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News in brief

India approves Kuwait pact 
on hiring domestic workers

Student absence permits

KUWAIT: In a bid to prevent manipulations, the
general directorate for residency affairs instructed all
its sub-departments not to issue ‘absence permits’
for expat students residing in Kuwait and studying
abroad unless they provide ‘to whom it may concern’
certificates from their universities after endorsing
them from Kuwaiti embassies in the country they are
studying in. Security sources explained that expat
students studying abroad are usually given a three-
month absence permit after staying abroad for six
months in order to maintain the validity of their resi-
dency visas, provided they include endorsed certifi-
cates from their universities. — A Saleh

Djokovic delight at stroll to 
semis after Nishikori retires

Move to benefit over 300,000 Indians, including 90,000 female helpers

Tracking postal parcels

KUWAIT: The ministry of services launched a new
service to track postal parcels by SMS, said undersec-
retary Kholoud Al-Shehab, noting that once a parcel
arrives in Kuwait, a text message will be sent to the
recipient’s registered mobile number in both English
and Arabic including the parcel’s details and post
office information for pickup. — Meshaal Al-Enezi

Burial of expats 

KUWAIT: The technical committee of the Municipal
Council postponed discussion of a proposal by coun-
cilman Humoud Al-Enezi on burying expats according
to their address in the civil ID until the next meeting,
when the funerals department will be invited. Director
of the department Dr Faisal Al-Awadi said Municipality
had approved the proposal, and cemeteries will be
divided as follows: Deceased expats who resided in
Capital governorate will be buried in Sulaibikhat ceme-
tery; those from Hawally, Farwaniya and Jahra gover-
norates in Jahra; and those from Mubarak Al-Kabeer
and Ahmadi governorates in Subhan. Enezi said the
percentage of expats buried in Sulaibikhat varies
between 40 to 50 percent. — Al-Rai

NEW DELHI: The Indian cabinet yesterday approved
signing an agreement between India and Kuwait for
cooperation on recruitment of domestic workers, a
move that will benefit over 300,000 Indians. The mem-
orandum of understanding provides a structured frame-
work for cooperation on domestic worker related mat-
ters and provides strengthened safeguards for Indian
domestic workers including female workers in Kuwait, a
statement said. 

The pact is initially valid for a period of five years and
incorporates a provision for automatic renewal. A joint
committee will be set up to follow up the implementation
of the MoU, which will also promote bilateral coopera-
tion in domestic worker related matters between the two
countries. “Around 300,000 Indian domestic workers
are deployed in Kuwait. This includes around 90,000

female domestic workers,” the statement added. 
Kuwait and India had signed a memorandum of

understanding on domestic workers following a meeting
between the two countries’ foreign ministers in October
last year.  According to an Indian Embassy official who
spoke on the condition of anonymity, the MoU covers a
wide gamut of issues concerning Indian domestic work-
ers in Kuwait, such as non-payment of salaries, ill-treat-
ment of maids, etc. According to the MoU, salary pay-
ment will be subject to verification in order to avoid pos-
sible non-payment, and sponsors will be contacted to
ensure on-time payments.

The official said the agreement also envisages proper
insurance protection for workers. If a dispute arises, a
time-bound solution will be found in order to avoid
delaying a solution indefinitely. — Agencies

Amir attends luncheon at Azayez Farm

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, flanked by HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and
other senior sheikhs, cut a ceremonial cake during a luncheon hosted by Sheikh Ali Al-Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
at the Azayez Farm in Abdaly yesterday. — KUNA (See Page 3)

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
ruling party could be crushed by an opposition alliance
in the country’s most populous state of Uttar Pradesh in
a general election, which is due by May, according to
an opinion poll released yesterday. The India Today-

Karvy Insights Mood of the Nation poll forecast that
the number of seats held by Modi’s Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and an ally could plummet to just 5 from the
73 it won in the last election in 2014 if most of the
opposition parties, including the Congress party, team
up to take on Modi.

That would mean they would have to agree on only
one opposition candidate to fight the BJP in each con-
stituency. A recently formed alliance between three
regional parties in the state could win 58 seats without
Congress joining it, the poll showed. BJP and its ally would
win 18 seats in that scenario and Congress would have 4. 

Continued on Page 24

BJP faces defeat 
in UP; Priyanka 
enters politics

BAQA AL-GHARBIYA: Mourners carry the coffin of Arab Israeli student Aiia Maasarwe during her funeral in this
Arab-Israeli town yesterday. — AFP 

BAQA AL-GHARBIYA: Thousands of mourners attend-
ed the funeral yesterday of Aiia Maasarwe, an Arab Israeli
student killed in Australia, in her hometown of Baqa Al-
Gharbiya in northern Israel. The 21-year-old was raped
and murdered in Australia’s second-largest city
Melbourne shortly after midnight on Jan 16 when she was
on her way home from a comedy show. Her body was
found by passersby in bushes near a tram stop.

Police in Australia, who have described the attack as
“horrific”, have arrested and charged a suspect, 20-year-
old Codey Herrmann, with her rape and murder. The mur-
der of Maasarwe, who had been studying in Australia for
a year, shocked the country and sparked a huge outpour-
ing of grief that saw thousands attend vigils in her memo-
ry. “I appreciate the support of all these people, in the
whole world and also in my town,” said her father, Saeed
Maasarwe, with Australia’s ambassador to Israel, Chris
Cannan, by his side.

Thousands of people gathered in silence at Baqa Al-
Gharbiya, a town with a Muslim majority, as mourners
carried the coffin containing Maasarwe’s body to her
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KUWAIT: The public prosecution has completed cross-
examinations in a libel suit presented by the interior min-
istry dealing with “seizing and facilitating the seizure of
public funds” in one of its departments. The prosecution
announced that it has referred the case to the chief judge
of the court of appeal to set a hearing by the criminal
court. The prosecution said in a press release yesterday
that it had ended the probe and handling of the case
based on a notification by the interior ministry, charging
personnel and officials with seizing public funds and
facilitating embezzlement of these funds, in light of a
report by the Audit Bureau about financial irregularities
in the guests’ accommodation category of the ministry’s
budget during 2014-2015 and 2015-2016.

Public Prosecutor Dherar Al-Asousi had tasked a
team of investigators from the department of public
finances, headed by a public attorney, to look into the
case. The panel questioned more than 40 witnesses,
including the chief and members of a panel that had been
formed by the interior minister for this case. The investi-
gators examined tens of thousands of documents, solicit-
ed specialists’ expertise from the Audit Bureau, the
Central Bank of Kuwait and commercial banks. 

The prosecution had issued prison warrants against
nine of the indicted persons pending the conclusion of
investigations. The prosecution has indicted 24 persons,
including eight who remain at large. — KUNA 

Prosecution refers 
MoI case to court

TAMPA: Should healthy people
take aspirin to ward off heart dis-
ease? The notion has been contro-
versial, and the medical advice
mixed. But a review of scientific
data on the topic Tuesday showed
that any benefits are slight, and are
counterbalanced by a matching rise
in bleeding risks. Aspirin is a blood
thinner and can help prevent clots
that may lead to heart attack or
stroke. But aspirin also boosts the
risk of hemorrhage in the brain,
stomach and intestines.

“When considering the totality
of evidence, cardiovascular benefits
associated with aspirin were mod-
est and equally balanced by major
bleeding events,” said the report in
the Journal of the American Medical
Association. The meta-analysis
examined 10 prior studies involving
a total of more than 164,000 people
with an average age of 62.

Comparing aspirin users to those
who don’t take aspirin, researchers
found “significant reductions” in
strokes, heart attacks and deaths
from cardiovascular disease among
those who took aspirin.

Aspirin use was also linked to an
increased risk of “major bleeding
events compared with no aspirin,” it
said. Statistically, the benefits were
close to the risks. If 10,000 people
without heart disease took no

aspirin for a year, 61 of them would
have a heart attack or stroke,
explained Kevin McConway, emeri-
tus professor of applied statistics at
The Open University. If 10,000
similar people took aspirin for a
year, 57 of them would have a heart
attack or stroke.

“Only four fewer in 10,000, but
that still has some importance given
how common such diseases are and
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MIAMI: In this file photo illustration taken on April 12, 2016, St Joseph 81 mg
aspirin tablets are seen. — AFP Iran discovers oil in Abadan

GENEVA: Iran has discovered oil in the southwestern
Abadan region for the first time, Oil Minister Bijan
Zanganeh was quoted as saying by the Mehr news
agency yesterday. The oil was found at a depth of 3,570
m in an exploratory well and is “very light and sweet”,
Zanganeh said. “This is the first time we’ve reached oil
in the Abadan region,” the minister was quoted as say-
ing. He gave no estimate of how much oil the well might
contain. Iran cannot be shut out of global energy mar-
kets because of its vast oil and gas reserves, President
Hassan Rouhani said yesterday, according to the official
presidency website. —  Reuters 


