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Kuwait, Germany eye
closer investment
cooperation
BERLIN: Germany’s Federal Minister of Transport and
Digital Infrastructure Andreas Scheuer expressed yes-
terday his country’s desire to enhance cooperation
prospects with Kuwait in commerce, industry, and
technology. The German top official made his remarks
during his meeting with Kuwaiti Ambassador to
Germany Najeeb Al-Bader in Berlin, noting there is
currently a steady growth in the German-Kuwaiti
cooperation.

Meanwhile, Bader said that he expressed to Scheuer
his country’s aspiration for bigger German investments
in the Kuwaiti market, adding that German companies
could take advantage of the privileges and facilitations
the country provides for foreign investors. The meeting
also discussed ways to benefit from the German tech-
nology in Kuwait, as well as hopes that Germany con-
tributes and takes part in the ‘New Kuwait Vision 2030’
through its pioneering companies in the Kuwaiti market,
he said. It also addressed ways to expand investment
opportunities between the two countries, in addition to
bilateral cooperation in transportation and tourism, the
Kuwaiti diplomat said, adding talks also focused on
boosting cooperation in tourism due to the increased
flock of Kuwaiti travelers to Germany recently.

In 2018, over 60,000 Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti tourists
were granted visas to visit Germany, Bader noted, adding
such a significant figure reflects Germany’s popularity as a
favorite tourist destination. Furthermore, Germany is an
important strategic partner to Kuwait, especially since the
GCC-member state has recently topped the charts in total
investments inside the EU-member country, proving the
two countries’ desire to deepen their commercial and
investment ties, he noted. — KUNA

Complying with UN’s anti-corruption agreement to achieve sustainable development

Kuwait to implement five-year, first
of its kind anti-corruption strategy

KUWAIT: Minister of Justice Fahad Al-Afasi briefed the
cabinet yesterday about a five-year anti-corruption strat-
egy based on rule of law and complete transparency. Afasi,
also Minister of State for National Assembly Affairs, said
the 2019-2024 strategy, the first of its kind in Kuwait,
includes four major objectives divided into 13 priorities
which were distributed over 47 initiatives. The strategy,
honoring the ‘New Kuwait 2035’ vision, aimed at comply-
ing with UN’s anti-corruption agreement in order to
achieve best sustainable development indicators, a gov-
ernment statement said. His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, who chaired
the cabinet meeting, assigned all government departments
to implement the strategy.

Meanwhile, the cabinet assigned Ministry of
Information to launch a campaign aimed at shedding light
on history of Kuwait’s flag and how to respect the flag as a
national symbol. They said all government departments
should hoist Kuwait flag on their buildings and replace the
damaged flags, as well as instructing public and private
schools to raise the flag and conduct the morning flag cer-
emonies. The cabinet also assigned Ministry of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs to study a five-year strategy for the estab-
lishment of centers for the memorization of Holy Quran
nationwide.

State budget
The government executives approved the 2019-2020

state budget which included KD 22.5 billion expenditures
and $16.4 billion revenues. On the other hand, Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled

Al-Hamad Al-Sabah briefed the cabinet about his partici-
pation in the Arab Economic and Social Development
Summit in Beirut, Lebanon, as a representative of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. He talked about His Highness the Amir’s initiative to
launch a $200 million fund to support technology and dig-
ital economy, and that Kuwait pledged $50 million to the
fund, which would be managed by Kuwait-based Arab

Fund for Economic and Social Development. The cabinet
expressed gratitude for His Highness the Amir for his ini-
tiative. The cabinet, meanwhile, assigned Minister of

Information and Minister of State for Youth to supervise
Kuwait Anti-Doping Agency, and approved an air trans-
port agreement with Canada. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the cabinet’s
meeting yesterday. — KUNA
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Fire directorate
begins inspecting
high-rise buildings
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The prevention sector at Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate (KFSD) began an inspection campaign of
high-rise buildings to make sure they meet prevention
conditions, in the presence of Deputy Director General
for Prevention Sector Maj Gen Khalid Abdullah Fahd,
who personally supervised the campaign. Major Gen
Khaled Abdullah said the choice of buildings that are
over 150 m tall was to make sure they are safe and meet
fire conditions. “We were keen on starting the campaign
by inspecting the third highest building in Kuwait - KIP-
CO tower - which is 270 meters high and contains all
prevention requirements,” he said.

Kuwait fund inks
KD 9 million loan
deal with China
BEIJING: The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) signed a KD 9 million (about $30.6
million) loan agreement with the People’s Republic of
China worth to finance the expansion of the Guiyang II
People’s Hospital. The total cost of the project from the
reserves of quantities, prices, taxes and interest during
implementation is estimated at KD 28 million (about $92
million), the fund said in a press release yesterday.

The loan will cover about 32 percent of the total project
costs, while the Guiyang People’s Government will cover
the rest of its costs, it said. It said the project aims to con-
tribute to covering the increasing demand for medical
services, especially for neurological diseases in Guizhou
Province and neighboring provinces, through the imple-
mentation of the expansion of the Guiyang II People’s
Hospital.

The project will contribute to supporting social devel-
opment both in Guiyang Municipality and in the Guizhou
Province and in neighboring regions in general. The agree-
ment was signed on behalf of the Kuwaiti side by KFAED’s
deputy Director General Ghanim Al-Ghunaiman and on

behalf of the Chinese side by Deputy Director General of
the International Cooperation in the Finance Ministry

Wang Jong Jing. Kuwaiti Ambassador to China Sameh
Johar Hayat attended the signing ceremony. — KUNA

BEIJING: Kuwaiti and Chinese officials celebrate signing the agreement. — KUNA

Deputy FM meets
UNICEF Palestine Rep
KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah held
talks yesterday with the United Nations International
Children’s Emergency Fund’s (UNICEF) Special
Representative in the State of Palestine Genevieve Boutin.
The discussions, held in the presence of a number of Kuwaiti
diplomats, revolved around UNICEF’s efforts to provide
urgent healthcare aid to Palestinian children. — KUNA

68 percent
Kuwaitis shop
online: Study
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Over 68 percent of Kuwaitis prefer shopping
online, which has become a necessity after it used to be
just an option for shoppers, according to a recent academ-
ic study. The study, conducted by Kuwait College of
Science and Technology (KCST) administration professor
Randa Deyab on online shopping habits amongst local
consumers, relied on a questionnaire answered by
Kuwaitis, which showed that over 90 percent of them have
Instagram accounts, 63 percent have Twitter accounts and
58 percent use online shopping apps instead of visiting
websites. 

The study also showed that 52 percent of the products
and services purchased online are repeated five times a
month, and that over 60 percent of the shoppers prefer
purchasing garments and shoes online. The study also
showed that cosmetics are the fewest items bought online.
Deyab noted that being regional leaders of creativity and
risk management, Kuwaiti entrepreneurs have full ability to
satisfy consumers, which is a major success factor. She
added that to satisfy consumers, it is very important to
study their habits and trends to create a healthy economy. 

Deyab also stressed that Kuwaiti consumers are the
largest spenders both locally and internationally, as Kuwait
has a high per capita income and GDP with the highest liv-
ing standards in the region. Moreover, Deyab said tradi-
tional stores need to keep up with the new shopping
trends, especially since Kuwaiti consumers are slowly and
steadily refraining from traditional shopping methods and
tend more to shop online. 

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah
meets with the UNICEF’s Special Representative in the
State of Palestine Genevieve Boutin. — KUNA KUWAIT: Kuwait Autism Center announced launching its training courses for teachers and trainers working at special needs schools for the 2018/2019 academic year.

BERLIN: Germany’s Federal Minister of Transport and
Digital Infrastructure Andreas Scheuer meets with Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Germany Najeeb Al-Bader. — KUNA


