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NEW DELHI: India captain Virat Kohli said yesterday
he was “very very happy” after becoming the first-
ever player to clinch all three top honours, including
cricketer of the year, in the International Cricket
Council awards.

Kohli, who recently led India to their maiden Test
and one-day series triumph in Australia, was also
voted the Test and ODI men’s player of the year as
the cricket’s world governing body announced its
annual honours, chosen by former players and veter-
an journalists.

“It feels amazing. It’s a reward for all the hard work
that you do throughout the calendar year. I feel really
grateful and very, very happy with the team doing well
at the same time myself performing,” Kohli said in a
statement.

“Having recognition at the global level from the
ICC is something you feel proud of as a cricketer
because you understand that there are many players
playing the game.” The 30-year-old Kohli, who is mar-
ried to Bollywood actress Anushka Sharma, has
reached superstar status in cricket-mad India, after
first coming into the limelight when he led the South
Asian nation to victory in the 2008 Under-19 World
Cup. He was the top Test and ODI batsman in 2018,
scoring 1,322 Test runs at an average of 55.08 —
including five centuries-and 1,202 runs at 133.55 in
ODIs, with six centuries.

He also scored 211 runs in 10 Twenty20 matches.
Kohli was picked to skipper the ICC Test and ODI
teams of the year for the second year running. Kohli
became only the second player after Australian great
Ricky Ponting to retain the prestigious Sir Garfield
Sobers Trophy-given to the cricketer of the year.

He was the unanimous choice for the award, with
South African fast bowler Kagiso Rabada coming sec-

ond in both the cricketer of the year category and the
Test player of the year. “This is well deserved recogni-
tion for an extraordinary talent,” ICC chief executive
David Richardson said of Kohli.

“His regard for the game and particularly for Test
cricket is also recognised and appreciated. He is pas-
sionate in his support of the longest form of the game
and its continued importance.” Australia opener Aaron
Finch won the T20 performance of the year award for
the second time for his 172 — the highest-ever indi-
vidual T20 score-against Zimbabwe in Harare last July.

India’s Rishabh Pant was named emerging player of
the year, while Scotland batsman Callum MacLeod
took home the associate cricketer of the year trophy.
The 21-year-old Pant became the first Indian wicket-
keeper to score a Test century in England, and
equalled the record for the most catches taken in a
Test, with 11 in Adelaide in December.

Meanwhile, the selectors who chose the Indian
cricketers to tour Australia recently have been award-
ed almost $30,000 each as a bonus for picking the
history-making squad. India clinched their first Test
series in Australia in 71 years before claiming another
historic first with a 2-1 win in the one-day internation-
als. The Twenty20 series ended in a draw.

The Board of Control for Cricket in India awarded
the players and coaches cash bonuses after the his-
toric win, but followed up with a two million rupee
($28,000) reward for each selector.

“The five men have played a crucial role in picking
a balanced Indian squad and offering the team man-
agement enough options to work around different
combinations,” Indian cricket administrator Vinod Rai
said in a statement.

“The boys chosen to represent the Indian team
went about their task in a fearless manner and stood

up in challenging situations.” Former women’s captain,
and Indian cricket administrator Diana Edulji, also
praised the selectors.

“Each member who has played a role in India’s
recent triumphs in Australia needs to be appreciated,”

said Edulji. The cricket board was criticised in 2017
for giving away cash prizes to selectors. Former India
all-rounder Madan Lal had expressed “surprise” at
the time to reward the selectors for a job they are
employed to do. — AFP

Kohli sweeps top ICC awards, selectors 
get cash bonus for historic Australia tour

BRIDGETOWN: England are solid favourites
although history is on the side of the underdog West
Indies ahead of the first Test of the three-match
series starting today at Kensington Oval in
Bridgetown.

Riding a wave of five consecutive victories - eight
in nine matches going back to the last English sum-
mer - which includes series wins over top-ranked
India and an historic sweep in Sri Lanka, the tourists
appear supremely confident of overturning the disap-
pointments of their last two Caribbean campaigns.

England have only won one Test series in the
West Indies in the past 50 years, a 3-0 triumph in
2004, and failed to live up to expectations in 2009,
when they lost 1-0, and again in 2015 when a five-
wicket triumph inside three days by the unfancied
hosts at the same Kensington Oval venue resulted in
a shared series.

While the weight of expectation will be on the vis-
itors’ shoulders, West Indies face a daunting task to
halt a run of four consecutive defeats, all within three
days, on a disastrous Asian tour late last year which
saw them being brushed aside by both India and
Bangladesh in two-Test series.

England have a settled look to their team and
took the weekend off training following two satisfac-
tory two-day matches against a Cricket West Indies
XI at the 3Ws Oval just outside Bridgetown. By con-
trast the West Indies squad reflects both a lack of
continuity in selection and the parlous state of the
domestic game. John Campbell looks certain to make
his Test debut opening the batting alongside the
established Kraigg Brathwaite. However the 25-year-
old’s first-class average of 30 suggests he will face a
stern challenge from England senior pace spear-
heads Jimmy Anderson and Stuart Broad, who need
just two more wickets to lift their combined tally of
Test victims to 1,000.

Another newcomer in the West Indies squad of 13,
30-year-old middle-order batsman Shamarh Brooks
who averages 33 but has endured a poor season so
far in the inter-territorial first-class competition, is
unlikely to make the final 11 especially given the
return to Test duty of Darren Bravo after more than
two years out of the team.

Bravo’s Test average of 40 and elegant left-handed
style would normally make him an automatic selection
except that a Twitter tirade against CWI president
Dave Cameron in November of 2016 led to his alien-
ation from the team until now.

A polarising figure in West Indies cricket at the
best of times, Cameron has also become the centre of
an internal squabble in the regional cricket adminis-
tration with representatives of the Leeward Islands
making public their dissatisfaction with the process
of the appointment of Richard Pybus as interim head
coach for the period covering the England visit, the
2019 World Cup and the India tour to the Caribbean
in July and August.

Pybus is viewed as a controversial figure in
Caribbean cricket circles notwithstanding the historic
treble of successes in 2016 - men’s and women’s
World T20 and Under-19 World Cup - when he was
Director of Cricket. He returned to West Indies
administration in the post of High Performance
Director a year ago and the Englishman’s appoint-
ment as coach to replace Australian Stuart Law has
prompted criticism from notable personalities in the
region, including two-time World T20-winning cap-
tain Darren Sammy.—AFP

England begin crucial
year with tour to
unfancied Windies

MELBOURNE: In this file photo taken on January 18, 2019 India’s captain Virat Kohli holds up the team’s one-day
international series trophy after defeating Australia at the Melbourne Cricket Ground in Melbourne. India captain
Virat Kohli yesterday became the first ever player to clinch all three top honours including cricketer of the year in
the International Cricket Council awards. —AFP

Kohli, first-ever player to clinch all three top honours

LOS ANGELES: Klay Thompson scored 23 of his 44 points
in the third quarter Monday, tying an NBA record by con-
necting on his first 10 3-point attempts of the game, and the
visiting Golden State Warriors extended their winning
streak to eight games with a 130-111 victory over the Los
Angeles Lakers. Thompson went 3-for-3 from 3-point range
in the first half before hitting his first seven attempts from
behind the arc in the third quarter. He matched the game-
opening mark set by Ty Lawson of the Denver Nuggets on
April 9, 2011, and Thompson wound up 10 of 11 from long
distance on the night. The four-time All-Star finished with
his 13th career game of at least 40 points and made 10 or
more 3-pointers for the fifth time in his career. The Warriors
have won seven straight on the road. Ivica Zubac scored 18
points, Brandon Ingram had 17 and Kyle Kuzma added 16 as
the Lakers lost for the fourth time in their past six games.
They fell to 5-9 without LeBron James, who has been out
since coming away with a groin injury on Christmas Day
against the Warriors in Oakland, Calif.

76ers 121, Rockets 93
Joel Embiid scored 32 points and grabbed 14 rebounds

to carry host Philadelphia to an easy victory over Houston.
It was the 39th double-double this season for Embiid, who
had been listed as questionable for the game due to a sore
lower back. Embiid and Utah Jazz center Rudy Gobert,
who also registered a double-double on Monday, are tied
for the league lead in double-doubles. James Harden
paced the Rockets with 37 points, his 20th consecutive
game with at least 30. 

Celtics 107, Heat 99
Kyrie Irving posted his 11th double-double of the sea-

son with 26 points and 10 assists-to go with a career-high
eight steals-as host Boston defeated Miami. Irving is aver-
aging 29.6 points in his past five games. The Celtics
improved to 18-5 at home this season, including nine
straight wins. Boston hasn’t lost a home game since Dec. 21
against the Milwaukee Bucks. Jayson Tatum added 19
points for the Celtics. Heat reserves Derrick Jones Jr. and
Dion Waiters each scored 18 points.

Thunder 127, Knicks 109
Paul George scored a game-high 31 points despite sit-

ting out the fourth quarter for Oklahoma City, which never
trailed in the victory at New York. The Thunder have won
two straight following a stretch where they lost five of six.
The Knicks have lost six straight, 14 of 15, and 19 of 21.
Russell Westbrook narrowly missed a triple-double with
17 points, 10 rebounds and nine assists for the Thunder.
Dennis Schroder also scored 17 points while Jerami Grant
and Abdel Nader each scored 16 points. Tim Hardaway Jr.
paced the Knicks with 23 points.

Trail Blazers 109, Jazz 104
Damian Lillard scored 26 points and Jusuf Nurkic

added 22 before fouling out in the final minute to lead
Portland past Utah in Salt Lake City. Lillard also tallied
eight rebounds and eight assists while Nurkic added eight
boards, seven assists and six blocked shots. CJ McCollum
chipped in 14 points, and Jake Layman and Evan Turner
added 12 and 10 off the bench, respectively, to help
Portland win its third game in a row. Donovan Mitchell
scored 36 points to lead Utah. Jae Crowder added 15 and
Rudy Gobert chipped in 10 points, 13 rebounds and four
blocks. It wasn’t enough to extend a six-game winning
streak for the Jazz, however.

Pelicans 105, Grizzlies 85
No Anthony Davis, no problem for New Orleans,

which routed host Memphis in the Pelicans’ first game
without their injured All-Star. Davis sprained his left
index finger in a loss at Portland on Friday night and is
expected to miss a week or two. Jahlil Okafor earned the
start in place of Davis and made the most of it, scoring
20 points on 9-of-11 shooting and pulling down 10
rebounds. Jrue Holiday and Nikola Mirotic each scored
21 for New Orleans, and Holiday added 11 rebounds.
New Orleans’ Julius Randle also scored 20 and had a
team-high 12 rebounds. Marc Gasol scored 22 points

and Mike Conley added 20 for the Grizzlies.

Nets 123, Kings 94
D’Angelo Russell scored 31 points, and Brooklyn

extended its home winning streak to six games with an
easy victory over Sacramento. Russell shot 12 of 25 and
made 7 of 14 3-pointers. He became the first Net ever to
hit at least seven 3-pointers in consecutive games-which
he has done in three of four games-and also recorded his
eighth game of at least 30 points this season. Russell
added eight assists. Bogdan Bogdanovic led the Kings
with 22 points and 11 rebounds.

Wizards 101, Pistons 87
Trevor Ariza finished with 20 points and 12 rebounds,

and Otto Porter Jr. contributed 19 points off the bench as
Washington took charge early and defeated visiting
Detroit. Ariza has given Washington help in different ways
since the team acquired him in a trade on Dec. 15. This
time, he went 7-for-13 from the field and was a force on
the boards. He also handed out four assists. Thomas
Bryant added 11 points and 12 rebounds as Washington
finished with seven players scoring in double figures.
Blake Griffin topped the Pistons with 29 points and nine
rebounds.

Bulls 104, Cavaliers 88
Zach LaVine led five Chicago players in double figures

with 25 points, and the Bulls led wire to wire for the first
time this season in a win at Cleveland. Bobby Portis added
15 points off the Bulls’ bench. Lauri Markkanen had 13
points and eight rebounds, Kris Dunn added 13 points and

nine assists and Jabari Parker scored 10 points for
Chicago, which snapped a 10-game losing streak.
Cleveland got a team-high 18 points from Collin Sexton.

Bucks 116, Mavericks 106
Giannis Antetokounmpo poured in a game-high 31

points, and all five Milwaukee starters scored in double
figures as the Bucks topped visiting Dallas.
Antetokounmpo, 10 of 20 from the floor and 10 of 12 from
the free-throw line, recorded his 32nd double-double of
the season with a team-high 15 rebounds to go with five
assists. The Bucks won for the fifth consecutive time and
handed Dallas a fourth straight loss. Mavericks Rookie of
the Year front-runner Luka Doncic recorded his first
career triple-double with 18 points, 11 rebounds and 10
assists, joining Philadelphia’s Markelle Fultz as the only
teenagers in NBA history to post a triple-double. Doncic,
at 19 years and 327 days old, is 10 days older than was
Fultz when the latter accomplished the feat last April.

Magic 122, Hawks 103
Evan Fournier and Nikola Vucevic scored 29 points

apiece and combined for 20 in the decisive third quarter
as Orlando pulled away for a win at Atlanta. Playing for a
second consecutive game without Aaron Gordon, out with
a sore back, the Magic fell behind by as many as nine
points in the first quarter before dominating the final three
periods en route to snapping a three-game losing streak.
Dewayne Dedmon matched his career highs of 24 points
and five 3-pointers for Atlanta. Trae Young added 21 for
the Hawks, who were playing without Kevin Huerter, a late
scratch due to a sore neck. — Reuters

Warriors’ Thompson 
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LOS ANGELES: Moritz Wagner #15 of the Los Angeles Lakers scores on a layup past Jonas Jerebko #21 and
Jordan Bell #2 of the Golden State Warriors during a 130-111 loss to the Golden State Warriors at Staples Center
on Monday in Los Angeles.—AFP

SYDNEY: In-form wicketkeeper Matthew Wade has
blasted Cricket Australia after he was overlooked for a
recall to the Test side to face Sri Lanka, saying he and
other players were unclear about the criteria for nation-
al selection.

Wade, who whacked an unbeaten 84 from 49 balls
for the Twenty20 Big Bash League’s Hobart Hurricanes
on Monday night, has scored over 1,000 runs across all
formats this summer. The 31-year-old has also been the
leading run scorer in the domestic Sheffield Shield with
Tasmania.

Despite his performances, selectors opted to add
Kurtis Patterson to the squad for the first Test starting
Thursday, with national selector Trevor Hohns hailing

his back-to-back centuries for a Cricket Australia XI in
Hobart last week.

“I get told one thing, then I see the comments in the
paper the next day about Kurtis piling runs on and get-
ting picked,” Wade said after the BBL game,
cricket.com.au reported. “I’m not sure what’s going on.
It’s just a little bit frustrating that on one hand you can
say one thing about one player and on the other hand
(say) it’s why someone’s getting picked.

“I don’t think I’m just talking for myself, I think all
players around the country... if the criteria is hundreds
and scoring runs, then pick the guys that are doing it. If
that’s not the criteria, then let us know.”

Wade said he was previously told by Hohns he
wasn’t gaining selection because he batted too low in
Tasmania’s order. Wade has played 22 Tests and 94
one-day internationals for Australia, but only averaged
in the twenties with the bat in both formats has not
appeared for a national team since October 2017.

Australia’s batting line-up has come in for criticism
after their poor form during the home Tests against
India, with question marks over selectors’ picks such as
Aaron Finch, who has a poor record in the longer forms
of the game. —AFP
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over Test snub


