
Diggers
struggle to
reach toddler
who fell in well
MADRID: Diggers trying to reach a
two-year-old boy who fell into a
deep well in southern Spain a week
ago saw their progress slowed by
harder rock on Sunday, though
experts still held out hope he could
still be alive. There has been no con-
tact with Julen Rosello since he fell
down the narrow shaft, some 100
meters deep, on January 13 while
playing as his parents prepared a
picnic nearby in the town of Totalan
near Malaga.

After abandoning an initial plan to
reach the boy with an angled tunnel
because of repeated collapses and
landslides, workers turned to the
possibility of drilling a vertical shaft
parallel to the well. When they reach
a depth of 60 metres, a team of eight
expert miners will be lowered down
the shaft to start digging a horizontal

tunnel to the location where they
believe the toddler is. But the new
effort slowed as diggers hit hard
granite and rescuers now expect
they will only complete the vertical
shaft “at the end of the night” if they
are able to keep working at the same
pace, engineer Angel Garcia Vidal
who is overseeing the operations,
told reporters late on Sunday. “We
continue to work intensely, nonstop,
and we hope to reach our desired
goal very soon,” he added.

‘Find him alive’ 
Rescuers used probes to explore

the bottom of the well that came
back with strands of hair matching
the child’s DNA, as well as a bag of
sweets that he was carrying when he
went missing, providing confirmation
that he is down the hole.
“Professionally we believe in what
we are doing, we believe in the pos-
sibility of finding him alive and we
are all fighting to find him alive. That
is our hope and our goal,” said the
head of the civil protection service
in the southern province of Malaga,
Rafael Galvez.

Experts told Spanish media that
there are slim chances that Julen

could still be alive, explaining that
cold weather slows a body’s metab-
olism, so it needs less energy and
can survive with abnormally low
breathing and blood flow. “The cold
has a double edge. On the one hand
it’s negative, because it can cause
multiple consequences,” Ivan
Carabano, a paediatrician at
Madrid’s Hospital 12 de Octubre,
told the El Pais daily. 

“But in this case we all hope for

its better outcome: with it you gain
time to survive because at lower
temperatures the human metabo-
lism slows and tissues are pre-
served.” There have been cases
similar to Julen’s in which a person
survived 10 days in a semi-con-
scious state that needed less oxy-
gen, the head of the Andalusian
Federation of Speleology, Jose
Antonio Berrocal, told reporters in
Totalan last week. — AFP 

DUBLIN: Northern Ireland police yesterday ques-
tioned four men over a car bomb linked to a dissident
republican group that has heightened concerns about
the risks of Brexit disrupting a hard-won peace in the
British province. The bomb detonated at 8:10 pm
(2010 GMT) on Saturday outside the courthouse in
the border city of Derry. Police have said they believe
a paramilitary group calling itself the “New IRA” was
behind the blast.

“We haven’t seen a device of this nature function
for quite a while. It ’s a high-risk tactic,” Mark
Hamilton from the Police Service of Northern Ireland
(PSNI) told BBC radio. Hamilton said the New IRA
has recently mainly been linked to vigilante incidents
and the bombing was “probably the most significant
attack in recent years”.

A 1998 peace deal largely brought an end to three
decades of sectarian bloodshed between republican
and unionist paramilitaries, as well as British armed
forces, in Northern Ireland in a period known as “the
Troubles”. Some 3,500 people were killed in the con-
flict — many at the hands of the Irish Republican Army
(IRA). Hamilton said on Sunday that the New IRA was
“determined to drag people back to somewhere they
don’t want to be”.

‘Nerves are shattered’ 
There are concerns the attack could be a sign of para-

militaries seeking to exploit the current political turbu-
lence over the status of Northern Ireland and its border
with the Republic of Ireland, caused by Brexit. “Dissident

bomb fuels fear of return to terror after Brexit”, ran a
headline on the Irish Independent yesterday.

“Incidents such as the Derry bombing remind us that
the danger of a ‘hard’ or visible border would really be
a target for these mindless yobs who want to haul us all
back to our recent dark past,” the paper said in an edi-
torial. “This danger must galvanize all our political lead-
ers to do everything they possibly can to avoid such a
possibility.” German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas,
speaking in Brussels, cited the Derry bombing as a
warning sign that Brexit must not disrupt the Northern
Ireland peace process. “I think it’s important that there
aren’t any decisions that ultimately lead to a hard bor-
der between Northern Ireland and Ireland because, as
we have seen at the weekend, nerves are shattered
there as well,” he said.

Irish Times security and crime editor Conor Lally
said police officers and politicians had been warning
Brexit could become “a rallying call for dissident
republicans”. Police received a telephone tip-off that
the device had been planted and an evacuation was
nearing completion when the explosion occurred. There
were no casualties. Two men in their 20s were arrested
in the early hours of Sunday morning. Later in the day
two other men, aged 34 and 42, were also arrested in
the city. All remain in custody, a PSNI spokesman told
AFP. The event has been condemned by political parties
across the traditional republican and unionist divide in
the province, as well as by leaders in the Republic of
Ireland. Prime Minister Leo Varadkar called it “an
appalling, reckless and cynical act of terror”. — AFP 
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DERRY: Police forensic officers inspect the aftermath of a suspected car bomb explosion. —AFP 

TOTALAN: Jose Rosello (L), father of Julen who fell down a well, cries as res-
cue efforts continue to find the boy. —AFP 

Seeking to exploit the current political turbulence

Car bomb linked to the New 
IRA rattles Northern Ireland

Germany, France sign
the Treaty of Aachen
AACHEN: Today a new treaty on Franco-German Cooperation and
Integration, will be signed by Feder-al Chancellor Merkel and
President Macron in the city of Aachen in Germany. Proof of this
friendship between France and Germany, can be seen in Kuwait: It is
the only place in the world, where the French and German Embassy
share the same floor of a high rise building. The offices are side by
side and common office spaces, like the reception, meeting rooms and
the kitchen are shared. The synergy effects are huge, the ambassa-
dors can communicate in person on a daily basis, administration is
less for each side and costs are shared.

The close cooperation between Germany and France started with
the …lysee Treaty, a treaty of friendship between France and
Germany, signed by President Charles de Gaulle and Chancellor
Konrad Adenauer on 22 January 1963 at the …lysee Palace in Paris. On
this occasion, Germany and France drew the lessons from their past
by concluding the historic Elysee Treaty, setting out a major new
course for their relationship. What for centuries had been regarded as
a traditional enmity was able to develop into Franco-German friend-
ship. The confrontation, that time and again, led to wars which
wreaked havoc on Europe, became the engine of European integra-
tion. The new “Treaty of Aachen”, that will be signed today, builds on,
but does not replace, the Elysee Treaty of 1963.

Preparing for the future together
Germany and France firmly believe that closer cooperation does

not come at the cost of national sovereignty, but instead makes coun-
tries stronger together. They will thus not only remain committed to
the success story that is European integration, but also lay the foun-
dations for the next generation to continue on this path. The Treaty
will significantly intensify cooperation with France on foreign and
security policy, topics concerning the future, culture, education and
cross-border collaboration. Germany and France aim to work even
more closely together than before in the EU and United Nations. The
priority of the Treaty of Aachen is to safeguard the future together.
As a venue for dialogue and an interface between politics, business,
research and civil society, a Franco-German forum for the future will
develop joint answers to new challenges or needs for regulations.

Focus on border regions
Integration between border regions will be a priority in the future.

The main aim is to reduce the disadvantages arising from a peripheral
location by carrying out cross-border projects. Decision-makers in
the border regions are to be given scope to go beyond the existing
possible types of cross-border cooperation. The focus will be on tan-
gibly improving people’s daily lives in border regions, such as the
work of companies and administrations, day care for children, health-
care, schools and vocational training, cross-border job placement
services and transnational infrastructure projects. The goal is to iden-
tify solutions for daily life in border regions that could point the way
forward for European integration.

German Ambassador Karlfried Bergner said:
“We are living proof that neighboring countries, that used to be at

war with each other, can overcome the past and be really close
friends. By setting this example, we are hoping to in-spire more coun-
tries at war or in conflicts with neighboring countries to choose col-
laboration and consultation over rivalry and conflict. This is of politi-
cal importance in many hotspots around the globe.”

French Ambassador Marie Masdupuy said :
“The human factor in relations between countries is of paramount

importance. In Europe, we see it with all our neighbors, but without
the closest relation we succeeded to establish between France and
Germany, it would not make sense! Here in Kuwait, the human factor
in relations between neighbors is also very well understood.” But how
can countries become friends? You have to enable and encourage the
people of both countries to come together. The “Franco-German
Youth Office”, for example, has enabled 9 million young people from
France and Germany to participate in 320,000 exchange programs
since 1963!

Today there is also a huge civil-society network between
Germany and France, for example, there are 2.220 towns and cities in
Germany who have a French partner city. People from the different
cities visit each other throughout the year. Be it choirs, sports club or
the mayor, they meet up with their counterparts and discover the oth-
er side has very much in common with them. This is where personal
Franco-German friendships are born.

Troops repel
attacks from
Boko Haram 
KANO: Nigerian soldiers have fought off Boko
Haram jihadists in separate attacks, the army
and military sources said yesterday, as clashes
persist while elections approach. The army said
troops “successfully defeated Boko Haram ter-
rorists” who tried to attack a military base in
Buni Yadi in Yobe state, northeast Nigeria, on
Sunday.

On Saturday, soldiers “inflicted devastating
man and equipment casualties” on the group in
the Baga area of Borno state, on the shores of
Lake Chad, killing five. Two Islamist fighters
were also killed in operations in the Mafa dis-
trict of Borno, it added in a series of state-
ments. The government’s record on tackling
Boko Haram is under increased scrutiny as the
country heads to the polls to elect a new presi-
dent and parliament on February 16.

President Muhammadu Buhari, a former mil-
itary ruler, was elected in 2015 on a pledge to

defeat the group, whose insurgency has killed
more than 27,000 since 2009. He has said
Boko Haram is “technically defeated” but
attacks have not stopped, and a faction backed
by the Islamic State group has increased its
strikes on military positions. Last week, six sol-
diers were killed when Boko Haram gunmen
attacked Kamuya village near the native home
of Nigeria’s army chief, Lieutenant-General
Tukur Yusuf Buratai.

Two military sources said the IS-allied fac-
tion — Islamic State West Africa Province
(ISWAP) — was behind the weekend attacks in
Baga, Kareto and Buni Yadi. The sources both
said four soldiers were killed as they repelled
the attack in Buni Yadi during “intense” fighting
that involved air strikes. Nigerian troops
returned to Baga on January 9 after a wave of
ISWAP attacks against two military bases in
late December that forced more than 30,000
civilians to flee.

Some 10,000 other people displaced by the
conflict were also forced to flee after another
attack in the remote town of Rann last week.
The movement has increased pressure on aid
agencies providing humanitarian assistance. It
has also raised questions about how elections
can be held in areas hit by fighting. — AFP 

EU sanctions Russia
military intel chief 
BRUSSELS: The European Union slapped sanc-
tions on the two most senior officers in Russian
military intelligence yesterday and identified the
two agents accused by Britain of carrying out a
chemical attack. Along with the measures against
the four GRU officers, EU member states also
imposed asset freezes and travel bans on five
Syrians linked to strongman Bashar Al-Assad’s
chemical weapons program.

The EU accused the Russians — two agents
and the head and the deputy head of the GRU —
of orchestrating the “possession, transport and
use” of the nerve agent used in Salisbury, England
last March, in a failed attempt to assassinate a
defector. The agents are accused of travelling
under the pseudonyms Alexander Petrov and
Ruslan Boshirov, but the sanctions order confirms
reports that identify them as Anatoly Chepiga and
Alexander Mishkin, both 39 years old.

These identities had previously been revealed
by the British-based Bellingcat investigative
group, which pieced together evidence from leaks
and online data trails to find two decorated GRU
field officers. Their listing was expected, but the
decision to target the GRU leadership — identi-
fied as agency chief Igor Kostyukov and his first
deputy Vladimir Alexseyev — ups the stakes in
the dispute. “This decision contributes to the EU’s
efforts to counter the proliferation and use of
chemical weapons which poses a serious threat to
international security,” a statement said, after EU
foreign ministers met.

Full details of those targeted were to be placed in
the EU Official Journal later yesterday. “I’m confi-
dent member states took the decision on a very
strong legal basis,” said EU foreign policy chief
Federica Mogherini, stressing that the measure
would “resist the tests of the courts”. British Foreign
Secretary Jeremy Hunt welcomed the decision, the
first under a new EU sanctions regime focused on
halting the use and spread of banned chemical
weapons. “Today’s new sanctions deliver on our
vow to take tough action against the reckless and
irresponsible activities of the Russian military intelli-
gence organization, the GRU,” he said. — AFP 

MAIDUGURI: Women sit outside their house at the Sajeri village on the outskirts of the Borno state
capital. — AFP 


