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KUWAIT: Well-informed sources said
Minister of State for Economic Development
Mariam Al-Aqeel will soon head a ministerial
meeting to discuss cancelling the kafala
(sponsorship) system for expats as part of
measures to be taken by the government to
resolve the demographic and labor market
imbalances. Kuwaiti rights groups have long
called on the government to abolish its kafala
system for expats, which has long been criti-
cized as a form of bonded labor.

The sources added that the government is
fully convinced of the need to cancel the

sponsorship system in a bid to fight visa traf-
ficking after previous attempts failed. The
sources also noted that cancelling expats’
sponsorship will improve Kuwait’s ranking on
the lists of international organizations such as
the International Labour Organization and
human rights groups. 

The sources stressed that the new system
after cancelling the kafala system will be
closely related to the policies of replacing
expats with Kuwaitis, namely in administrative
positions in the private sector, which reflects
the government’s measures to replace all
expats in the public sector with citizens with-
in five years. 

The sources explained that Kuwait will fol-
low Saudi Arabia’s experience in this regard
and mandate the appointment of citizens in
administrative positions in the private sector
and that companies which do not comply will
have to pay special taxes. 

Different forms of kafala systems are in
force in the all Gulf states and some other
Arab countries. The system is highly criti-
cized by activists and human rights group
for exploiting workers and denying them
basic rights, such as the ability to travel or
change jobs. Employers often confiscate
workers’ passports, although this is illegal in
most countries.
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KUWAIT: Former Kuwait
University law professor
Dr Fatima Al-Matar yes-
terday announced she has
moved to the US along
with her daughter and
has applied for asylum
there. “I am so happy
that I will start a new life
in a beautiful and superb
country that believes in
the values of human dig-
nity. God Bless America,”
Matar said on her Twitter account. She said she has
been referred to the public prosecution on blasphe-
my charges and that she could no longer bear living
in “this society”. 

In further tweets, Matar explained she had left for
the US with her daughter and claimed asylum there.
“We were placed in a refugee center for two weeks
and were treated with utmost respect, except for
having no access to mobile phones or laptops until a
decision was made. A lawyer was also appointed for
me free of charge,” she said, adding she is very hap-
py that her daughter will have a better life. 

Kuwaiti prof flees to
US, claims asylum

NAIROBI: A huge blast followed by a gun bat-
tle rocked an upmarket hotel and office com-
plex in Nairobi yesterday in an attack claimed
by the Al-Qaeda-linked Shabaab Islamist
group. The explosion at the DusitD2 compound,
which includes a 101-room hotel, restaurant and
office buildings housing local and international
companies, was heard from AFP’s bureau some
five kilometers away. Al-Shabaab, which carried
out a notorious assault on a Nairobi shopping
mall in 2013, claimed responsibility, according to
the SITE Intelligence Group which monitors
militant activities.

Continued on Page 24

Blast, gunfire 
rock Nairobi 
hotel complex 

Amir attends international 
anti-corruption conference 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah attends an inter-
national anti-corruption conference yesterday. His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is seen at right. — KUNA (See Page 3) NAIROBI: Special forces protect people at the scene of an explosion at a hotel complex in

Nairobi’s Westlands suburb yesterday. — AFP 

TORONTO: A Saudi teen who caused an international
sensation by defying her family and seeking asylum
abroad yesterday vowed to fight for women’s freedoms
in her first public address since she was taken in by
Canada. Rahaf Mohammed Al-Qunun captured the
world’s attention with a trail of tweets from her hotel
room at Bangkok’s airport, where she holed up after
Thai authorities initially barred her from travelling on to
Australia.

Her emotional social media posts ignited a
#SaveRahaf movement as she fled what she said was
physical and psychological abuse from her family - and
prompted quick action. She was granted refugee status
and was welcomed by Canada’s Foreign Minister
Chrystia Freeland after landing in Toronto on Saturday.

“Today and for years to come, I will work in support
of freedom for women around the world, the same free-
dom that I experienced on the first day I arrived in
Canada,” she told a press conference, reading from a
prepared statement in Arabic. Standing in front of a
large Canadian flag at the Toronto offices of refugee
resettling agency Costi, Qunun said: “I am one of the
lucky ones.” “I know there are unlucky women that dis-
appeared after escaping and could not do anything to

change their reality,” she said through a translator. 
Her family has denied the abuse allegations.

Reflecting on her own experience, she said: “I was not
treated respectfully by my family and not allowed to be
myself and who I want to be. In Saudi Arabia, this is the
case for all Saudi women except for those that have
understanding parents. They can’t be independent and
need approval of their male guardian for everything.”
Rights groups have said she has renounced Islam, risk-
ing prosecution in her home country.

Continued on Page 24

Saudi teen refugee 
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TORONTO: Rahaf Mohammed Al-Qunun addresses the
media during a press conference yesterday. — AFP 

BEIJING: A small green shoot is growing on the
moon in an out-of-this-world first after a cotton-
seed germinated on board a Chinese lunar lander,
scientists said yesterday. The sprout has emerged
from a lattice-like structure inside a canister since
the Chang’e-4 lander set down earlier this month,
according to a series of photos released by the
Advanced Technology Research Institute at
Chongqing University. “This is the first time
humans have done biological growth experiments
on the lunar surface,” said Xie Gengxin, who led
the design of the experiment.

The Chang’e-4 probe - named after a Chinese
moon goddess - made the world’s first soft landing
on the moon’s “dark side” on Jan 3, a major step in
China’s ambitions to become a space superpower.
Scientists from Chongqing University - who
designed the “mini lunar biosphere” experiment -
sent an 18-cm bucket-like container holding air,
water and soil.

Inside are cotton, potato, and arabidopsis seeds -
a plant of the mustard family - as well as fruit fly eggs
and yeast. Images sent back by the probe show a
cotton sprout has grown well, but so far none of the
other plants has taken, the university said. —AFP 

Cottoning on: 
Chinese seed 
sprouts on moon

Fatima Al-Matar

This handout photograph shows a cotton sprout grow-
ing in a lattice-structured container inside the Chang’e-
4 moon probe on the far side of the moon. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: With White House resi-
dence staff among those hit by the US
government shutdown, Donald Trump
personally ordered in an “all American”
feast of burgers and pizza on Monday for
a visiting football team. “Because of the
shutdown, as you know... we went out and
we ordered American fast food paid for
by me,” the president quipped, as he pre-
pared to host the Clemson Tigers univer-

sity players to celebrate their national
championship win. “I think they’d like it
better than anything we could give,” said
Trump, after landing back at the White
House following a day trip to New
Orleans. 

“We have pizzas, we have 300 ham-
burgers, many, many French fries, all of our
favorite foods - I want to see what’s here
when we leave, because I don’t think it’s
going to be much,” the president mused.
Asked to name his own favorite fast food -
as he stood smiling behind the gargantuan
spread - Trump demurred, insisting: “I like
them all.” “If it’s American, I like it. It’s all
American stuff. The reason we did this is
because of the shutdown,” he added. “We
want to make sure that everything is right,
so we sent out, we got this.”—AFP 

Trump foots
bill for fast
food feast 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump speaks alongside fast food he purchased
in the State Dining Room of the White House on Monday. — AFP 


