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Britain proved to be great partner in
good and bad times: Foreign Minister

Kuwait, UK celebrate 120 years of friendship

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Kuwait celebrated the 120th
anniversary of friendship between Kuwait and
the United Kingdom yesterday at the
Sheraton Hotel. During the opening speech,
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah praised the
high level of the strong, strategic and histori-
cal ties between Kuwait and the UK during
their extended relationship for more than 250
years. He said Kuwait celebrates today the
120th anniversary of the signing of the
Kuwait-British Friendship Treaty (protection
agreement) by the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Mubarak bin Sabah Al-Sabah with the British
government in 1899, as this treaty was one of
the most famous agreements between Kuwait
and Britain. “Kuwaiti-British relations have
continued to develop and strengthen till the
present day thanks to the efforts of the two
countries and the two friendly peoples to
support and strengthen bilateral relations in
all aspects,” he said.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said Great
Britain proved to be a great partner in diffi-
cult and good times, adding that traveling to
the UK is easier now, especially with a deci-
sion to facilitate e-visa procedures and an
increase in the number of direct flights to 14
between the two capitals. “Kuwait has made
steady growth in the UK since the establish-
ment of the Kuwait Investment Office in
London in 1953,” he said. “This office is the
first investment fund to be opened in the
British capital, reflecting Kuwait’s confidence
in the British market and the status of
London as an international financial center
where total investments, both public and pri-
vate, reached $65 billion.”

He pointed out that the volume of trade
between the two friendly countries is witness-
ing a remarkable increase on an annual basis.
For example, during the past few years, it has
increased at a steady rate of about 10 percent
annually, with trade exchange in 2018 amount-
ing to more than $4.5 billion. 

In the education field, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled said it is growing significantly, as the
number of students enrolled in prestigious

educational institutions in the United
Kingdom during the past three years rose by
140 percent to reach 6,500 students. In the
field of healthcare, the confidence of Kuwaiti
citizens is clearly reflected in the efficiency of
British medical institutions and the provision
of excellent medical services and facilities to

Kuwaiti patients.
Minister of Information Mohammad

Abdullah Al-Jabri stressed the Kuwaiti people
will not forget the permanent stances of the
United Kingdom, most notably during the
Iraqi invasion in 1990, where it contributed to

the war to liberate Kuwait. He added that the
ministry of information affirms its constant
commitment to media and cultural relations
through the establishment of cultural activi-
ties in the UK as well as the exchange of
experiences in various media fields, along
with training media cadres and inviting
British media to participate to attend confer-
ences and media seminars in Kuwait
throughout the year. British Ambassador to
Kuwait Michael Davenport said: “On behalf
of Her Majesty’s government, I should like to
express our heartfelt thanks to the govern-
ment of Kuwait and to Their Excellencies the
Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister for
Information personally for hosting today’s
event to mark the anniversary of the first
treaty between our countries signed on this
very day 120 years ago.”

He added that the British commitment to
Kuwait continued beyond Kuwait’s independ-
ence in 1961. In that very year, Britain
responded to the then Amir’s request for mili-
tary support, fulfilling its enduring commit-
ment to Kuwait by deploying armed forces

amounting to half of a brigade under
Operation Vantage. “When your country was
invaded, overrun and occupied by Iraq in
August 1990, Britain under PM Margaret
Thatcher played a leading role in securing a
UN mandate for an international coalition to
be formed for the liberation of Kuwait,” he
said. “Kuwaitis invest in properties all over
the United Kingdom and not just in London,
and there are now more Kuwaitis studying at
British universities than ever before. Indeed,
more Kuwaitis are now traveling to Britain
than ever before. A key outcome of the state
visit to Britain by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in
2012 was the establishment of a new frame-
work for our bilateral relations in the form of
the Joint Steering Group, as part of my gov-
ernment’s new Gulf strategy. This Joint
Steering Group has helped us deepen our
defense and security cooperation. In the year
ahead, our armed forces will be exercising and
training together more than ever before. We
are close allies in the International Countering
IS Coalition,” Davenport said.

On the government-to-government level,
he said they are working together in highly
sensitive areas, for example, to safeguard pas-
sengers flying out of airports and protect the
integrity of data and communications against
cyber-attacks. “Last week’s visit by the Lord
Mayor of the City of London highlighted new
opportunities in trade and investment - in
both directions - including in support of His
Highness the Amir’s exciting new plans for
Madinat Al-Hareer in pursuit of Kuwait’s
Vision 2035,” Davenport noted. 

On the education level, he revealed the
Kuwaiti Minister of Education will attend the
Education World Forum in London, where he
will hold consultations on cooperation in the
area of curriculum reform. “In the cultural
sphere, the 120th anniversary has helped to
stimulate fresh co-operation in music and the
arts between the British Council and the
National Council for Culture, Arts and
Literature. The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
will be making its first-ever visit to Kuwait in
April to perform at the remarkable Jaber Al-
Ahmad Cultural Centre,” he said.
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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service
provider in Kuwait, announced its Strategic
Partnership of the 11th International Invention Fair
in the Middle East under the theme ‘Where
Inventors Meet Investors.’ The event, which runs
from 27-30 January 2019 at Al Raya Ballroom in
the Courtyard Marriott Hotel, is held under the
patronage of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

Zain took part in the press conference that was
held in the Kuwait Science Club headquarters to
announce the event’s latest preparations, which
witnessed the attendance of Kuwait Science Club
Chairman Talal Al-Kharafi, Director of Scientific
Culture at the Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Science (KFAS) Dr Salam Al-
Ablani, Zain Kuwait’s Chief Corporate
Communications and Relations Officer Waleed
Al-Khashti, as well as the event’s organizing com-
mittee and sponsors. 

During the press conference, Khashti said:
“today we are proud to announce Zain’s Strategic
Partnership of the 11th International Invention Fair
in the Middle East. The fact that this scientific ini-
tiative comes under the patronage of His Highness

the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah makes this event more proud.”

Khashti explained: “Zain’s continuous support
to this unique event since its inception comes in
line with our Corporate Sustainability and Social
Responsibility strategy, which aims at supporting
the scientific arena and contributing to the fur-
ther development of the scientific field in Kuwait
and the Arab region. The fair’s success in recent
years greatly contributed to highlighting Kuwait’s
rich cultural involvement in the inventions and
scientific areas.” 

Khashti added: “we value the distinguished
role played by the Kuwait Science Club in offering
Arab and Kuwaiti youth, especially Kuwaiti inven-
tors, with the proper environment to highlight
their scientific talents and skills side by side along
with the international inventors who visit Kuwait
from all around the world to showcase their
inventions, innovations, and bright ideas for a bet-
ter future.” 

Khashti concluded: “Zain will spare no efforts
in offering its support and encouragement to any
entity that adopts creativity and innovation within
the community and contribute to the further

progress of national economy. I would like to wish
the event’s organizing committee and the talented
Kuwaiti inventors all the best of luck in their
upcoming participation.”

Zain is keen on encouraging Kuwaiti and Arab
talents in the fields of science and innovation, and
the company supports such events as it believes
they offer a valuable opportunity for young inven-
tors to benefit from the expertise and knowledge
of international inventors, especially that the 11th
edition of the fair will feature over 150 inventions
from 41 different countries. The company will
continue to foster young talents, believing that the
current generation of youngsters holds the keys
to the future development of Kuwait.

The International Invention Fair in the Middle
East, organized in collaborating with the
International Exhibition of Inventions - Geneva, is
one of the most significant and major specialized
exhibitions of inventions in the Middle East region,
and is considered the second largest exhibition of
its kind in the world after the Exhibition of Geneva.
The event offers an opportunity for inventions
from different cultures to be exhibited and for
inventors to build connections with investors. 

Zain strategic partner of Int’l Invention Fair

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
left Kuwait yesterday to partake in ses-
sions held at the UN Secretary Council
in New York City. Kuwait has a non-
permanent seat in the council and con-
tinues its membership throughout 2019.
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled’s delegation
consists of Assistant Minister for the
Affairs of the Foreign Minister’s office

Ambassador Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, Kuwait’s
Permanent Representative at the UN
headquarters in New York Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi, and a number of
senior officials at the Foreign Ministry.
The Foreign Minister was seen off by a
number of Foreign Ministry officials
including Assistant Minister for
Protocols Affairs, Ambassador Dhari
Al-Ajran and others. — KUNA

Kuwait seeks more media
cooperation with UK, Russia
KUWAIT: Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs
Mohammad Al-Jabri discussed yesterday
with visiting British and Russian media
delegations means of boosting mutual
cooperation. Minister Jabri discussed with
the two delegations, including a ranking

team from ‘Russia Today’ television net-
work, some media issues of common con-
cern. He also explored with the two dele-
gations means of enhancing the media
cooperation, such as training journalists
and cadres in the sector in the three
countries. — KUNA


