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KUWAIT: Official at Kuwait
Meteorological Department Yasser
Al-Bolushi said that a gradual
improvement in weather conditions
is expected, with a significant
decline in temperature. Speaking to
KUNA, Bolushi said yesterday’s
weather was affected by strong
northwesterly wind exceeding 70
kilometers per hour, causing rising
dust and a decrease in horizontal
visibility to less than 1,000 m, with
sea waves exceeding seven feet.
Maximum temperatures were
between 14 to 18 degrees Celsius.

Yesterday night, the weather
was very cold with light to moder-
ate northwesterly wind with speeds
of 15-40 km/h, he added. Today,
the weather will be cold by day
and very cold at night, with light to
moderate northwesterly wind with
speeds of 15-35 km/h, and expect-
ed temperature is between 15-8

degrees Celsius. Tomorrow will be
very cold, especially at night, with
moderate northwesterly wind with
a velocity of 12 to 35 km/h and
temperatures between 16 to zero
degrees Celsius, with a chance of
frost in some areas. 

Marit ime operations were
stopped at Shuwaikh, Doha,
Shuaiba seaports due to the
abnormal weather, the Kuwait
Ports Authority (KPA) said yester-
day. KPA said in a statement that
operations were suspended at
08:00 am local time. But opera-
tions at Kuwait International
Airport are still normal despite the
dust storm hitting the country,
said the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) yesterday.
Head of aviation at the DGCA
Emad Al-Sanousi told KUNA that
flights continue to operate at the
airport. — KUNA 

Temperatures to plunge at weekend

KUWAIT: A dust storm hit Kuwait yesterday, with northwesterly winds of 70 km per hour and visibility of
less than 1,000 m. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Health ministry’s assistant undersecretary for allied
medical services Dr Fawwaz Al-Refae announced that hospitals
and clinics are ready to receive all emergency cases of people
affected by the dust storm in Kuwait. He stressed that MoH’s
medical services’ technical staff and ambulances are available to
handle urgent cases and rush them to hospital if needed. Refae
also urged all citizens and expats not to hesitate in calling the
emergency hotline number 112 to request rescue or ambulances. 

Refae said dust can be harmful to some people because it
contains microbes and pollen, and accordingly recommended
following precautionary measures such as not being exposed to
dust unless necessary, closing all windows and doors tightly,
wearing air purifying masks and changing them constantly. Refae
advised people with tuberculosis to always carry their asthma
sprays with them  and immediately head to the nearest hospital
or clinic if they suffer from severe asthma attacks.  

Farwaniya residency dept opens
The interior ministry’s relations and security media depart-

ment said the new Farwaniya immigration department building
will open on Sunday, Jan 20, 2019 in Riggae. The department
added that the building has been designed to provide services
using up-to-date systems that ensure facilitating all transactions
for both citizens and expats. 

House fire
A fire broke out on the first floor of a citizen’s house in Saad

Al-Abdullah, said security sources, noting that on arriving at the
scene, firemen immediately evacuated the house and managed to
control the fire in record time. One of the residents suffered from
smoke inhalation and was treated onsite by paramedics. A case
was filed and further investigations are in progress to determine
the cause of the fire.  

Car crashes into pylon
Three citizens were seriously injured when they lost control

of their vehicle and it collided into a high-voltage pylon along
Layyah road north of Kuwait City. Security sources said rescue

forces from Jahra fire brigade rushed to the scene and found the
driver and two passengers trapped inside the wreckage. Firemen
had to use special equipment to pry open the wreckage and
release the three and hand them over to paramedics to be rushed
to Jahra Hospital for treatment. 

Fire safety violations
The Kuwait Fire Service Directorate’s public relations and

media department announced that KFSD’s prevention sector
teams yesterday closed six facilities in Ahmadi for severe viola-
tions of safety precautions and fire prevention measures. KFSD
deputy director for prevention Maj Gen Abdullah Fahd stressed
that KFSD will never hesitate to impose the law on all violators
in order to protect lives and property. 

MoH ready for
dust-related 
emergency cases

A vehicle that collided into a high-voltage pylon is seen.

KFSD closes a facility in Ahmadi over safety violations.

By A Saleh & Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The public prosecution yesterday decided
shelving cases filed by local lawyers against media figure
Fajr Al-Saeed over her call to normalize relations with the
Zionist entity. Commenting on the decision, Saeed tweet-
ed that the complaints filed against her by some lawyers
over her new year wish to normalize relations with Israel
were shelved over lack of jurisdiction. 

Call to shift embassies 
Municipal Council member Hamad Al-Medlej urged the

foreign ministry to remove all embassies from residential
areas inhabited by citizens to avoid what he described as
“violation of privacy”. “How long do we have to put up
with such violations, starting with bachelors and now
embassies,” he demanded, referring to a recent demon-
stration by some Bangladeshi workers outside their coun-
try’s embassy in Khaldiya. 

Dead newborn found in trash
The body of a newborn baby was found near a garbage
container in Farwaniya. Security sources said the body
was referred to forensics to determine the cause of death
- whether the baby had died of the severe cold, was still-
born or had been killed. Security sources added that
detectives will use the surveillance cameras in the neigh-
borhood in an attempt to identify the culprits. 

Worshipper dies
A 67-year-old bedoon collapsed during ablution

before Isha prayer at a mosque in Doha, said security
sources, noting that on arriving at the scene, paramedics
found the man had died due to a stroke. 

Cig smuggling foiled
Nuwaiseeb customs inspectors foiled an attempt to

smuggle 300 packs of cigarettes into Saudi Arabia.
Security sources said the driver was arrested and the
vehicle was impounded pending further investigations. 

Cases against writer shelved 


