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BOSTON: Ice and snow cover Interstate 93 through the city during Winter Storm Harper. —AFP

BOSTON: Winter winds brought extreme cold and ice-
slicked roads to the Midwestern and Eastern United
States yesterday, with the US Martin Luther King Jr
Day holiday and an ongoing government shutdown
allowing many to heed official advice to stay indoors.
The arctic blast of frigid air has followed a January
storm that dumped more than a foot of snow and sleet
across the Northeast, which started melting Sunday.

Temperatures fell to single-digits Fahrenheit (about -
20 C) from New York City to Boston and through
northern New England and froze melting snow late on
Sunday and early Monday, said Marc Chenard at the

National Weather Service’s Weather Prediction Center
in College Park, Maryland. Winds up to 30 to 40 miles
per hour (48-64 kph) added possibly deadly wind chill. 

“This is definitely dangerous, life-and-death kind of
weather happening,” Chenard said. “Minnesota and
Wisconsin will see temperatures in the negative 20s.”
“Boston will be just 3 degrees (Fahrenheit) this morn-
ing, with wind chills of minus 12 or more,” he said.
“New York City and DC will be in that same range,
maybe hitting the teens later today. It’ll be record or
near-record cold.”

The NWS issued wind-chill advisories and warnings

for more than 10 states, from North Dakota and to East
Coast metropolitan centers. High temperatures for
Monday are forecast at 17 Fahrenheit (minus 8 Celsius)
for New York City and 12 F (minus 11 C) for Boston.
Many Americans had the day off work on Monday,
either because of the holiday or because they are
among the furloughed federal government workers who
find themselves in the longest shutdown in U.S. history,
caused by an impasse over funding U.S. President
Donald Trump’s plans to build more barriers on the
U.S.-Mexico border.

More than 6,000 flights were delayed, mostly in

New York and New England, according to
FlightAware.com, down from more than 14,000 on
Sunday. More than 500 flights were canceled early
Monday compared with more than 2,000 Sunday, the
website reported. Tuesday’s weather will be only slight-
ly warmer, Chenard said, with temperatures reaching
the low 20s Fahrenheit in the Northeast. By Wednesday,
some areas such as Boston will be in the high 30s or
low 40s. Washington D.C. temperatures might reach 50
degrees, he said. But the relatively warmer tempera-
tures won’t last. Another arctic blast is on its way in
time for next weekend. —Reuters

‘Life-and-death’ cold grips US
‘Minnesota and Wisconsin will see temperatures in the negative 20s’

China’s population 
growth slows down 
despite two-child policy
BEIJING: China’s population grew at a slower rate last year
despite the abolition of the one-child policy, official data
showed yesterday, raising fears an ageing society will pile
further pressure on an already slowing economy. China’s gov-
ernment raised the limit to two children in 2016 to rejuvenate
the world’s most populous country, which has nearly 1.4 bil-
lion people, and experts say it may remove the cap next year.
But the change does not seem to have inspired couples to
have more children, partly due to urbanization and the higher
cost of living in the world’s second biggest economy, accord-
ing to experts.

“Decades-long social and economic transformations have
prepared an entirely new generation in China, for whom mar-
riage and childbearing no longer have the importance as they
once did for their parents generation,” said Wang Feng, a soci-
ology professor at University of California, Irving. There were
15.23 million live births in 2018, a drop of two million from the
year before, data from the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS)
showed. With 9.93 million deaths, this led to a growth rate of
3.81 per thousand in 2018, a dip from 5.32 per thousand the
previous year.

Population growth is at its second-lowest since the found-
ing of the People’s Republic of China, Wang said, adding that
the lowest ever growth was in 1960, when the country was
going through a famine. Still, China’s total population rose by
5.3 million in 2018 to 1.395 billion people, retaining its title as

the world’s most populous nation. NBS commissioner Ning Jize
said population growth had peaked, but said the country still
had huge potential. “China’s labor participation rate is not con-
sidered low worldwide, more than 700 million of our 900 mil-
lion people (of working age) are employed, and there is still
room (for growth),” he said. 

Workforce decline
China’s workforce — those aged between 16 and 59 — was

897.3 million last year, a 4.7 million drop from 2017, NBS data
showed. This is the seventh consecutive year of decline, noted
He Yafu, an independent demographer based in the southern
Guangdong province. The workforce is on track to decline by
as much as 23 percent by 2050. “The low birth rate has led to a
seriously ageing population. On one hand, families are getting
smaller, reducing support for the elderly; on the other hand, the
elderly population to workforce is growing, which increases the
burden on the working population,” He said.

Signs of China’s falling population growth had emerged
when data released by some local authorities indicated a sig-
nificant drop in births last year. In Qingdao, a city in eastern
Shandong province — one of China’s most populous regions
— births between January and November decreased by 21
percent to just over 81,000 compared to the previous year.

Introduced in 1979, the one-child policy was mainly
enforced through fines but was also notorious for forced abor-
tions and sterilizations, which caused birth rates to plummet.
Exceptions were made for rural families whose first-born was a
female, and for ethnic minorities. In a draft of China’s new
sweeping Civil Code, due to be introduced in 2020, all mention
of “family planning” has been removed, suggesting that the lim-
it on family sizes could be lifted.  But the rising cost of living
has discouraged many of child-bearing age, He said, adding
that like with many countries around the world, fertility rates in
rural areas are high but less so in the cities. —AFP

Israel opens
new airport
near Red Sea 
RAMON AIRPORT: Israel inaugu-
rated a new international airport
yesterday in its desert south meant
to boost tourism to the nearby Red
Sea and serve as an emergency
alternative to Tel Aviv’s Ben-Gurion
airport. Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu attended the inaugura-
tion ceremony at the sleek, glassy
terminal, arriving on the ceremonial
first flight. “Ramon airport, this is
Arkia 683, we’re very excited,”
Netanyahu said from the cockpit on
arrival in an exchange with the tow-
er relayed over loudspeakers.
Initially Ramon Airport will handle
only domestic flights, operated by
Israeli carriers Arkia and Israir.  A
date has not yet been given for the
start of international flights.

The new airport, named after Ilan
Ramon, Israel’s first astronaut who
died in the crash of the space shuttle
Columbia, will in future host jumbo

jets from around the globe. Its web-
site says that it will be able to initial-
ly handle up to two million passen-
gers annually, but will be able to
expand to a capacity of 4.2 million
by 2030. It says that it has a 3,600-
metre-long runway and apron park-
ing space for nine “large and wide-
body aircraft”. It also has freight-
handling facilities.

Anti-missile fence 
It will also replace Eilat’s small

municipal airfield, where for decades
arriving aircraft have swooped past
hotel towers. Construction costs for
the new airport have been put at 1.7
billion shekels ($455 million, 395 mil-
lion euros). Work began in 2013 but
original specifications for the project
were revised to allow for upgrades.

The Israel Airports Authority
(IAA) has said that the plans for
the Ramon project were revised in
light of lessons learned during the
2014 Gaza war. “In an emergency,
not only will Israel’s entire passen-
ger air fleet be able to land and
park there, but also additional air-
craft,” the IAA says. After a rocket
fired by Hamas militants in Gaza hit
near the perimeter of Ben Gurion

airport in 2014, international carri-
ers suspended flights.

Jordan slams move 
Jordan hit out at Israel’s move to

open a new international airport
along their shared border close to
the Red Sea, saying it would threat-
en the kingdom’s airspace. “Jordan
rejects the establishment of the
Israeli airport in its current location,”
head of Jordan’s Civil Aviation
Regulatory Commission Haitham
Misto said, according to state media.

Misto said the airport violated
“international standards regarding
respect for the sovereignty of air-
space and territory of other coun-
tries”. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu attended the opening
ceremony earlier in the day of the
Ramon Airport, meant to boost
tourism in the Jewish state and serve
as an emergency alternative to Tel
Aviv’s Ben-Gurion airport. Initially,
the sleek new terminal will handle
only domestic flights operated by
Israeli carriers. A date has not yet
been set for the start of international
flights. Jordan first voiced its objec-
tion to the new Israeli airport when
construction began in 2013.  —AFP


