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VIVA launches 
VIVA App with 
face ID login

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and
most developed telecom operator, launched the
new face recognition feature on the VIVA App
on Apple Store and Play Store that uniquely
identifies users by looking at the device and ana-
lyzing patterns based on the facial textures and
shape, with ‘more’ ease.

The new facial scan feature is a technology
that allows users to rapidly access their account
following easy steps and flexible features with-
out the hassle of passwords to manage their
account and conduct their transactions. In addi-
tion, it provides them high level of security to
protect their data and information.

On this occasion, Abdulrazzaq Bader Al-Essa,
Corporate Communications Director at VIVA
said: “This new technology is part of our promis-
ing digital experience for our customers to
always address their needs and aspirations.”

KUWAIT: Kuwait International Airport, an entity man-
aged by the government’s Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has announced that it has adopted
Microsoft Azure cloud solutions to streamline the air-
port’s operations. The move enables DGCA to drive
digital transformation in every facet - engage passen-
gers, empower employees, optimize operations and
transform airport services. 

Located 10 miles south of the city, Kuwait
International Airport is home to a traffic of 13.7 million
passengers annually, up by 17 percent since 2016. The
growing operations called for DGCA to modernize the
airport into a new state-of-the-art facility that can han-
dle 25 million passengers a year and provide a remark-
able customer experience. To address these needs,
DGCA decided to partner with Microsoft and bring
technology at the heart of this effort keeping up with
the continual changes in the aviation industry.

“The Government of Kuwait wants to better address
issues that many international airports face: high traffic,
long lines, and inefficient gate assignments,” explains
Mohammad Al-Mutairi, IT Operations Manager of the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation. “Kuwait’s Aviation
sector has undergone an orbit shift and has played a
vital role in development of the economy. By imple-
menting the latest Microsoft technology, the Kuwait
International Airport will further enhance its servicing
competences and drive transformation in the industry.” 

To handle ever-increasing volume of flights and pas-
sengers, DGCA adopted the Microsoft Azure Cloud to
gather, manage, and analyze airport data, and transform
it into actionable business intelligence and data visual-
izations. This enables the airport’s employees to avoid
time-consuming manual data analysis tasks, and man-
agers gain real-time information that they can use to
streamline airport operations.

For example, leveraging Azure-based advanced data
management capabilities, airport operations experts

can now stream the information into Power BI dash-
boards, a business analytics tool that provides real-time
information about the number of passengers, the num-
ber of airplanes they’re flying on, the wait time at the
airport, how many workers are needed to transfer lug-
gage to what types of aircraft, and the number of open
ticket counters. 

“Our employees are now empowered with the
insights they need to make the best decisions possible,
as quickly as possible,” says Al-Mutairi, “our mission is
to give the right people everything they need to know
‘right now,’ to take the right action at Kuwait
International Airport. The way Power BI brings together
information in Azure Data Warehouse into one insight-
ful, visually engaging experience - is better than any-
thing manual methods could ever do.”

Microsoft and DGCA have enjoyed a partnership for
over two years to drive digital transformation in the
aviation sector of the country. In 2016, the latter
migrated 3,000 field workers to Microsoft Office 365,
as well as implemented Microsoft Teams to improve
collaboration, productivity and communication with
and among field workers. In the near future, DGCA also
plans to automate much of the decision-making
process by using Azure Machine Learning, which will
help amplify human ingenuity and reduce the risk of
any possible errors.

“Every improvement in the airport’s operation is an
important milestone in the directorate’s modernization.
We’re optimizing our airport’s operations, which gives
us a elevates our position compared to other airports,
and that attracts more business. Microsoft cloud tech-
nology is helping to lift us to a higher level in the avia-
tion industry,” concludes Al-Mutairi.

“DGCA is one of the impressive examples of our
customers that are truly leveraging technology to
transform their operations and improve the services
they provide,” said Charles Nahas, General Manager,

Microsoft Kuwait. “It is exciting to see how they are
adopting the latest technologies and tools to drive
change. In particular, the DGCA recognized the power
of data as a strategic asset and leveraging the cloud to
make more powerful and intelligent decisions.  We are
proud to support the Digital Transformation journey of
DGCA and we stand forth to support the Government

of Kuwait in such crucial efforts.”
“Microsoft appreciates the partnership with the

government of Kuwait represented by the Central
Agency for Information and Technology (CAIT) that
allowed us to provide these digital transformation tech-
nologies to the government entities in country and the
DGCA in specific,” added Nahas.

DGCA drives digital transformation with Microsoft-trusted cloud solutions

Kuwait Airport adopts Microsoft Azure
solutions to streamline its operations

Panasonic to speed 
up your food 
preparation with 
new blenders
KUWAIT: Panasonic has introduced two
new innovations in fresh food prepara-
tion and kitchen convenience for the
Kuwaiti market - the MX-KM5070 and
MX-KM3070 blenders.  Built with high-
quality Japanese craftmanship Panasonic
has always been known for, these
blenders boast a wide range of programs
and easy-to-use features to help users
enjoy a variety of flavors from gourmet
dishes to succulent desserts to the most
refreshing drinks any time of the day.

Featuring a 1.5 L capacity glass jug,
the blenders are built with powerful
motor - 800 W for MX-KM5070 and
600 W for MX-KM3070 - offering
unprecedented performance.

In addition to the high-performance
motor, a key highlight of the blenders are
the 4 stainless steel sawtooth blades that
are uniquely designed.  The upper blade

is designed for powerful crushing while
the lower blade is built to further cut the
ingredients after the crushing process.

Another ingenious feature of the
blenders is the Power Circulation by
V&M technology that ensures the ingre-
dients are dynamically mixed.  The ‘V’
motion lifts the ingredients, while ‘M’
movement strikes them against the four-
ribbed jug wall and lets them drop for a
perfectly thorough blending.   Katsuki
Nishimura - Manager, PMMAF, said,
“Both models of the blender can defi-
nitely ease your food preparation in the
kitchen.  The technology behind the
sawtooth blade will be truly appreciated
as it ensures any ingredient will be finely
cut as desired.”

“Panasonic has built a legacy of
kitchen appliances that has no doubt
revolutionized our meal preparation and
cooking habits.  The MX-KM5070 and
MX-KM3070 blenders are easy and
convenient solutions for those who
would like to incorporate fresh, healthy
food into their diets.  Recognizing the
shift amongst Kuwaiti consumers
towards healthy eating, these new
Panasonic blenders are indeed great
additions to your kitchen counter,”

added Omar Massouh - Director,
Corporate Marketing & Public Relations
at Easa Husain Al-Yousifi Company.

The blenders also come with two 2
Dry Mills offering users the freedom of
having a dedicated mill for specific
ingredients, that is, one for spices and
another one for coffee beans.   On the
safety front, Panasonic ticks all the boxes

starting from the four-sealing lips on the
jug cover for leak prevention, safety lock
for mounted jars, and an overload circuit
breaker to prevent motor failure. 

The Panasonic MX-KM5070 and
MX-KM3070 Blenders are now avail-
able in Kuwait at all Best Al-Yousifi
Electronics Showrooms and authorized
distributors.

KFH Capital 
arranges $1.6bn 
sukuk issuances 
for FAB and DIB
KUWAIT: Chief Investment Banking Officer at KFH
Capital, an investment arm of KFH Group “KFH”, Abdullah
Al-Haddad said that KFH Capital has succeeded in arrang-
ing two issuances worth $1.6 billion Sukuk for First Abu
Dhabi Bank(FAB) and Dubai Islamic Bank(DIB), with a
group of regional and international banks. Sukuk issuances
have been fully subscribed within record time and attract-
ed investors from the region and the world. This step reit-
erates KFH Group’s pioneering role in the Sukuk market,
and establishes Sukuk as a vital source of finance for gov-
ernments, companies and major development projects.

With orderbooks climbing above $2.8 billion, FAB has
raised $850 million through Sukuk, marking it the first
issuance to be announced and subscribed in a single day,
which is a major achievement and unprecedented in cor-
porate Sukuk. As a lead arranger, KFH Capital attracted

the participation of more than 110 investors, where 72
percent of the participants came from the Middle East,
while the remaining banks, investment companies, fund
managers and wealth managers were from Asia and
Europe. This reflects KFH Capital’s keenness to provide a
balanced, diversified and comprehensive coverage of the
issue, establishing trust and cooperation with investors,
risk distribution and high prevalence and acceptance of
Sukuk. The diversity of investors reflects the great trust
placed in FAB and KFH Capital’s capabilities to manage
the issuance process. It also reflects international
investors’ interest in Sukuk products, Al-Haddad indicated
in a press release. 

He said that the Sukuk tenor will be 5 years with a peri-
odic distribution amount of 3.875 percent, adding that the
issuance is expected to be rated at Aa3 by Moody’s and
AA- by Fitch and will be listed on the London Stock
Exchange. As a lead manager, KFH-Capital succeeded in
arranging another Sukuk issuance of $750 million for
Islamic Dubai Bank, in cooperation with 167 regional and
international investors. The Tier 1 Sukuk are perpetual,.
KFH-Capital received $3.7 billion in orders and the books
were  5-times oversubscribed. DIB, rated A by Fitch and
A3 by Moody’s listed the non-rated Sukuk (based on
Mudarabah type) on Nasdaq Dubai, Al- Haddad added.

He said that a growing issuance trend is expected in

2019 due to increased
interest and trust by com-
panies and governments
who have expressed their
interest in the Sukuk prod-
uct as a premier finance
instrument. As many coun-
tries, corporate and finan-
cial institutions consider
tapping the market in
order to meet their finance
needs, a growing momen-
tum in the Sukuk issuances
is anticipated.

Al-Haddad reiterated
that KFH Group plays a
leading role in the Islamic Finance sector by innovating
new Islamic products and services which are introduced
as an alternative to traditional banking products. He indi-
cated that the vast experience of KFH Group in the
Sukuk issuance has positioned it as a trustworthy and
highly recognized organization by major corporates and
governments globally. The various structures used by
KFH Group in arranging Sukuk, Ijara, Wakala or others,
have made Sukuk highly competitive against convention-
al finance instruments. 

First Bahrain 
appoints Omar 
Altemiemy as CEO
KUWAIT: The Board of Directors of First Bahrain Real
Estate Development Company yesterday announced
the appointment of Omar Faysal Altemiemy as Chief
Executive Officer. He will assume responsibilities imme-
diately, taking over the duties from Chairman Waleed
Alkhaja, who had served as the acting CEO since July. 

With the selection of Altemiemy as CEO, the Board
sends a message of stability and confidence to the
market, appointing one of their own members who had
served the shareholders with distinction since his
appointment in May 2014. During his term on the

board, the Company has doubled the value of its
income generating assets and quadrupled its net rental
income, as it developed a series of new projects in
Janabiya and Seef, actively converting raw lands into
income generating investments. The Company has
clear plans for expansion as it begins work on the first
phase of a retail project in Seef and looks closely at
opportunistic acquisitions. 

The announcement of this leadership transition was
made at the start of the new year to signify the new
season for the Company as it looks to the future after
completing its recent mixed-use development in
Janabiya. Commenting on this announcement,
Chairman, Waleed Alkhaja stated, “We are very
pleased with the appointment of Altemiemy and
expect that he will bring wise leadership and energy to
the First Bahrain team. His long relationship with the
shareholders and keen insight as an investment man-
ager will be most useful as the Company prepares for

future growth and diversification of its investments. We
are particularly pleased to see him lead us forward
with our new projects in the Seef district.”

In response, Altemiemy added, “It is a tremendous
honor to be appointed to this position of responsibility
and trust. By God’s grace and help, I will guide the
Company towards a new season of growth and sustain-
able returns. I look forward to this new challenge with
great excitement and energy and I promise to work in a
manner worthy of the confidence that you have placed
in me. To the existing management team, I am eager to
begin working together with you to build on your previ-
ous achievements and achieve new levels of success.”

Altemiemy is formerly the Vice President in the
Investment Banking Department at Global Investment
House in Kuwait. Having been a member of the Global
Investment House team since 2003, Altemiemy brings
significant experience in investment analysis and man-
agement. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economics,

with a specialization in Finance, from the International
Islamic University of Malaysia and a Master of
Business Administration from the Kuwait Maastricht
Business School. 
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