
KABUL: Afghan security forces killed five Taleban
gunmen who stormed a building in Kabul yesterday
after detonating a bomb-laden truck that wounded at
least 105 people, including 51 children, officials said.
The gun battle lasted more than seven hours, a securi-
ty official said, adding that the Taleban fighters in the
under-construction building fired at Afghan forces
who rushed to the blast site to evacuate the wounded.
“Clashes ended with the death of all five attackers,”
said interior ministry spokesman Nasrat Rahimi,
adding that more than 210 people had been rescued
during the operation.

The Taleban claimed responsibility for the attack.
“The target was the defence
ministry’s technical installa-
tion,” the Islamist militants’
spokesman, Zabihullah
Mujahid, said in a statement.
Afghan security officials said
the truck loaded with explo-
sives was detonated near the
ministry’s engineering and
logistics department at rush
hour. About 100 wounded
people were taken to hospi-
tal , said health ministry
spokesman Wahidullah Mayar, but there was no imme-
diate word of fatalities.

Fifty-one children in two schools near the blast
site were hurt by flying shards of glass, said Nooria
Nazhat, a spokeswoman of the education ministry.
“These children were in the classrooms when the
blast shattered the glass windows. All injured chil-
dren were rushed out of their schools,” said Nazhat.
A security guard at Shamshad TV, a Pashto-language
media organisation, was killed and several employees
hurt in their office near the blast site, said director
Abid Ehsas.

The blast sent a plume of black smoke rising over
the city and shook buildings. The area has a cluster of
military and government buildings, as well as an office
of the Afghan Football Federation, whose chief, Yosuf
Kargar, was among several members injured, accord-
ing to spokesman Shafi Shadab. Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani condemned the Taleban for attacking
civilians, calling it a crime against humanity.

Peace talks
The attack comes as US special peace envoy for

Afghanistan Zalmay Khalilzad holds a seventh round
of peace talks with the Taleban in Qatar, aimed at

bringing an end to the 18-year
war in Afghanistan. The talks,
described by one US official
as a “make-or-break
moment”, have focused on
issues ranging from counter-
terrorism and withdrawal of
foreign troops to an intra-
Afghan dialogue and a com-
prehensive ceasefire.

Two sources at the peace
talks said direct negotiations
between the warring sides

was unlikely to go beyond Monday, but there was no
official statement about the suspension of the ongoing
talks. “The latest attack by the Taleban has changed
the entire context of our meeting, unease has crept
in,” said an official present in the room where negotia-
tions are underway in Doha. Sohail  Shaheen,
spokesman for the Taleban political office in Doha,
said the group’s key concern was to make sure a time-
line for a foreign troop pullout is announced.

Taleban officials have previously said they want all
foreign troops withdrawn before they hold talks with
the Afghan government or declare a ceasefire. About

20,000 foreign troops, most of them American, are in
Afghanistan as part of a US-led NATO mission to
train, assist and advise Afghan forces. Some US forces
carry out counter-terrorism operations. Less than a
week ago, US secretary of state Mike Pompeo paid a
short visit to Kabul and said the Trump administration
was hopeful that a peace deal with the Taleban was
achievable by Sept 1.

Despite peace talks gaining momentum, fighting

between the Taleban and Afghan forces who are
backed by the foreign troops, has raged across
Afghanistan. The ministry of defence said on Monday
67 insurgents were killed in 11 provinces in the last 24
hours. The Taleban said their fighters had conducted
52 operations against Afghan forces in which more
than 170 people were killed. Both side accuse each
other of exaggerating casualty figures to boost the
morale of their fighters. — Reuters
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Plane crash in Texas kills 10 

WASHINGTON: A small twin-engine passenger plane
crashed in Texas in the United States yesterday, killing
10 people, officials said. “The Dallas County Medical
Examiner has confirmed 10 fatalities and no survivors,” a
spokeswoman for the town of Addison said. The plane
was heading for St Petersburg, Florida and was carrying
two flight crew and eight passengers, Vice Chairman of
the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) Bruce
Landsberg said. There were few details on what caused
the crash, which the NTSB is investigating, he said.
“There are any number of possibilities that could occur,”
Landsberg told a press conference. A massive column of
black smoke poured out of a building at the airport in
Addison after the crash, as firefighters directed streams
of water toward the blaze. — AFP 

Bus plunges into gorge; 35 die

SRINAGAR: At least 35 people were killed yesterday
when an overcrowded bus plunged into a gorge in
Indian-administered Kashmir, officials said. It was the
second deadly crash in less than a week in the northern
state of Jammu and Kashmir, renowned for its mountain-
ous terrain and abysmal road safety record. The bus
skidded off a road in the remote Kishtwar region and fell
into a deep, narrow valley, senior police official MK
Sinha said. Thirty-five people died in the accident and 17
were injured, local official Angrez Singh Rana said.
Seven of the injured were in critical condition and were
evacuated to a nearby hospital, he said. A separate crash
yesterday in neighbouring Himachal Pradesh state killed
three school students and their driver, the Press Trust of
India reported. Last week, 11 students on their way to a
picnic were killed when their bus fell into a gorge in
Shopian district of Kashmir.— AFP 

Indonesia arrests Qaeda leader 

JAKARTA: Indonesian police said yesterday they had
arrested the leader of Al-Qaeda-linked extremist net-
work Jemaah Islamiah, which carried out the 2002 Bali
bombings that killed more than 200 people.  Para
Wijayanto was detained by counterterrorism police
with his wife on Saturday at a hotel in Bekasi, a city
on the outskirts of the capital Jakarta, National Police
spokesman Dedi Prasetyo said. Police said Wijayanto
was a long-time leader of Jemaah Islamiah (JI), one of
Indonesia’s oldest terrorist groups, which was behind
a series of deadly attacks in the world’s largest
Muslim-majority nation. Prasetyo said Wijayanto was
also suspected in sending at least six batches of
Indonesians abroad to fight in Syria, and provided
support to militants in the terrorism hotspot of Poso
on Sulawesi island.— AFP 

13 killed in Congo train crash

BRAZZAVILLE: Thirteen people, mainly stowaways,
were killed when two trains collided overnight in
Republic of Congo, the Congo-Ocean Railway (CFCO)
company and police said yesterday. Several others were
injured in the crash between a train transporting freight
and another with a mineral load, a CFCO agent told AFP
on condition of anonymity. “A train transporting minerals
experienced a technical failure and crashed with a freight
train,” said the source. The crash happened near the port
city of Pointe-Noire. Police confirmed the toll, and said
most of the victims were stowaway riders. The mineral
train belonged to the Sapro mining company, and had
departed from Mayoko, some 300 kilometres northeast
of Pointe-Noire, where Sapro excavates iron ore. —AFP 

KABUL: An injured Afghan man is brought on a stretcher to an Italian aid organisation’s hospital after a car
bomb attack in Kabul yesterday. —AFP 

Who needs the
G20? Question gets
louder in Osaka
OSAKA: Donald Trump’s go-it-alone approach and
widening global differences on issues from trade to cli-
mate change are overwhelming the G20, analysts say,
raising questions about whether the grouping still has a
role to play in the world. The bloc, which expanded out
of the original G7 rich-country club, has faced criti-
cism over the years for lacking a charter, a clear man-
date, or enforcement power, and holding hugely
expensive yet inconclusive summits while excluding
most of the developing world.

But while pressure on the bloc previously came
from anti-globalisation protesters, this weekend’s sum-
mit in Osaka showed that the greatest challenges to its
legitimacy may come from within. Trump flew into
Osaka after hurling new trade threats at G20 partners
China and India. Japan failed to achieve a top priority
of the summit’s host, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe: forg-
ing a stronger, unanimous commitment to the Paris cli-
mate accords - due to US resistance.

Russia’s Vladimir Putin said in the summit run-up
that the liberalism long championed by G20 heavy-
weights Europe and the US was “obsolete”. And the
bloc looked powerless on the biggest issue faced in
Osaka - the US-China trade war, which was hashed
out in a bilateral meeting on the sidelines. “The G20
was created as a forum for cooperation and the ques-
tion may well be: have we reached the point where it
can no longer serve that purpose?” said Thomas A.
Bernes, a fellow with Canada’s Center for International
Governance Innovation.

Bystanders
The G20’s baseline goal is preservation of world

economic stability, but Trump has taken a sledge-
hammer to that with his “America First” trade war
against China, and tariffs imposed on longtime trad-

ing partners he now derides as trade cheats. As with
last year’s summit in Buenos Aires, the Osaka gath-
ering was essentially hijacked by the trade fight

between the world’s two biggest economies, con-
signing the other 18 members to the role of hapless
bystanders. —AFP 

OSAKA: (From left) Italy’s Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte, Argentina’s President Mauricio Macri, France’s
President Emmanuel Macron, Spanish President Pedro Sanchez, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, EU
Council President Donald Tusk, Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro and European Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker attend a press conference at the G20 Osaka Summit. —AFP 

Taiwan president to 
visit US this month, 
angering Beijing 
TAIPEI: Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen will spend
four nights in the United States this month while visit-
ing Caribbean diplomatic allies, her government said
yesterday, angering China, which urged Washington
not to allow her to visit. China says self-ruled Taiwan
is merely a Chinese province with no right to state-
to-state relations, calling it the most sensitive and
important issue in ties with the United States, which
has no formal ties with Taipei, but is its chief diplo-
matic backer and supplier of arms.

Taiwan’s Deputy Foreign Minister Miguel Tsao
said Tsai will spend two nights in the United States
each way during her trip to St Vincent and the
Grenadines, St Lucia, St Kitts and Nevis, and Haiti
from July 11 to 22. Details of the US portion of the trip
were still being worked out, he added. Taiwan’s
Central News Agency said Tsai was expected to tran-
sit in New York and Denver.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman
Geng Shuang said China urges the United States “not
to allow Tsai Ing-wen to transit, and cautiously and
appropriately handle Taiwan related issues, to avoid
harming Sino-US relations and peace and stability in
the Taiwan Strait”. China has already expressed its
concern to the United States and lodged “stern rep-

resentations,” he told a daily news briefing. Taiwan
has been trying to shore up its diplomatic alliances
amid pressure from China, which has been whittling
down its few remaining diplomatic allies, especially in
the Caribbean and Latin America.

The four Caribbean allies share similar ideals with
Taiwan, Tsao said, adding that the theme of the visit
is “freedom, democracy and sustainable gover-

nance”. However, he added that the visit to Haiti, the
Western Hemisphere’s poorest nation, will be less
than 24 hours due to unrest there. Protesters have
for months agitated to remove President Jovenel
Moise, a former businessman who took office in
February 2017. Tsai’s time in the United States will be
unusually long, as normally she spends just a night at
a time on transit stops. — Reuters

TAIPEI: Protesters shout slogans in the rain during a rally against pro-China media in front of the Presidential
Office building in Taipei. — AFP 

Pakistani kills wife, 
children, 6 others 
in honour killing
LAHORE: A man shot his wife, their two children,
and six of her family members yesterday and then
burned the bodies when he set her family’s home on
fire in an alleged honour killing in central Pakistan,
police said. Muhammad Ajmal committed the attack
as revenge for a suspected affair by his wife Kiran,
said Imran Mehmood, a District Police Officer for
the city of Multan, where the killings occurred.
Ajmal returned to Pakistan from Saudi Arabia,
where he worked as a tailor, 25 days ago intending

to carry out the killings, he said.
Mehmood said Ajmal confessed to the killings.

“This is clearly an honour killing. He saw a picture of
his wife with another man and believed she was hav-
ing an affair,” Mehmood said. “He does not repent his
actions.” In addition to killing his wife and their two
children, Ajmal also killed his three sisters-in-law, two
of their children, and his mother-in-law. Ajmal and his
father, who was with him at the time of the murder,
are both in custody and have been charged with mur-
der, Mehmood said. Police are searching for his
brother, who is also believed to be involved.

The deaths add to the hundreds of women and
girls killed in Pakistan each year, according to human
rights groups, by family members angered at the per-
ceived damage to their honour, which may involve
eloping, fraternizing with men or any infringement of
conservative values regarding women. — Reuters


