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Nadal relentlessly marches on as 
emotional Kvitova makes Open semis

25

Greek sensation Tsitsipas powers into last four with win over Spain’s Agut
MELBOURNE: Rafael Nadal continued his relentless
march towards an 18th major title yesterday as an emo-
tional Petra Kvitova swept into her first Grand Slam
semi-final since a terrifying knife attack almost ended
her career. 

On day nine of the Australian Open, the fairytale
runs of Stefanos Tsitsipas and Danielle Collins were
also extended as they too swept into the last four.
Second seed Nadal inched closer to winning an event
he has only claimed once before when he trounced
unseeded American Frances Tiafoe 6-3, 6-4, 6-2 in
another ruthless display from a man who has not
dropped a set so far.

Tiafoe had announced himself by beating fifth seed
Kevin Anderson, but was no match for a player at the
peak of his powers as he attempts to become only the
third man to win all four Slams twice and the first to do
so in the Open era.  “I had some trouble at this event all
my career, so I’m very happy with the way I played
tonight,” said the Spaniard, who faces another young
gun Tsitsipas in the semi-finals. 

“I feel lucky to be where I am.” Greek sensation
Tsitsipas powered into the last four with a measured 7-
5, 4-6, 6-4, 7-6 (7/2) win over Spain’s Roberto Bautista
Agut. The 20-year-old, who ended Swiss great Roger
Federer’s tournament, became the youngest man to
reach the semis at Melbourne Park since Andy Roddick
in 2003 and the first player from Greece-man or
woman-to get so far at Grand Slam.  

“I’m just living the dream, living what I’ve been
working hard for,” said the 14th seed, who lives in

Cyprus but trains at the academy of Serena Williams’
coach Patrick Mouratoglou in France. “I feel a bit emo-
tional but not too much-I know I really worked hard to
get here, playing in semis of a Grand Slam.”

Czech Kvitova had not gone past the last eight at a
major since a burglar slashed her left hand in December
2016, forcing her out of the game for six months and
leaving her with lasting nerve damage in the fingers of
her racquet hand.

But the eighth seed has bounced back and is on a
sensational 10-match unbeaten streak after claiming
the Sydney International warm-up title.

She proved too much for Ashleigh Barty, crushing
the local hope 6-1, 6-4, and was in tears afterwards as
she reflected on her long journey back to the top.

“Really, I didn’t imagine to be back on this great sta-
dium and play with the best,” the two-time Wimbledon
champion said.  “I’m calling it as my second career. So
it’s the first semi-final of the second career. I’m really
enjoying it.”

Kvitova will face unseeded American Collins in the
semi-final tomorrow and she desperately wants to
reach Saturday’s decider. “I want it bad, that’s right,”
she said.  Collins, the world number 35, had never won a
Grand Slam match before entering this year’s tourna-
ment but she stunned three-time major champion and
second seed Angelique Kerber in round four.

And the 25-year-old from Florida continued her
Cinderella run by bouncing back spectacularly to down
Russia’s Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova 2-6, 7-5, 6-1 in the
quarter-finals. Collins, who has spent long stretches of

her career playing small tournaments to build up her
ranking points, was in big trouble after losing the first
set to the world number 44.

But she fearlessly battled back into the match to
again stamp her mark on the tournament. “This has all

been a really incredible experience,” she said. “This
time last year I was playing a challenger (tournament)
in Newport Beach. But, yeah, I think I’m really embrac-
ing it. It makes it a lot easier when you play in front of
great fans and really good energy.” — AFP

PARIS: Russia will discover yesterday whether
they are to face fresh sanctions over
December’s missed deadline to allow WADA
investigators access to the Moscow laboratory
at the epicentre of the state-sponsored doping
scandal.

The World Anti-Doping Agency meets via
conference call at 1300 GMT to discuss rec-
ommendations on the compliance of the
Russian anti-doping agency (RUSADA). This is
the latest chapter in an affair that surfaced with
Richard McLaren’s July 2016 report detailing
doping in Russia from 2011 to 2015 involving
more than 1,000 athletes across more than 30
sports. The Canadian lawyer’s damning revela-
tions led to Russia’s athletics team being
barred from the 2016 Rio Olympics and
Russian competitors exiled from the 2018
Winter Olympics. WADA had conditionally lift-
ed a ban on RUSADA in September, with one
of the conditions being the granting of access
to thousands of samples at the tainted Moscow
lab by the end of 2018. 

But when a WADA team arrived last month,
Russian authorities raised issues with the certi-
fication of their equipment under Russian law.
WADA officials finally gained access two
weeks later and last week confirmed they had
“successfully retrieved” all the data, leading the
body’s president Craig Reedie to declare “a
major breakthrough for clean sport”.

For some like former WADA chief Dick
Pound the fact that a deadline was missed was
“not the end of the world” as “the real objec-
tive in all of this was to get access to the lab
and the data”.

But WADA’s critics, like US anti-doping boss
Travis Tygart, have slammed the agency’s han-
dling of the process as “a total joke” and an
“embarrassment”. “No one is surprised this
deadline was ignored and it’s time for WADA to
stop being played by the Russians and immedi-
ately declare them non-compliant for failing yet
again to meet the deadline,” he said.

The head of RUSADA has written to WADA
pleading its case ahead of yesterday’s verdict.
In a letter dated January 18 RUSADA director
Yury Ganus said it was not his agency’s fault
that the deadline was missed.

Ganus listed the various strides RUSADA
had made to be fully reinstated following its
suspension in 2016 over McLaren’s findings.
RUSADA had undergone “a profound transfor-
mation” and the new body “shares the values of
clean sport,” he said.

Even if they escape a new ban, Russia are
still not off the doping hook. McLaren estimat-
ed up to “600” new doping cases could be
unearthed in the Moscow lab’s samples. He
suggested the reason for the missed deadline
was nothing to do with WADA “but a power
struggle within Russia”.

WADA can expect further criticism from the
likes of Travis should it decide to stop short of
inflicting further sanctions on RUSADA, but not
from International Olympic Committee presi-
dent Thomas Bach.

In his New Year message, Bach insisted
Russia had been sufficiently punished. “With
i ts  suspension from the Olympic Winter
Games Pyeongchang 2018, the Russian
Olympic Committee has served its sanction,”
he wrote. — AFP

Russia waits on
WADA missed doping
deadline verdict

MELBOURNE: Czech Republic’s Petra Kvitova plays a forehand return to Australia’s Ashleigh Barty during
their women’s singles quarter-final match on day nine of the Australian Open tennis tournament in
Melbourne yesterday. — AFP

MELBOURNE: Skipper Lleyton Hewitt yesterday over-
looked Nick Kyrgios for next month’s Davis Cup quali-
fier against Bosnia and Herzegovina and instead opted
for Australia’s in-form stars.

Alex de Minaur, John Millman, Jordan Thompson,
Alexei Popyrin and doubles specialist John Peers were

named for the February 1-2 tie at Adelaide’s Memorial
Drive. But Hewitt, who engaged in a bitter war of words
with Bernard Tomic over his Davis Cup exclusion last
week, opted not to go with the talented but tempera-
mental Kyrgios, who has been sliding down the rank-
ings. De Minaur’s inclusion caps a huge 12 months for
the youngster, who has risen up the rankings from 208
to 29 while winning his first ATP title in Sydney this
month. Nineteen-year-old Popyrin was also named
after delivering a career best showing at the Australian
Open last week.

“De Minaur has had an incredible start to the year
winning his maiden ATP title in Sydney and making the
third round of the Aussie Open,” Hewitt said. “Popyrin
showed us he can match it with the top players and it

was pleasing to see him do so well in only his second
appearance at a Grand Slam. 

“John Millman and Jordan Thompson will bring
experience to the team as will John Peers,” he added.
Under a new format controversially adopted by the
International Tennis Federation, the Davis Cup will now
be decided at a week-long season-ending 18-team
event. It will be held in Madrid in November.

Six teams are already guaranteed a spot with
Australia-the second most successful Davis Cup nation
behind the United States-needing to qualify. A new for-
mat will see them play the Bosnians in best of three-set
matches-as opposed to the previous five-set matches.
The two singles are played on the first day and a dou-
bles and the reverse singles on the second. —AFP
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DENVER: Nick Bonino had a goal and an assist,
Viktor Arvidsson, Roman Josi and Ryan Ellis also
scored, and the Nashville Predators beat the
Colorado Avalanche 4-1 on Monday in Denver.
Pekka Rinne stopped 35 shots for the Predators,
who ended a two-game losing streak and gave
coach Peter Laviolette his 600th career victory.
Alexander Kerfoot scored a goal, and Semyon
Varlamov made 23 saves for the Avalanche.
Colorado, which is 3-9-2 in its past 14 games,
played without Erik Johnson. The Avalanche’s top
defenseman went into the concussion protocol after
being hit in the jaw with the puck in the first period
of a Saturday win against the Los Angeles Kings.

WILD 4, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 2
Charlie Coyle scored the winning goal with 5:31

remaining, and Devan Dubnyk made 30 saves to
help Minnesota hand Vegas a rare defeat in Las
Vegas. Mikko Koivu scored his 200th career goal,
and Eric Staal and Marcus Foligno also scored for
the Wild, who leapfrogged Dallas and Colorado into
third place in the Central Division with their third
win in four games. Minnesota also improved to 4-
0-1 in five all-time games against the Golden
Knights. Max Pacioretty and Alex Tuch scored
goals for Vegas, which lost for just the second time
in regulation in its past 15 home games (11-2-2).
Colin Miller added two assists, and Marc-Andre
Fleury, making his NHL-leading 44th start, stopped
18 shots.

PANTHERS 6, SHARKS 2
Frank Vatrano recorded his first four-point game,

and Florida broke a third-period tie with three
quick goals in a victory over San Jose at Sunrise,
Fla. Vatrano had a goal and a career-high three
assists, and Aaron Ekblad, Mike Matheson, Keith
Yandle, Vincent Trocheck and Nick Bjugstad also
scored for Florida. Aleksander Barkov had three
assists, and Evgenii Dadonov added two. Roberto
Luongo stopped 27 shots for the Panthers, who
enter the All-Star break on a three-game winning
streak. Timo Meier had a goal and an assist, and
Logan Couture also scored for the Sharks, who lost
their third straight. San Jose plays the Capitals in
Washington on Tuesday before entering the All-
Star break.

KINGS 4, BLUES 3
Anze Kopitar and Tyler Toffoli each had a goal

and an assist for Los Angeles in a win over visiting
St. Louis. Brendan Leipsic had two assists, Drew
Doughty and Paul LaDue also scored and Jonathan
Quick made 33 saves on his 33rd birthday, helping
send his team into a 12-day break on a positive
note. Mackenzie MacEachern scored his first NHL
goal for the Blues. Oskar Sundqvist and Ryan
O’Reilly also scored, Ivan Barbashev had two
assists, and Jordan Binnington made 25 saves for St.
Louis. — Reuters

Predators dispatch 
struggling Avalanche

LAS VEGAS:  Zach Parise #11 of the Minnesota Wild dives to pass the puck for an assist on an empty-net goal
by teammate Mikko Koivu (not pictured) #9 in front of Alex Tuch #89 and Max Pacioretty #67 of the Vegas
Golden Knights in the third period of their game at T-Mobile Arena on Monday in Las Vegas.  — AFP

LOS ANGELES: The eye injury Manny Pacquiao
suffered in a unanimous-decision win over Adrian
Broner is a scratched cornea, and the Filipino ring
icon is already on the mend, a spokesman for
Pacquiao’s camp said Monday.

The New York Daily News had reported that
some in Pacquiao’s camp feared he had suffered a
potentially career-threatening detached retina in
beating Broner to retain the World Boxing
Association “regular” welterweight world title-the
lesser of two WBA welterweight belts to that of
unbeaten US “super champion” Keith Thurman.

In fact, the 40-year-old fighter had already shed
his eye patch and was feeling fit enough to attend
Monday night’s NBA game between the reigning
champion Golden State Warriors and the Los
Angeles Lakers at Staples Center.

But the eye injury-possibly caused by loose tape
on Broner’s gloves-wasn’t the only bad news for
Pacquiao in an otherwise productive weekend. A Los
Angeles home owned by Pacquiao was burgled while
he was in Las Vegas, sources said, but it wasn’t
immediately clear what was taken.

It’s not the first time a prominent sportsman has
had a home burglarized in Los Angeles. Former Los
Angeles Dodgers star Yasiel Puig was the victim of
at least four burglaries in an 18-month period while
he was playing in Major League Baseball games or
otherwise fulfilling team duties. Thieves have also
targeted the home of Los Angeles Rams receiver
Robert Woods.

Pacquiao, who improved to 61-7 with two drawn
and 39 knockouts after his win over Broner, has indi-
cated that he will continue to fight even though he
has obligations as a Philippines senator.

“I will ask my promoters who’s next and we will
announce that in proper time,” promised Pacquiao,
who said he would be more than willing to climb into
the ring again with Floyd Mayweather in a bid to
avenge his 2015 loss to the undefeated American
which became the richest one-day sporting event in
history. “Tell him to come back to the ring and we
will fight,” Pacquiao said. — AFP
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