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family home. Near the family’s front gate, neighbors
had hung signs reading “Stop picking our flowers”.
Another banner read: “Killing the dream and killing
education is killing ambition and humanity.” As relatives
wept, girls held banners in Arabic and English saying:
“Aiia, your beautiful soul will never be forgotten.”

The only sound that could be heard was of Muslim

prayers from loudspeakers. Youths marching in a proces-
sion held up black banners that read “It’s time to say: stop
killing women” and “Women have the right to live in
peace” in both Arabic and English. A crowd of mourners
then followed Maasarwe’s coffin as it was taken to the Al-
Sarat mosque and cemetery where she was laid to rest.

Hours earlier, the town’s mayor, Khaled Abu Mukh,
and Israeli Arab MP Ahmad Tibi accompanied
Maasarwe’s father as her coffin arrived at the airport. In
a video posted on social media, Tibi said Maasarwe
was now the daughter of all Arab Israelis. Arab Israelis
are descendants of Palestinians who remained on their
land following the creation of Israel in 1948. They
account for some 17.5 percent of Israel’s population
and largely support the Palestinian cause. —Agencies 
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Uttar Pradesh sends 80 lawmakers to the lower house
of parliament, the most for any state in India. A total of
2,478 people were polled in Uttar Pradesh, which has a
population of about 220 million, for the survey.

The shock poll comes after the BJP lost elections in
five state assemblies late last year, including three that it
had controlled, largely because of rural anger about low
farm incomes tied to weak crop prices and amid con-
cerns about a lack of job creation. Following the losses,
Modi is considering a series of vote-catching measures,
including directly transferring money to farmers, that
may cost more than 1 trillion rupees, according to gov-
ernment sources.

Congress, meanwhile, appointed its President Rahul
Gandhi’s charismatic younger sister to a senior party
position that party officials say will help to energize its
campaign. Priyanka - whose father, grandmother and
great-grandfather were all prime ministers - was
appointed Congress party chief in the east of Uttar
Pradesh. She will report to Rahul, a fellow scion of the
Nehru-Gandhi dynasty, who heads the main opposition
party that ruled India for much of its post-independence
history. Priyanka, 47, is popular within Congress but the
reigns were passed to her older brother Rahul when
their mother Sonia stepped back from the helm in 2017.

Rahul, 48, said he was “very happy that my sister,
who is very capable and hardworking, will now work
with me”, as Congress campaigns in a tough election.
“Congress is not going to be on (the) back foot. It will
be on the front foot,” the opposition leader told
reporters. Priyanka is expected to assume her duties in
February, the party said in a statement.

She will oversee the party’s campaign in eastern
Uttar Pradesh, home to Modi’s constituency in the holy
Hindu city of Varanasi.  But the region is more than just
symbolic. Uttar Pradesh is the heartland of Hindi-speak-
ing India, a bellweather state and the country’s most
populous. Victory in Uttar Pradesh is a key stepping
stone to forming a national government.

Though she has campaigned informally in past elec-
tions, Priyanka’s official elevation to a key Congress post
was seen as a long time in the making. Some party loyal-
ists see Priyanka as more affable and charismatic than
her older brother, and had long lobbied for her to play a
bigger role. Rahul’s leadership credentials were ham-
mered in the wake of 2014, when Congress was thumped
in the polls by Modi and his BJP.

Modi won a record mandate and stormed to victory
with the Hindu nationalist BJP, gaining ground with deci-
sive wins in key states including Uttar Pradesh, as
Gandhi’s stewardship took a battering. But the Congress
leader has bounced back, with the party taking back
three heartland states from the BJP in December, deliver-
ing momentum as the national election looms. Priyanka’s
appointment comes as Congress was left out of an
opposition alliance against Modi between two regional
parties in Uttar Pradesh in recent weeks. — Agencies 

BJP faces big 
defeat in UP...

Continued from Page 1

how serious cardiovascular disease is,” said
McConway, who was not involved in the study. Heart
disease is the top killer of people worldwide, taking
17.9 million lives around the planet each year, for one-
third of all deaths, says the World Health Organization.
“The downside is the increase in major bleeding events,
including bleeding inside the skull and brain or major
bleeds in the stomach or gut,” added McConway.

In a non-aspirin-taking pool of 10,000 people, 16
would have such an event in a year, compared to 23
among aspirin-takers. In other words, about seven
more major bleeds annually, which McConway
described as a “substantial increase”, even though the
annual risk of a hemorrhage “is still not high”.

According to Jeremy Pearson, associate medical
director of the British Heart Foundation, the meta-
analysis “valuably updates our knowledge, but does not
change the current perspective”. “It confirms that the
average risk of harm exceeds benefit, so that guidelines
should not be changed.”

Aspirin is not recommended in Britain for prevention
of heart disease. But in the United States, the US

Preventive Services Task Force recommends “initiating
low-dose aspirin use for the primary prevention of car-
diovascular disease (CVD) and colorectal cancer in
adults aged 50 to 59 years who have a 10 percent or
greater 10-year CVD risk, are not at increased risk for
bleeding, have a life expectancy of at least 10 years.”

According to a recent nationwide survey of US
adults, about half reported regular aspirin use. Sean
Zheng, a cardiologist at King’s College Hospital and
lead author of the JAMA report, said the public may
not understand that taking low-dose, or baby aspirin,
carries significant risks. “In my opinion, there is no
place for routine use of aspirin in patients who are
healthy,” he told AFP. “Maybe it’s because it’s over the
counter and it’s described as a baby aspirin, but actual-
ly our data show that there is a very real risk, and you
shouldn’t take it with the expectation that it’s complete-
ly benign and safe.”

The study also delved into aspirin’s preventive bene-
fits when it comes to cancer, and found “no overall
association between aspirin use and incident cancer or
cancer mortality”. The review pointed out one study
that had found a 15 percent reduction in cancer death
associated with aspirin use after five years of follow-up.
However, the same findings were not replicated in a
second trial, which followed almost 500 patients for
seven years. “The findings of this study suggest that the
association of aspirin with cancer outcomes is neutral,
with no suggestion of harm or benefit from the avail-
able current evidence,” said the JAMA report.  — AFP 
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PARIS: Leafcutter ants build super highways to trans-
fer food and building materials hundreds of meters
without communicating with each other, scientists
claimed yesterday, in findings that could prompt a
rethink about how some insect communities organize
themselves. Each leafcutter colony can carve out nearly
three kilometers of trails from the forest floor every
year, investing an average of 11,000 hours into con-
structing and maintaining them.

It had long been thought that the ants, which are
native to South and Central America, organize
megaprojects by communicating with one another,
assigning specialists to remove debris and retrieve leaf
matter. But an international team of researchers made a
startling discovery while investigating the behavior of
one of nature’s most impressive engineers. Far from
communicating individual tasks as part of an overall
plan, the ants appear to manage large-scale infrastruc-
ture projects with no coordination at all. In other
words: Each ant seems to act alone, solving environ-
mental problems such as removing obstructions as they
are encountered. 

“Although many thousand individuals contribute to
the construction of infrastructure, there is no commu-
nication or organization between them - the massive
foraging trails are a byproduct of the foraging behav-
ior,” said Thomas Bochynek, from Northwestern
University’s department of electrical engineering and
computer science. “This is surprising, because many
collective behaviors are organized by communica-
tion,” he told AFP.

The behavior of social insects such as ants, bees and
termites is usually considered to be governed by stig-
mergy - self-organization through direct or indirect
communication among individuals. Ants, for example,

were long thought to organize building projects via
pheromones left behind by each insect as a set of
instructions for other colony members. But several
studies have since cast doubt on this theory.

Bochynek and his team monitored colonies of leaf-
cutter ants in the lab and in nature to see how fast they
cleared a transit path through debris and how many
ants pitched in at a given time. They also built a com-
puter model to hypothesize a typical, randomized rate
of clearance based on each ant’s likelihood of encoun-
tering an obstruction by chance and then clearing it. 

If the ants communicated specific commands
between themselves to clear a particular blockage, the
removal rates would speed up or slow down, depending
on whether they were chatting it up or working togeth-
er. But the opposite was true: The team found a virtual-
ly linear increase in the number of removed objects
over time, something that would be “inexplicable” were
the ants coordinating.

‘Minimum complexity’ 
The notion that some collective behaviors - even the

kilometer-long ant highways - can be achieved without
any communication is relatively new, and yesterday’s
study in the journal Proceedings of Royal Society B
lends it weight. Bochynek said the research could point
to the simple, evolutionary energy-saving principle of:
“If you do not need to communicate, don’t!” “It saves
the energetic expenditure of performing the behavior
and reduces the required complexity in the individual
animals,” he said. 

Trail clearing, while costly in terms of time, has
been proven to be “energy-cheap” for ants as it
greatly reduces the future costs of obtaining food.
Bochynek hopes for further inquiry into how insects

maximize energy and conduct large-scale projects
without any apparent instruction. “Biologists and
computer scientists are impressed by the fact that
complexity in a group can come from simple individu-
als, because it is so different from our own society,” he

said. “Showing that we can further reduce the mini-
mum amount of complexity required in an individual
to still see complex group behavior is hence exciting,
and makes the trail clearing example more impressive
in our opinion.” — AFP 

Construction without coordination: 
How ants build megaprojects

PARIS: A handout photo shows leafcutter ants transporting leaves. — AFP 

DOHA: The ruler of Qatar offered support for
Sudan’s “unity and stability” yesterday at a meeting
with President Omar Al-Bashir on his first foreign vis-
it in more than a month of protests against him, a
statement said. The tiny but wealthy Gulf state vies
with regional rivals for influence in Sudan, strategic in
part for its access to the Red Sea, and last year
agreed a $4 billion deal to jointly develop Suakin
port. But no new financial assistance was announced
yesterday.

Bashir arrived in Qatar on Tuesday as protests
raged at home. Anger at inflation and shortages has
coalesced into calls for an end to his 30-year rule.
“President Bashir briefed the Amir on the latest
updates regarding the situation and challenges facing
the country,” said a statement from the court of
Qatar’s Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani. “The
Amir affirmed Qatar’s firm stance on Sudan’s unity
and stability, and they discussed the latest develop-
ments in the Darfur peace process.”

Bashir, who came to power in a 1989 military coup,
has blamed the unrest on foreign “agents” and rebels
from the western region of Darfur. The official death

toll from the unrest stands at 26, including two secu-
rity personnel. Rights groups say at least 40 have
died.

Sudan has looked to maintain good relations with
parties on both sides of a bitter Gulf region dispute. A
Saudi Arabia-led bloc launched a boycott of Qatar in
2017, accusing it of supporting terrorism, a charge
Doha denies. Bashir has contributed troops to a
Saudi-led coalition’s war efforts in Yemen, but also
struck deals and kept close ties with the Saudi bloc’s
rivals Qatar and Turkey.

Analysts and diplomats saw Bashir’s trip as a
chance to tap Qatar for assistance in shoring up the
country’s meager finances, which have been drained
since the south seceded with the lion’s share of oil
output in 2011. Qatar has long played a mediating role
in Sudan’s Darfur conflict and was among the first
countries to express support after protests broke out
on Dec 19, with Sheikh Tamim calling Bashir to offer
“all that was necessary”, according to Sudan.

“For Omar Al-Bashir to make his first visit since
the protests to Qatar and not to other traditional
allies is big,” said Ibrahim Fraihat, a professor of
international conflict resolution at the Doha Institute
for Graduate Studies. “He obviously needs help and
they (other allies) haven’t been able to provide it,”
said Fraihat. However, Sudan said yesterday it had
received unspecified assistance from the United Arab
Emirates, plus offers from Russia and Turkey of fuel
and wheat. The scale and timing of that aid was
unclear. — Reuters 

Qatari amir hosts 
Bashir, backs unity
in restive Sudan

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin and his
Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan met for
Syria talks in Moscow yesterday, with Turkey saying
they would focus on Ankara’s so-called “security
zone” in northern Syria. Russia and Turkey have
agreed to coordinate ground operations in Syria fol-
lowing US President Donald Trump’s shock announce-
ment last month about pulling 2,000 American troops
out of Syria.

At the start of their meeting in the Kremlin, Putin
addressed Erdogan as “dear friend,” saying that their
countries “work on issues of regional security and
actively cooperate on Syria”. Erdogan used the same
term for Putin in translated comments and said “our
solidarity makes a weighty contribution to the securi-
ty of the region.” 

The warm rhetoric came despite the fact that the
two leaders are on opposite sides of the Syria conflict:
Russia provides critical support to the Syrian govern-
ment, while Turkey has backed rebel groups fighting

President Bashar Al-Assad’s forces. Despite this, they
have worked closely to find a political solution to the
seven-year conflict. 

Turkey has welcomed Washington’s planned with-
drawal from Syria but the future of US-backed
Kurdish militia forces labelled terrorists by Ankara has
upset ties between the NATO allies. Erdogan said
Monday he would discuss with Putin the creation of a
Turkish-controlled “security zone” in northern Syria,
suggested by Trump. The US-allied Kurds, who con-
trol much of the north, have rejected the idea, fearing a
Turkish offensive against territory under their control.

Moscow, a long-term supporter of Assad, is likely
to oppose the plan, with Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov last week saying Damascus must take
control of the north. Nearly eight years into Syria’s
deadly conflict, the US pullout has led to another key
step in Assad’s Russian-backed drive to reassert con-
trol. Kurdish forces who were left exposed by Trump’s
pledge to withdraw have asked the Syrian regime for
help to face a threatened Turkish offensive.

The Kremlin hailed the entry by Syrian forces into
the key northern city of Manbij for the first time in
six years after Kurds opened the gates. Moscow
plans to organize a three-way summit with Turkey
and Iran at the beginning of this year as part of the
Astana peace process, launched by the three coun-
tries in 2017. — AFP 
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MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin meets his Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan at the
Kremlin yesterday. — AFP 


