishka Fernando’s first one-day international centu-
ry. That total looked beyond the West Indies in the
early part of their innings but Nicholas Pooran dug
deep, also scoring his maiden ODI ton.

The West Indies found themselves in early trouble
at 22-2, with Sunil Ambris and Shai Hope back in the
dressing room, both dismissed by veteran fast bowler
Lasith Malinga. Chris Gayle flickered briefly but was
caught for 35 from a steepling top edge by Jeffrey
Vandersay off the bowling of Kasun Rajitha.

Pooran, 23, held the innings together but the West
Indies’ hopes were badly hit when Carlos Brathwaite
was unluckily run out when bowler Isuru Udana
diverted the ball into the stumps off his fingertips,
with the batsman well out of his ground.

The West Indies looked down and out at 199-6 in
the 35th over but Pooran put on 83 for the seventh

wicket with Fabian Allen to keep them in the hunt
before a second run-out. The Caribbean side needed
31 runs off the final three overs when captain Dimuth
Karunaratne summoned Angelo Mathews to bowl for
the first time in an ODI since 2017.

He struck with his first ball, removing a distraught
Pooran, who slashed at an innocuous wide delivery
and was caught behind by wicketkeeper Kusal Perera.
Earlier, Fernando hit a sparkling maiden ODI century,
with all of the top order chipping in to help him.

The 21-year-old reached three figures off exactly
100 balls with eight fours and two sixes but was
caught by Fabian Allen off the bowling of Sheldon

Cottrell for 104. Sri Lanka revived their fading hopes
of reaching the World Cup semi-finals by beating
England but a heavy defeat to South Africa and
results elsewhere ended their chances.

West Indies started the tournament with a thump-
ing seven-wicket win against Pakistan but have not
won a single match since, with their batsmen in par-
ticular letting them down. Australia are still the only
side mathematically certain of their place in the last
four, with India, New Zealand and England currently
occupying the other top-four slots.

Pakistan and Bangladesh still have a chance of pro-
gressing.  —AFP

Sri Lanka post an imposing total of 338 for six in 50 overs

CHESTER-LE-STREET: Sri Lanka’s Avishka Fernando (L) plays a shot as teammate Lahiru Thirimanne looks on during the 2019 Cricket World Cup group stage match between Sri Lanka and West Indies at the Riverside Ground, in Chester-le-Street, northeast England,
yesterday. —AFP

WIMBLEDON: Japan’s Naomi Osaka reaturns the ball to
Kazakhstan’s Yulia Putintseva during their women’s singles first
round match on the first day of the 2019 Wimbledon
Championships. —AFP

Osaka, Zverev, 
Tsitsipas crash 
on Wimbledon 
‘Black Monday’
LONDON: Naomi Osaka, Alexander
Zverev and Stefanos Tsitsipas crashed
out of Wimbledon on a black Monday
for the stars at the All England Club.
Japanese superstar slumped to a 7-6
(7/4), 6-2 defeat to 39th-ranked Yulia
Putintseva of Kazakhstan who had
defeated the world number two on
grass in Birmingham two weeks ago.

She was joined at the exit door by
German sixth seed Zverev and
Tsitsipas, the seventh seed, both play-
ers tipped as potential champions this
year. US Open and Australian Open
winner Osaka is the first top-two seed
to lose in the first round since Martina
Hingis in 2001.

The defeat follows her third round
exit at the French Open. “Can we stop
now? I think I am going to cry,” she
told reporters as she made a quick exit

from her post-match news conference.
Osaka has yet to make a final since

her Australian Open win in January.
“There are answers to questions

that you guys ask that I still haven’t
figured out yet,” she admitted.

Zverev, 22, lost 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, 7-5 to
Czech qualifier Jiri Vesely, the world
number 124. “Everything outside the
court affects you, I won’t get into
details now, but the last couple of days
have been very rough for me,” said
Zverev who has never got beyond the
last 16. Just 15 minutes after Zverev’s
defeat, 20-year-old Tsitsipas lost 6-4,
3-6, 6-4, 6-7 (8/10), 6-3 to world
number 89 Thomas Fabbiano of Italy.

Tsitsipas had reached the semi-
finals of the Australian Open in
January and the last-16 at Roland
Garros as well as the fourth round at
Wimbledon last year. “If I won today I
would not have deserved it. It should
have been over in three sets,” said
Tsitsipas. “I feel devastated.”

Canadian 18-year-old Felix Auger-
Aliassime kept ‘NextGen’ hopes alive
by beating Canadian compatriot Vasek
Pospisil 5-7, 6-2, 6-4, 6-3.

Victory made the 19th seed the first
player born in the 2000s to win a
match at Wimbledon.

Defending champion Novak
Djokovic got his campaign for a fifth
Wimbledon title off to a winning start
with newly-hired coaching team
recruit , and 2001 winner, Goran
Ivanisevic helping steer the ship.

Djokovic, chasing a fifth title at the
All England Club, saw off 35-year-old
Philipp Kohlschreiber of Germany 6-3,
7-5, 6-3. If his victory was routine,
there was nothing predictable about
Djokovic’s decision to bring Ivanisevic
into his inner sanctum over the week-
end. “I have always looked up to
Goran. When he won here in 2001, I
feel I was part of that as he had trained
in Germany at the same base as me
when I was 13-14,” said Djokovic.

“I feel as if I contributed to his victo-
ry,” joked Djokovic who next faces Denis
Kudla of the United States. Fourth seed
Kevin Anderson, runner-up to Djokovic
in 2018, eased into the second round
beating Pierre-Hugues Herbert of France
6-3, 6-4, 6-2. Anderson will now play
Serbia’s Janko Tipsarevic who registered
his first win at the tournament in seven
years when he defeated Japan’s Yoshihito
Nishioka 6-4, 6-7 (2/7), 6-2, 5-7, 6-2.

In the women’s event, third seed
Karolina Pliskova made it through,
beating China’s Zhu Lin 6-2, 7-6 (7/4).

Czech former world number one
Pliskova, fresh from winning the
Eastbourne title, has never got past
the fourth round at Wimbledon.

Slovakia’s Magdalena Rybarikova, a
semi-finalist in 2017, put out 10th
seeded Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus 6-
2, 6-4 in just 70 minutes. Also heading
home was French Open runner-up and
16th seed Marketa Vondrousova. The
19-year-old Czech lost 6-4, 6-4 to
America’s Madison Brengle who is
used to pulling off Wimbledon shocks
having knocked out two-time winner
Petra Kvitova in 2017.

Former French Open champion
Simona Halep overcame an injury
scare to make the second round with a
6-4, 7-5 win over Aliaksandra
Sasnovich.

Halep, seeded seven and a semi-
finalist in 2014, needed to have her
left ankle strapped after a worrying
fall  on Court One. Later Monday,
five-time champion Venus Williams,
now 39, who first played at the All
England Club in 1997, takes on 15-
year-old compatriot Cori Gauff. Gauff
is the youngest player ever to have
qualified for Wimbledon and comes
into the tournament ranked at 313 in
the world. —AFP


