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LONDON: Stuart Law believes disgraced
Australia stars Steve Smith and David
Warner will have a better idea of “what life
is all about” after playing club cricket as he
called for their return to international duty
as soon they complete year-long bans. Aus-
tralia captain Smith and Warner, his deputy,
were both given 12-month suspensions from
state and international fixtures by Cricket
Australia for their roles in a ball-tampering
scandal during a Test match in South Africa
in March last year.

Australia have since slipped to fifth in the
world Test rankings and, in the absence of
world-class batsmen Smith and Warner, re-
cently suffered a first home series defeat by
India. But the CA bans did not include club
games, with Smith playing for Sutherland
against a Randwick-Petersham side featuring
Warner in a Sydney grade match in Septem-
ber. “Australia definitely have got the talent, I
think we’ve just lost track of what’s impor-
tant,” said former Australia batsman Law, the
new coach of Middlesex.  “When I first
started playing grade cricket in Brisbane, as a
15-year-old (I was) sharing a dressing room

with (Australia batsmen) Allan Border, Greg
Ritchie, Kepler Wessels — that doesn’t hap-
pen much anymore, the Test players don’t re-
ally play club cricket. 

“Once they are away from international
duties, they are wrapped up in cotton wool
and put away.  “But kids coming through learn
from guys who’ve done it before. I think
David Warner and Steve Smith playing club
cricket this (Australian) summer has not only
given them an idea of what life is really about,
but it’s also helping the young kids they have
been playing with now to improve,” he added.
“They are still very much looked up to in Aus-
tralia as cricketers and they are two very fine
players,” insisted Law, who played one Test
and 54 one-day internationals while averag-
ing over 50 in first-class cricket.

‘Australia could do worse’ 
“Australia could do worse than get them

straight back in.” Law, who has joined Mid-
dlesex on a four-year deal, stood down as the
West Indies head coach in September, having
previously been in charge of both Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh. He would like West Indies

batsman Shai Hope to follow such Caribbean
greats as Hampshire’s Gordon Greenidge and
Malcolm Marshall and Somerset’s Vivian
Richards and Joel Garner, in playing county
cricket. But Law, who enjoyed successful
county stints as a player with both Essex and
Lancashire, said adding the 2019 World Cup
in England to an already congested interna-
tional schedule made it even more difficult to
bring top overseas players into the English
domestic game. “Shai Hope would be one I
would target, not only because he’s a cham-
pion young man, but he can play the game
and he wants to live and breathe cricket. But
he is going to be caught up in the World Cup.”  

While Law was excited both by being
based at the “best ground in the world” and
the challenge of getting Middlesex pro-
moted to the First Division of the County
Championship, a major part of the appeal of
his new job was living in the same country
as his wife and teenage son. “This Christmas
was the first time I spent time with my wife
and my son, on a 10-day period without any
interruptions for the first time in 10 years,”
explained Law. — AFP 

Law hopes Smith and Warner’s club
calls set Australia example

PORT ELIZABETH: Pakistan will seek a change
of fortune when they play South Africa in the
first of five one-day internationals at St George’s
Park tomorrow. The tourists were mauled in a re-
cent Test series, with none of the three matches
going beyond lunch on the fourth day, but have
reason to be optimistic in the 50-overs game
where fast short-pitched bowling will likely not
be a decisive factor.

For both teams, the series is an important
step towards the Cricket World Cup in England
and Wales later this year. “We’re certainly a far
better white-ball team than we are a Test unit at
the minute,” said Pakistan coach Mickey Arthur
after the third Test on Monday. That seems a
reasonable assessment as Pakistan have shown
their ability in one-day cricket, notably when
they won the Champions Trophy in England in
2017. Since the start of that tournament, during
which they beat South Africa in a rain-shortened
match, they have compiled a 17-10 winning
record.

Pakistan’s batting will be strengthened by the
inclusion of Mohammad Hafeez, who retired
from Test cricket at the end of last year, and
Shoaib Malik, while they have a capable attack
in which spinners Shadab Khan and Imad Wasim
could play key roles. Fakhar Zaman, the aggres-
sive left-handed opening batsman, was exposed
against the short ball in the Tests, being dropped
after scoring only 32 runs in four innings, but has
hit 1275 runs at an average of 57.95 in one-day
internationals, scored at close to a run a ball.

South Africa have based their World Cup
plans on picking four specialist bowlers but have
yet to settle on a batting all-rounder to fill the
crucial number seven position. They announced
a squad for the first two matches only. Since the
squad was announced, it was decided to rest
wicketkeeper-batsman Quinton de Kock and
fast bowler Dale Steyn.

The changes provide opening batsman Aiden
Markram with another opportunity to shine in a
format in which he has yet to assert himself,
while fast bowler Duanne Olivier was rewarded
for his man of the series performances in the
Tests with a first one-day call-up. Port Elizabeth
usually has one of the slowest pitches in South
Africa, which should suit the tourists. In their
most recent appearance at the ground, in No-
vember 2013, they clinched their only one-day
series win in South Africa.

Squads
South Africa: Faf du Plessis (capt), Hashim

Amla, Reeza Hendricks, Imran Tahir, Heinrich
Klaasen (wkt), Aiden Markram, David Miller,
Duanne Olivier, Dane Paterson, Andile Phehluk-
wayo, Dwaine Pretorius, Kagiso Rabada, Tabraiz
Shamsi, Rassie van der Dussen Pakistan: Sarfraz
Ahmed (capt, wkt), Babar Azam, Faheem Ashraf,
Fakhar Zaman, Hasan Ali, Hussain Talat, Imad
Wasim, Imam-ul-Haq, Mohammad Amir, Mo-
hammad Hafeez, Mohammad Rizwan (wkt),
Shadab Khan, Shaheen Afridi, Shan Masood,
Shoaib Malik, Usman Khan —AFP 

Pakistan seeking a change of 
fortune against South Africa

JOHANNESBURG: Pakistan batsman Imam-Ul-Haq avoids a bounce during the third day of the
third Cricket Test match between South Africa and Pakistan at Wanderers cricket stadium in Jo-
hannesburg on January 13, 2019. — AFP 

WELLINGTON: New Zealand have assembled their
strongest possible line up for the one-day series against India
starting next week in what will be their toughest workout
ahead of the World Cup. Tom Latham and Colin de Grand-
homme, who were rested during the 3-0 sweep against Sri
Lanka, were named Thursday in a 14-man squad for the first
three games of the five-match series which starts next
Wednesday. 

Captain Kane Williamson and bowling spearhead Trent
Boult, who sat out the Twenty20 against Sri Lanka last Friday,
are back in the squad as is Mitchell Santner who made the
Twenty20 after being sidelined by injury for 10 months. India
and New Zealand are ranked second and third in the world,
and coach Gary Stead said the composition of the squad re-
flected World Cup planning while also giving themselves the
best possible chance of winning the series against Virat Kohli’s
tourists.

“Our two main priorities have been to select and prepare
a squad capable of winning what is shaping as a massive series
against India, and gathering as much information as possible
ahead of the World Cup,” Stead said. “Tom and Colin are ex-
perienced players in this format and will offer quality in their
respective roles.”  New Zealand squad: Kane Williamson
(capt), Trent Boult, Doug Bracewell, Colin de Grandhomme,
Lockie Ferguson, Martin Guptill, Matt Henry, Tom Latham,
Colin Munro, Henry Nicholls, Mitchell Santner, Ish Sodhi, Tim
Southee, Ross Taylor. 

New Zealand bring 
back heavyweights 
for India series


