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KUWAIT: Minister of State for Economic
Development Mariam Al-Aqeel yesterday referred the
2019-2020 development plan to the National Assembly
after it was reviewed by the Cabinet as part of the
2015-2016/2019-2020 second development plan, said
the Secretary General of the
Supreme Council for
Development and Planning
Khaled Mahdi. Speaking at a
press conference, Mahdi
explained the plan includes
135 projects, 32 programs and
66 indexes, in addition to 238
policies with investment cost
of KD 3,539,000,000.

Mahdi added that the proj-
ects are based on a diversified
economy and focus on
improving the business environment, financial sustain-
ability, developing tourism, privatization and developing
the oil sector. He added that the projects also focus on
developing human resources, improving the quality of
education, youth empowerment, resolving local market
imbalances, integrating citizens with special needs in
the employment system, improving senior citizens’
services and enhancing social solidarity.   

Jleeb crimes
Combined efforts exerted by various government

bodies in launching inspection campaigns in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh helped enforce the law and reduce crimes

in the area by 27 percent in Dec 2018 compared to
the same period the previous year. In this regard,
security sources said that the campaigns resulted in
arresting 500 people and referring them to relevant
authorities, closing down scores of violating stores,
removing tons of violating goods and half a ton of
waste, tracking down street vendors and removing

violations on public property.
The sources added only 841
felonies were fi led in Dec
2018 compared to 1,044 in
the same period of 2017, and
that crimes filed were only
292 compared to 380 in Dec
2017. 

Automated services
The Public Authority for

Manpower’s deputy director
Hassan Al-Khodor stressed

that the authority constantly reviews its decisions to
make sure they match public interest and the labor mar-
ket needs. Khodor added that the authority is taking
confident steps towards automating all its services and
getting rid of paper documentation. He added that the
authority is currently reconsidering the fee paid for its
services, noting that they are the lowest in GCC states. 

Convoy headquarters
Kuwait Municipality’s acting director Abdullah

Emadi rejected a request made by the Hajj Convoy
Owners Union to license headquarters in residential
areas. Emadi approved a request made by the awqaf

ministry to expand a mosque in Mubarak Al-Kabeer. 

Terminal 2
With fears that the operator would monopolize the

terminal, the Supreme Council for Planning and
Development urged the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) to take its time before contracting

an international operator to operate Terminal 2 (T2).
In its report, the council called for further studies, not-
ing that contracting an international operator and
management would marginalize DGCA with all its
technical, human, financial and administrative skills.
The report also called for studying regional and GCC
experiences in this regard. 
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Interior Ministry
highlights drug
fighting efforts
KUWAIT: The criminal security sector at the
Interior Ministry lauded the support of Deputy
Premier and Interior Minister Sheikh Khalid Al-
Jarrah Al-Sabah and fo l low-up by Ministry
Undersecretary Lt Gen Essam Al-Naham of drug
fighting programs, which achieved good results in
foiling attempts to get drugs through Kuwait’s bor-
ders, according to statistics issued by the sector
about drugs cases last year.

The sector said that all security systems are
exerting efforts to improve work on programs to
fight drugs and psychoactive drugs. It said joint
re la t ion  wi th  in ternat iona l  organ iza t ions  to
improve current elements to implement the law.
Statistics of the criminal security department for
2018: shabu (methamphetamine): 61.149 kg; opium:
1 .979  kg ;  hero in :  27 .449  kg ;  mar i juana :  35

seedl ings (69.766 kg);  cocaine:  1 .249 kg;  qat :
41.040 kg; chemical (synthetic marijuana): 24.618
kg; psychoactive drugs: 26,220,489 million tablets;
liquor: 49,074 bottles.

Camp robbed
Detectives arrested a citizen who stole a complete

camp and erected it somewhere else. A citizen told
police that his camp was removed completely, so
detectives were asked to work on the case. They then
found a camp pitched nearby, and after the com-
plainant told them about the camp’s description, they
entered the camp and the victim found all his belong-
ings. The man who was found inside told them the
camp belongs to a friend who had gone to bring some
goods. When he returned, police arrested him and he
confessed to stealing the camp.

Thieves caught
Four citizens who formed a gang to steal and store

the loot in a Rahaya farm were arrested by detectives,
who found three stolen cars, drugs, drugs parapherna-
lia and power generators. Coordination was done with
Kuwait Municipality to remove the farm. The arrests
were made following attempts by the suspects to
escape. — Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

KUWAIT: A road roller flipped over on the Seventh Ring Road, killing its operator. Firemen from the Kabd fire
station rushed to the scene shortly after the accident was reported. They recovered the Asian man’s body,
which was transferred to the coroner. An investigation was opened. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

Oil price between
$55-$65 pb in first
half of 2019: Analyst
KUWAIT: In the first half of 2019, the price of oil is
expected to reach $55 to $65 per barrel (pb) with
Kuwaiti oil at around $50 to $60 pb, said an analyst
yesterday. Mohammad Al-Shatti, an oil analyst, said
that it was too early to have a concrete idea of where
the prices will be going this year due to numerous vari-
ables and challenges. With that being said, the analyst
forecasted the price of the Brent crude for the second
half of the year to reach $70 to $80 pb, and equivalent
of $65 to $75 pb in Kuwaiti oil. He indicated that prices
will vary according to forthcoming developments, not-
ing that the continuous decrease in Iranian oil produc-
tion to around three million bpd, the continuing of the
agreement to cut-down on production by the OPEC
and non-OPEC coalition, the status quo of the US-
Chinese trade war will play huge part roles in deter-
mining the stability of prices.

Other factors will also have an impact, affirmed
Shatti who indicated that the Brent crude price will
probably be less than the price in 2018 by $5 to $10 pb.
When and if the crude price goes up, it would be
important to analyze the causes, said Shatti who added
that it would be interesting to see how the decrease of
supplies in the light of the Saudi 400,000 barrel per
day (bpd) production decrease will play in the interna-
tional market. He said that the decrease of Iranian oil
production by 800,000 bpd and the and the OPEC and
non-OPEC intention to decrease production by 1.2 mil-
lion bpd for the first six months of 2019 provided an

insight of a serious intention to stabilize prices for both
producers and consumers.

Meanwhile, there are still fears of the global econo-
my entering a phase of regression as a result of various
happenings including the US China trade war, which
occurred late in 2018, stated the official. He added that
there was still hope for a positive outlook with news
regarding negotiations between the US and China,
which will hopefully have some positive impact on
global economy and the price of oil. The analyst
touched on the status of Shale oil, saying that the only
way to monitor the price of this type of oil was through
the prices of other types and the status quo of the mar-
ket. The US, Russia, and Saudi Arabia are the biggest
produces in the world with a combined 11 million bpd,
said Shatti who affirmed that the market was in need of
crude oil at a reasonable production level and stable
price. The coalition of oil producers had achieved great
milestones in 2017-18 and hopefully such things will
continue this year, he said. — KUNA


