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JEDDAH: Cristiano Ronaldo scored
the only goal to hand Juventus their
first trophy of the season with a 1-0
win over ten-man AC Milan in the
Italian Super Cup on Wednesday in
Saudi Arabia. Ronaldo — signed by
the Italian giants last year from Real
Madrid as they target a first Champi-
ons League title since 1996 — headed
in a 61st-minute winner.

AC Milan played the last quarter of
an hour a man down after Ivorian
midfielder Franck Kessie saw red for
a bad tackle on Emre Can. “I have my
first title with Juventus so I’m happy,”
said the Portuguese star who now has
28 trophies including five Champions
League and league titles from Eng-
land and Spain, and a European
Championship with Portugal. “I really
wanted this, to get off to a good start
in 2019. “This is only the start, we’ll
take it one step at a time. We’ve got
this cup, now we must keep working
hard to achieve the next trophy,”
warned Ronaldo.

The match had been overshad-
owed by controversy with calls for it
to be relocated over human rights is-
sues in Saudi Arabia with women only
allowed to attend the game if they
were accompanied by a man. Italian
football league president Gaetano

Micciche hailed the match as a suc-
cess, with reports there were up to
15,000 women among the 62,000
crowd in the stadium. “It was a won-
derful evening, a festival of sport in a
full stadium,” said Micciche. “I hope
that it’s the starting point for social
evolution in this country.”

Feeling the heat
On the pitch the players suffered in

the heat with temperatures hitting 25
degrees Celsius amid freezing condi-
tions in northern Italy. In the end Juven-
tus came away with a record eighth
Super Cup title, one more than AC
Milan who have won seven. “It was
very hot and the important thing was to
win,” said coach Massimiliano Allegri
who won the trophy for the second
time, having lost to AC Milan in 2016
and Lazio last year.

“Ronaldo? We always say the
same thing... that’s why we signed him.
He is decisive and scores big goals,
but the whole team put in a good per-
formance.” AC Milan forward Gonzalo
Higuain only played the final 20 min-
utes against his parent club, ahead of
a touted move to Chelsea, having
moved away from Turin to make way
for Ronaldo last summer.  Coach Gen-
naro Gattuso said the Argentine was

suffering from a fever and missed the
team photo because they were afraid
he would infect other players.

“It might seem like a joke, but it’s
true. Higuain wasn’t in the picture
when the Saudi Prince came to visit

because I was afraid the virus
would spread among the other
players, so that was my decision.
“He had a fever last night, we did
everything to get him better, but he
didn’t play much, so I preferred a

fresher player.” Milan’s best shot on
goal was a Patrick Cutrone effort
after the break with their hopes
dwindling after Kessie’s sending off.
“We had to climb a mountain and
we tried,” said Gattuso. — AFP 

Ronaldo seals Italian Super Cup 
for Juventus in controversial win 

‘Mad Marko’:
Eye-catching 
addition to 
Chinese football
LONDON: Marko Arnautovic might not have
the superstar status of China’s biggest football
imports, but the volatile West Ham striker will
provide goals and drama in equal measure if
he completes his proposed move. Arnautovic
was the subject of a reported £35 million ($44
million) offer from an unnamed Chinese Super
League club last week.

Although the Hammers declared the Aus-
tria international was not for sale, the player’s
agent and brother Danijel Arnautovic said his
client had a “great desire that West Ham ac-
cept the offer from China”. Shanghai SIPG are
the side said to be interested and have report-
edly offered Arnautovic a wage packet of
£200,000 per week over a four-year deal.
Despite the transfer speculation, the 29-year-
old started for West Ham in their 1-0 win
against Arsenal tomorrow. When he was taken
off in the 71st minute, Arnautovic clapped and
waved to West Ham’s fans in a gesture that
was interpreted as a farewell.

If Arnautovic does get his wish to cash in
on the lucrative offer, Chinese fans should

prepare themselves for an entertaining show
from one of the Premier League’s most color-
ful characters. He does not have the global
profile of Brazilians Oscar, Hulk, Alexandre
Pato and Ramires, who have all made big-
money moves to China in recent years. But Ar-
nautovic, labeled ‘Mad Marko’ for his
explosive antics, brings quite the reputation.

‘Keep my mouth shut’ 
While in Italy, Arnautovic borrowed team-

mate Samuel Eto’o’s Bentley and it was stolen
while in his possession. “I drove it for two
weeks to check whether I liked it. I was at a
restaurant with friends when it was stolen.
This incident affected me so badly I was un-
able to train,” Arnautovic said at the time. He
has also cycled into a golf cart, tore a knee lig-
ament while playing with his dog and report-
edly insulted a Vienna policeman by saying;
“Shut up, I earn so much I can buy your life”.
While playing for Werder Bremen, he was
suspended after he was pulled over in his
sports car by police for speeding in the early
hours of the morning before a match.

He had already got off to a bad start by
turning up to training with ‘Champions
League winner 2010’ printed on his boots,
even though he was left out of the Inter squad
for the final. Arnautovic vowed to turn over a
new leaf after the birth of his baby daughter,
just before his £2 million transfer to Stoke in
2013. “I must keep myself under control. I have
a big responsibility as a father. That helps me
to be more sensible,” he said. — AFP

Atletico crash out 
of Copa but Real 
sneak through
MADRID: Antoine Griezmann scored one and
set up another but could not prevent Atletico
Madrid tumbling out of the Copa del Rey on
Wednesday as Girona progressed on away goals
after a thrilling 3-3 draw. Real Madrid and Sevilla
each avoided upsets, their first-leg victories
proving enough despite losses to Leganes and
Athletic Bilbao respectively. 

Defeat for Real, however, means they have now
won only two of their five matches this year while
Santiago Solari’s frosty relationship with Isco
shows no signs of improvement. Isco started, but
struggled, and was replaced in the 68th minute.
For Atletico, Griezmann came off the bench in the
second half and turned the tie in their favor, teeing
up Angel Correa and then scoring himself to give
his team a 3-2 lead at a rocking Wanda Metro-
politano. But Girona pulled out one more surprise
to go through to the quarter-finals as Seydou
Doumbia’s shot found the corner in the 88th
minute, snatching a 4-4 draw on aggregate after
last week’s first leg finished 1-1. 

Griezmann had scored then too, and in be-
tween against Levante on Saturday. This was his
eighth goal in as many matches. “We thought we
could leave Griezmann on the bench and only
throw him on in the second half to do what he
did, score the goal for 3-2,” Atletico coach Diego

Simeone said. “I didn’t take into account Girona
scoring again.”

A sumptuous volley from Valery Fernandez
and Cristhian Stuani’s header had put Girona in
charge after Nikola Kalinic had given Atletico an
early lead. Perhaps Simeone had one eye on the
Champions League tie against Juventus next
month, not to mention his side’s title challenge,
which sees them five points behind Barcelona
and the Catalans’ closest challengers in La Liga.
But it is now six seasons since Atletico last
reached the final of Spain’s most prestigious cup
competition, which still represented their most
likely source of a trophy this term. 

They had looked set for a comfortable night
when Kalinic was allowed to drift in behind
Girona’s dozing defense in the 12th minute, let
the ball bounce and drive in on the half-volley.
Instead, Girona levelled thanks to a superb vol-
ley from Valery. The cross was flicked to the back
post, where Valery cushioned the ball with his
chest, before hammering it into the far corner.
Saul Niguez hobbled off, replaced by Rodrigo,
and Girona pulled ahead. Atletico were too gen-
erous in giving Stuani space at a free-kick and
he nodded in Aleix Garcia’s cross with ease. The
ball had hit the net in the 59th minute and in the
61st, Griezmann entered the field. In the 65th, he
set up a goal, Kalinic letting his team-mate’s pass
run but doing enough to distract Girona’s de-
fense. Correa nipped in and finished. 

Madrid were beaten 1-0 by Leganes, Martin
Braithwaite giving hope to the hosts, who failed
to take a number of chances to launch an unlikely
comeback. Real had won the first leg 3-0. “We
got through but the performance was weak,”
Solari said.  — AFP

JEDDAH: Juventus’ Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo (C) and teammates celebrate their Supercoppa
Italiana final win against AC Milan at the King Abdullah Sports City Stadium. — AFP 


