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KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health (MoH) referred a
number of social media figures to public prosecution
for advertising the sale of unlicensed health-related
products, a senior ministry official announced yester-
day. Assistant undersecretary for food and medicine
control Dr Abdullah Al-Bader said that according to
law number 38/2002, violators of the law of regulating
advertising health related products will be punished by
a maximum one year in prison and/or a maximum fine
of KD 1,000. 

Meanwhile, Chairman of Kuwait Medical
Association (KMA) Dr Ahmad Thowaini Al-Enezi called
for ignoring complaints made through social media net-
works in favor of those filed through official channels,
adding that MoH has a role of directing people with
grievances to file them at the right department. Enezi
added that a study is being prepared to sue people
who use social media to slander doctors, noting that
some people are now convinced that these networks
are official means to convey complaints and grievances,
while most complaints turn out to be baseless and mis-
understood. 

Bedoon pilgrims
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs and Minister

of State for Municipal Affairs Fahd Al-Sholah said
Saudi Arabia agreed to allow 1,000 bedoons to per-
form hajj this year. 

Environment law 
Environment Public

Authority’s (EPA) Hawally
inspection department filed
a number of citations
against restaurants that vio-
lated the environment law in
Salmiya. EPA explained that
the violations included
dumping used cooking oil in
garbage containers, which
causes bad odors, and
garbage accumulation. 

Jordanian and Palestinian staff
Well-informed sources said that the Ministry of

Health (MoH) and Ministry of Education (MoE) had
received government instructions to focus on hiring

more Jordanian and Palestinian doctors, teachers, nurs-
es and technical medical staff members. The sources
justified the new instructions to the fact that the
Jordanian and Palestinian communities in Kuwait are
relatively small compared to Syrians, Egyptians and
Asians, therefore hiring staff from those countries

would not leave a negative
impact on the state’s demo-
graphic balance. Further, the
sources said studies showed
that Jordanian and Palestinian
manpower is more productive
and quality-focused. In addi-
tion, the sources said MoE has
also been focusing on hiring
Tunisian teachers for French
and English, while Maths,
Physics and Chemistry teach-
ers are being hired from

Jordan and Palestine. 
In another educational concern, informed sources

denied MoE’s plans to reshuffle educational area direc-
tors, noting that this rumor has been in circulation for a
while and the fact that the Capital area director is retir-

ing might have opened the door wide for such specula-
tions. The sources added that several directors
expressed wishes to fill the vacancy, adding the final
decision is up to Minister Hamed Al-Azmi. Further, the
sources stressed that MoE is firmly implementing the
policy of mandatory retirement for employees who
have been in service for 34 years, as well as replacing
expats with citizens except in certain teaching subjects
where Kuwaiti teachers are a minority. “MoE still needs
780 new teachers for next year and all recruitments
made locally and abroad have so far provided less than
a quarter of this number,” the sources said, noting that
20 new schools will open next year. 

Mubarak Port project 
The Centra l  Apparatus  for  Publ ic  Tenders

(CAPT) approved a request by the Ministry of
Public Works (MPW) to give the first phase of the
Mubarak Port project to the contractor who offered
the th i rd  lowest  pr ice  of  KD 28,761 ,000.
Meanwhile, Kuwait Municipality Director Ahmad
Al-Manfouhi stressed that the new structural plan
has been completed pending final touches, to be
ready by the beginning of 2020. 
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News in brief

Deportees paid KD 1,000 for release

KUWAIT: Following up the ongoing investigation
of a case involving bribing a police officer and a
retired policemen, well-informed security sources
said investigations conducted by detectives showed
the bribes were for releasing detainees due to be
deported for KD 1,000 each. The sources added
that names of recently released detainees pending
deportation will be reviewed as part of further
investigations in the case. — Al-Qabas

Violators blacklisted

KUWAIT: In a bid to protect domestic helpers and
prevent violations committed against them, as well as
protect the rights of both workers and recruitment
offices, Public Authority for Manpower’s Director
Ahmad Al-Moussa said the authority will blacklist
domestic help offices and sponsors who repeatedly
violate the contracts signed with laborers or those
involved in violating law number 68/2015. - Al-Jarida

Temporary labor residence

KUWAIT: Minister of State for Economic Affairs
Mariam Al-Aqeel said a number of ideas are being
considered concerning building labor cities,
including building prefabricated structures tem-
porarily at every project construction site for the
laborers working there. Speaking on the sidelines
of the workshop organized by the Municipal
Council’s reform and development committee,
Aqeel explained that many suggestions had been
discussed in this regard during the meeting of the
demographics committee, including building tem-
porary prefabricated camps at each site and dis-
mantling them when the project is completed. “This
will be the ideal and fastest solution until the labor
cities under construction are completed,” she
underlined. — Al-Rai 

Kuwait eyes industrial growth

VIENNA: Kuwait is eager to develop its industrial
sector as per global standards in efforts to push its
2035 sustained development plan, an official said
yesterday. It is imperative to cooperate with the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO) to achieve the aforementioned goal, the
director general of Kuwait’s Public Authority for
Industry Abdulkarim Taqi said on the sidelines of
UNIDO talks. The talks revolve around international
efforts to fight poverty and corruption, amongst other
matters, the Kuwaiti official said. He highlighted such
gatherings as crucial in allowing Kuwait the opportu-
nity to pick up some insight into economic develop-
ment plans, added the official. As a specialized UN
body, UNIDO aims to promote and accelerate global
industrial development. — KUNA

1,000 bedoons
to perform 

hajj this year

Social media celebrities sued for
advertising unlicensed health products

Ministry to take legal action against doctors’ slander on social media

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Finance Minister Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf met
yesterday with the French President’s envoy Lawrence
Yanovitch to discuss ways of strengthening bilateral relations
between the two countries. A press statement by the Finance
Ministry said that during the meeting both sides discussed the
latest developments and preparations for Kuwait’s participation
in the ‘One Planet’ summit, as a co-founder. The summit will be
held in Paris on July 10, aiming to address the effect of climate
change on the financial system, added the statement. The 14th
session of the joint Kuwaiti-French Ministerial Committee was
held during Yanovitch’s visit to Kuwait, which was attended by
member of the General Investment Authority Farooq Bastaki and
the French Ambassador to Kuwait Marie Masdupuy, along with
Assistant Undersecretary for Economic Affairs at the Ministry
Nabeel Abdul-Jaleel. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Finance Minister Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf meets with
the French President’s envoy Lawrence Yanovitch. —KUNA

KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman visits the Dhaman Health Assurance
Hospital. - KUNA

US envoy
applauds Kuwaiti
medical facility’s
progress
KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait
Lawrence Silverman heaped praise yesterday
on a Kuwaiti medical facility for its primary
healthcare program, saying the center has a
close rapport with American hospitals. Amid a

visit to Dhaman Health Assurance Hospital,
Silverman said Kuwait and the US have
stepped up cooperation in the healthcare sec-
tor, pointing out the progress the Kuwaiti facil-
ity has made is a testament to the growth the
country’s healthcare industry has seen.
Dhaman Health Assurance Hospital is eager to
work closely with American medical facilities,
its deputy chairman Hamid Al-Bassam told the
press, saying the American envoy’s visit is part
of efforts to interact with diplomats in the
country. Dhaman strives to provide patients a
world-class quality healthcare plan, said its
Operations Division Consultant Brian Flynn,
emphasizing that improving the local healthcare
sector remains the primary goal. — KUNA

Finance Minister, 
French official discuss
‘One Planet’ summit

Municipality 
promotes campaign
against ‘bachelors’
residence
KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality’s acting public
relations manager Mohammad Al-Mutairi said 124
billboards promoting the #Rest_Assured campaign
designed to fight the presence of ‘bachelors’ in pri-
vate residential areas have been installed in various
governorates. Mutairi said that the bachelors’ com-
mittee, headed by deputy director for Farwaniya
and Mubarak Al-Kabeer affairs, had finished prepa-
rations of its teams to inspect various areas. Mutairi
added that the campaign aims at boosting public
awareness of the significance of banning bachelors
from residing in private residential areas. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Guard’s command announced yesterday the opening
of new applications for those who would like to undergo special training courses
to become National Guard officers or warrant officers. Applications will be
received until July 11. This came upon direct instructions from Kuwait National

Guard Chief His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah and his deputy Sheikh
Meshaal Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, and as part of the National Guard’s strategic plan
of 2020 that is mainly concerned with youth and providing enough job opportu-
nities for them, Kuwait National Guard said in a statement yesterday.

National Guard organizes special training courses


