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KUWAIT: The Arab Organization for the
Protection of Nature in Kuwait launched
the ‘One Million Trees’ campaign to support
the resoluteness of Palestinian farmers. The
event was sponsored by the Women’s
Cultural Social Society (WCSS), Kuwaiti
Committee for Jerusalem and Kuwait
Alumni Association and was held on
Tuesday at Diwan Al-Mulla in Sharq.

President of the Arab Network for Food
Sovereignty (ANFS) Razan Zuayter
thanked the WCSS for hosting them and
allowing them to meet with other WCSS
members and share with them the ANFS
pioneering experience in promoting the
peaceful and positive steadfastness of the
Palestinian people “that constitutes for

future generations.”
“I was dreaming of planting one million

trees in Palestine, but this has reached 2.6
million trees in different parts of Palestine.
We grow as the Israelis uproot,” she said.
Zuayter added that they are carrying out a
campaign in Palestine to re-cultivate olive
trees under the slogan of green resistance.
“They are cutting down one tree and we
are planting 10 trees,” she said, pointing out
that they launched this campaign in 2000.

She added that the Israeli occupation
was uprooting a tree every minute, as they
have uprooted three million olive trees
since 2000 till today, including a large num-
ber of perennial trees, indicating that their
campaign has succeeded in the cultivation
of 2.6 million trees and they aspire to dou-
ble this number.

Zuayter noted that volunteers and mem-
bers of the movement are increasing and
are currently working to support Palestinian
farmers so that they are able to maintain
their land and agriculture, explaining that

the way to get support for Palestinian farm-
ers is through agricultural organizations
and non-profit associations in Palestine.

“We trust and buy seedlings from
Palestinian plantations,” she added.

“There are priorities in selecting the
beneficiaries, like prisoners or widows, in
cooperation with our partners in Palestine,
where we send fact-finding missions to see
the results of what we do,” Zuayter said,
adding “around 24,000 farmers have bene-
fited from this campaign until now and
about 240 people receive an income from
these projects. Those people depend on the
support of Arabs who are interested in the
Palestinian cause and have not taken any
foreign funding for this campaign.”

On the biggest obstacles to their work,
Zuayter said there is no unified strategy for
aid workers for Palestine in all fields, in
addition to financing, since most foreign
funding that comes to Palestine is condi-

tional and is more harmful than beneficial.
“The division between the Palestinians has
had a great impact on the mechanism of our
work, and on the aspirations of the
Palestinian people. The division is frighten-
ing, but as a Palestinian, we do not despair,”
she said.

Lulwa Al-Mulla, President of the
Women’s Cultural Social Society and a
member of the Kuwaiti Committee for
Jerusalem, recalled an incident in which she
said that they provided shelter to a
Palestinian militant and her husband. She
further stressed that steadfastness is not
only shown through use of weapons, but by
supporting food, nature, and agriculture in
the Palestinian territories, and also by help-
ing farmers sell their crops and creating
decent work for Palestinian farmers.

Kuwait-based organization supports
Palestinian farmers’ determination

Campaign succeeded in planting 2.6 million trees in different parts of Palestine

KUWAIT: Lulwa Al-Mulla, President of Women’s Cultural Social
Society and a member of the Kuwaiti Committee for Jerusalem (left),
with the President of the Arab Network for Food Sovereignty (ANFS)
Razan Zuayter.— Photos by Joseph Shagra ANFS President Razan Zuayter speaks during the event.
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NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait renewed
its support for the Palestinian people to attain
their legitimate political rights in an inde-
pendent state, East Jerusalem as the future
capital, and a full membership of their nation
in the UN. This affirmation came during a
speech delivered by Kuwaiti Permanent
Representative to the UN Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi during the UN Security
Council’s briefing on the situation in the
Middle East.

Ambassador Otaibi said that the UNSC is
yet again holding a meeting to discuss what
has occurred in the Middle East especially in
Palestine. He indicated that 2018 had wit-
nessed a surge in violence against
Palestinians carried out by the Israeli aggres-
sors who continued to build illegal settle-
ments on Palestine’s land especially in East
Jerusalem. Forced evictions and violence
against Palestinians increased and the situa-
tion in the Gaza Strip is not better with the
continuation of the ruthless blockade entering
its 12th year, said the Kuwaiti diplomat.

Ambassador Otaibi added that the UNSC
must move to end such horrible practices
against Palestinians; however, such action is
not undertaken, green-lighting further Israeli
oppression and eliminating any prospect of
peace and security for the people of
Palestine. The global community stands hope-
less in solving the conflict entering its sixth
decade and such inaction is met by an utter
defiance on part of Israel who failed over and
over to find a solution to the dilemma it creat-
ed through continuous violations against
international laws and norms. Some 5,618 ille-
gal settlements in the West Bank were built in
2018 with no real objection as usual, said the
Kuwaiti diplomat who indicated that the num-
ber of Jewish settlers have increased by three
percent to 448,000 not including 200,000
settlers who already reside in the region.

Ambassador Otaibi reiterated calls to imple-
ment the 2016’s UNSC resolution 2334 regard-
ing the illegality of settlements on Palestinian

lands especially in the West Bank and East
Jerusalem. A number of 460 building in the
West Bank and Jerusalem were demolished,
leading to the displacement of around 7,000
Palestinians, indicated the Kuwaiti envoy who
noted that the demolishing was part of a
13,000 order to level down Palestinian houses
and buildings including 50 schools. All of the
Israeli actions are against any chances for
peace in the Middle East and these policies are
contrary to the possible peace agreement
based on the 1967 borders, said Otaibi.

The Kuwaiti Ambassador said that last
year saw an increasing Israeli military action
against Palestinians with an estimated 4,318
violations carried out, around 11 each day.
Settlers, said Otaibi, also took part in attack-
ing Palestinians with such incidents increasing
by 60 percent in 2018 from numbers in previ-
ous years. Israel is a clear violator of the
Geneva 1949 conventions with 295
Palestinians killed in Israeli propagated vio-
lence and 29,000 injured. The Gaza Strip did
not fare any better with 257 Palestinians
killed in the rallies of great return, which
began on March 30, 2018. Around 6,000
people were arrested during the rallies
including children and women.

Kuwait condemns all acts of aggression

carried out by Israel, stated Otaibi who called
on implementing UNSC resolutions 904 and
605 concerning the protection of civilians
from aggression and war. The Kuwaiti diplo-
mat took the chance to thank the UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres for his
efforts to call for covering the deficit of the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNR-
WA), affirming that many nations, including
Kuwait, had heed the call. Kuwait’s represen-
tative to the UN called on all nations to halt
any actions to give legitimacy to Israel by
moving their diplomatic missions to occupied
Jerusalem based on resolution 478, which for-
bade such policy.

Ambassador Otaibi renewed calls for just
peace in the Middle East through Israeli
withdrawal from all lands it occupied, stress-
ing that peace would not be achieve until par-
ties of the conflict agree upon the 1967 bor-
ders, the UN resolutions concerning the mat-
ter, and the Arab initiative for peace in the
region. In the conclusion of his statement,
Otaibi congratulated Palestine on being cho-
sen to lead the group of 77 and China, hoping
that such step would send a clear message on
the legitimacy of the Palestinian cause for
independence and peace. — KUNA
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NEW YORK: Kuwaiti Permanent Representative to the UN Ambassador Mansour Al-
Otaibi speaks during the UN Security Council’s briefing on the situation in the
Middle East. — KUNA
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