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PARIS: Moussa Dembele grabbed a stoppage-time winner
for Lyon in a 2-1 victory over bitter foes Saint-Etienne on
Sunday, while Marseille snapped a wretched run of nine
games without a win as they beat Caen 1-0 in Ligue 1.

Romain Hamouma headed Saint-Etienne into the lead
on 21 minutes at the Stade Geoffroy Guichard, but Nabil
Fekir converted a second-half penalty to haul Lyon level
following a handball by Loic Perrin. An unmarked Dembele
headed over in the dying stages after coming on as a sub-
stitute, but the forward made no mistake with another
chance moments later to floor the hosts in the 95th minute.

“We do this job for this kind of feeling,” said Lyon
coach Bruno Genesio. “It was an excellent derby. Both
teams got properly into it.”  Lyon goalkeeper Anthony
Lopes had earlier pulled off a stunning triple save to keep
the visitors in the game, twice denying the in-form Wahbi
Khazri before tipping away Hamouma’s follow-up.

Saint-Etienne again had a chance to win the match in a
frantic goalmouth scramble but Remy Cabella was thwart-
ed by Lopes and Leo Dubois produced a vital block to
repel Lois Diony’s subsequent effort. “Honestly, I knew this
job was cruel but today was a bit of a knockout blow,” said
Saint-Etienne coach Jean-Louis Gasset. “We gave every-
thing. Both teams had chances and would have each
deserved a point.”

A pitch invasion by angry home fans caused a lengthy
stoppage when Lyon won 5-0 last season, and tempers
again briefly threatened to boil over following the final
whistle on Sunday.

Lyon climbed back above their rivals into third place
after dealing Saint-Etienne a first home loss of the season.
Earlier, Marseille recorded a first win since late November
despite losing the influential Dimitri Payet to a knee injury
after just 24 minutes. Morgan Sanson, on as a substitute

for Payet, guided home a header from a Kevin Strootman
cross two minutes after the interval to earn Marseille a
welcome three points.

Caen played most of the second half with 10 men after
Frederic Guilbert was dismissed for a second booking.
Marseille had faced angry supporters in heated exchanges
following last weekend’s 1-1 home draw with Monaco, the
culmination of a dismal run that included a humiliating
French Cup defeat by fourth-tier amateurs Andrezieux at
the start of the month.

“I’m not relieved. I’m happy for the players because it
confirms the good things we’d done in the last two matches
against Monaco and Saint-Etienne,” said Marseille coach
Rudi Garcia, who again faced calls to resign from
Marseille fans in the away section.

He also provided an update on Payet, saying he was
unsure whether he would be available for next week’s visit
of Lille.  “I don’t know. It’s never good when it’s the knee,”
said Garcia.

“He felt it all of a sudden... I think it was a Caen player
who fell on top of him, or something like that, when he was
on the ground.” Marseille moved up to seventh and to
within six points of the Champions League spots after
inflicting a fifth home defeat in six outings on a Caen outfit
with just three wins all season.

Kylian Mbappe and Edinson Cavani both scored hat-
tricks on Saturday as Paris Saint-Germain romped to their
biggest-ever home win with a 9-0 thrashing of bottom
side Guingamp.

Meanwhile, Thierry Henry’s nightmare spell in charge
of Monaco took another turn for the worse as Cesc
Fabregas gifted Strasbourg a goal and fellow new signing
Naldo was shown a seventh-minute red card in a 5-1
home humbling. — AFP

Last-gasp Dembele wins derby 
for Lyon as Marseille halt slide

It was an excellent derby’ says Lyon coach Bruno Genesio

LONDON: Gareth Southgate insisted on Sunday his
work as England manager was far from done as he indi-
cated he had no interest in taking charge at Manchester
United any time soon. A recent report in Britain’s
Sunday Telegraph said Southgate was on a shortlist
being drawn up by Old Trafford chiefs as they sought a
permanent replacement for the sacked Jose Mourinho.

But with Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, the caretaker manag-
er, having won his first seven games in charge of United,
the Red Devils may have a ready-made successor in
their former striker. In any case Southgate, who last year
in Russia took England to their first appearance in a
World Cup semi-final since 1990, and has since guided
them to qualification for the inaugural Nations League
finals, has unfinished business with the Three Lions.

The former England centre-back made that clear
when, at a Football Writers’ Association dinner in
London on Sunday he was asked, following the United
speculation, if he felt fulfilled by the England post.

“I’m the England manager and it’s a privileged posi-
tion to be in,” Southgate told Sky Sports. “We’ve had
the best year for 28 years and we’ve got a semi-final
this summer and a European Championship that’s pre-
dominantly at Wembley, providing we take care of busi-
ness to qualify.

“So it’s a hugely exciting time with the team. I don’t
think we’ve progressed as far as we can yet. I think
there’s room for us to grow.” The 48-year-old added: “I
am still a young coach. I’ve managed less than 200
matches, so, for me, it’s an honour to be in the role I’m in
and I thoroughly enjoy it.”

As for Sunday’s event, staged in honour of
Southgate, his England squad and staff, he said: “When
you’re having tributes, you’re thinking, ‘Well, the job is
not done for us yet, there’s a lot for us to go for and a
lot of improvement for us to make’.”

England captain Harry Kane, the Golden Boot win-
ner in Russia, has been a key member of Southgate’s
side. But Kane has been ruled out until March after suf-
fering an ankle injury during Tottenham Hotspur’s 1-0
loss to Manchester United last weekend. — AFP
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Southgate cools
Man United talk

SAINT-ETINNE: Lyon’s French forward Moussa Dembele (3rd L) scores during the French L1 football match
between Saint-Etienne (ASSE) and Lyon (OL) on Sunday, at the Geoffroy Guichard stadium in Saint-Etienne,
central-eastern France. — AFP

Klopp seeks solutions 
for defensive crisis
LONDON: Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp has taken his
“warriors” to Dubai for a warm-weather training camp
where he will search for a solution to his defensive dilem-
ma. The Premier League leaders, four points ahead of
Manchester City, are not in action this coming weekend
because they were knocked out of the FA Cup in the last
round.

But James Milner’s sending-off in Saturday’s 4-3 win
over Crystal Palace leaves Klopp with a headache at right-
back for next week’s visit of Leicester. Joe Gomez, side-
lined with a broken bone in his foot, will step up his recov-
ery in Dubai and could have an outside chance of making
the game but Trent Alexander-Arnold is still a couple of
weeks away from fitness.

Fabinho would have been an option in a position he has
played for Brazil but he came off injured late on against
Palace and even if fit he may be needed in midfield, with
Georginio Wijnaldum out with a hamstring problem. Klopp
gave 18-year-old Rafael Camacho his Premier League
debut for the final few minutes at the weekend and he may
be a one-off answer against Leicester.

The Liverpool boss, who has no intention of seeking a
solution from the transfer market, told liverpoolfc.com:
“Now we need the time to recover obviously, because we
had a few injuries. “Hopefully we can bring a few back.
‘Millie’ (Milner) will be out for sure, unfortunately, but we
will see, as long as we have enough players we will find a
solution. “These boys are real fighters,” added the German.
“It’s a bunch of proper warriors-I love that. They all stick
their leg in or whatever. — AFP

Cristiano flashback 
as Iran book Asian 
Cup q-finals spot
ABU DHABI: Title-chasing Iran survived a first-minute
penalty in a chaotic start to eventually dispatch Oman
2-0 and reach the Asian Cup quarter-finals on Sunday.
Beanpole goalkeeper Alireza Beiranvand saved from the
spot before goals from Alireza Jahanbakhsh and Ashkan
Dejagah in Abu Dhabi sent Iran through to face China.

Beiranvand saved a Cristiano Ronaldo penalty at last
year’s World Cup and plunged to his right to brilliantly
deny Oman captain Ahmed Al-Mahaijri, preventing
Oman taking a shock lead moments into the game.

“To be honest, I thought of Cristiano for a fraction of
a second before the kick,” Beiranvand told AFP. “I didn’t
want people to think that save in Russia was a fluke. But
saving penalties is my job and my responsibility is to
help the team.” Iran, who are looking to end a 43-year-
old Asian Cup title drought, broke through after 32 min-
utes when Brighton forward Jahanbakhsh latched onto a
hopeful long ball to poke the ball past Oman goalkeeper
Faiyz Al-Rusheidi.

“Team Melli” captain Dejagah lashed home a penalty
four minutes before the break after Mehdi Taremi had
been brought down. Beiranvand produced an acrobatic
save to keep out Muhsen Al-Ghassani’s long-range
strike just before the half-time whistle.

Sardar Azmoun-dubbed the “Iranian Messi”-twice
fluffed his lines after the interval when it looked easier
to score. Taremi subsequently squandered two gilt-
edged chances, but Iran were never seriously troubled
by an error-prone Oman side.

“It’s the first time in my life one team has conceded a
penalty in the first minute,” said Iran coach Carlos
Queiroz. “We need to play with a killer instinct. It’s
important to kill the game when you have the opportu-
nity,” added the former Real Madrid boss.

“Football is a hell of a job for players and coaches to
be honest with you.” Oman coach Pim Verbeek paid

tribute to his players after the Gulf champions reached
the Asian Cup knockout stage for the first time.

“I’m very proud of my players,” said the Dutchman.
“They had a fantastic tournament and should not be
ashamed to lose to a team like Iran.”  But China, run-
ners-up in 1984 and 2004, hit back through substitute

Xiao Zhi and Gao Lin’s thumping penalty 20 minutes
from time to set up a meeting with Iran.

“I’m happy with the reaction of the players,” said
Lippi, who is expected to step down after the Asian
Cup. “We’re in the quarter-finals which is an important
step-now let’s see.” — AFP

Five things we 
learned from  
Premier League 
weekend
LONDON: Liverpool are one step closer to a long-
awaited Premier League title, but only just after a sev-
en-goal thriller against Crystal Palace at Anfield, while
Chelsea imploded in losing 2-0 at Arsenal.

Manchester United and Tottenham were also victori-
ous as the race for a top-four finish tightened and
Manchester City were routine 3-0 winners at
Huddersfield to remain just four points adrift of Liverpool.
Here, AFP Sport looks at five things we learned from the
Premier League weekend:

LIVERPOOL GET LUCK CHAMPIONS NEED
For the second consecutive week Liverpool got the

job done by a solitary goal, but in stark contrast to a
dogged 1-0 victory at Brighton last weekend, Jurgen
Klopp’s men needed their forwards to come to the par-
ty and a touch of fortune to see off Crystal Palace 4-3.

Trailing 1-0 at half-time, the Reds turned the game
around in the space of eight minutes at the start of the
second period thanks to deflections that favoured
Mohamed Salah and Roberto Firmino.

Palace hit back to level again at 2-2, but the leaders
biggest break came when 39-year-old goalkeeper
Julian Speroni, playing for the first time in 13 months
due to injuries to Wayne Hennessey and Vicente Guaita,
fumbled a simple James Milner cross towards his own
goal and Salah slammed into an empty net. Another
hurdle cleared, Liverpool are now 15 games from a first
title in 29 years.

WILL SARRI BE SHORT-LIVED?
With a post-match thrashing of his players a former

Chelsea manager in Jose Mourinho would have been
proud of, Maurizio Sarri left no one in any doubt
where he placed the blame for an insipid performance
at the Emirates.

The Italian lambasted his players’ desire and com-
mitment, labelling them “difficult to motivate”. Sarri
must also, though, accept his measure of responsibility
with Eden Hazard and N’Golo Kante again struggling in
unfamiliar positions.

Not many Chelsea managers have taken on the
dressing room and succeeded in Roman Abramovich’s
reign. Sarri is just six months into a three-year con-
tract, but they have tended to matter for little under
Abramovich and he may be the latest in a string of
i l lustr ious coaches that  does not  last  long at
Stamford Bridge.

SOLSKJAER REAPS RASHFORD REWARD
Arsenal’s victory closed the Gunners to within three

points of Chelsea in the fight for a top-four finish, but it
is a rejuvenated United who look even more likely to
beat Sarri’s men to Champions League qualification.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer has now masterminded a
magnificent seven straight wins since taking charge as
caretaker boss. An 11-point gap to the top four when
Mourinho was sacked little over a month ago is down
to three and United will have the chance to erase it
when Chelsea visit Old Trafford towards the end of
the season.

A 2-1 win over Brighton was not the Red Devils’ best
display under the Norwegian, but his influence was still
decisive as Marcus Rashford’s stunning solo goal
proved the difference between the sides. Finally afford-
ed a run of games in a central role up front, Rashford
has now scored in four straight Premier League games
for the first time in his career.

WINKS RALLIES SPURS’ WALKING WOUNDED
Shorn of Harry Kane, Dele Alli and Son Heung-min,

Spurs needed Harry Winks’ first goal since 2016 to see
off struggling Fulham 2-1 at Craven Cottage. Winks’
header with virtually the last action of 93 pulsating min-
utes ensures Spurs maintain a seven-point cushion over
Arsenal and United.

And they might need it as Alli joined a worrying list
of injury casualties. The England international had
scored Tottenham’s equaliser before pulling up with a
hamstring injury. With Kane out until March with ankle
ligament damage and Son on duty for South Korea at
the Asian Cup for the rest of the month, Spurs are des-
perately short of firepower as they try to maintain a
challenge in four competitions.

Little Silva lining for Everton
Unlike Mauricio Pochettino’s Spurs who didn’t spend

a penny on transfers in the summer, Marco Silva was
handed £90 million worth of new arrivals to begin the
challenge of taking on the top six at Everton.

Instead, the Toffees are just three points better off
and two places lower in the table than they were at this
stage last season under Sam Allardyce. Of Everton’s big
summer signings, Colombia’s World Cup hero Yerry
Mina was left on the bench, while Andre Gomes,
Richarlison and Bernard were all substituted by Silva in
Saturday’s 2-1 defeat at Southampton.

At the very least, Everton’s majority shareholder
Farhad Moshiri would expect to be the best of the rest
in seventh come the end of the season. But a run of just
two wins in 10 league games since November leaves
Everton trailing Watford, Wolves, Leicester and West
Ham down in 11th. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ASIAN NATIONS CUP 2019
South Korea v Bahrain 16:00
beIN SPORTS
Qatar v Iraq 19:00
beIN SPORTS

ABU DHABI: Players vie for the header during the 2019 AFC Asian Cup Round of 16 football match between
Iran and Oman at the Mohammed Bin Zayed Stadium in Abu Dhabi on Sunday. — AFP


