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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Ambassador of
Ethiopia to Kuwait Abdel Fattah Abdullah Hassan. —Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Ambassador of Venezuela
to Kuwait Ron Alfredo.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with Ambassador of China to Kuwait Meng Fang.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with Ambassador of Slovakia to Kuwait.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
with first vice chief editor of ‘Russia Today’ television network Alexi Nikolov.

BRUSSELS: Romanian foreign minister Teodor Melescanu
speaks at the event in Brussels yesterday. —KUNA

Romania supports
Kuwait’s mediation
efforts in region
BRUSSELS: Romania, which holds the current
European Union Presidency, underlined its strong
support to the mediation efforts of Kuwait in the
region and described the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) as a pillar of security. “I know and very seri-
ously appreciate the efforts of mediation by Kuwait
to find a final solution in the GCC. We are strongly
supporting this effort,” Romanian foreign minister
Teodor Melescanu said in Brussels yesterday. He was
replying to a question by Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) during his presentation of the foreign policy
priorities of the Romanian EU Presidency at an event
organized by the think-tank European Policy Center.
“From our viewpoint the GCC countries are the most
important economic partner of Romania in the Middle
East. Secondly the GCC used to be a pillar of security
in the region. That is why from our point of view, we

have a direct interest in trying to contribute to the
adoption of solution in the GCC,” he stated.

Melescanu voiced his strong support to bring
again the problems of the Middle East and in particu-
lar Palestine which he said is ‘the most important
(problem)’ back on the international stage. “We can-
not envisage at arriving at a solution without the par-
ticipation of other countries including the US,” he
said. Melescanu said that during the Romanian EU
Presidency “what we do intend to do is try to organ-
ize some events with the countries of the region on
issues like transport, energy from the Middle East
region to Europe.”

“There is no intention whatsoever for Romania to
come with a peace plan for the Middle East. We are
looking forward and waiting for a promised peace
plan which was announced by the President of the
United States Donald Trump and we are still waiting
for it,” he said. The Romanian foreign minister ruled
out the relocation of his country’s embassy from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem. “There is no decision in moving of
our embassy in any way. Other countries who do it is
their problem. But we cannot do things without hav-
ing a serious analysis of this issue,” he clarified. He
said Romania is among the few countries that have

recognized the Palestine state since 1988 and contin-
uously has very good relations with them. “We also
have very good and solid relations with Israel. Ten
percent of the population of Israel migrated from
Romania,” he said.

At the same time, hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians studied in Romania and some of them
have married there and there are lot of mixed families,
he noted. “There is no country in Europe that is so
interested like we are in finding a political solution to
the Palestine problem,” he stressed. “From our point
of view the only way out is looking into the possibili-
ty of two states living in peace and security in the
region. And when finally these things will be solved
and put on paper we have to tackle the issue of
Jerusalem which is the jewel of the crown. It is a very
complicated problem,” he added.

Melescanu said the Romanian EU Presidency will
focus on four dimensions, more convergence, a safer
Europe, a stronger global posture and more robust
common values in the EU. Romania assumed the six-
month rotating EU Presidency on 1 January for the
first time since it became an EU member in 2007. The
six-member GCC includes Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the UAE. —KUNA

Kuwait, UK mark
120th anniversary
of 1889 agreement
LONDON: The United Kingdom and the State of
Kuwait mark today the 120th anniversary of the
signing of the Anglo-Kuwaiti Agreement of January
23, 1889. The agreement, which was canceled on
June 19, 1961, was signed on the account that the
then British Empire would provide Kuwait with pro-
tection from regional and international threats. In
that period, the Ottoman Empire had claims on
Kuwaiti lands, inciting nearby tribes to create fuss
and threaten Kuwait. Germany also wanted to
acquire a portion of Kuwaiti lands to expand its
Berlin-Baghdad railway project, a request vehe-
mently opposed by then Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Sabah.

In celebration of the anniversary, Kuwait and
Britain will be holding various functions and activ-
ities in their respective countries. Regarding the
festivities, Kuwaiti Ambassador to the UK Khaled
Al-Douwaisan said that celebrations will be held in
London probably in mid-2019. The Kuwaiti diplo-
mat affirmed that both countries were keen on cel-
ebrating the treaty’s anniversary, which was part of
a long tradition of friendship and solidarity. Even
after the canceling of the treaty, Britain remained a
strong ally to Kuwait for years, providing various
modes of polit ical and economic support and
assistance.

The strength of relations was evident in the UK
opposition of the Iraqi invasion of 1990 and the
subsequent participation of British troops in the
liberation of 1991. Kuwaiti-British relations contin-
ue to consolidate and strengthen throughout the
years, said the Ambassador who indicated that His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s visit in 2012 left a lasting impres-
sion on the ties with the establishment of the UK-

Kuwait joint steering group. He affirmed that the
group helped to further bolster relations and such
notion was clearly seen in the step to exempt
Kuwaiti nationals from obtaining visiting visa to the
Bri ta in . The Ambassador a lso noted that  the
Kuwaiti diplomatic mission in the UK consisted of
44 diplomats, which is also an another indication of
the strong bilateral ties.

Meanwhile , Brit ish Ambassador to Kuwait
Michael Davenport said that it is a special honor
that Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
will address a reception to be held tomorrow by the
Ministry of Information to mark this important
occasion. He indicated that Kuwait and Britain
stood ‘shoulder-to-shoulder’ on numerous occa-
sions when the treaty was signed, revealing that the
British Royal Air Force was involved in operations in
1920 and 1961 to repel external aggression against
Kuwait. Ambassador Davenport said that his coun-
try remained committed to fend off aggression
against Kuwait even after the canceling of the

treaty and that this was evident in British troops’
participation in the operations to liberate Kuwait
from the Iraqi invasion. The British diplomat also
commended the 2012 visit by His Highness the Amir
to his country, saying that it contributes to the bol-
stering of bilateral relations. —KUNA

Khaled Al-Douwaisan Michael Davenport

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, at a cer-
emony held in Bayan Palace yesterday,
received credentials of four foreign ambassa-
dors to the State of Kuwait. The newly
assigned envoys who handed over their
papers represented Ethiopia, Abdel Fattah
Abdullah Hassan, Venezuela, Ron Alfredo,
China, Meng Fang, and their Slovak colleague.

The ceremony was attended by Minister of
Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-
Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, Deputy Minister of the Amiri
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, Amiri Diwan
Undersecretary and Amiri Diwan Director
Ahmad Fahad Al-Fahad, Amiri Diwan Advisor
Mohammad Abdullah Abulhassan, Head of

Protocol at the Amiri Diwan Sheikh Khaled
Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah Al-Nasser Al-Sabah,
Assistant Foreign Minister for Protocol
Affairs Ambassador Dhari Ajran Al-Ajran and
Chief of the Amiri Guard Major General
Fahad Abdulrahman Al-Zaid.

Meanwhile, Highness the Amir received the
first vice chief editor of ‘Russia Today’ television
network Alexi Nikolov, and his accompanying
delegation. His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem also received separately the staff of the
Moscow-based television network.

His Highness the Amir further received His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah; who also met separately
with His Highness the Crown Prince.
Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince

received President of the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA), Sheikh Salman
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah.

In other news, His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
cabled Afghan President Ashraf Ghani
expressing deep condolences to victims of
the terrorist explosion that targeted a mili-
tary base for special forces in Afghanistan’s
central  Maidan Wardak province. His
Highness the Amir, in the cable, expressed
robust denunciation of this blatant and
criminal act that targeted innocent lives. His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah addressed
cables of similar content to the Afghan
president. —KUNA

Amir receives new ambassadors’
credentials in Bayan Palace ceremony

Amir hosts deputy chief editor of Russian TV network

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with
first vice chief editor of ‘Russia Today’ television network Alexi Nikolov.


