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Mexican actress Yalitza Aparicio speaks to the media outside her trailer near the US-
Mexico border where she is taking part in a production, in Tijuana, Baja California state,
Mexico. — AFP

In this file photo Bebe Rexha
performs during 106.1 KISS

FM’s Jingle Ball 2018 pre-
sented by Capital One at

American Airlines Center in
Dallas, Texas. — AFP

By Nasma Younes

The long-awaited 2019 Oscar award nomi-
nees have been declared on Tuesday, with
Alfonso Cuaron’s “Roma” in the lead, scoring

a total of 10 nominations including Best Picture,
which makes this movie Netflix’s first ever Best
Picture nomination. This semi-autobiographical
take on Cuaron’s early life, made an estimate of
$2.8 million by its ninth week in the box office
with a budget of about $15 million, proving once
again that the film industry is evolving by the

year. The academy is broadening its horizons by
offering Oscar award nominations to Netflix
Originals, something that wouldn’t have been
imaginable ten years ago. But this isn’t the only
surprise for this year’s selection; for the first time
ever, we have a Superhero Best picture nomina-
tion for Ryan Coogler’s “Black Panther”. The
Academy has never considered any superhero
movie ever worthy of a nomination beforehand
with the exception of Christopher Nolan’s “The
Dark Knight” in 2008. 

This nomination sets a more serious tone for

the Superhero genre and is the first step towards
broadening the spectrum of possible genres to be
nominated for the future to come, such as horror,
animation, etc. Yet another surprise for this year’s
shortlist, is the Best Picture nomination for nos-
talgic cash-grab “Bohemian Rhapsody”, The
Queen biopic starring Rami Malek as the leg-
endary lead singer of the band, Freddie Mercury
and directed by Bryan Singer. This movie has
been nominated in efforts of appealing to the
masses. The Oscars are trying to boost ratings by
acknowledging films that a majority of viewers

have actually seen, it’s not surprising that one of
the highest-grossing films of the year clicked with
the Academy. Finally, the most pleasant surprise
of this year’s list of contenders is Nadine Labaki’s
“Capernaum” landing Lebanon it’s second
Foreign-Language nomination and hopefully its
first win, allowing the middle-east a definite entry
into the international film industry.

Capernaum: Oscar’s most pleasant surprise

Mexicans celebrated Tuesday as
“Roma” grabbed 10 Oscar nomi-
nations-none more exuberantly

than the film’s breakout star, Yalitza
Aparicio, who melted hearts and went
viral with her ecstatic reaction to her best
actress nomination. Aparicio, an indige-
nous schoolteacher with no acting experi-
ence who landed the part when she
accompanied her sister to the audition,
posted a video on Twitter of the moment
she got the news. Watching the
announcements on a laptop in what
appeared to be her hotel room in Tijuana-
where she had traveled for a photo shoot
at the US-Mexican border fence-Aparicio
let out a scream when her name popped
up, then pressed her hands to her face,
choking back tears, in a gesture of pure
joy no actress could feign.

The video went viral, garnering tens of
thousands of likes and countless replays
on Mexican TV. “I’m so happy. I was not
expecting this news when I woke up so
early today,” Aparicio wrote. Filmed in
Spanish and the indigenous Mixtec lan-
guage, set in Mexico City in the 1970s
and filmed in black and white, “Roma” is
not supposed to be the kind of movie that
finds huge success in the United States-
especially not in the Mexico-bashing era
of President Donald Trump. But Alfonso
Cuaron’s intimate portrait of his childhood
and the two women who raised him-his
nanny, played by Aparicio, and his mother,
played by best supporting actress nomi-
nee Marina de Tavira-garnered the most
Oscar nominations of any film this year,
together with Greek director Yorgos
Lanthimos’s “The Favourite.”

“Roma” scored several firsts in the
process: first Spanish-language film nomi-
nated for best picture, and the first nomi-
nations for streaming giant Netflix in the
directing, original screenplay, foreign lan-
guage film and best picture categories,
among others. For Mexico-where the film
triggered a national conversation on race,
class and the traumas of the past-the
news was celebrated by figures from the
president on down. Cuaron “is a first-rate
filmmaker, a source of pride for Mexico. I

congratulate him and all the actors and
production team.... We should all see the
film,” said President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador-admitting that he himself
had not watched it yet.

‘Viva Alfonso!’ 
“We’re all happy! What can I say? It’s

been a very intense morning,” said
Eugenio Caballero, the production
designer on “Roma” who famously recre-
ated Cuaron’s boyhood home and street
in minute detail for the film. “I’m so happy
to see the nominations for Yalitza, Marina,
Alfonso and the entire team,” he told AFP.
Mexican filmmakers have racked up an
impressive string of successes at the
Academy Awards in recent years.

The trio of Mexican directors known
as the “Three Amigos”-Cuaron, Guillermo
del Toro and Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu-
have won the best director award four of
the past five years. Cuaron, who won in
2014 with “Gravity,” now stands to make
that five of the past six. The Mexican film
community was jubilant. “VIVA ALFON-
SO!!” tweeted del Toro, whose film “The
Shape of Water” won the most statuettes
at last year’s Oscars with four, including
best picture and best director.

“I can’t believe it!! I can’t take the
excitement,” tweeted Gael Garcia Bernal,
one of Mexico’s best-known actors, who
became a Hollywood heartthrob after
starring in Cuaron’s last Spanish-language
film, “Y Tu Mama Tambien” (2001).
“‘Roma’ is making history for Mexican
film, on an international level,” said the
president of the Mexican Academy of
Film Arts and Sciences, Ernesto
Contreras. Mexicans will no doubt be
watching in droves when the Oscars cere-
mony is held on February 24. “The great
value of ‘Roma,’ besides its visual beauty,
lies in the questions it asks us as
Mexicans, about who we are, where we
come from and our shared wounds,” said
Maria Novaro, head of the Mexican Film
Institute (IMCINE). — AFP

Mexico celebrates as ‘Roma’
grabs 10 Oscar nominations

Grammy nominee
blasts designers
for dubbing her 
‘too big’ to dress
An American pop star up for Best New Artist at next

month’s Grammys says she’s struggling to find a
dress for the ceremony, with designers calling her

“too big.” Bebe Rexha-a singer who also nabbed a nomi-
nation for the tender country pop duet “Meant to Be”-
called out designers on social media for refusing to craft
her a custom gown, highlighting what has become a
perennial issue on the red carpet. “I had my team hit [up] a
lot of designers,” the 29-year-old said. “And a lot of them
do not want to dress me because I’m too big.” “If a size
6/8 is too big, then I don’t know what to tell you. Then I
don’t want to wear your f***g dresses,” Rexha said.

“You’re saying that all the women in the world that are
size 8 and up are not beautiful and they cannot wear your
dresses.” An American size 8 converts to approximately
40 in Europe and 12 in Britain.  Celebrities including singer
Adam Lambert and model Tyra Banks tweeted their sup-
port for Rexha, who said her “size 8 a**” will still be
attending the Grammys gala on February 10. Rexha did
not specify which designers had turned her down, but her
rant underscored the enduring challenge faced by women
artists who can’t shimmy into samples, generally limited to
runway model sizes 0-4.

A handful of designers responded to the singer’s post
offering to lend a hand. High-profile designer Christian
Siriano, who has made a point of dressing curvier stars in
the past, tweeted that “we have dressed @BebeRexha a
few times and would love to do it again!” And eveningwear
specialist Elizabeth Kennedy said, “I’d love to make you a
dress for the Grammys!” “I’m a size 8 too, and yes it is a
beautiful size.”

Not a sample size 
Dressing celebrities on the red carpet offers designers

a platform to promote their work and houses often loan

stars outfits for A-list events-but a number of stars have
admitted to buying their own dresses off the rack.
Television star Megan Mullally, who is set to host the
Screen Actors Guild Awards this weekend, posted on
Instagram last month: “looks like i will be buying my dress
online.” “even though there is literally a 100 percent
chance that i will be on camera, because I’M HOSTING
IT,” she said, adding that “designers do not send me
dresses.” “oh, the glamor of it all.”

In 2016, actress Leslie Jones drew attention to the issue
after tweeting that she had nothing to wear to the pre-
miere of Ghostbusters, a film she starred in, due to her
size. “It’s so funny how there are no designers wanting to
help me with a premiere dress for a movie,” tweeted Jones.
“Hmmm that will change and I remember everything.”

Siriano came to the rescue, dressing the statuesque
actress in an off-the-shoulder, power-red column gown
with a thigh-high slit. “It shouldn’t be exceptional to work
with brilliant people just because they’re not sample size.
Congrats aren’t in order, a change is,” Siriano tweeted of
the episode. The New York-based designer later said
dressing Jones became a silver bullet for sales. “We’ve
sold hundreds of that red gown,” Siriano told People mag-
azine. “Certain celebrities, when they wear clothes, people
immediately want it.” 

“Our wildcard is when we dress Leslie.” California-
based Japanese designer Tadashi Shoji, whose fans include
actress Octavia Spencer, has also made it his business to
cater to a spectrum of bodies. His techniques include
ruching and draping to flatter everyone from size 0 petite
to 24 — what he refers to as “queen size.”— AFP

“Glass,” a superhero thriller both
financed and directed by M Night
Shyamalan, shattered the North

American box office over the holiday weekend,
taking in $46.5 million, industry watcher
Exhibitor Relations said Tuesday. The Universal
film, a sequel to Shyamalan’s “Unbreakable”
(2000) and “Split” (2016), stars Bruce Willis as
the superhuman known as “The Overseer”
locked in a psychiatric ward with nemesis and
mass murderer Samuel L. Jackson, AKA “Mr
Glass.” Its four-day take over the Martin Luther
King Jr holiday weekend in the US saw it vault
past the previous weekend’s leader, “The
Upside” from STX Films, which took in $18.4
million for second spot. 

“The Upside” features Bryan Cranston as a
wealthy quadriplegic who hires ex-convict
Kevin Hart as his caretaker. Critics have called
the script, a remake of a 2011 French film,
“corny” but praised the two lead actors. In third
was Warner Bros’s superhero film “Aquaman,”
down one spot from last weekend, with a take of
$12.7 million. The film, starring Jason Momoa as
the Atlantean king, has generated more than $1
billion in box office revenues worldwide.

Fourth spot went to a surprise entry-anime

film “Dragon Ball Super: Broly” from Funimation
Films, with $11.5 million.  The fantasy martial
arts movie is the 20th “Dragon Ball” film and
appears to be having one of the best showings
of any in the series. And in fifth was “Spider-
Man: Into the Spider-Verse,” still performing
well in its sixth week out at $10.2 million. The
Sony movie won the Best Animated Movie
award at the recent Golden Globe ceremony.

Rounding out the weekend’s top 5 were:
“A Dog’s Way Home” ($9.9 million)
“Escape Room” ($6.8 million)
“Mary Poppins Returns” ($7.2 million)
“Bumblebee” ($6.1 million)
“On the Basis of Sex” ($4.8 million)—AFP

This is the watch that every young
man dreams of wearing on his wrist:
a piece that is passed on from gen-

eration to generation. Inspired by the
1950s collection, the Tissot Heritage
Visodate Quartz symbolises a smooth
combination of sentimental classicism
and youthful passion which is expressed
in its design: a nostalgic dial with a mod-
ern twist, the Tissot logo in the original
font, delicate facetted hour markers, the
essential date counter at 3 o’clock and -
a new feature - a quartz movement.

The 1950s heralded the Tissot
Heritage Visodate with its avant-garde
design: a streamlined dial; crisp, angular
lines; finesse in wear; an original style;
and the essential date function at 3
o’clock. The Tissot Heritage Visodate
Quartz takes inspiration from its prede-
cessor while adding elegant touches
from its own time, including a domed
case made statelier by a range of distinc-
tive straps. The young man who wears it
embodies the values, hopes and aspira-

tions of the 21st century, while showing
affection for a piece that makes refer-
ence to history. 

This piece could have belonged to his
grandfather, and it possesses a unique
patina; but it is also the ideal daily com-
panion. From urban life to the office, from
the airport terminal to weekends on the
road, the Tissot Heritage Visodate Quartz
embodies all the qualities required for
the pursuit of purity to which we all
aspire. It has that surprising spirit - a
blend of retro and modernity - that
makes ordinary life extraordinary: a way
of reminding us that in life, yes, there is
always a new experience somewhere to
be discovered. And a new chapter to
write. 

Features
Swiss-made quartz ETA movement 
Domed scratch-resistant sapphire crystal 
Water resistant to 3 bar (30 m / 100 feet)
316L stainless steel milanese bracelet or
leather strap

Shyamalan’s ‘Glass’ shatters N American box office

In this file photo (from left) US actor Samuel L Jackson, US director Night Shyamalan, US actress
Sarah Paulson and British actor James McAvoy pose on arrival for the European premiere of
“Glass” in central London. — AFP

Tissot Heritage Visodate
Quartz a legacy of elegance

Cocaine found in
Chris Brown’s hotel
room ‘was not his’

French police probing rape claims against American R&B
star Chris Brown found cocaine and cannabis in his Paris
hotel suite, his lawyer said yesterday, while denying that

the cocaine belonged to the singer. Brown’s French lawyer,
Raphael Chiche, confirmed that the 29-year-
old was found in possession of cannabis during
his arrest at the luxury Mandarin Oriental hotel
on Monday night over claims that he assaulted
a woman a week earlier.

But the Grammy Award-winning singer had
a note from his American doctor covering his
use of the drug for medicinal purposes, Chiche
said. The cocaine found “was not his” and
“belonged to those who had come to party in
his suite on the night of January 20-21,” the lawyer added.
Brown, his bodyguard and a friend were arrested after a 25-
year-old woman accused them of raping her in the Mandarin
Oriental, where he was staying while attending shows during
men’s fashion week in the French capital.

After being held for 24 hours the three were released
without charge on Tuesday night. Chiche said his client want-
ed to bring a defamation lawsuit. “He says he had no sexual

relations of any sort with the complainant,” Chiche said. The
singer, who denies the allegations, posted a picture on his
Instagram account after his release that read “This B!tch
Lyin’”. “I WANNA MAKE IT PERFECTLY CLEAR...... THIS
IS FALSE AND A WHOLE LOT OF CAP! (sic),” he posted
next to the picture.

Still under investigation 
The prosecutor’s office said the three men were still under

investigation on suspicion of aggravated rape and a drugs
offence. The alleged victim told police she met Brown in a
nightclub near the Champs-Elysees avenue with a group of
other women on the night of January 15. She then agreed to

go back to the singer’s hotel, on the glitzy bou-
tique-lined Rue du Faubourg Saint-Honore.
Chiche said that his client was now free to
return to the United States but would continue
to cooperate with investigators and “will come
back if he has to”.

Brown has been in the news more for his
legal troubles than his hit releases in recent
years. In 2009 he was convicted of beating fel-
low singer Rihanna, his girlfriend at the time,
who was forced to miss the Grammy Awards

because of her injuries. Brown was sentenced to five years’
probation and six months of community service for the
assault. In 2014 he pleaded guilty to assaulting a fan in
Washington and two years later he was arrested and charged
with assault with a deadly weapon following a standoff with
Los Angeles police officers. He is best-known for his hits in
the mid-2000s such as “Kiss, Kiss” and “Run It”. — AFP

Chris Brown


