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WASHINGTON: Five-time champion Tom Brady guid-
ed the New England Patriots into their third consecu-
tive Super Bowl, where they will face a Los Angeles
Rams squad that advanced Sunday in dramatic but
controversial fashion.

The only day in NFL playoff history with two over-
time thrillers saw the Patriots win 37-31 at Kansas City
on Rex Burkhead’s 2-yard touchdown run in the
American Conference final. “Over-time, on the road,
against a great team, it required everything,” Brady
said. “This is crazy. That was a hell of a game. It’s unbe-
lievable.” The Rams edged host New Orleans 26-23 on
Greg Zuerlein’s club playoff record 57-yard over-time
field goal in the National Conference final, their rally
from 13-0 down the best in team playoff history.

“Unbelievable. Can’t find the words,” Rams quarter-
back Jared Goff said. “To be down 13-0, the defense to
play the way they did. And our kicker made a 57-yard
field goal. Unbelievable.”

New England will face Los Angeles in Super Bowl
53 on February 3 in Atlanta in the NFL championship
spectacular. The Patriots seek their third title in five
years in their ninth Super Bowl trip in 18 seasons under
Brady, who at 41 could surpass 39-year-old Peyton
Manning as the oldest starting quarterback to win a
Super Bowl and become the first to do it six times.

“It feels pretty sweet,” Brady said. “We earned it and
I’m really happy for us. It was awesome. What a game.”
Brady became the first quarterback in NFL playoff his-
tory to go 3-0 in over-time, having won all three on the
opening drive of the extra session.

This one came after four lead changes in the fourth
quarter and a dramatic fightback drive by Kansas City
to force the first extra-time American Conference final
since 1986.

“The players just competed really hard today,”
Patriots coach Bill Belichick said. “You can’t buy these.
You’ve got to earn them and they earned this one.”
Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes will not become
the youngest Super Bowl champion quarterback at 23,

but he served notice he could trade dramatic late-game
drives with Brady, the sport’s master of such heroics.

‘NEVER GET OVER IT’ 
The Saints, meanwhile, were livid over the lack of a

late-game penalty call when Rams defender Nickell
Robey-Coleman ran into Saints receiver Tommylee
Lewis on a third-down pass. New Orleans lost a chance
to run down the clock and make a last-play short field
goal try.

“They blew the call,” Saints coach Sean Payton said.
“I don’t know if there was ever a more obvious pass
interference call.” “It’s a tough way to lose a game,
especially when you’re in a position like that to win it,”
Payton said. “We’ll probably never get over it.”

The Saints received the ball to begin over-time but
Rams linebacker Dante Fowler hit Brees as he threw
and safety John Johnson picked off the awkward lob
while falling onto his back, the lone New Orleans
turnover setting up Zuerlein’s winner.

“I was crying on the bench,” said Rams defensive
tackle Ndamukong Suh. “I’ve never been this excited.”
Rams coach Sean McVay, who turns 33 on Thursday,
became the youngest coach to reach the Super Bowl.

“It’s a credit to the people you have around you,”
McVay said. “Our team demonstrated great mental
toughness. It was a tough start. We had confidence and
we got it done. It was a great win.” The Rams seek their
fourth NFL crown but their first for Los Angeles in the
Super Bowl era. The team won NFL titles in 1945 based
in Cleveland, 1951 based in Los Angeles and by winning
the 2000 Super Bowl while based in St. Louis. The
franchise lost two other Super Bowl trips in 1980 (Los
Angeles) and 2002 (St. Louis).

DRAMA AT KANSAS CITY 
At Kansas City, there were four lead changes and a

conference-finals record 38 points scored in the fourth
quarter. Brady marched the Patriots 65 yards in 34 sec-
onds and New England seized a 31-28 lead thanks to

Rex Burkhead’s 4-yard touchdown run with 39 seconds
remaining.

Mahomes then drove the Chiefs into position for
Harrison Butker’s 39-yard equalizer field goal with
eight seconds remaining. The Patriots took a 14-0 half-
time lead on Sony Michel’s 1-yard touchdown run 8:05
into the game and Brady’s 29-yard touchdown pass to
Phil Dorsett with 27 seconds to play in the second
quarter. Mahomes answered 2:04 into the second half

on a 12-yard touchdown pass to Travis Kelce but the
Patriots answered on Stephen Gostkowski’s 47-yard
field goal.

Damian Williams scored three fourth-quarter touch-
downs for the Chiefs on catches of 1 and 23 yards from
Mahomes and a 2-yard run. Brady, 72-1 as a starter
when up by 14 or more, marched the Patriots for rookie
Michel’s 10-yard touchdown run and Burkhead’s go-
ahead and winning touchdown runs. —AFP

Patriots to face Rams in Super Bowl 
53 after over-time NFL thrillers

MINNEAPOLIS: Derrick Rose buried a 20-foot, tie-
breaking jumper with nine-tenths of a second
remaining Sunday night, delivering the Minnesota
Timberwolves a 116-114 victory over the Phoenix
Suns in Minneapolis. The Timberwolves trailed 110-
106 before Rose capped a 31-point performance by
scoring eight of Minnesota’s final 10 points over the
closing 3:25. Karl Anthony-Towns shot 13 for 13 from
the free throw line in a 30-point, 12-rebound double-
double for Minnesota, which snapped a two-game
losing streak. T.J. Warren had a team-high 21 points
for the Suns, who completed a winless four-game trip
with two losses in two days. Phoenix lost at Charlotte
on Saturday.

CLIPPERS 103, SPURS 95
Tobias Harris poured in 27 points, and Patrick

Beverley scored 18 points and grabbed 12 rebounds
as Los Angeles held on to defeat host San Antonio.
The win snapped a season-worst five-game losing
streak for the Clippers, who controlled the game even
without injured stars sixth man Lou Williams and for-
ward Danilo Gallinari. LaMarcus Aldridge led all
scorers with 30 points and pulled down a game-high
14 rebounds for the Spurs, who saw their two-game
winning snapped while losing their second straight
home game.

PACERS 120, HORNETS 95
Victor Oladipo scored 21 points as host Indiana

won its second straight game and avenged a 127-109
loss at Charlotte in November. The Pacers, who have
won 18 of their last 23 games, jumped out to a 16-
point lead in the first quarter, led by 15 at halftime,
and stayed in control the rest of the game. Kemba
Walker had 23 points and seven assists to lead the
Hornets, who had a three-game winning streak
snapped. They were looking for their first four-game
winning streak of the season. — Reuters

Wolves’ Rose
beats buzzer
to bury Suns

KANSAS CITY:  Rob Gronkowski #87 of the New England Patriots makes a catch in overtime against Eric Berry
#29 of the Kansas City Chiefs during the AFC Championship Game at Arrowhead Stadium on Sunday in Kansas
City, Missouri. — AFP

‘This is crazy, that was a hell of a game, It’s unbelievable’

CHICAGO: Jonathan Toews finished with three goals and
two assists while Patrick Kane added two goals and two
assists as the Chicago Blackhawks snapped a six-game
losing streak with an 8-5 victory over the visiting
Washington Capitals on Sunday afternoon. The Blackhawks
scored four goals in the first 23 minutes and then added
four more in the third period while slumping Washington
twice sliced the lead to one. The Capitals have dropped five
in a row, the first time that’s happened since early in the
2014-15 season. Washington simply couldn’t stop Toews
(five points) and Kane (four) as Chicago finished with at
least three goals in two of the three periods. The Capitals
have fallen out of first place in the Metropolitan Division
during their skid. Coach Todd Reirden tried to get the
offense going by shaking up his lines, including dropping
top-line center Evgeny Kuznetsov to the third line, but the
defense couldn’t hold on.

ISLANDERS 3, DUCKS 0
Robin Lehner recorded 19 saves as surging New

York notched its second straight shutout with a win
over visiting Anaheim. Cal Clutterbuck scored twice in
the first period for the Islanders, who have won five
straight and 15 of 18 to move into first place in the
Metropolitan Division. It was the sixth career two-goal
game for Clutterbuck and his first since Jan. 4, 2018.
Leo Komarov scored in the final minute of the second
period for the Islanders.

CANUCKS 3, RED WINGS 2
Elias Pettersson scored a goal and added an assist in

his first game back from a knee injury as host Vancouver
came back to beat Detroit. Antoine Roussel scored the
winning goal at 13:13 of the third period as he tipped in
Jake Virtanen’s pass into the middle. That came less than

six minutes after Bo Horvat tied the game at 2-2. The
Canucks earned their second straight win while handing
the Red Wings their second consecutive loss. Frans
Nielsen and Thomas Vanek each had a goal and an assist
for Detroit.

COYOTES 4, MAPLE LEAFS 2
Vinnie Hinostroza scored the go-ahead goal in the third

period as visiting Arizona defeated Toronto. It was the fifth
goal this season for Hinostroza, who had not scored since
Nov. 11, a 21-game drought. Mario Kempe, Clayton Keller
and Lawson Crouse also scored for the Coyotes, who have
won five of their past seven games. Derek Stepan added

two assists. Travis Dermott and John Tavares scored for
the Maple Leafs, who have lost seven of their past 10
games and six of seven at home.

HURRICANES 7, OILERS 4
Nino Niederreiter scored two first-period goals in just

his second game with Carolina in a victory against host
Edmonton. Niederreiter joined the Hurricanes last week in
a trade with the Minnesota Wild. He made his Carolina
debut in Friday night’s home loss to the Ottawa Senators.
Lucas Wallmark also had two goals for Carolina. Andrei
Svechnikov, Brock McGinn and Jordan Martinook had the
other goals for the Hurricanes. — Reuters

Toews notches hat 
trick as Blackhawks 
crush Capitals

CHICAGO:  Artem Anisimov #15 of the Chicago Blackhawks shoots past Matt Niskanen #2 of the Washington
Capitals at Pheonix Copley #1 at the United Center on Sunday in Chicago, Illinois. — AFP

BRISBANE: Australia have called up Kurtis Patterson for
their two-test series against Sri Lanka starting in Brisbane
on Jan 24 after the New South Wales batsman scored two
centuries in a warm-up match against the tourists. 

The uncapped Patterson scored unbeaten knocks of 157
and 102 for a Cricket Australia XI in Hobart last week.
“Kurtis has joined the squad in Brisbane today to commence
our preparations for the first test starting on Thursday,”
national selector Trevor Hohns said.

“We have been asking batters around the country to
score hundreds if they want to be considered for selection.
“Given Kurtis’s consistent performances for NSW and his
two unbeaten centuries in last week’s tour match against our
upcoming opponent, Sri Lanka, we believe he deserves to
be added to the test squad.” Patterson has played 58 first-
class matches, scoring 3,813 runs with six centuries and 26
half-centuries at an average of 41.  Australia squad: Tim
Paine (captain), Jhye Richardson, Joe Burns, Pat Cummins,
Marcus Harris, Travis Head, Usman Khawaja, Marnus
Labuschagne, Nathan Lyon, Will Pucovski, Matt Renshaw,
Mitchell Starc, Peter Siddle, Kurtis Patterson. — Reuters

Patterson earns late
call-up for SL tests

SYDNEY: Football Federation Australia
will appoint a new women’s team coach
in two weeks following the shock sack-
ing of Alen Stajcic, the governing body’s
chief said yesterday. Stajcic, who had
coached the Matildas since 2014, was
dumped by the FFA on Saturday over
concerns about “workplace” and “play-
er welfare” issues. Calls have since
grown for more detailed explanation of
his sudden dismissal.

FFA chief David Gallop said at the
weekend he had lost faith in the 45-
year-old, but speaking to reporters
Monday did not give specific further
details. The FFA’s own newly established
Women’s Council said it was not con-
sulted or made aware of the decision.

Stajcic’s removal followed two
recent, confidential FFA surveys to
evaluate the team environment and cul-
ture, along with interviews involving
players and staff. Gallop told reporters
he had met with the Matildas playing
group twice on Monday and said he
stressed that the move to terminate
Stajcic’s contract was not just based on

the surveys but also on a “range of rea-
sons and a range of information”.

“These matters are accumulative and
there was a real view that things had
deteriorated in recent times, then it gets
to a critical point where a decision
needs to be made with preparation time
in mind and that’s why the decision was
taken,” he said.

“I think further information was
only available to us in the last week or
so. These are cumulative views that
are taken, taking into account a range
of factors.” Gallop said the players did
not call for Stajcic to be reinstated,
and added that the FFA were looking
to appoint a new coach “in approxi-
mately two weeks’ time” to allow the
squad to prepare for the Cup of
Nations tournament on home soi l
ahead of the World Cup.

The Cup of Nations will see the
Matildas take on Argentina, South
Korea and New Zealand in late
February and early March.  The
women’s World Cup takes place in
France in June and July. — AFP

History against 
England in W Indies

New Aus women’s football coach
‘in weeks’ after shock sacking

LONDON: England may be third in the
Test rankings and the West Indies eighth,
but history will be against Joe Root’s
tourists when a three-match series gets
underway in Barbados tomorrow.

Only two England sides have won Test
series in the Caribbean during the past 52
years. Below AFP Sport looks back at
those most recent England campaign tri-
umphs, which both featured members of
the Jones family-left-arm quick Jeff Jones
starring in 1968, with the Welshman’s son,
Simon, a right-arm paceman, playing in
2004.

1967/68: West Indies 0 England 1 (five-
match series)

This series went England’s way thanks
mainly to a seven-wicket win in the fourth
Test in Trinidad.

England were left to score 215 in two-
and-three quarter hours following a sport-
ing declaration by West Indies captain
Garry Sobers.

But  Eng land , wi th  capta in  Co l in
Cowdrey making 71, follow his first-
inn ings  148 , and  opener  Geof f rey
Boycott 80 not out, got the runs just in
time.

There was one more twist to come in

the fifth Test in Guyana when, with England
nine wickets down, No 11 Jeff Jones sur-
vived the last over of the match to secure a
draw that sealed the series win.

2003/04: West Indies 0 England 3
(four-match series)

England made a spectacular start to
win the first Test in Jamaica by 10 wickets
and never looked back.

Fast bowler Stephen Harmison, inflict-
ing the kind of damage associated with
legions of West Indies’ quicks, took an
extraordinary seven wickets for 12 runs in
12.3 overs as the hosts collapsed to 47 all
out in their second innings.

But after further convincing wins in
Trinidad and Barbados, they were denied
a 4-0 clean sweep in Antigua.

West Indies captain Brian Lara
regained the world record for the highest
individual Test score with an innings of
400 not out in a colossal total of 751 for
five declared.

But by batting so long on a placid pitch,
Lara reduced the time available for his
bowlers to take 20 wickets and England
captain Michael Vaughan, albeit his side
followed on, made 140 as the match ended
in a draw. —AFP


