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PM: Ethiopia 
violence driven by
an ‘empty dream’,
not ethnicity
ADDIS ABABA: Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed said yesterday that the plotters
of an alleged failed coup in Ethiopia
were not driven by ethnic motivations
but a desire to seize power. The govern-
ment has blamed a hardline security
chief from Amhara state, in the country’s
north, for the targeted assassinations of
five high-ranking officials in two
Ethiopian cities on June 22.

Hundreds have been arrested in the
aftermath, including many from an eth-
no-nationalist party in Amhara, one of
several political groupings to have
gained ground under Abiy as he opens
political space after years of authoritar-
ian rule. Abiy told parliamentarians in
the capital Addis Ababa that the perpe-
trators were driven by “an empty dream
to destabilise the country and take
power by force, but were not ethnically
inclined”. “The situation was very

shocking,” he added.
The attacks saw gunmen kill at least

three officials in Amhara, including the
regional president. A separate strike
just hours later in Addis Ababa, hun-
dreds of kilometres away, claimed the
lives of the army chief and a retired
general. Abiy reiterated yesterday the
government’s belief that the two inci-
dents were linked, though an official
investigation into the violence has yet
to release its conclusions. The prime
minister also said the subsequent mas-
sacre of more than 50 civi l ians in
Benishangul Gumuz state, neighbouring
Amhara, was also part of the plot.

The government said Friday that more
than 250 people had been arrested in
connection with the twin attacks.
Amhara’s security chief Asaminew Tsige,
who was gunned down last week while
on the run, has been pinned as the mas-
termind. He has been described as an
ethno-nationalist who was facing likely
dismissal over his fiery rhetoric and
efforts to raise a militia. But little evi-
dence has been provided regarding his
motivations and who else might have
been involved.

The government has described the
violence as part of a thwarted coup

attempt. Abiy told lawmakers yesterday
that under a federal system any attack
on a regional state was an attack on cen-
tral authorities. The assassinations have
heaped pressure on a government
already struggling to cope with mount-
ing ethnic tensions and violence. The

violence is seen as a backlash to Abiy’s
efforts to lead democratic reforms in
Africa’s second-most populous nation.
Ethiopia is due to hold elections next
year, but even before this unrest analysts
had questioned whether that timeline
was feasible. —AFP

ADDIS ABABA: A man reads the Ethiopian newspaper ‘The Reporter’, depicting the
portraits of killed Ambachew Mekonen (left), President of the Ahmara Region, and
of Gen Sere Mekonen, Chief of Staff of the Ethiopian National Forces in Addis
Ababa. —AFP

Sudan protesters 
blame generals for 
bloodshed at rally
KHARTOUM: Sudan’s protest leaders
blamed ruling generals yesterday for deadly
new violence as three blood-stained bodies
were found a day after the first mass rallies
since a June crackdown on demonstrators.
State media reported that seven people
were killed as tens of thousands rallied to
demand a civilian government, while medics
linked to the protest movement said five
protesters had been killed. The northeast
African country’s protesters have been call-
ing for the departure of generals who seized
power following the April ouster of longtime
ruler Omar al-Bashir.

Sunday’s “million man” march had been
seen as a test for protest organisers after a
June 3 raid on a Khartoum protest camp
left dozens dead and a subsequent internet
blackout curbed their ability to mobilise
support. But that did not prevent vast
crowds of men and women, chanting slo-
gans demanding “civilian rule”, flooding the
streets of Khartoum, twin city Omdurman
and other towns and cities, AFP correspon-
dents and witnesses reported.

Security forces meanwhile deployed en
masse in key Khartoum squares, firing tear
gas in several places including at protesters
attempting to reach the capital’s residential
palace. The official SUNA news agency
quoted a health ministry official saying sev-
en people were killed, without giving fur-
ther details but adding that another 181

were wounded, including 27 by gunfire. It
also said a further 10 security personnel
were wounded, including three from the
feared paramilitary Rapid Support Forces,
shot with “live ammunition”.

‘Just fall’
A doctors’ committee linked to the

protest movement said five protesters had
been killed on Sunday, including four in
Omdurman, across the Nile from
Khartoum. It also said several more were
seriously wounded by gunshots fired by
“military council militias,” a term protest-
ers uses for the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces.

Yesterday, three blood-stained bodies
were found lying in a part of Omdurman
that had seen protests the previous day, an
AFP correspondent reported. Their identi-
ties were not immediately clear. Crowds of
people gathered around the bodies, chant-
ing “Just Fall, Just Fall,” another catchcry of
the protest movement that has rocked
Sudan since demonstrations first erupted
against Bashir in December. The AFP cor-
respondent said riot police later dispersed
the crowd with tear gas.

Protest leaders blamed the generals for
Sunday’s bloodshed. “The military council
is completely responsible for these lives
lost,” prominent protest leader Mohamed
Naji al-Assam said in a video posted on his
Facebook page. “Peaceful Sudanese pro-
testers are exposed to excessive violence,
live bullets and beatings,” he said. But, he
added, “the Sudanese have proven that
they will not back down from reaching a
civilian power, as it is the only way to
realise the revolution’s goals.”

Generals accuse protest leaders 
The generals in turn blamed the protest

movement, the Alliance for Freedom and
Change, for Sunday’s violence. “Freedom
and Change...  incited protesters to go
toward the republican palace (prompting)
police forces to use tear gas to disperse
protesters,” General Jamal Omer said in a
video posted on the ruling military council’s
Facebook page.

“Freedom and Change bears the entire
responsibility for these violations and the
casualties among regular forces and citi-
zens.” Tension remains high between the
protest leaders and generals since the June 3
raid, when armed men in military fatigues
shot demonstrators who had camped for

weeks outside army headquarters.
According to the doctors’ committee, at
least 133 people have been killed since the
raid, including more than 100 on the day of
the crackdown.

Health ministry figures show 68 people
have died nationwide since the raid, includ-
ing on Sunday. The generals insists it did not
order the dispersal of the sit-in, but
acknowledge “excesses” after orders were
given to purge a nearby area allegedly a
notorious hotspot for drug dealers. The raid
came after talks between the protesters and
generals collapsed over installing civilian
rule. Ethiopia and the African Union have
been mediating between the two sides but
have yet to achieve a breakthrough. —AFP

OMDOURMAN: Sudanese walk past a makeshift barricade erected along a street in
the capital Khartoum’s twin city of Omdurman yesterday. —AFP

Lebanon 
demolishes Syria
refugee shelters as
ultimatum expires
BEIRUT: The Lebanese army started destroy-
ing Syrian refugee settlements in northeast
Lebanon yesterday after the expiry of a gov-
ernment ultimatum, officials said, as aid groups
warned of more demolitions in the coming days.
Keen not to encourage Syrians to settle perma-
nently, the government had given refugees in
the village of Arsal until July 1 to demolish shel-
ters made of other materials than timber and
plastic sheeting, which it considers illegal.

“At 4:30 am on July 1, military units moved
into several camps in Arsal and demolished at
least 20 homes,” said a joint statement by seven
aid groups, including Save the Children, the
Norwegian Refugee Council, and Oxfam. “We
fear that this is the start and more demolitions
will take place tomorrow,” it added. An estimat-
ed 15,000 people, including at least 7,500 chil-
dren, would be affected by the demolitions
which would impact up to 3,000 units, the aid
groups said.

A Lebanese security source confirmed to
AFP that demolitions have started but said that
only four empty concrete houses had been
destroyed. The head of the Arsal municipality,
Bassel Al-Hujeiri, added that yesterday’s demo-
litions were very “limited” and impacted only
homes made almost completely out of cement.
The move, he said, “serves as a warning for
remaining refugees who have yet to comply
with the army’s decision.” The government’s
ultimatum had prompted refugees to destroy
their own homes in the weeks leading up to the
deadline. 

As of June 27, less than half of the hard
shelters in Arsal had been demolished by their
inhabitants, the aid groups said in yesterday’s
statement. They also urged authorities “to
give alternatives to refugees, allow them to
retain their personal belongings and give them
more time to place their families in safety”
before  carry ing out  more  demol i t ions .
Lebanon, a country of some four million peo-
ple, hosts between 1.5 and two million Syrians
on its soil after they fled the eight-year civil
war next door.

Nearly a million of these are registered as
refugees with the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees. Lebanon only allows
only informal camps to prevent the permanent
settlements of Syrian refugees, who politicians
and part of the Lebanese population blame for
a string of economic woes. Rights groups,
including Amnesty International, have warned
that Lebanon is using restrictive measures such
as evictions, curfews and raids to encourage
repatriation. —AFP 

SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and US
President Donald Trump agreed at their meeting on
Sunday to push forward dialogue for making a new
breakthrough in the denuclearisation of the Korean
peninsula, North Korean state media said yesterday.
Trump became the first sitting US president to set foot
in North Korea on Sunday when he met Kim in the
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) between the two Koreas and
agreed to resume stalled nuclear talks.

“The top leaders of the two countries agreed to keep
in close touch in the future, too, and resume and push
forward productive dialogues for making a new break-
through in the denuclearisation of the Korean peninsula
and in the bilateral relations,” KCNA news agency said.
The meeting, initiated by a tweet by Trump that Kim
said took him by surprise, displayed the rapport
between the two, but analysts said they were no closer
to narrowing the gap between their positions since they
walked away from their summit in February in Vietnam.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo told reporters
shortly before departing South Korea that a new round
of talks would likely happen “sometime in July” and the
North’s negotiators would be foreign ministry diplo-
mats. In a photo released by KCNA yesterday, North
Korean Foreign Minister Ri Yong Ho and Pompeo are
shown sitting next to Kim and Trump respectively in
Freedom House, the building in which the two leaders
had their one-on-one talks. KCNA said that during the
chat between Trump and Kim, the two leaders explained
“issues of easing tensions on the Korean peninsula,”
“issues of mutual concern and interest which become a
stumbling block in solving those issues,” and “voiced full

understanding and sympathy.” Kim said it was the good
personal relationship he had with Trump that made such
a dramatic meeting possible at just one day’s notice and
that the relationship with Trump would continue to pro-
duce good results, according to KCNA.

The two leaders’ “bold, brave decision” that led to
the historic meeting “created unprecedented trust
between the two countries” that had been tangled in
deeply rooted animosity, KCNA said. UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres welcomed the meeting
between Trump and Kim and “fully supports the contin-
ued efforts of the parties to establish new relations
towards sustainable peace, security and complete and
verifiable denuclearisation of the Korean Peninsula”, UN
spokesman Stephane Dujarric said in a statement.

China also welcomed the meeting, with a foreign
ministry spokesman describing it as “constructive and
achieving positive results”. But problems could lie
ahead. “The fact that the nuclear talks have jump-start-
ed is very encouraging, but that doesn’t mean that the
two sides have already adjusted their positions and set
the conditions for successful working-level negotia-
tions,” said Kim Hyun-wook, a professor at the Korea
National Diplomatic Academy.

Trump’s national security adviser, John Bolton, dis-
missed a report in The New York Times yesterday that
Washington is seeking to soften its approach, floating
an idea of accepting a nuclear freeze - instead of
complete dismantlement - and giving tacit recognition
that North Korea is a nuclear state. “I read this NYT
story with curiosity,” Bolton said in a tweet. “Neither
the [National Security Council] staff nor I have dis-

cussed or heard of any desire to ‘settle for a nuclear
freeze by NK.’ This was a reprehensible attempt by

someone to box in the President. There should be
consequences.”  —Reuters

A fresh round of talks likely ‘sometime in July’: Pompeo

N Korea upbeat on Trump-Kim surprise 
meeting as a chance to push nuke talks

PANMUNJOM: A motorcade departs with US President Donald Trump after a visit to an observation point
in the Demilitarized Zone in Panmunjom, Korea. —AFP

Lebanon vows to 
restore security after 
deadly shootout
BEIRUT: The Lebanese government vowed yester-
day to restore security to an area of a deadly shoot-
ing that has stirred fear of renewed strife in the
Chouf Mountains, one of the bloodiest theatres of
the 1975-90 civil war. Two aides of government min-

ister Saleh Al-Gharib, the state minister for refugee
affairs, were killed on Sunday in the incident in the
Aley region in what he termed an attempted assassi-
nation. Lebanon’s Supreme Defence Council, which
includes the president and security chiefs, said it had
taken “decisive” measures to restore security to the
area and bring to justice those involved.

“This is to bury strife, safeguard the prestige of
the state and to spare innocent blood,” the council
said in a statement, adding that the decisions would
remain secret. 

No arrests have been announced yet. The incident
spiralled as supporters of Walid Jumblatt, Lebanon’s

main Druze leader, protested against a planned visit
to the area by Foreign Minister Gebran Bassil, a
Maronite Christian and Jumblatt adversary. He ulti-
mately cancelled the visit, saying he wanted to avoid
any security problem.

Gharib, a Druze politician, is politically aligned
with Bassil and backed by Jumblatt’s Druze rival Talal
Arslan. Jumblatt’s Progressive Socialist Party (PSP)
has accused Gharib’s bodyguards of opening fire on
the protesters, leading to an exchange of fire in
which two PSP supporters were also wounded.
Arslan, in a televised news conference, said the state
must act. “If the state does not strike with an iron fist

there will be negative repercussions in more than
one area,” he said.

The historic rivalry between Arslan and Jumblatt
has surfaced on numerous fronts of late, including
the tussle for Druze cabinet posts in Prime Minister
Saad al-Hariri’s national unity government. The fami-
lies of the men killed on Sunday have said they will
not bury them until the perpetrators are handed over.
The Chouf witnessed years of fighting between
Christian and Druze militias in the civil war, leading
to the displacement of the Christian population.
Some have returned under government-backed “rec-
onciliation” agreements. —Reuters


