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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan swears in a new chief jus-
tice today, opening the next chapter for the
Supreme Court which has made a name for an ex-
pansive agenda that has ranged from ousting a
prime minister to pressing authorities to improve
the public water supply. Outgoing Chief Justice
Saqib Nisar cultivated a high profile, launching
multiple inquiries aimed at reforming public insti-
tutions and going after political leaders, attracting
both praise for cracking down on abuse and crit-
icism that he was exceeding the court’s role.

His successor, Supreme Court judge Asif
Saeed Khosa, has a taste for literary quotation
but is otherwise considered a more classical
judge, preferring to stay out of the limelight. “I
think Justice Khosa’s tenure will be substantially
different,” said Saroop Ijaz, a lawyer for Human
Rights Watch, who has been critical of Nisar’s
activist court. In one of its best-known judg-
ments, the Supreme Court removed three-time
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif from office in July
2017 and ordered a corruption probe into his
assets that led to Sharif being given a seven-year
jail term in December.

The court enraged hardline Islamists last year
by overturning the conviction of Asia Bibi, a
Christian woman condemned to death for blas-
phemy against Islam. But it has also used so-
called “suo motu” provisions in Pakistani law that
allow the court to open cases on its own initiative

to set its stamp on wide swaths of public life and
denounce the failure of public institutions.

It has ordered inquiries into issues ranging
from payments to farmers by powerful sugar
mills to milk prices, city water supplies and cor-
ruption allegations against managers of the rail-
ways and national airline PIA. However the
outgoing chief justice’s activism did little to drain
the backlog of more than 40,000 cases at the
Supreme Court and a staggering 1.9 million
combined cases pending in other courts.

“It’s a highly problematic period at multiple
levels,” said legal scholar Osama Siddique, an
Associate Fellow at the Institute for Develop-
ment and Economic Alternatives in Lahore. “Jus-
tice Saqib Nisar’s entire emphasis was on other
institutions and how they should improve their
governance but he did not do anything to im-
prove the governance and internal administra-
tion of the judiciary.”

Cautionary tale
Nisar’s high media profile has drawn parallels

with Iftikhar Chaudhry, a chief justice who initially
won plaudits for helping oust military dictator
Pervez Musharraf in 2008, but was later criticized
for overstepping his constitutional remit. “Saqib
Nisar’s tenure was in many ways a cautionary tale
in unfettered judicial overreach,” said Ijaz. “It was
unprecedented in the extent of its activism and

disregard of formal legal procedures.” Nisar
himself has said his suo motu cases and frequent
public appearances to inspect development
projects and facilities such as schools and hos-
pitals were aimed at protecting the poor. Allies

of Sharif say his assertiveness served the inter-
ests of Pakistan’s powerful military and hinted
at a return to the past, when they say judges cut
politicians down to size at the behest of the
generals.  —Reuters

Incoming Pakistan Chief Justice 
opens new era for powerful court

Chief Justice Khosa to reform Pakistan’s sluggish judiciary

SYDNEY: An Israeli student has been killed in a late-night attack in Aus-
tralia while she was speaking on the phone with her sister, police said yes-
terday. Police appealed to the public for help tracking down the killer of
21-year-old Aiia Maasarwe, whose body was found early Wednesday near
the campus of the Melbourne university where she was studying. “This
was an horrendous, horrific attack inflicted on a completely innocent young
woman who was a visitor to our city,” Detective Inspector Andrew Stam-
per told reporters in Melbourne yesterday.

Maasarwe, who was reportedly five months into a year-long exchange
at Melbourne’s LaTrobe University, was riding a tram home from a comedy
club to the suburb of Bundoora before she was met by her attacker around
midnight. She was talking on the phone with her sister, who was overseas
and raised the alarm after something went awry mid-conversation, police
said. “(Her sister) heard the sound of the phone falling to the ground and
heard some voices,” Stamper said. Her body was found Wednesday morn-
ing by passers-by at 7 am about 50 meters from the stop where she exited
the tram.

Stamper said the report from her sister came in at about the same time.
Police would not confirm reports they were investigating a sexual assault
but said known sex offenders are an “active line of enquiry”. Officers re-
trieved a black baseball cap and a grey t-shirt they believe were worn by
the perpetrator from the crime scene, which they described as “very dis-
tressing”.  The victim’s family, who are on their way to Australia, described
Maasarwe as “happy”, “adventurous” and “smart”. —AFP
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ISLAMABAD: A policeman walks past the Supreme Court building in Islamabad,
Pakistan. —Reuters

Venezuelan court 
jails rogue agents 
over detained 
parliament president
CARACAS: A dozen intelligence service agents were sent
to prison by a Venezuelan court Wednesday over the brief
detention of parliamentary president Juan Guaido, a judicial
source said. The Caracas court remanded the agents in pre-
trial detention after they were accused of “abuse of func-
tions, illegitimate deprivation of liberty and association to
commit a crime.” Guaido was heading to a political rally

outside the Venezuelan capital on Sunday when his car was
stopped on a highway and he was briefly detained by the
SEBIN agents. President Nicolas Maduro’s government de-
nied any knowledge of the operation and initially claimed
that four agents involved had been dismissed. Maduro
branded the whole incident a “media circus” and accused
the agents of conspiring with Venezuela’s opposition.
Guaido, meanwhile, responded by mocking Maduro and
questioning his control over the state’s security agencies.

“So Maduro no longer controls the armed forces be-
cause the chain of command was broken,” said Guaido.
“Who is commanding the regime now? If they’re already
admitting that they don’t control the state’s security agen-
cies, there’s a serious problem at Miraflores,” he added, re-
ferring to the presidential palace. Guaido has been trying
to attract support from the military as he leads the opposi-
tion bid to remove Maduro from power and set up a tran-
sitional government. — AFP

Family of Canadian 
kidnapped at Burkina 
mine ‘hopeful’
OUAGADOUGOU: A Canadian has been kidnapped by
armed militants from a gold mine in eastern Burkina Faso,
a region battling a rise in extremist violence and lawless-
ness, a senior government official said. Geologist Kirk
Woodman is the vice president of Canadian company
Progress Minerals, mining sources told AFP, which owns
the mine in volatile Yagha province near the borders with
Niger and Mali.

“The agents who were working were attacked by about
ten armed men who rounded up the staff. They took the
expat with them,” the Burkina’s security minister Clement
Sawadogo said Wednesday, adding that Progress Minerals
was exploring at the gold site.  The raid happened on Tues-
day evening, he added. “We have faith and trust in Canadian
authorities to bring our husband and father home safe. We
are hopeful for a fast resolution to the situation,” Wood-
man’s family said in a statement. 

Canada currently has 250 soldiers and eight army heli-
copters deployed in neighboring Mali as part of a UN
peacekeeping mission. Kidnappings have increased in the
impoverished Sahel state, which has been battling a rising
wave of jihadist attacks over the last three years. Earlier this
month a Canadian woman taking part in a humanitarian aid
program was reported missing after travelling in the West
African country with an Italian friend. —AFP


