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USA and Jamaica win 
close contests to 
set up s-final clash
LOS ANGELES: Weston McKennie scored in the first
half as the USA dodged a bullet by edging upstart
Curacao 1-0 Sunday to reach the semi-finals of the
2019 CONCACAF Gold Cup tournament. The unbeaten
Americans recorded their fourth straight shutout victo-
ry but the tiny Caribbean island of Curacao gave them
their biggest test of the tournament so far.

The US looked sluggish in the second half at
Lincoln Financial Field Stadium in Philadelphia and
needed some superb goalkeeping from Zack Steffen to
move on.  They advance to face Jamaica who beat
Panama by the same 1-0 score in the other quarter-
final on Sunday.

“It wasn’t one of our best games but it is about mov-
ing on and that’s what we did,” McKennie. McKennie
scored in the 25th minute, finding open space near the
back post and heading home a perfectly-timed cross
from teammate Christian Pulisic. McKennie said the
play is something they work on in training.

“He (Pulisic) likes to cut in a lot and I like to make
late runs into the box,” said McKennie. “I always tell
him when he cuts in to look for me around the back
post.”  Curacao, who were the surprise second place
finishers in Group B, controlled most of the play in the
second half as they pressed for the equalizer.

Steffen faced more shots on Sunday than the US
faced in the entire group stage. Curacao came close to
levelling the score in the 84th minute when Leandro
Bacuma weaved around a couple of defenders and
aimed his shot for the top corner but Steffan made a
desperate stab at the ball and managed to deflect it
over the crossbar with his finger tips.

Curacao had the Americans on their heels and for
awhile it looked like they might have a chance to follow

Haiti, who knocked out Canada, and score a big upset.
“We fought like lions. We did everything to win,” said
Curacao’s Cuco Martina. 

Elsewhere, Jamaica moved a step closer to reaching
their third straight Gold Cup final as they booked their
spot in the semis on Sunday with a 1-0 victory over
Panama. Darren Mattocks converted a penalty in the
75th minute for Jamaica, who won their group but
struggled to do so after playing to draws with El

Salvador and Curacao.
The Reggae Boyz got a break Sunday when

Panama’s Michael Amir Murillo was called for a contro-
versial hand ball as he was challenging Mattocks for a
header at Lincoln Financial Field. The Jamaican players
then argued over who would take the penalty kick
before Mattocks won out. He made no mistake, pushing
it into the open side after Panama keeper Luis Mejia
guessed wrong.  —AFP

Morgan happy to 
sacrifice Golden 
Boot for team glory 
LYON: Alex Morgan says she would be happy to
forgo the Golden Boot for top scorer at the
women’s World Cup if it meant the United States
retained their title in France, as she prepares for
today’s semi-final showdown with England.

Striker Morgan is the tournament’s joint leading
scorer alongside in-form teammate Megan
Rapinoe, England’s Ellen White and the already-
eliminated Australia’s Sam Kerr with five goals, but
has not found the net since hitting five in the
Americans’ record 13-0 thrashing of Thailand.

“I’d like someone on our team to win the Golden
Boot,” Morgan said at Sunday’s pre-match press
conference.

“It would be a great accolade but that’s not my
goal, my goal is to help this team win a World Cup,
so as long as the goals continue to come then I’m
happy. And that’s not goals continuing to come for
me, but this team.”

Rapinoe has joined Morgan at the top of the
charts after carrying the USA to the last-four meet-
ing with Phil Neville’s side, scoring all four goals in
their tense 2-1 wins over Spain and France in the
previous rounds.

Morgan was substituted at half-time of the
USA’s final group game with Sweden and has not
looked on top form, although she played a key role
in Rapinoe’s brace at the Parc des Princes on
Friday.

She won the free-kick from which Rapinoe gave
her side a fifth minute lead, and set Tobin Heath
through to lay on the 33-year-old for her decisive
second.

“Megan Rapinoe has put this team on her back
from Spain to France and it’s going to take players
like that and a couple of individuals to step up and
help carry this team,” Morgan added.

USA coach Jill Ellis insisted that her team is not
an arrogant one after her staff were seen checking
out England’s team hotel in Lyon to use for the final
should they win today.

Reminded of defender Ali Krieger saying the
USA had such a deep squad they had the best and
second best team in the world, she said: “I don’t
think it’s in any way an arrogant team.

“They know they have to earn everything,” she
added. “(They know) that we’ve got tough oppo-
nents as we did the other night and we have to earn
every right to win this tournament.” —AFP

LYON: England’s Lucy Bronze said the two years
spent fine-tuning her talent at leading club side Lyon
have helped her become one of the top stars in the
women’s game as she prepares for today’s World Cup
semi-final against the United States in her adopted
home city.

Bronze is one of the focal points of Phil Neville’s
English team who are hoping to reach a first ever
World Cup final when they take on the holders in
Lyon, the city Bronze has called home since moving to
Europe’s dominant club from Manchester City in 2017.

“I think the player that I was two years ago, I had a
desire to win and I’ve always had that competitive-
ness, but going to Lyon I had to change my game for
the better,” Bronze said at a packed news conference
yesterday ahead of the hotly anticipated semi-final.

The 27-year-old, whose goal in England’s 3-0
quarter-final victory over Norway was one of the
highlights of the tournament, has won back-to-back
French titles and consecutive Champions Leagues
with Lyon.

The club who have been European champions six
times in a row contributed seven members of the
French World Cup squad, while Ballon d’Or winner

Ada Hegerberg-missing from the tournament due to a
dispute with her Norwegian federation-also plays
alongside Bronze.

It is also the home of Germany’s Dzsenifer
Marozsan, the midfielder who Bronze ranks as the
best in the women’s game. “I have played with all the
best players, all the superstars that are around in the
world now, and I studied them. I wanted to get better
on the ball, I wanted to get my technique better, and
they are probably the reasons why I scored that goal
the other night,” she said.

The full-back revealed she has received messages
of support from her club, including from Gerard
Houllier, the former Liverpool manager who has spent
the last few years working as an advisor at Lyon.
While admitting that she has not yet mastered French,
Bronze has benefited hugely from the “world-class”
players around her in the Lyon dressing room, notably
star France defender Wendie Renard.

“She walks into a room and you just feel her pres-
ence,” Bronze said. “There is a lot of leadership.
You’ve got Saki Kumagai, who is the Japanese cap-
tain, and I think that’s something that I’ve been asked
to do more now at England and I’ve been able to learn

off all these great captains from all over the world.”

‘DESTINED’ FOR THE FINAL? 
From her position at right-back, today, Bronze will

come directly up against USA star Megan Rapinoe,
who scored all of her team’s goals in the wins over
Spain and France in the last two rounds. Nevertheless,
Bronze promised not to change her attacking style as
England seek to make up for the disappointment of
losing the 2015 World Cup semi-final to Japan. They
also lost in the semi-finals of Euro 2017.

“It is an amazing achievement to be able to do it on
a consistent basis, but we are short of that last step,
we have still got that hunger,” said Bronze, who played
alongside US star Tobin Heath during a stint at college
level on the other side of the Atlantic a decade ago.

In contrast to England, while the USA are the hold-
ers, the Netherlands are the reigning European cham-
pions and Sweden reached the Olympic final in 2016.
However, said Bronze, that could mean it  was
England’s turn.

“These are three teams who have reached finals in
recent years, so we probably have that edge, we’re maybe
more destined to go to a final in that respect.” —AFP

England’s q-final victory over Norway was one of the highlights of the tournament

England star Bronze revels in 
return ‘home’ for WCup s-final

LYON: England’s defender Lucy Bronze speaks during a press
conference in Lyon, yesterday, during the France 2019
Women’s Football World Cup. England will face USA in the next
semi-final football match of the France 2019 Women’s World
Cup today. —AFP

PHILADELPHIA: Tyler Boyd No 21 of the United States passes in front of Darryl Lachman No 4 of Curacao
during the first half of the CONCACAF Gold Cup Quarterfinals match at Lincoln Financial Field in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. —AFP

Salah scores as 
Egypt maintain 
perfect Cup of 
Nations record
CAIRO: Mohamed Salah scored from a free-kick as
host nation Egypt defeated Uganda 2-0 in Cairo
Sunday to win Group A at the Africa Cup of Nations
with a perfect three-win record.  Pre-tournament
favourites Egypt will remain in Cairo for the round of 16
and play one of the best four third-place finishers next
Saturday. After prolific Liverpool scorer Salah put
Egypt ahead against the run of play on 36 minutes,
captain Ahmed Elmohamady added a second just
before half-time. Uganda had plenty of possession in
both halves and often threatened to score without man-
aging to put the ball in the net.  

Egypt topped the final standings with nine points
and Uganda came next with four to also qualify auto-
matically for the knockout phase.  The Democratic
Republic of Congo came third with three points after
trouncing Zimbabwe 4-0 in another Cairo stadium.

Elmohamady said: “Nine points out of three games is
something Egypt is used to - the difficult part is what
comes next. “As of tomorrow, we will start to prepare,
regardless of the team we will meet in the last 16.

“We scored five goals in three matches and kept
three clean sheets. For me these are good numbers.”
Uganda were more impressive than Egypt for the first
30 minutes on a hot night at a packed 75,000-capacity
Cairo International Stadium. 

Goalkeeper Mohamed Elshenawy did well to push a
sizzling, long-range Allan Kyambadde drive over at the
expense of a corner. Abdu Lumala was a constant
threat for the Cranes and had a shot and a header saved
in quick succession with the Pharaohs defence not its
normal assured self.

Salah then turned the tide toward the record seven-
time African champions by lifting a free-kick over a
defensive wall and past goalkeeper Denis Onyango into
the corner of the net. It was the second goal of the
tournament for the Egyptian idol and Elmohamady
notched his second in first-half stoppage time.

A low cross eluded two Egyptians, including Salah,
but fell to Elmohamady, who unleashed a low shot that

took a slight deflection en route to the far corner of the
net. It was a massive blow for the Ugandans, who did
not deserve to be two goals behind as they walked to
the changerooms.

The pace of Salah gave him a chance to score his
second goal soon after the break, but Onyango made a
superb one-hand block to foil the 2018 African
Footballer of the Year. Uganda regained their compo-
sure to cause constant problems for the home team, but
lacked a clinical finisher like Salah.

Earlier, Africa Cup of Nations newcomers
Madagascar pulled off a stunning upset of powerhous-
es Nigeria with a 2-0 win over the three-time former
champions to clinch a place in the last 16. Lalaina
Nomenjanahary gave Madagascar a shock 12th-minute

lead in Alexandria and Charles Andriamatsinoro sealed
the victory.

At the 30 June Stadium in Cairo, the Democratic
Republic of Congo put a two-loss start to the tourna-
ment behind them with a 4-0 triumph over Zimbabwe,
the biggest of the competition so far.

Jonathan Bolingi punished a blunder by goalkeeper
Elvis Chipezeze to head the Congolese Leopards in
front on four minutes and Cedric Bakambu added a
second before half-time.  China-based Bakambu netted
again midway through the second half and Britt
Assombalonga added a fourth. The Congolese will
know only tonight after the final group matches
whether they are among the best four third-place fin-
ishers and remain in the competition. —AFP

CAIRO: Egypt’s forward Mohamed Salah (L) vies for the ball with Uganda’s midfielder Michael Azira dur-
ing the 2019 Africa Cup of Nations (CAN) Group A football match between Uganda and Egypt at the Cairo
International Stadium in the Egyptian capital. —AFP

Southampton sign 
Ings on permanent 
deal from Liverpool
LONDON: Southampton have signed striker Danny
Ings from Liverpool on a permanent deal after an
impressive loan spell at St Mary’s, the Premier League
club said yesterday.

Ings joined the south coast side on a season-long
loan in August 2018, and the club yesterday said it has
now signed the player on a three-year deal.

British media reported the Saints paid Liverpool 20
million pounds ($25.3 million) for the 26-year-old. Ings,
who scored seven league goals in 24 games with the
Saints last season, reported back at their training base
for the first day of pre-season yesterday and said he
was happy with the move.

“It feels good,” Ings, who has one England cap to his name,
told the club website https://southamptonfc.com/news/2019-
07-01/announcement-danny-ings-southampton-liverpool-
permanent-transfer-completed.

“Obviously being here for a season already, I felt like
it was very up and down for me personally, with a few
niggles and small injuries, and that was off the back of
not having a strong pre-season.

“Now I’ve signed permanently, I feel great. I’ve
looked after myself over the summer, and I’m just raring
to go for the new season.” —Reuters


