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NAIROBI: Kenyan security forces yesterday
resumed their search of the hotel complex at-
tacked by Islamists with sniffer dogs and bomb
experts, as information emerged about one of
the attackers who killed 21 people. A police
source, speaking on condition of anonymity,
said they were confident there were no more
people trapped inside the hotel or surrounding
office buildings after the 20-hour assault, dur-
ing which some 700 civilians were rescued.

“We are confident that we have no more
people there,” the officer said, “but in a situa-
tion like this, you are not done until you are
done.” “We are back in with sniffer dogs and
bomb experts are checking through because
yesterday we found grenades left by those
people.” Police warned the public there may be
loud controlled explosions as they continued
their sweep of the hotel. 

Five gunmen with the Al-Qaeda-linked So-
mali militant group Al-Shabaab attacked the
DusitD2 hotel and office complex on Tuesday
afternoon. Chilling CCTV footage showed one
of the attackers lingering in front of the terrace
of the Secret Garden restaurant before blowing
himself up.  Four other attackers were shot
dead by police during the operation to secure
the hotel. Al-Shabaab said it was acting to
avenge the decision by US President Donald
Trump to declare Jerusalem as Israel’s capital,
according to the SITE monitoring group.

Attacker planned to move out 
Police say one of the attackers was Ali Salim

Gichunge, who was also known as Farouk. He
was traced through his car, which was used at

the attack, to his home in the Ruaka suburb
where he lived with a woman in her twenties
named Violet Kemunto Omwoyo. “We are in-
terrogating her to know more about the attack
because she is not innocent,” according to a
detective who took part in the raid on their
house. He said police had uncovered a “huge
hole dug in one of the rooms where guns were
stored.” “Neighbors have told us the couple
was planning to move out because they had
even put up their items for sale through the
community’s social network.” The Standard
newspaper said Omwoyo had written: “We are
moving out of Nairobi this week” on her ad
selling clothes and furniture.

Missing accounted for    
Among the victims who died in the attack

were two ethnic Somali Kenyans who worked
on a project called the Somalia Stability Fund,
a Kenyan football blogger and a policeman re-
sponding to the scene. An American working
for a consulting and investment firm, who sur-
vived the 9/11 attacks in the United States, and
a dual British-South African development
worker were also among those killed. As the at-
tack unfolded, scores of terrified civilians bar-
ricaded themselves inside toilets and offices for
hours. 

Some were killed at the Secret Garden
restaurant, while another six bodies were found
on the third floor of the hotel, where one of the
gunbattles took place.  The Red Cross said that
19 people reported missing to them, had since
been traced. Several private citizens and for-
eign security forces took part in the rescue op-

eration. British media reports said a former
special forces soldier who was out shopping
when the attack happened, jumped in to help
Kenyan special forces.

Kenya’s Daily Nation newspaper hailed the
“sweet victory over terrorism” as praise poured
in for the swift and professional response from
security services. This stood in stark contrast
to the scorn heaped on disorganized police and
army officers who staged a chaotic intervention

when Shabaab attacked the Westgate mall in
2013, leaving 67 dead. “There was a sense of
triumph despite adversity,” read the newspa-
per’s editorial.

“Security teams were well-coordinated
under the General Service Unit; there was a
centralized chain of command ... clearly lessons
have been learned.” Al-Shabaab has repeatedly
targeted Kenya over the presence of its troops
in Somalia.—AFP 

Sniffer dogs, bomb experts comb 
through Kenya attack site

Citizens, foreign security forces take part in rescue operation

NAIROBI: A woman reacts at the Chiromo mortuary, where  the bodies of the victims of an Islamist at-
tack are kept two days prior at the DusitD2 luxury hotel complex, in Nairobi.—AFP 

KHARTOUM: One month after protests erupted
across Sudan against rising bread prices, anti-gov-
ernment demonstrations have turned into daily rallies
against a defiant President Omar al-Bashir who has
rejected calls to resign. Protest organizers have
called for a march on the presidential palace in the
capital Khartoum yesterday, along with simultaneous
demonstrations in several other cities.

Authorities say at least 24 people have died since
the protests first broke out on December 19 after a
government decision to triple the price of bread.
Rights group Human Rights Watch has put the death
toll at 40, including children and medical staff. The
protests have escalated into nationwide anti-govern-
ment demonstrations that experts say pose the
biggest challenge to Bashir since he took power in

an Islamist-backed coup in 1989. “I have been
demonstrating and will continue to demonstrate until
this regime is overthrown,” vowed Adel Ibrahim, 28,
who has participated in demonstrations in Khartoum.
“We are protesting to save our future and the future
of our homeland.” Protests initially broke out in the
eastern town of Atbara, which has a history of anti-
government sentiment, and within days spread to
other provinces and then to Khartoum.

Cities like Port Sudan, Gadaref, Kassala and agri-
cultural regions that previously backed Bashir saw
protests calling for him to step down, while the west-
ern region of Darfur too witnessed rallies against the
75-year-old veteran leader. Using social media net-
works to mobilise crowds, most protesters have
marched chanting “Peace, freedom, justice”, while
some have even adopted the 2011 Arab Spring slo-
gan-”the people want the fall of the regime”.

Crowds of demonstrators, whistling and clapping,
have braved volleys of tear gas whenever they have
taken to the streets, witnesses said. “There’s a mo-
mentum now and people are coming out daily,” said
prominent Sudanese columnist Faisal Mohamed
Salih. “Even the authorities are astonished.”—AFP 

Sudan protests 
rumble on as Bashir
remains defiant

JERUSALEM: Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu will embark upon the first-
ever visit by an Israeli premier to Chad in
the coming days as the two countries
move to renew diplomatic ties, his office
said yesterday. Netanyahu’s trip to the
Muslim-majority central African nation on
Sunday comes after Chadian President
Idriss Deby Itno visited Israel in Novem-
ber. The prime minister’s office had not yet
provided further details on the trip,
though it was expected to be only a one-
day visit.

Israeli media said it would be the first
by a premier. Netanyahu said during
Deby’s November visit that he intended to
announce the resumption of diplomatic
ties during an upcoming trip to Chad. The
two leaders at the time declined to com-
ment on whether their talks have included
arms deals. Chadian security sources say

the country has acquired Israeli equip-
ment to help battle rebels in the country’s
north. Chad is also one of several African
states engaged in Western-backed oper-
ations against Boko Haram and Islamic
State group jihadists. Pressure from Mus-
lim African nations, accentuated by the
Arab-Israeli wars of 1967 and 1973, led a
number of African states to sever relations
with the Jewish state. But in recent years,
Israel has held out the prospect of coop-
eration in fields ranging from security to
technology to agriculture, to improve ties
on the continent.

Diplomatic relations between Israel
and Chad, a country of some 15 million
people, were severed in 1972. Deby is one
of Africa’s longest-serving leaders. He
took over the arid, impoverished nation in
1990 and won a disputed fifth term in
April 2016.—AFP 
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