
NICOSIA: An errant missile struck Cyprus yesterday,
skimming the densely populated capital Nicosia and
crashing on a mountainside in what authorities
described as a spillover from strikes between Israel
and Syria. The explosion
occurred around 1 am in the
region of Tashkent, also
known as Vouno, some 20
kms northeast of Nicosia,
with the impact starting a
fire and heard for miles
around. There were no casu-
alties. But it caused wide-
spread concern on both
sides of the ethnically-split
island and brought calls for
warring parties to respect
their neighbours’ safety.

An Israeli air strike was underway against Syria at
the time. Syrian state media said the Syrian air
defences had fired in response. “It is understood that
a missile fired from Syria fell here by accident, as a
result of being fired in an uncontrolled way by batter-
ies ... in response to the intense attacks yesterday
evening by Israel,” Kudret Ozersay, the Turkish
Cypriot foreign minister, told a news conference.
“Based on our initial assessment, it is the remains of a
missile which is known as S-200 in the Russian system
and SA-5 in the NATO system,” he added.

In a Facebook post earlier, Ozersay said the explo-
sion was thought to have occurred before impact
because there were no craters, and debris was found
at several different points. Cyprus lies west of Syria,

and the impact site about 50 kilometres (31 miles)
inland. Israeli warplanes fired missiles targeting Syrian
military positions in Homs - around 310 kilometres
(193 miles) from Nicosia - and the Damascus outskirts

overnight in an attack that
killed at least four civilians
and wounded another 21.

‘Behave calmly’
The freak incident was the

first t ime that Cyprus has
been caught in the crosshairs
of military operations in the
Middle East despite its prox-
imity. “Undoubtedly we invite
Syria, Israel and another
countries in the region to take

into account the human and material security of
neighbouring countries, to take the necessary meas-
ures and for everyone to behave calmly,” said Ozersay,
who is also deputy prime minister of the breakaway
Turkish Cypriot state recognised only by Ankara.

The incident was a wake-up call to islanders, said
UniteCyprusNow, a pro-unity group. “The illusion
that a permanent division on land .. will protect us
from crises has been shattered with the missile that
landed on our head last night,” it said.

Cyprus was split in a Turkish invasion in 1974
triggered by a brief Greek-inspired coup. The age-
ing S-200 is a surface to air missile which analysts
said could have a range of up to 400 kilometres
(249 miles).

It is one of the precursors of the S-400, the mis-

sile system Turkey plans to buy from Russia and
which has ratt led relat ions with Washington.
Residents told Cypriot media they saw a light in the
sky then three loud explosions were heard for miles

around, which many initially thought was a plane
crash. Tashkent is a small village in the foothills of a
mountain range r imming northern Cyprus.
Authorities evacuated some homes. — Reuters
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TASHKENT, Cyprus: Turkish Cypriot police and inspectors check the remains of what officials said was a sus-
pected Russian missile that exploded overnight yesterday in the northern part of the divided island, during an
Israeli aerial raid in Syria. —AFP 
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EU leaders
adjourn summit
to break jobs
stalemate
BRUSSELS: Sleep-deprived European
Union leaders adjourned marathon talks until
today amid stalemate over filling the bloc’s
top jobs in the wake of May elections that
have fragmented the EU political landscape.
The 28 EU leaders are trying to agree on
who will steer the bloc over the coming
years through the looming challenges of
Brexit and the rise of populist parties in
Europe. Despite 18 hours of talks since
Sunday, they needed more time to debate
new proposals to overcome opposition to a
Franco-German compromise on who will be
the new chief of the European Commission,
the bloc’s executive arm.

European Council (EUCO) President
Donald Tusk “suspends the meeting and
reconvenes #EUCO tomorrow at 11h,”
tweeted Tusk’s spokesman Preben Aamann.
Summit organiser Tusk had suggested in
vain to French President Emmanuel Macron
and German Chancellor Angela Merkel
around 8:00 am to drop efforts for now and
reconvene in two weeks, a European source
told AFP.

“The two replied to him: ‘It’s out of the
question. We must absolutely find a deal
today,’” the source said on condition of
anonymity. The compromise Merkel and
Macron forged on the sidelines of the G20
summit in Japan on Saturday called for Dutch
Social Democrat Frans Timmermans to head
the commission, rather than his conservative
rival German Manfred Weber.

Weber would instead be put forward for
election as speaker of the European
Parliament, where he leads the largest politi-

cal bloc. A liberal candidate would succeed
Tusk as president of the European Council of
national leaders. But when Merkel put this to
fellow centre-right leaders in the European
People’s Party (EPP) several rebelled, and the
summit was thrown into crisis as heads of
government shuttled between side meetings
late into yesterday morning. Merkel said she
still “hoped that with good will a compromise
will be feasible.”

‘Strong consensus’ 
The EPP is still the biggest bloc in the

European Parliament, but no longer the domi-
nant force it was before the May elections.
The liberals, which include Macron support-
ers, and Greens are increasingly assertive try-
ing to choose the top jobs after they made
huge gains in those elections. Even though
the Social Democrat bloc also lost ground,

Timmermans, the commission’s current vice
president, emerged as a compromise candi-
date to head the powerful commission. “There
is a strong consensus for Timmermans but the
situation is very volatile. I’m more optimistic
than I was three hours ago,” another
European source said.

The latest idea is to have Timmermans
head the commission, and the EPP’s
Kristalina Georgieva, a Bulgarian, heading
the European Council, several European
sources said. They also want a liberal as the
diplomatic chief to replace outgoing com-
missioner Federica Mogherini of Italy. That
could either be Belgian prime minister
Charles Michel or Danish polit ician
Margrethe Vestager, who currently oversees
anti-trust policy on the commission. Another
source said Vestager could serve as vice
president of the commission.  — AFP 

BRUSSELS: France’s President Emmanuel Macron gestures as he leaves a press conference at
the end of an EU summit at the Europa building in Brussels yesterday. — AFP 

Italy and Germany 
quarrel as migrant 
rescue captain 
readies for court
AGRIGENTO: The fate of the German migrant rescue ship captain
arrested in Italy sparked fresh tension yesterday between Rome and
Berlin, which called for her release ahead of a court appearance. Sea-
Watch 3 skipper Carola Rackete was arrested after hitting a police
boat while entering Lampedusa port with 40 people rescued from the
Mediterranean. Her vessel, banned from docking by Italian authorities,
knocked a police speedboat while pulling up to the pier in Lampedusa
Saturday after a two-week stand-off at sea.

The 31-year-old captain was accused of putting the speedboat and
the safety of its occupants at risk and she faces up to 10 years in jail if
convicted. Rackete was expected to appear in court in the Sicilian city
of Agrigento at 1330 GMT, and is likely to be released pending trial.
“In our view the end of due judicial process can only result in the
release of Carola Rackete,” German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas yes-
terday told reporters. “I will again make this clear to Italy.”

‘Hysteria’ 
Maas had already said Saturday that someone who saves lives

“cannot be a criminal”. That prompted far-right Interior Minister
Matteo Salvini to retort that Maas should “invite his fellow citizens not
to break Italian laws”. Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte said he
had been asked about the case by German Chancellor Angela Merkel
at a summit in Brussels, but told her he “cannot intervene to dictate
how judges behave”. 

France was also quick to criticise the arrest, accusing Rome of cre-
ating “hysteria”. Italy’s President Sergio Mattarella called for those
involved to “tone it down”. If the skipper is released from what is
effectively house arrest, Salvini might enforce an order already pre-
pared by his ministry to expel her from the country.

The case sparked two fund-raising appeals which have collectively
raised almost 1.2 million euros ($1.36 million). Rackete picked up 53
migrants drifting on an inflatable raft off the coast of Libya on June 12.
The Italian authorities allowed 13 migrants to be taken in for health
reasons but refused entry to the others. They have now been allowed
to disembark at Lampedusa and are expected to be taken in by
France, Germany, Finland, Luxembourg and Portugal. — AFP 

AGRIGENTO: German captain of humanitarian ship Sea-Watch 3, Carola
Rackete looks on as she arrives in a car of the Italian Guardia di Finanza
law enforcement agency yesterday to appear before a judge at the court-
house in Agrigento, Sicily. -—AFP 

British PM
hopeful Hunt
unveils no-deal 
Brexit plans
LONDON: British prime ministerial con-
tender Jeremy Hunt yesterday pledged
billions of pounds to mitigate the effects
of a possible no-deal Brexit, but the
country’s finance minister dismissed the
plans as unaffordable. Hunt is vying with
frontrunner Boris Johnson to win the sup-
port of predominately pro-Brexit
Conservative Party members, who will
vote this month for Theresa May’s
replacement as prime minister.

Hunt, the foreign minister, who has
previously said leaving the European
Union without a deal “would be a mis-
take we would regret for generations”,
made yesterday his strongest commit-
ment to back such a move by unveiling a

10-point plan. “No-deal is obviously not
my preferred destination. But if a with-
drawal deal is simply not on the cards
then the only way to fulfil the democratic
mandate of the referendum is to leave
without a deal, which is what we will
do,” he said at the Policy Exchange
think-tank event in London.

His plan would cancel all leave in gov-
ernment departments in preparation for
a no-deal exit from the EU, and slash
corporate tax rates. The government
would also channel £6 billion ($7.6 bil-
lion, 6.7 billion euros) to industries most
threatened by a no-deal Brexit. “We
spent just over £1 trillion bailing out the
banks after the financial crisis, so if we
did it for the bankers then why wouldn’t
we do what is needed for our fishermen
and our farmers?”, he said. Hunt plans to
raid the £26 billion “headroom” built up
by a decade of budget tightening since
the financial crisis. 

‘Wing and a prayer’ 
“When you face an economic shock,

it is just basic economics that you find
support for the industries that are
affected,” Hunt said. “It is temporary
support, but it allows them to change
their business models.” But finance min-
ister Philip Hammond who oversaw
much of those cuts immediately dis-
missed the plan. “The ‘fiscal firepower’
we have built up in case of a no-deal
Brexit will only be available for extra
spending if we leave with an orderly
transition,” Hammond wrote on Twitter.

“If not, it will all be needed to plug the
hole a no-deal Brexit will make in the
public finances.” Hunt’s rival Johnson also
said at the weekend that he would spend
about £25 billion to fund his spending
plans, including a promise to unfreeze
public sector pay increases. Hunt believes
the EU will reopen negotiations if there is
a serious threat of a no-deal, and said he
would only ask for an extension to the
current October 31 deadline if a deal was
about to be struck. — AFP 

LONDON: Conservative MP and leadership
contender Jeremy Hunt delivers a speech
on Brexit during a Conservative Party lead-
ership event in London yesterday.— AFP 

THESSALONIKI: Five months after
angry rallies in major cities against Greece’s
controversial name agreement with North
Macedonia, the issue barely registers in the
July 7 election campaign. But the so-called
Prespes Agreement between Athens and
Skopje that renamed the former Yugoslav
republic after a bitter 27-year dispute has
been a tipping point for many voters, espe-
cially in the northern Greek region of
Macedonia. “After the crisis, poverty,
penury and unemployment, it was the last
straw,” says Christos Biglikoudis, a resident
of Pella in northern Greece.

“The government betrayed us. They’re
selling out our homeland,” says the 39-
year-old labourer, standing in front of the
cafe he was forced to shut down because
of the economic crisis. Behind him, on the
town square, stands a statue of Alexander
the Great, one of Greece’s foremost mili-
tary heroes over two centuries ago.
Alexander was born in Pella, once the
capital of the ancient Macedonian king-
dom and today just across the border
from North Macedonia. What was ancient

Macedonia today also includes parts of
North Macedonia, Bulgaria and Albania. 

But to many in northern Greece,
Macedonia is just Greek. “People here are
very angry. I cannot understand how peo-
ple voted for Syriza,” says Biglikoudis,
referring to the leftist party of Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras, who brokered the
Prespes Agreement with his Skopje coun-
terpart Zoran Zaev. In European
Parliament elections in May, Tsipras’s par-
ty was defeated by nearly 9.5 points by
the conservative New Democracy party,
which strongly opposed the name deal as
harmful to Greek interests. In that cam-
paign, Syriza lost voters across
Macedonia, in some areas falling behind
New Democracy by as many as 20 per-
centage points. The debacle was com-
pounded a week later, when New
Democracy took all but two of Greece’s
regions in local elections. Tsipras himself
has freely admitted earlier that the
Prespes Agreement - which saw him and
Zaev nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize -
was “damaging.” — AFP 

Greek road trip: North
Macedonia’s deal ‘last 
straw’ for angry voters


