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Djokovic delight at stroll to semifinals
Serena dumped as Pliskova reaches Open semis

MELBOURNE: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic plays a forehand return to Japan’s Kei Nishikori during their men’s singles quarter-final match on day ten of the Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne yesterday. —AFP

MELBOURNE: Novak Djokovic was delighted to get
back into the semi-finals at the Australian Open after
missing out for two years as Kei Nishikori retired
injured yesterday.  The world number one eased into a
showdown with French 28th seed Lucas Pouille as
Nishikori retired after just 51 minutes when behind 6-1,
4-1 in the quarter-final.

“Feels great. This has been my most successful
Grand Slam throughout my career, the first one that I
won back in 2008,” said Djokovic, who is chasing a
record seventh Melbourne Park title. “I have a lot of
beautiful memories from Rod Laver Arena.  “Yeah, past
two years have been a bit tough with the elbow injury
and everything. Over the past 10 years, I’ve had plenty
of success here.

“Australia has been really kind to me throughout my
career.” Eighth seed Nishikori had endured three five-
set epics during 13hr 47min on court before the quar-
ter-final clash and suffered a thigh strain in the first set
as his previous exertions took their toll.

After a medical timeout and three minutes of treat-
ment from the physiotherapist, Nishikori emerged for
the second set with his right thigh strapped and taped,
and courageously attempted to carry on.

He seemed to be moving a little more freely, but the
recovery did not last long. After being broken to go 2-1
down by the Serbian 14-time Grand Slam champion
Nishikori became almost immobilised. When Djokovic
broke again to go 4-1 ahead it proved the last straw for
Nishikori’s brave challenge.

“After third game or fourth game when I was serv-
ing, I felt pretty heavy to my right leg,” Nishikori told
reporters.  “After that I couldn’t really bend my knees
and couldn’t jump up. Yeah, I decided to stop.”

Djokovic wished his old foe Nishikori a speedy
recovery after beating him for the 16th time in 18
meetings. “I’m really sorry to see him go through pain.
He’s had some tough injuries in the last couple of years.
I’m sure he’s not feeling great about ending the Grand
Slam this way,” said the Serb.

Earlier, Serena Williams was sensationally bundled
out of the Australian Open yesterday after an epic
three-set fight with Czech seventh seed Karolina
Pliskova for a semi-final spot. Pliskova won 6-4, 4-6,
7-5 to set up a final four clash with Japanese fourth
seed Naomi Osaka, ending the American great’s dream
of claiming a record-equalling 24th Grand Slam title at
Melbourne Park this year.

The 26-year-old survived four match points in a
rollercoaster third set that Williams led 5-1 before col-
lapsing to defeat in two hours 10 minutes.

“I was almost in the locker room, now I’m standing
here as the winner. It’s a great feeling,” an exhausted
Pliskova said. “My mind was in the locker room. I
wasn’t playing very well in the third set but I thought
let’s try, this game at 5-2. She got a little bit shaky in
the end so I took my chances and I won.”

Williams, 37, had blazed through the early stages of
the tournament, seeing off world number one Simona
Halep in the fourth round.

But against Pliskova she lacked the intensity she had
previously displayed and was soon trailing for the first
time during her campaign after a slew of uncharacter-
istic errors.

Pliskova, who entered this year’s tournament on a
high after winning the Brisbane International warm-up,
came out firing and out served Williams to take the
first set.

Williams rebounded in the second set before
imploding in the third when she had the finish line in
sight. Former world number one Pliskova has made
the quarter-finals in her last two appearances at
Melbourne Park and made the final at the US Open
in 2016.

She has been a regular in the second week of Grand
Slams in recent years, reaching the quarters or better
six times since late 2016, but is still searching for a
breakthrough win. The Czech said the win over
Williams was a huge confidence booster before facing
US Open champion Osaka. — AFP

NAPIER: A match billed as a runfest was
turned upside-down by India’s spin twins
Kuldeep Yadav and Yuzvendra Chahal yes-
terday, as New Zealand were crushed by
eight wickets in the first one-day interna-
tional in Napier. 

India arrived at the ground with captain
Virat Kohli expecting 300-plus to be par but
when his bowlers rolled New Zealand for 157
the outcome became a formality. “When I lost
the toss I thought it’s going to be 300 plus
but the way the guys bowled and created
pressure turned out to be absolutely oppo-
site,” he said.

“You know, 150 on that kind of a wicket
was quite an easy total to chase down and it
all boils down to the effort of the bowlers.”
Yadav and Chahal delivered a spin bowling

masterclass, mesmerising New Zealand with
six wickets between them, while Mohammed
Shami claimed three as New Zealand folded
for a mere 157 with 12 overs to spare. 

The target was reduced by two runs and
one over for India following a 30-minute
break when the setting sun blinded the eyes
of players and umpires. But the interruption
made no difference to Shikhar Dhawan, who
was unbeaten on 75 after leading India to
mow down the target in 34.5 overs.

A disappointed New Zealand captain Kane
Williamson blamed his side’s effort on an
inability to handle the precision Indian attack.
“Usually you come here and you’re thinking
300-plus, sometimes mid 300s, but it certain-
ly wans’t that and required a bit more graft,”
he said.

“Judging by some of the dismissals it
showed we didn’t adjust as quickly as we
would like to.” Coming off a series win
against Australia, India showed they are
building nicely as a well-balanced unit four
months out from the World Cup, while for
New Zealand there is work to be done. 

The New Zealand innings folded so quick-
ly that India had time to bat for nine overs

before the scheduled break, reaching 41 with
Dhawan on 29 and Sharma on 11.  Sharma
went on the second ball after the interval,
with Doug Bracewell making the break-
through, before the players left the field again
when the setting sun reached a dangerously
low angle. 

When India’s innings restarted again,
Dhawan on 31 was dropped by wicketkeeper
Tom Latham. It was a costly error for New
Zealand as the left-hander, who passed 5,000
ODI runs in the course of the innings, went on
to make his 26th half century. 

Kohli, a day after becoming the first player
to clinch all three top International Cricket
Council honours including cricketer of the
year, was caught behind for 45. Ambati
Rayudu finished not out 13. When New
Zealand elected to bat, it took Shami only
eight deliveries to clean out openers Martin
Guptill and Colin Munro before Yadav and
Chahal worked their magic. 

Ross Taylor’s run of six successive half-
centuries came to an end when he was caught
and bowled by Chahal for 24.  Tom Latham,
reputedly New Zealand’s best player of spin,
went the same way for 11.—AFP

Spin twins set up 
crushing victory 
for India over NZ

NAPIER: India’s Shikhar Dhawan plays a shot during the first one-day international (ODI)
cricket match between New Zealand and India at McLean Park in Napier yesterday.—AFP


