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MP Yousef Al-Fadhalah warned the interior minister
that MPs will investigate the history of all naturalized
people to ensure there is no political purpose for the
law. Similar legislations are passed every year, but the
government rarely uses them, keeping the problem of
120,000 stateless people or bedoons unresolved.
Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah last
year said the government found only 100 people who
fulfilled the conditions.

The Assembly also passed a law to regulate the pro-

fession of lawyers amid some controversy. The
Assembly rejected an amendment by the legal and leg-
islative committee to bar graduates of the Islamic
Studies College from becoming lawyers as has been the
case for years. MPs voted to scrap the amendment. For
the first time, the law bars MPs, members of the
Municipal Council and university law professors from
practicing law or opening legal firms while in office. 

The Assembly also passed a law banning the transfer
of non-profit companies into commercial firms. MPs
also passed two laws to regulate the insurance market
and another on regulating accounting. Lawmakers also
passed for the first time a law regulating the personal
status affairs of Shiites. The law provides solutions
based on Shiite religious beliefs. The Assembly contin-
ues to meet today, when it is expected to debate the
state budget before it winds up the current term tomor-
row, when MPs are scheduled to vote on a no-confi-
dence motion against the finance minister.

MPs pass laws
on bedoons...

Continued from Page 1

In January, Al-Mustaqbal issued its last print version
20 years after being established by late billionaire pre-
mier Rafiq Al-Hariri. In September last year, political
daily Al-Anwar disappeared from print after nearly 60
years due to “financial losses”. In June 2018, prestigious
pan-Arab newspaper Al-Hayat closed its Lebanon

offices, where it was first founded in 1946 before later
becoming Saudi owned. Its printing presses in Beirut
stopped the same month, leaving its international ver-
sion only available online.

In late 2016, Lebanese newspaper As-Safir closed 42
years after publishing its first edition, with the founder
saying it had run out of funds. “A newspaper can’t be a
commercial enterprise in Lebanon,” said Charbel,
explaining that the country’s economy and the many
challenges ailing the print media sector make profitabili-
ty nearly impossible. But “the newspaper still has an
important place despite the decline of print media”, the
editor-in-chief said. “I think there is trust in newspapers,
and the proof is that the most read news websites are
operated by newspapers,” he added.  — AFP 
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The International Atomic Energy Agency yesterday
confirmed Iran had exceeded the limit that the deal had
imposed on its stockpile of low-enriched uranium (LEU).
The IAEA “verified on July 1 that Iran’s total enriched
uranium stockpile exceeded 300 kilograms”, a
spokesperson said. A diplomat in Vienna, where the UN’s
nuclear watchdog is based, told AFP that Iran had
exceeded the limit by two kilograms.

World powers were quick to react. Russia’s deputy
foreign minister, Sergei Ryabkov, said Iran’s move was a
cause for “regret” but also “a natural consequence of
recent events” and a result of the “unprecedented pres-
sure” imposed by the US. “One mustn’t dramatize the sit-
uation,” Ryabkov said in comments reported by Russian
news agencies. Moscow is a close ally of Tehran and has
previously called on European signatories of the nuclear
agreement to respect the deal despite the US pullout.

Britain’s Foreign Minister Jeremy Hunt said on Twitter
that London was “deeply worried” and urged Iran to
refrain from taking any further steps outside the terms of
the 2015 nuclear deal. “UK remains committed to making

deal work (and) using all diplomatic tools to deescalate
regional tensions. I urge Iran to avoid any further steps
away” the nuclear deal and “come back into compliance,”
he said. On Friday, the European Union said after a crisis
meeting aimed at salvaging the deal that a special pay-
ment mechanism set up to help Iran skirt the sanctions,
known as INSTEX, was finally “operational” and that the
first transactions were being processed. But “the
Europeans’ efforts were not enough, therefore Iran will
go ahead with its announced measures”, Zarif said. INS-
TEX, which “is just the beginning” of their commitments,
has not yet been fully implemented, he added.

The 2015 deal saw Iran commit never to acquire an
atomic bomb, to accept drastic limits on its nuclear pro-
gram and submit to IAEA inspections in exchange for a
partial lifting of crippling international sanctions. But US
President Donald Trump’s unilateral withdrawal from the
deal on May 8, 2018 - and subsequent sanctions - have
deprived Iran of the economic benefits it expected and
plunged it into recession.

Exactly a year after the US withdrew, President Hassan
Rouhani said Iran would temporarily cease to limit its
stocks of heavy water and low-enriched uranium. Iran has
also threatened to start enriching uranium above the
agreed maximum purification level of 3.67 percent from
July 7. That remains far short of the 90 percent purity
required to build a weapon. The latest tensions coincide
with a buildup of US forces in the Gulf and a series of
incidents including Iran’s shooting down of a US drone it
claimed had entered its airspace. — AFP 
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The announcement was greeted warily by senior
Palestinian official Hanan Ashrawi, who warned Oman
against using the new embassy as a step towards
establishing formal relations with Israel. “If this has a
political price attached then certainly there will be ram-
ifications,” she said. Mutual concerns about Shiite Iran
have lately highlighted common interests between some
Arab countries and Israel. In an apparently unprece-
dented step, a handful of Israeli journalists invited by
the White House flew openly to Bahrain last week for a
US-sponsored workshop unveiling economic planks of
a broader plan for Israeli-Palestinian peace. The Gulf
state has no diplomatic relations with Israel.

Yesterday, the Israeli foreign ministry said in a state-
ment that Foreign Minister Israel Katz had visited Abu
Dhabi for a UN climate conference, where he met
United Nations chief Antonio Guterres and an unnamed
“high ranking UAE official” to discuss bilateral ties as

well as the Iranian threat, his office said. The United
Arab Emirates does not have formal diplomatic ties
with the Jewish state but Israeli Culture Minister Miri
Regev paid a visit to Abu Dhabi in October. The state-
ment did not say when Katz was there but described
his visit as the first by a senior Israeli minister since the
Bahrain conference.

Iran announced yesterday it had amassed more low-
enriched uranium than permitted under its 2015 deal
with major powers, its first major step in violation of the
deal since the United States pulled out of it more than a
year ago. Cohen reaffirmed Israel’s policy that it would
not allow its arch-foe to get a bomb. “The Mossad or
the State of Israel did not sign the nuclear deal (and)
will do everything to ensure that Iran will never have
nuclear weaponry,” he said. Iran denies ever seeking to
acquire a nuclear bomb.

“Currently, it’s about uranium enrichment at a rela-
tively low percentage, and in amounts that are not
large. The threat is to step up enrichment and increase
the amounts,” Cohen said, speaking before news of the
enrichment breach. “Just imagine what will happen if
the material stockpiled by the Iranians becomes fission-
able, at military-enrichment grade, and then an actual
bomb. The Middle East, and then the entire world, will
be a different place. Therefore, the world must not
allow this to happen.” — Agencies 
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- a ritual to purify and celebrate the catch. Vessels
left from other ports elsewhere in Japan yestrday,
including in Shimonoseki in the west of the country, and
whalers and government officials hailed the resumption
of the hunts.

“I’m a bit nervous but happy that we can start whal-
ing,” 23-year-old Hideki Abe, a whaler from the Miyagi
region in northern Japan, told AFP before leaving from
Kushiro. “I don’t think young people know how to
cook and eat whale meat any more. I want more peo-
ple to try to taste it at least once.” “This is a small
industry, but I am proud of hunting whales,” added Kai
in a ceremony before the boats left from Kushiro.
“People have hunted whales for more than 400 years
in my home town.”

Whaling has long proved a rare diplomatic flash-
point for Tokyo, which says the practice is a Japanese
tradition that should not be subject to international
interference. As an IWC member, Japan was banned
from commercial hunts of large whales, though it could
catch small varieties in waters near its coastline. But it
also exploited a loophole in the body’s rules to carry
out highly controversial hunts of whales in protected
Antarctic waters under the banner of “scientific
research”.

Activists said the hunts had no scientific value, and

Japan made no secret of the fact that meat from whales
caught on those hunts ended up sold for consumption.
With its withdrawal from the IWC, Tokyo will carry out
whale hunting off Japan, but will end the most con-
tentious hunts in the Antarctic. The country’s Fisheries
Agency said yesterday it had set a cap for a total catch
of 227 whales through the season until late December -
52 minke, 150 Bryde’s and 25 sei whales.

Humane Society International slammed the resump-
tion of commercial hunts. “This is a sad day for whale
protection globally,” said the group’s head of cam-
paigns Nicola Beynon, accusing Japan of beginning a
“new and shocking era of pirate whaling”. Japanese
officials say the hunts will protect an ancient tradition.
“The resumption of commercial whaling has been an
ardent wish for whalers across the country,” Shigeto
Hase, the head of Japan’s fisheries agency, said at the
departure ceremony in Kushiro. “The culture and way
of life will be passed on to the next generation”.

Whale meat was a key source of protein in the
immediate post-World War II years in Japan, when the
country was desperately poor. Most reports suggest
consumption has declined significantly in recent
decades - with much of the population saying they
rarely or never eat whale meat. But a Japanese govern-
ment official said “demand has been stable”. “It is total-
ly false that commercial whaling will not be viable as
demand is declining,” he said.

Some believe that Japan’s return to commercial
whale hunting will effectively sound the death knell for
the industry, with a shrinking market and dwindling
subsidies. “What we are seeing is the beginning of the
end of Japanese whaling,” said Patrick Ramage, director
of marine conservation at the International Fund for
Animal Welfare. — AFP 
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“Everyone supported the proposition to extend for
nine months the limits agreed in December,” said
Russian Energy Minister Alexander Novak ahead of the
cartel’s main meeting. 

Saudi Arabia’s energy minister Khalid Al-Falih was
meanwhile swift to deflect criticism from archfoe Iran
that OPEC could “die” in the face of Riyadh and
Moscow’s Osaka deal. Falih told reporters before
OPEC’s main meeting: “I think OPEC is more vibrant
than ever. As Mark Twain said once, the reports of
OPEC’s death have been repeated many times, and
every time it was ... greatly exaggerated. We believe
that oil as a commodity is unique. It’s the blood of the
global economy. Ideally every producer should be
around the table with us today.” He added: “Saudi
Arabia and Russia are the largest producers, we are
delivering the largest cuts, we (...) agree first and then
discuss our agreement with our colleagues from other
countries.”

Iran had earlier slammed the Osaka move, arguing
that OPEC did not simply exist to rubberstamp a deci-
sion made outside of the cartel, but has however voiced
its support for the extension. The Islamic republic, with
production severely hit by US sanctions, is however
exempt from the December cuts agreement along with

crisis-stricken pair Venezuela and Libya. United Arab
Emirates Energy Minister Suhail Al-Mazrouei predicted
that OPEC would agree to the plan amid the brighter
post-G20 demand outlook. “We in the United Arab
Emirates see that nine months would be more appro-
priate and we look forward to a healthier demand in the
second half of the year after the good results from the
G20 meeting,” Mazrouei said.

Kuwait’s Oil Minister Khaled Ali Al-Fadhel con-
curred, adding: “Because of the positive outcomes of
the G20 ... we are feeling more and more confident that
things are looking better from now.” OPEC and its oil-
producer allies had decided in December to trim output
after prices tanked at the end of last year on fears of
slower global growth. In reaction the market soared by
a third in the first quarter of 2019. The cartel meanwhile
remains on red alert over escalating US-Iran tensions
that have also fuelled strong oil-price gains, particularly
over disputed attacks on tankers in the Straits of
Hormuz.

Yet global demand worries persist and the cartel has
also lost market share to the United States, whose
booming shale output has transformed it into the
world’s biggest oil producer. In afternoon deals yester-
day, West Texas Intermediate crude stood at $59.60,
up 1.9 percent, as some analysts cast doubt on whether
the OPEC move would lift prices in the long run. 

“As such, the new deal will probably fail to address
the rising non-OPEC supplies at a time the world econ-
omy is slowing, which could mean lower demand
growth,” Forex.com analyst Fawad Razaqzada told AFP.
“Thus, the oil market is likely to be oversupplied again
in due course, which means prices may struggle to push
significantly higher from here,” he added. — AFP 
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Monsoon rains soak India’s financial capital 
MUMBAI: Heavy rains flooded parts of India’s
financial capital of Mumbai yesterday, as the
country’s four-month summer monsoon
swung into full force. Children were seen
wading through waist-high waters as they
made their way to school, while some
motorists were forced to get out and push
their vehicles through low-lying streets. Trains
on Mumbai’s colonial-era rail network, a life-
line for the city’s 20 million residents, were
delayed due to waterlogged tracks, and traffic
moved even more slowly than usual.

Mumbai’s streets regularly flood during the
monsoon, which runs from June until
September or October, and which provides
India with most of its annual rainfall. The
Indian Meteorological Department (IMD)
said 91 mm of rain fell in Mumbai in the 24
hours up to 08:30 am (0300 GMT) yesterday.
In 2005, 950 mm of rain fell on the coastal
metropolis in just 24 hours, killing more than
500 people. In Aug 2017, intense rainfall
brought the commercial hub to a virtual
standstill for two days and left at least 10
people dead.

Activists say Mumbai’s susceptibility to
floods has worsened in recent years due to a
construction boom that is trying to keep up
with the city’s swelling population. Much of
Mumbai’s mangrove cover, which is extremely
effective in helping to drain water, has been
destroyed over the past decade to make way
for glitzy high-rises.

According to various studies, anywhere
between 40 to 50 percent of the city’s popu-
lation live in slums, which become a sea of
blue tarpaulin every monsoon as residents try
to keep out the rain. The downpour follows a
period in which large parts of the country
endured weeks of sweltering heat - with tem-
peratures rising above 50 degrees Celsius in
the desert state of Rajasthan. — AFP MUMBAI: Indian children jump into the water of a flooded street after heavy rain showers yesterday. —AFP 


