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Harden (57) lights up Grizzlies,
Mitchell, Jazz drive past Pistons 
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NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
W L PCT GB

Toronto 33 12 0.733 -
Milwaukee 30 12 0.714 1.5
Indiana 28 14 0.667 3.5
Philadelphia 28 16 0.636 4.5
Boston 25 18 0.581 7
Miami 21 20 0.512 10
Brooklyn 22 23 0.489 11
Charlotte 20 23 0.465 12
Orlando 19 24 0.442 13
Detroit 18 24 0.429 13.5
Washington 18 26 0.409 14.5
Atlanta 13 30 0.302 19
Chicago 10 33 0.233 22
New York 10 33 0.233 22
Cleveland 9 35 0.205 23.5

Western Conference
Denver 29 13 0.690 -
Golden State 29 14 0.674 0.5
Oklahoma City 26 16 0.619 3
Houston 25 18 0.581 4.5
Portland 26 19 0.578 4.5
LA Clippers 24 19 0.558 5.5
San Antonio 25 20 0.556 5.5
Utah 24 21 0.533 6.5
LA Lakers 23 21 0.523 7
Sacramento 23 21 0.523 7
Minnesota 21 22 0.488 8.5
New Orleans 21 23 0.477 9
Dallas 20 23 0.465 9.5
Memphis 19 24 0.442 10.5
Phoenix 11 33 0.250 19

LA Clippers 117, New Orleans 121; San Antonio 93,
Charlotte 108; Brooklyn 109, Boston 102; Sacramento
115, Portland 107; Utah 100, Detroit 94; Houston 112,
Memphis 94.

Kings beat Blazers to extend hot home streak
HOUSTON: James Harden scored a season-high 57 points,
and the host Houston Rockets survived their first game
without center Clint Capela, pulling away in the second half
for a 112-94 victory over the reeling Memphis Grizzlies on
Monday. Harden recorded his 17th consecutive 30-point
game, the longest such streak since Wilt Chamberlain had a
20-game run in 1964. Kobe Bryant had a stretch of 16
straight 30-point games in 2003. Harden scored 36 points
in the first half. One night after the Rockets lost Capela for
up to six weeks with a right thumb injury, Harden shot 17 of
33 from the floor, including 6 of 15 on 3-point tries, while
converting 17 of 18 free throws. He added nine rebounds.
Danuel House Jr. tallied 15 points and Gerald Green scored
14 points for Houston, which has alternated wins and losses
over the past seven games. Garrett Temple and Mike
Conley scored 14 each for the Grizzlies, who have dropped
eight of their past nine games.

Hornets 108, Spurs 93
Kemba Walker poured in 33 points and Jeremy Lamb

added 19 as visiting Charlotte walked past San Antonio to
snap a three-game losing streak. The game was the first in
San Antonio as a member of the visiting team for Charlotte
guard Tony Parker, who played for the Spurs for 17 years
before signing with the Hornets in the offseason as a free
agent. Parker scored eight points, all in the second half.
The contest was also a return to San Antonio for Hornets
rookie coach James Borrego, who spent the past four sea-
sons as an assistant with the Spurs. LaMarcus Aldridge led
the Spurs with 28 points while Derrick White hit for 18.

Pelicans 121, Clippers 117
Anthony Davis overcame a slow start and finished with

46 points and 16 rebounds to lead New Orleans to a win at
Los Angeles. Julius Randle scored 27 points and Jrue
Holiday had 19 points and eight assists for the Pelicans,
who have won four of five. Davis recorded his 14th straight
double-double and 31st of the season. Montrezl Harrell
had 26 points and 10 rebounds for Los Angeles, which has
lost three in a row, the past two at home against teams
with losing records. Danilo Gallinari added 25 points and
Tobias Harris had 21 for the Clippers.

Jazz 100, Pistons 94
Donovan Mitchell scored 28 points, and Rudy Gobert

contributed 18 points and a career-high-tying 25 rebounds
to lead Utah to a victory over Detroit in Salt Lake City.
Kyle Korver scored 19 points off the bench for Utah while

Joe Ingles added 13 points and matched his season high
with eight assists. The Jazz earned their fourth win in a row
despite committing 17 turnovers. Blake Griffin scored 19
points while Andre Drummond chipped in 15 points and 13
rebounds for the Pistons, who lost for the eighth time in 10
games. Reggie Bullock added 13 points as Detroit fell to
Utah for the second time this month, having dropped a
110-105 decision in Michigan on Jan. 5.

Kings 115, Trail Blazers 107
Buddy Hield scored 19 points to pace six Sacramento

players in double figures as the Kings earned a victory over
visiting Portland. Bogdan Bogdanovic added 18 points off
the bench and De’Aaron Fox contributed 16 points and nine
assists for the Kings, who have won four consecutive home
games and four of five games overall. Damian Lillard

scored 35 points for the Trail Blazers, who had won two
games in a row.

Nets 109, Celtics 102
D’Angelo Russell scored 18 of his 34 points in the third

quarter as Brooklyn snapped a 10-game, head-to-head
losing streak to Boston by dominating the third quarter in
New York. The Nets pulled away by outscoring Boston
44-21 in the third. During the period, Brooklyn shot 65.4
percent (17 of 26) and produced its widest point disparity
in a third quarter since outscoring Boston by 24 on April 2,
2005. Rookie Rodion Kurucs added 19 points for the Nets,
who won for the 14th time in 19 games. Jayson Tatum led
the Celtics with a career-high 34 points while Jaylen
Brown added 22. Kyrie Irving (right quad contusion) and
Marcus Smart (illness) sat out for the Celtics. — Reuters

CARDIFF: Wales’ first-choice full-back Leigh Halfpenny
has been named in the country’s Six Nations squad
despite a battle with concussion that has ruled him out of
their opening match against France in Paris on February 1.

The 30-year-old-capped 80 times-has been strug-
gling with the head injury since he took a hefty late tackle
playing against Australia on November 10 but has been
picked for an enlarged squad that will be pruned down to
a matchday 23 next Tuesday.

Wayne Pivac, Halfpenny’s coach at his Pro14 side
Scarlets, warned last week that a specialist had said he
would be out for three to five weeks, which would also
rule him out of Wales’ following match against Italy just
over a week later. This has not stopped head coach
Warren Gatland from selecting him for what will be the
New Zealander’s final Six Nations, as he will step down
after this year’s World Cup in Japan.

Gatland’s Six Nations group includes plenty of his
tried and trusted old guard-such as veteran lock Alun
Wyn Jones, 33, who will skipper the side-as well as fresh-
er faces like Wasps flanker Thomas Young and Leicester
back Jonah Holmes. “We have a really experienced squad
of players who have been around a number of campaigns
together, and we feel we are in a pretty good place going
into this huge year,” said Gatland in a statement issued by
the Wales Rugby Union (WRU).

“We have got a few injuries and have selected a larger
squad because of that.” Young, who won caps against
Tonga and Samoa in 2017, has been among the English
Premiership’s form players this season.

Holmes made his Test debut earlier this campaign, and
he has been a rare shining light in what has been a tough
season for Leicester. Bath No 8 Taulupe Faletau would
have made the squad a 40-man one but the 28-year-old
backrow forward broke his arm on his return from a simi-
lar injury on Saturday. Faletau is expected to be out for up
to eight weeks, which will likely rule him out of the whole
tournament as it reaches a climax on March 16.

Wales squad
Forwards: Rob Evans (Scarlets), Wyn Jones (Scarlets),

Nicky Smith (Ospreys), Elliot Dee (Dragons), Ryan Elias
(Scarlets), Ken Owens (Scarlets), Leon Brown (Dragons),
Tomas Francis (Exeter Chiefs/ENG), Samson Lee
(Scarlets), Dillon Lewis (Cardiff Blues), Jake Ball
(Scarlets), Adam Beard (Ospreys), Seb Davies (Cardiff
Blues), Cory Hill (Dragons), Alun Wyn Jones
(Ospreys/capt), Ross Moriarty (Dragons), Josh Navidi
(Cardiff Blues), Justin Tipuric (Ospreys), Josh Turnbull
(Cardiff Blues), Aaron Wainwright (Dragons), Thomas
Young (Wasps)

Backs: Aled Davies (Ospreys), Gareth Davies
(Scarlets), Tomos Williams (Cardiff Blues), Gareth
Anscombe (Cardiff Blues), Dan Biggar (Northampton
Saints/ENG), Jarrod Evans (Cardiff Blues), Rhys Patchell
(Scarlets), Jonathan Davies (Scarlets), Hadleigh Parkes
(Scarlets), Owen Watkin (Ospreys), Scott Williams
(Ospreys), Josh Adams (Worcester Warriors/ENG),
Hallam Amos (Dragons), Steffan Evans (Scarlets), Leigh
Halfpenny (Scarlets), Jonah Holmes (Leicester
Tigers/ENG), George North (Ospreys), Liam Williams
(Saracens/ENG). —AFP
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HOUSTON:  James Ennis III #8 of the Houston Rockets drives to the basket during the game against the
Memphis Grizzlies on Monday at the Toyota Center in Houston, Texas. — AFP

KUWAIT: Red Bull Car Park Drift is
once again back to Kuwait! The global
qualif iers wil l  be kicked off from
Kuwait, moving from one city to anoth-
er, with the series f inal hosted in
Istanbul later this year. 

Only a couple months since Lebanon
welcomed elite drifters competing for
the 2018 King of Drift thrown at the
Red Bull Car Park Drift Series Final,
Kuwait is ready to rev-up its engines
for the local qualifiers of the 2019 series
on February 1 at Sirbb Circuit.

In celebration of eleven years since
the first ever Red Bull Car Park Drift
event in Lebanon, drifters will be com-
peting to clinch the crown of the Kuwait
2019 King of Drift. Having had hosted a
successful adrenaline-filled Series Final
in 2017, Kuwait is, no doubt, in the
position to impress thousands of drift-
ing and motorsport fans alike.

Red Bull Car Park Drift is organized
by Basel Salem AlSabah Motor Racing
Club and is sponsored by Falken Tyres,
Platinum Gym and Acqua Eva. 

Over 2,500 spectators wil l  visit
SIRBB Circuit on Friday, February 1, to

witnessthrown-thirsty drifters go head
to head for the coveted title. With only
one drifter from each participating
country, Turkey will welcome the 2019
Kuwait King of Drift at the Series Final
where he will compete to claim the
Series Final thrown.

Kuwait’s drifters will face a fierce
challenge for the King of Drift title,
competing against drifters from twelve
other countries that have participated
in the series. The 2019 series will be
kicked off in Kuwait on February1 and
the competition will continue with qual-
ifiers in Egypt, United Arab Emirates,
Oman, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
Lebanon, Algeria, Mauritius, Tunisia,
Morocco, Turkey, Georgia, and Jordan. 

The competition, first hosted by Red
Bull in Lebanon, is back providing drift-
ing amateurs and professionals with the
opportunity to highlight their skills and
compete for the crown, while capturing
the crowd’s attention. Last year’s final in
Lebanon witnessed an exciting turnout,
with Lebanese drifter, Oliver El Kik,
securing the King of Drift crownafter a
stellar performance.  

Lebanon hosted the first ever Red
Bull Car Park Drift event in 2008 mak-
ing it possible for all  underground
drifters to put their skills to the test,
and placed the spotlight on rally cham-
pion Abdo Feghali, making him a drift-
ing legend. 

On a global level, the story of drifting
goes back to the 1960s on winding
Japanese mountain roads. A bunch of

likeminded racers set out to beat their A
to B times by exceeding the grip limit of
their tires when taking sharp corners. It
did not do much to help their racing
times but instead evolved into an
entirely different discipline. Drifting was
born, and a Red Bull manager discov-
ered the sport in 2005 and decided to
spark a fire in the Middle East, a fire
that still burns to this very day. 

2018 winners Abdo Feghali

Kuwait kicks off 2019 Red Bull Car Park Drift Series 

KUWAIT: KIB recently sponsored the 2nd Kuwait
Amateur League tournament 2018, which was organ-
ized under the patronage of the Public Authority for
Sport and the Health Assurance Hospitals Company
(Dhaman) in cooperation with the Cancer Awareness
Nation (CAN). 

A total 10 teams participated in the tournament from
academies accredited by the Public Authority for Sport.
Each participating academy was represented by 9
players over the age of 17, all of whom have spent some
time in these academies amidst an unparalleled spirit of
sportsmanship full of challenges.

On this occasion, Manager of the Corporate
Communications Unit at KIB, Nawaf Najia, said: “As a
leading national financial institution, KIB has always
sought to promote awareness about the importance of
sports. Accordingly, we are committed to supporting
sports-related events that have a positive impact on
people’s health and productivity, stemming from our
belief that a community’s development is heavily
dependent on the overall health and safety of its mem-

bers.” This sponsorship came as part of KIB’s active
interest in sports and health awareness. The event was
held in cooperation with several sports and health
organizations, aiming at promoting the importance of
physical exercise in preventing and reducing the risk of
diseases; thereby improving the overall quality of life in
the community. 

Through its leading social responsibility program,
KIB is committed to participating in events that serve
diverse segments of the local  community.
Accordingly, the Bank always strives to positively
impact the local community, with an impressive roster
of activities and initiatives supporting the health sec-
tor which plays a key role in the well-being of all
members of the community.

KIB sponsors second
Kuwait Amateur 
League tournament


