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India defend Dhoni after limp end 
to England World Cup chase

BIRMINGHAM: India team bosses yesterday defended
M.S. Dhoni after the wicketkeeper-batsman came
under fire for slow batting towards the end of his side’s
World Cup defeat to England.

Chasing a stiff target 338 to win, previously unbeat-
en India needed 71 runs from the last five overs of
Sunday’s match at Edgbaston, with veteran big-hitter
Dhoni and Kedar Jadhav at the crease.  But the pair
added just 39, scrambling singles but failing to find the
boundary regularly, to finish on 306-5. Dhoni was
unbeaten on 42 off 31 deliveries while Jadhav was 12
not out off 13 balls.

The two batsmen were criticised in the Indian press
and on social media, with pundits labelling their
approach as “baffling”. But assistant coach Sanjay
Bangar said the criticism levelled at the former captain
surprised him, adding that 37-year-old Dhoni was
“doing the job for the team”.

“Except for one odd innings, he has done the role
always. Five out of seven games he has done the job for
the team,” said Bangar. “If you see the earlier games,
against South Africa he stitched together a partnership
of 70 (the partnership was 74) with Rohit (Sharma).
After that, what was required of him against Australia
he did that.

“In Manchester on a difficult track (against West
Indies) he got a vital fifty for us. Here also he was strik-
ing the ball really well. I’m surprised that this question
continues to come up every now and then.”

A powerful middle-order batsman who led India to
World Cup glory at Mumbai’s Wankhede Stadium in
2011, Dhoni’s finishing prowess has recently been ques-
tioned. Earlier in the current tournament he faced flak
for his slow knock against Afghanistan, when he scored
just 28 off 52 deliveries. Bangar said England’s excellent

bowling was the reason for India’s struggles in
Birmingham, rather than Dhoni’s alleged lack of intent.

“If you look at the way they bowled towards the end,
they used the dimensions really well and created diffi-
cult angles for our batters to hit,” said Bangar.

“In those large boundaries and with the type of balls
they were bowling-slower bouncers, a lot of into-the-
wicket deliveries, slower balls, I just felt maybe last one
or two overs, the difference between runs required and
balls left were a bit too much.”

Rising star Rishabh Pant impressed with his cameo
at number four and Bangar said the young batsman
would keep his place in the side for Tuesday’s match
against Bangladesh, also at Edgbaston.

The 21-year-old Pant, who joined the team in the
middle of the tournament after an injury to opener
Shikhar Dhawan, made 32 off 29 balls.  India need one
win from their remaining two matches to guarantee a
place in the World Cup semi-finals.

Meanwhile, India all-rounder Vijay Shankar has been
ruled out of the rest of the World Cup, with Mayank
Agarwal announced on Monday as his replacement in
the 15-man squad. “Vijay Shankar sustained a non-dis-
placed fracture of the left big toe, which will require a
minimum of three weeks to heal. The injury rules him
out of the ongoing World Cup,” said a statement from
the Board of Control for Cricket in India.

Shankar was hit on the foot by a yorker from pace-
man Jasprit Bumrah during a training session in
Southampon on June 19 and was not in the team for
India’s defeat to England at Edgbaston on Sunday.

Shankar played three matches at the tournament in
England and Wales, against Pakistan, Afghanistan and
the West Indies, but did not bowl in his last two
matches. The 28-year-old Agarwal, a top-order bats-

man, has played two Tests but is yet to play a one-
day international.

Injuries have troubled India throughout their
World Cup campaign, with opener Shikhar Dhawan
earlier forced out of the tournament with a broken
thumb. Fast bowler Bhuvneshwar Kumar suffered a

hamstring strain against Pakistan and has not played
since but he is fit and will be available for selection
for India’s next game, against Bangladesh in
Birmingham today. Virat Kohli’s India need to win one
of their remaining two matches to guarantee a semi-
final spot in the 10-team event. — AFP

BIRMINGHAM: India’s captain Virat Kohli ((L) speaks with teammate and wicketkeeper Mahendra Singh Dhoni
during the 2019 Cricket World Cup group stage match between England and India at Edgbaston in Birmingham,
central England. —AFP

NEW YORK: Rory McIlroy has little interest in follow-
ing Jason Day’s example and teaming up with a so-
called superstar caddie, the Northern Irishman said in
the wake of Day’s decision to hire the sport’s best
known bagman.

Day coaxed Steve Williams out of retirement start-
ing at the recent US Open, saying he thought the veter-
an caddie’s experience would be an asset as he tried to
play his way back to world number one status. Williams
caddied for Tiger Woods in 13 of the American’s 15
major victories.

Day’s decision to hire Williams raised the question
of whether other top players might follow suit, perhaps
trying to lure someone such as Jim ‘Bones’ Mackay,
who worked for Phil Mickelson for 25 years.

McIlroy has been using his lifelong friend Harry
Diamond for nearly two years now, with the Northern
Irishman saying that he no longer needed an old hand
on the bag. “Maybe back in the day when I wasn’t as
experienced, but I’ve been on tour for 12 years,”
McIlroy said in a recent interview with Reuters.

“Caddies don’t hit the shots. I want someone out
there I’m comfortable with first and foremost that’s the
big thing for me and that’s why I have Harry on the
bag.” Diamond is expected to work for McIlroy at next
week’s Scottish Open and the following week’s British
Open at Royal Portrush, where McIlroy shattered the
course record with an 11-under-par 61 in the 2005
North of Ireland Amateur Championship.

McIlroy, 30, has not tasted victory in one of golf’s
four biggest championships since 2014. His previous
caddie J.P. Fitzgerald was on the bag at all four of
McIlroy’s major victories between 2011-14. But
McIlroy, speaking in his role as ambassador for GOLF-
PASS, an NBC subscription website which will have
live streaming video of every shot by the player at the
Scottish Open, said Diamond brought an extra asset to
the job. “Having someone by your side that actually
knows the game and knows how to play the game, and
can sort of see different shots, and have a feeling of
what way a ball’s going to come out of a certain lie in
the rough, all of that stuff (is an asset),” he said of
Diamond, who was a top-level amateur player. “Harry’s
my best friend. We were best man at both of our wed-
dings. I’m comfortable out there with him and feel like
he does a better job. “I don’t envision a day where I go
to a superstar caddie, or a well-known caddie. I just
don’t think it’s in my approach.”  — Reuters

McIlroy sees
no need for
superstar caddie

Mayank Agarwal replaces injured Vijay Shankar in India World Cup squad

KUWAIT: Kuwait Journalists
Association (KJA)’s secretary
and head of the sport media
committee, Adnan Al-Rashed
congratulates the Olympic
Committee board of directors
headed by Sheikh Fahad Al-
Ansser Al-Sabah for winning
the new tenure of 2019-2023
wishing them success in lead-
ing Kuwait’s sports move-
ment and achieving the sub-
stantial shift forward antici-
pated by the Kuwaiti public opinion. 

Al-Rashed also thanked the previous board under
Sheikh Talal Al-Fahad for their sincere efforts exerted
during their four year tenure.  

KJA congratulates 
KOC new chief, board 

BIRMINGHAM: Skipper Mashrafe Mortaza says
Bangladesh will have to raise their game against a
strong India side today if they are retain any chance of
reaching the World Cup semi-finals.

Mashrafe’s side have seven points after three wins
and a washout, three points behind fourth-placed
England. To retain any chance of qualifying from the
10-team group phase they need to win both of their
final fixtures, against India and Pakistan, and hope
results elsewhere go in their favour.

“India are very strong in this World Cup and it is not
going to be easy but we have to play hard and be at
100 percent in every area,” he said. “Are we going to
still be in it? Maybe, maybe not. Let’s see but we have

to play better than what we have done so far.”
Shakib Al Hasan, the world’s top-rated all-rounder in

one-day internationals, has scored 476 runs and picked
up 10 wickets in the tournament. “Shakib has been
doing whatever he can do,” said Mashrafe. “He has
been doing everything in batting, bowling and fielding.
He has been the best performer at this World Cup.

“There is much left and hopefully he can do whatev-
er he has done and finish on a good level.” England
handed India their first defeat of the tournament at
Edgbaston on Sunday, blunting their spin attack to rack
up 337-7, with the home batsmen making the most of a
short boundary on one side.

But Mashrafe, whose side will take on India on the
same ground in Birmingham, said they had their own
plans against the two-time champions. “The Indian
spinners are doing a lot better if you look at their stats
in the last two, three years. Both (Yuzvendra Chahal and
Kuldeep Yadav) are doing very well,” said Mashrafe.

“We can’t think just because England did it we will
and get success. Our batting has been very good and
we will stick to the plan. “Maybe against New Zealand
we could have done better but the way we are playing
we should stick to our plan. England stuck to their plan,
we stuck to ours.” — AFP

Mashrafe urges 
Bangladesh to 
raise game for 
must-win clash

Mashrafe Mortaza

LONDON: Marcus Rashford committed his long-term
future to Manchester United yesterday by agreeing a
new four-year contract with the option for a further
year. The 21-year-old’s previous deal was due to expire
in 2020 and the England striker had attracted interest
from Barcelona among others across Europe.

However, United have reportedly committed to a
bumper contract worth £250,000 ($317,000) a week
to ensure that Rashford remains at Old Trafford.
Rashford has scored 45 goals in 170 appearances since
breaking into the United first team as an 18-year-old.

“Manchester United has been everything in my life
since I arrived here at the age of seven. This club has
shaped me, both as a player and as a person, so it is
such a privilege every time I get the opportunity to

wear the shirt,” said Rashford in a club statement.
Rashford has been handed a more prominent role

since Ole Gunnar Solskjaer replaced Jose Mourinho as
manager in December. And Rashford hailed the
Norwegian’s influence for keeping him at his hometown
club after a previously stormy relationship with
Mourinho.

“I want to thank Ole and his staff for everything they
have done for me; they are the perfect group of coach-
es to learn from as I continue my development and look
to push on to the next level,” added Rashford.

“I will be giving everything I have to help get this
club back to where it belongs and deliver the success
that our fans deserve.” United are in need of a major
rebuild after finishing sixth in the Premier League last
season to miss out on Champions League qualification.

However, Solskjaer is keen to construct his squad
around a core of young British talent and, after the
signings of Aaron Wan-Bissaka and Daniel James,
retaining Rashford is an another important step in the
right direction for the Red Devils.

“Marcus is one of the most talented English players
of his generation,” said Solskjaer. “He is an outstanding
player; blessed with natural pace and energy.”— AFP
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LYON: The Netherlands have recov-
ered their flow at the women’s World
Cup after feeling the pressure from
being European champions, forward
Vivianne Miedema said yesterday
ahead of their maiden semi-final clash
against Sweden.

The Dutch upset the odds to win the
Euros on home soil two years ago, their
first title in women’s football, but looked
far from their best at the start of their
second World Cup, despite going on to
top Group E.

Miedema, who plays for English
champions Arsenal, said the rough start
was behind them as they looked for-
ward to facing a Swedish side they
knocked out in the quarter-finals of that
triumphant Euro 2017 campaign.

“At the Euros no one really expected
a lot from us. Once we started winning,
our country stood behind and we just
kind of got in that flow,” Miedema, who
is the all-time top scorer for her coun-
try with 60 goals, told a news confer-
ence. “And we came here and in Holland

everyone said ‘oh they’l l  be world
champions’ and that gave us a lot of
pressure. “In the first couple of games
we didn’t always play good football but
we still got nine points and we are in the
semi-finals right now so I think you can
say we’re back in that flow.”

Coach Sarina Wiegman, who took
charge in January 2017 and oversaw the
rise in the world rankings from 12th to
8th, said the team had no choice but to
adapt to the extra scrutiny.

“Since we won the Euros we’ve
become much more visible, we have
more media attention for our team and
it’s become part of our lives right now
and we need to deal with it and get bet-
ter every game, so that’s what we’re
working on,” Wiegman said.

The 49-year-old, a former midfielder
who in 2001 became the first Dutch
woman play 100 internationals, said she
was hopeful influential striker Lieke
Martens would play a part in
Wednesday’s match despite carrying a
toe injury.—Reuters

Dutch back in the groove: Miedema

LONDON: Former New Zealand star
Daniel Vettori insists his country are still
World Cup contenders despite their recent
stumbles. New Zealand suffered their sec-
ond defeat of the tournament against
Australia at Lord’s on Saturday, losing by
86 runs against the holders after a defeat
to Pakistan in their previous game.

The Black Caps are not assured of a
semi-final berth with one game left against
title rivals England next week. But Vettori
remains confident the 2015 World Cup
runners-up will stay calm ahead of the
England clash and should be capable of
advancing to the knockout stages.

“I still definitely feel that this New
Zealand side can make history and win it
all,” Vettori said in an ICC Media column.
“Two losses at this stage will be tough to
take but they have been so good for so
long and have so many experienced play-
ers that I am sure they will pull through.

“It is a bit tighter now, but I still think
they will feel pretty confident. Even if
every result goes against them, their net

run rate should still put them into the
semi-finals. “The nature of this New
Zealand team for an extended period of
time now has been to stay pretty constant,
to not panic.”

Vettori says New Zealand have been
playing well enough not to lose faith in
their game-plan. “They will understand
that they have played some really good
cricket in this tournament,” he said.  “They
will need to call on all their nous to get
through against the hosts.

“But even if they don’t win against
England and go through via net run rate, or
other results going their way, I still think
they will walk into the semi-finals thinking
they can beat anyone on their day.”

Vettori’s main concern is New Zealand’s
ability to score enough runs to put oppo-
nents in trouble on slow pitches, with the
Black Caps yet to reach 300 in the tourna-
ment. “The only question mark for them will
be the surfaces they were playing on. It
looks like across the board the surfaces are
getting lower and slower,” he said.—AFP

Vettori urges NZ not to 
panic after World Cup blow


