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WASHINGTON: Four weeks into the US gov-
ernment shutdown, cash-strapped federal work-
ers are tapping life savings, selling possessions
and turning to soup kitchens to make ends meet-
ramping up pressure Wednesday for leaders in
Washington to strike a deal. Communities from
Washington to Kodiak, Alaska are feeling in-
creasing pain, with the cutoff of paychecks to
families snowballing to hit stores and businesses
dependent on their spending.

Volunteer groups are collecting food to hand
out, towns are organizing job fairs, and banks
and telecommunications firms have loosened
rules on payments, all to cushion the hardship.
In Washington, celebrated chef Jose Andres
launched a “ChefsforFeds” program with a new
“food kitchen” offering free meals to hard-hit
workers on Pennsylvania Avenue-halfway be-
tween the White House and Congress.

In Pennsylvania, West Virginia and other
states, furloughed federal workers were getting
advice on applying for unemployment benefits.
And in Middletown, New York, Pets Alive, an an-
imal shelter, announced free dog and cat food
for the pets of families hit by the shutdown. “We
will provide 1 bag of food per family, Need proof
of fed employment,” they announced.

No sign of compromise    
By afternoon Wednesday, there was no sign

of a breakthrough in the faceoff between Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Democrats in Congress,
which led to the partial shutdown of the govern-
ment on December 22. More than 800,000 fed-
eral workers didn’t get paid last week, pain

shared by several million more contractors who
also have been idled by the shutdown-many of
them low-paid service workers who live pay-
check to paycheck.

Trump insists he won’t agree to open the
government until Congress signs off on his de-
mand for $5.7 billion to build a border wall,
which he argues is needed to prevent illegal im-
migration. “It is becoming more and more obvi-
ous that the Radical Democrats are a Party of
open borders and crime. They want nothing to
do with the major humanitarian Crisis on our
Southern Border,” Trump tweeted Wednesday.
“He is just sticking to his position and won’t
budge,” said Senate Democratic leader Chuck
Schumer.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, the top Demo-
crat in Congress, meanwhile pressed Trump to
postpone his January 29 State of the Union ad-
dress until after the government opens, citing se-
curity concerns arising from the shutdown.
Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen-
who oversees a department where many staff,
including airport screeners and the Coast Guard,
are working without pay  — retorted that secu-
rity personnel “are fully prepared to support and
secure” the annual address.

Unpaid bills, battered economy    
Furloughed government workers gathered at

the congressional office of Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell Wednesday to pres-
sure him to help get the government back to
work. Even the Trump administration admits that
the shutdown is damaging to the economy and

people’s lives. The White House Council of Eco-
nomic Advisors says quarterly economic growth
will lose 0.13 percentage points for every week
the government remains partially closed.

The worst-hit area is Washington DC, but
federal workers are spread across the country. In
Kodiak, Alaska, for example, hundreds of Coast
Guard workers haven’t been paid for weeks, but

still have to work. Local shops are hurting be-
cause they have less to spend. “Many of the em-
ployees of the Coast Guard are below the poverty
line ... I know that they’re frustrated. They’re sad.
They’re angry. They’re still on duty,” said retired
Rear Admiral Cari Thomas, chief executive of
Coast Guard Mutual Assistance, a non-profit set
up to help Coast Guard families. —AFP
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Federal workers turn to soup kitchens to make ends meet 

Trump to visit
Pentagon 
to unveil missile 
defense review
WASHINGTON: US President Donald
Trump is due to visit the Pentagon yester-
day to unveil a comprehensive review of
America’s anti-missile systems, officials
said. Trump in 2017 ordered an analysis of
US missile defense technologies and how
they should be adapted to keep up with
changing threats. In an executive summary
of the review provided to Pentagon re-
porters, the Missile Defense Agency
(MDA) highlighted areas of concern.

Top among these is the push by China
and Russia to develop hypersonic missiles.
These weapons fly at many times the
speed of sound and can change direction,
instead of following a ballistic arc, making
them much harder to intercept.  The Pen-
tagon is looking at ways to enhance its

ability to track hypersonic missiles, prima-
rily by using existing sensors that are de-
ployed in space.

The MDA also said it would conduct a
study to assess the feasibility of creating a
space-based interceptor system, in which
an orbiting craft of some sort would be
equipped with missiles that could destroy
an incoming warhead while it was in space.
Another focus for the MDA will be devel-
oping ways to knock out a ballistic missile
immediately after it has launched.

Currently, anti-missile technologies
focus on intercepting warheads while they
are flying through space. By attacking the
missiles while they are in their “boost
phase” soon after launch, the MDA could
add a layer of defense for America and its
allies.  One way of doing this would be by
adding a new type of missile to F-35
stealth fighters patrolling near a suspected
launch site, such as in a hypothetical con-
flict with North Korea, the MDA said.

The MDA is also looking at ways of
boosting its “directed energy”-or laser-
capabilities to take out ballistic missiles.
The review was due to be released last
year, but its publication saw repeated
delays. — AFP 

Shooting victim 
takes aim at 
US gun violence
BALTIMORE: At age 17, Joseph Sakran was shot
in the throat after a high school football game-a
life-threatening injury that set him on the path to
becoming a doctor. Now a trauma surgeon who
fights to save shooting victims on the operating
table, Sakran says gun violence in America is a
health crisis that medical professionals can and
should help address. He has become the public face
of a campaign to unite doctors, nurses and others
who treat gun violence victims in an effort to re-
duce it, pushing back against the National Rifle As-
sociation (NRA) lobby’s assertion that the issue is
none of their concern.

“When you look at firearm-related violence...
there’s no question that it is a public health crisis
that we are facing in this country,” Sakran said at
Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, where he is di-
rector of emergency general surgery. The 41-year-
old doctor said that firearms deaths should be
approached like other major threats to health, such
as smoking and obesity. “It falls under the injury
prevention piece that we as clinicians and as scien-

tists really consider as... part of our responsibility,”
he said. For Sakran-who said he has talked with
“hundreds if not thousands” of gun owners, find-
ing that “we actually have a lot more in common
than we have that divides us”-the issue is not ban-
ning firearms. “In the ‘60s and ‘70s, when people
were dying from motor vehicle crashes, we didn’t
get rid of cars. We figured out, ‘How do we make
cars safer?’”

This Is Our Lane   
As someone who both survived a gunshot

wound and treats them, Sakran was “a little bit in-
censed” when the NRA took aim at the involvement
of doctors in the debate over gun violence.
Firearms killed nearly 40,000 people in the US in
2017, according to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. And despite the scale of the prob-
lem, efforts to address it legislatively have long
been largely deadlocked at the federal level.

“Someone should tell self-important anti-gun
doctors to stay in their lane,” the NRA tweeted in
November, calling out a particular medical journal
for publishing what it deemed to be too many arti-
cles backing gun control. “I think there was a sig-
nificant amount of outrage from the medical
community-and not just non-gun owners but also
gun owners-for a group to say that we are not part
of the solution,” Sakran said. He started the @Thi-
sIsOurLane account on Twitter, which currently has
over 28,000 followers. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: In this file photo US President Donald Trump delivers the State of the Union
address at the US Capitol in Washington, DC. — AFP 


