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News in brief
Foreign ministry warns against fraud

KUWAIT: Hackers are using the telephone number
of the ministry of foreign affairs (22225555) to
deceive citizens, the department warned in a press
release yesterday. These swindlers have been calling
individuals claiming that they represent the ministry
and request fund transfers to fake and suspicious
accounts of universities where they have been pre-
viously registered. Some of the hackers ask for
remittances for accrediting academic certificates.
The ministry called for caution against such acts of
fraud, warning against dealing with any anonymous
persons or phone numbers. —KUNA  

MEW timings changed

KUWAIT: In a preemptive measure prior to a sit-in
MEW employees plan to hold on Sunday, Minister
of Electricity and Water and Oil Khaled Al-Fadhel
announced that in collaboration with the Civil
Service Commission, it was agreed to change
MEW’s working hours to start at 7 am and end at 2
pm and allow female employees to leave 15 minutes
earlier. Notably, Fadhel had stressed MEW would
not go back on the new timings and that it will be
fully committed to the CSC decision. This made
MEW employees declare plans to hold the sit-in,
which made the minister, who has not completed
his first month in office, to retreat. — A Saleh 

WASHINGTON/DAVOS: US Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo yesterday praised
a wave of “disruption” in world politics,
citing Donald Trump and Brexit but also
pointing to elections in France and
Malaysia. Addressing the world’s busi-
ness elite in the Swiss ski resort of
Davos, Pompeo renewed Trump’s criti-

cism of international institutions and the
US president’s calls for “strong borders”
to protect national sovereignty.

“New winds are blowing across the
world,” Pompeo told the World Economic
Forum, speaking by video after his trip
was scuttled by the ongoing US govern-
ment shutdown. “I’d argue that this dis-
ruption is a positive development,” he
said. Pompeo said that in recent years,
“voters have tuned out politicians and
political alliances that they thought were
not representing their interests.”

He cited Trump’s 2016 election and
Britain’s referendum four months to leave
the European Union - both of which
stunned elites - as well as more recent
election triumphs by Italy’s anti-estab-
lishment Five Star Movement and
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DAVOS: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo is seen on a screen during his address via
satellite at the World Economic Forum (WEF) yesterday. — AFP 

VIENNA: Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad yester-
day defended Malaysia’s ban on Israeli athletes, liken-
ing it to US President Donald Trump’s plan to build a
wall along the US-Mexico border. Malaysia sparked a
row with Israel after saying it would not allow Israeli
swimmers to compete in a tournament later this year
that serves as a qualifying event for the Tokyo 2020
Paralympics. “Every country has the right to accept or

refuse entry of anybody,” Mahathir told a press confer-
ence in Vienna yesterday.

“You can see that in America now they are erecting
a very high wall to prevent Mexicans from going to
America,” he said. “We have the same idea, that people
who are undesirable for our country will be kept out of
our country,” Mahathir added. Last week Israel said the
decision was motivated by “rabid anti-Semitism” on
Mahathir’s part. Mahathir, now 93 and in his second
stint as premier, has in the past attracted criticism for
verbal attacks on Jews.

Last week he denied accusations of anti-Semitism,
saying: “It is my right to tell them they have been doing a
lot of wrong things. Why can’t we say anything against
Israel, against the Jews?” Yesterday he branded Israel “a
criminal country”, adding: “If their people want to com-
pete in sport, they can go to some other country.”—AFP
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NEW YORK/KUWAIT: UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres announced the appointment of Rola
Dashti of Kuwait as the next Executive Secretary of
the United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia (ESCWA). She will  succeed
Mohamed Ali Al-Hakim of Iraq, to whom the
Secretary-General is grateful for his commitment and
dedicated service to the organization, Guterres said in
a statement late Monday. The Secretary-General is
also appreciative to Mounir Tabet, who will continue to
serve as Acting Executive Secretary until Dashti
assumes her position. 

Dashti, a leading Kuwaiti economist and long-time
champion of women’s rights and gender equality, is cur-
rently serving as a member of the Supreme Planning
Council in Kuwait. From 2012 to 2014, she was minister
for planning and development and minister of state for
parliamentary affairs. Dashti played a pivotal role in
advocating for the decree to allow Kuwaiti women to
vote and run for parliamentary elections, and in May
2009, she along with three other women became the
first women to be elected to Kuwait’s parliament.

She has also held key positions in research and
development institutions such as the Kuwait Institute
for Scientific Research and worked for major local and
international financial and development institutions
such as the National Bank of Kuwait and the World
Bank. Dashti holds a doctorate degree in population
dynamics from Johns Hopkins University-Baltimore, a
master’s degree in economics and finance from
California State University-Sacramento, and a bachelor
of science in agriculture economics from California
State University-Chico. 

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

Sabah received Dashti at Bayan Palace yesterday after
her appointment. The Amir praised Dashti’s selection
to this senior post, an event that has made everyone in
the country proud and also depicts Kuwait’s high
esteem and status. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also received Dashti
yesterday.

HH the Amir earlier addressed a cable of congratu-
lations to Dashti on her appointment. The Amir, in the
cable, said he was proud that a Kuwaiti citizen earned
this prestigious post, noting that her appointment to

the senior position also signaled the high status
enjoyed by Kuwait in Arab, regional and international
quarters. HH the Crown Prince and HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
sent similar cables to Dashti.

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
also cabled Dashti, expressing congratulations on her
appointment as ESCWA chief. He affirmed that naming
Dashti to this senior post reflected the high-level sta-
tus of Kuwait at the international level and significant
potentials of national cadres in general. —KUNA 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives newly-appointed Executive Secretary of
the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) Rola Dashti at Bayan Palace yesterday.—- KUNA 

VIENNA: Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad (right) and
Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz are seen at the start of a meet-
ing yesterday. — AFP 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Opposition MP Riyadh Al-Adasani yes-
terday threatened to grill Finance Minister Nayef
Al-Hajraf over statements he made on Monday
projecting a huge budget deficit for the 2019/2020
fiscal year. Adasani said Kuwait has an abundance
of funds and has no budget deficit, but lacks effi-
cient management of its wealth and financial
resources, which leads to the budget shortfall.
While unveiling the new fiscal year budget, Hajraf
said Kuwait is projecting a deficit of KD 6.1 billion
before the transfer of funds to the future genera-
tions fund and KD 7.7 billion after the transfer.

Kuwait has been posting a budget deficit since
the 2015/2016 fiscal year due to the crash in the
price of oil, from which Kuwait generates 90 per-
cent of its total revenues. Adasani insisted that
Kuwait has no budget deficit and on the contrary
enjoys “billions in surpluses”, and “all we need is
an efficient and wise management of the budget”.
He claimed that supervision by government agen-
cies and ministries over the budget has been dete-
riorating, adding that he intends to file to grill the
finance minister in March if he did not take care of
certain issues.
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NANTES, France: Premier League club Cardiff City’s
record new signing, Argentine striker Emiliano Sala,
is missing presumed dead after a light aircraft he was
travelling in disappeared over the English Channel.
Sala, signed on Saturday from French club Nantes for
a reported fee of €17 million ($19.3 million), was fly-
ing to Cardiff aboard a small plane that disappeared
from radars around 20 km north of Guernsey on
Monday night. French civil aviation authorities con-

firmed that 28-year-old
Sala “was on board the
plane”. It is thought there
was one other passenger
on the aircraft.

A statement from
police on Guernsey, a
British island just off the
coast of France, said the
pilot had requested to
lower his altitude shortly
before air traffic control
in neighboring Jersey lost contact with the plane.
After a search was called off on Monday because of
high winds, two helicopters, two planes and a
lifeboat joined renewed efforts yesterday morning to
find the single-propeller plane. 
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ABU DHABI: United Arab Emirates sports chief
Mohammed Khalfan Al-Romaithi believes the Gulf
nation would welcome an approach to co-host the 2022
World Cup if its deep political rift with Qatar is
resolved. FIFA President Gianni Infantino has backed a
proposal to expand the next World Cup from 32 to 48
teams and has suggested that neighboring countries
could host matches. Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain and
Egypt, however, launched a diplomatic and trade boy-
cott of Qatar in June 2017. The countries accuse Qatar
of supporting terrorism, which it denies.

“I think the right way is
to solve the problem,”
Romaithi, who on Monday
stood down from Abu
Dhabi’s Executive Council to
focus on a bid to run Asian
football, told Reuters in an
interview yesterday. “Bring
back the relationships, be
brothers again like we were,
and then we can support.”
There have been few signs
of an end to the region’s deepest rift in years, which
Saudi Arabia and the UAE have said is not a priority.
Qatar has said it would like to resolve the crisis, but
does not need to.

“If the problem is solved I think the UAE would wel-
come the World Cup here, a group or two for example,”
the Chairman of the UAE General Sports Authority added.
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