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MADRID: Antoine Griezmann came to the rescue again
as Atletico Madrid kept the pressure on Barcelona at
the top of La Liga yesterday by edging past Levante. 

Griezmann has now scored all of Atletico’s last six
goals and this latest one, from the penalty spot, proved
the difference in a cagey contest at the Wanda
Metropolitano. 

A 1-0 victory for Diego Simeone’s side cuts the gap
from five points to two behind Barca, who will restore
their advantage with a win over Eibar later. 

Levante, who have not won in the league since
December 3, stay 11th.

Atletico had 19 shots and, unusually for them, domi-
nated possession but they continue to rely on
Griezmann’s excellent scoring run for points. 

“We all pull the cart in difficult moments,”
Griezmann said. “I cannot do anything without my
team-mates.”

But, in their last five games, it is the Frenchman’s
goals that have earned wins over Levante, Real
Valladolid and Espanyol, while sparing them defeats
away to Sevilla and Girona. 

Griezmann was persistent in expressing his desire to
win the Ballon d’Or in December but since the prize

went to Real Madrid’s Luka Modric, he has hit seven
goals in seven games. Perhaps a sharpening of focus
has done him good too. 

He could have scored early but feathered Angel
Correa’s cross wide while Koke thought he had, tucking
Vitolo’s pass neatly into the corner, only for VAR to find
a foul in the build-up. 

In between, Stefan Savic sustained a thigh injury and
was replaced by Jose Gimenez, who has himself only
recently returned from a calf problem, with this his first
league appearance since December 8. 

After a nervy start, Levante began to frustrate their
opponents, whose poor decision-making in the final
third had Simeone flailing on the touchline. 

It seemed likely the pressure would pay, however,
and 12 minutes into the second half so it proved, as
Thomas Partey’s cutback struck the hand of Nikola
Vukcevic, who had slid to block but left his arm out-
stretched behind his back. Griezmann banged the
penalty into the roof of the net. 

Atletico could have made it more comfortable late
on but Vitolo’s shot whistled past the post, Partey pow-
ered over and Thomas Lemar found the angle too tight.
One was just enough. — AFP

Griezmann strikes again to give 
Atletico narrow win over Levante

Griezmann has now scored all of Atletico’s last six goals

MADRID: Atletico Madrid’s French forward Antoine Griezmann eyes the ball during the Spanish League football match
between Club Atletico de Madrid and Levante UD at the Wanda Metropolitano stadium in Madrid yesterday. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Man City v Wolverhampton Wanderers FC 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2

SPANISH LEAGUE
Real Sociedad v RCD Espanyol 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3

ASIAN NATIONS CUP 2019
UAE v Thailand 19:00
beIN SPORTS
India v Bahrain 19:00
beIN SPORTS

Resurgent Man City 
resume title quest 
against Wolves
MANCHESTER: Pep Guardiola’s rejuvenated Manchester
City face a potentially tricky challenge at home to
Wolverhampton Wanderers today as they continue their
Premier League title defence.

But the early days of 2019 suggest their uncharacteris-
tic December collapse is firmly behind them. The final
month of last year saw City lose successive league games,
against relatively modest opposition in both Crystal Palace
and Leicester City, following an end to their unbeaten
domestic start to the campaign earlier at the beginning of
December. But a victory over leaders Liverpool to kick off
New Year completely rejuvenated the mood at the Etihad
Stadium after City had been denied the services of injured
playmaker Kevin De Bruyne for most of the first half of the
campaign.

And two stunning cup victories in the space of four
days-albeit against lower league clubs Rotherham and
Burton Albion-suggested the clinical, cutting edge that
characterised City’s play during last season’s record-
breaking title-winning campaign was back.

Championship side Rotherham were swept aside 7-0 at
the Etihad, with third division Burton suffering an even
more painful fate in a lopsided first leg of League Cup
semi-final, when City scored nine goals without reply.

That latter victory not only all but assured City of a
place in the final against Tottenham or Chelsea next month
but also indicated the demanding Guardiola will not toler-
ate any let-up in his quest to add more silverware to the
club’s trophy cabinet.

It was a mood reflected by De Bruyne against
Rotherham when he showed visible dissatisfaction at being
brought off after an hour, even though City were already
leading by five goals. Some reports even suggested De
Bruyne refused to return to the bench to watch the
remainder of the match, remaining, instead, in the City
dressing room.

“No, I didn’t speak with him,” said City manager
Guardiola curtly, when asked if he had addressed De
Bruyne’s reaction to being replaced. But given the Belgian
has started just one league game so far this campaign, he
is likely to be chomping at the bit to play from the kick-off
against Wolves.

Sergio Aguero, too, has returned after being absent
since the Liverpool win due to illness and inspirational
club captain and defender Vincent Kompany is another
player winning his battle to be fit for Monday’s match.

The general picture suggests that, having weathered a
brief loss of form, City have not only returned to their clin-
ical best but also have a number of key players hitting fit-
ness at the right time, as Guardiola insists his squad can
maintain their chase for honours on four fronts.

Even long-term injury victim Benjamin Mendy is mak-
ing progress and expected to return to the fold shortly.
Meanwhile second-placed City will want to close the sev-
en-point gap at the top of the table created by Liverpool’s
1-0 win away to Brighton on Saturday when they face
Wolves.  However Nuno Espirito Santo’s side held City to
a creditable 1-1 draw earlier in the season at Molineux and
drew 1-1 at the Etihad in last season’s League Cup when
they were still a Championship club.  “We realised when
we played the EFL (English Football League) Cup and the
first away game how complicated it would be,” said
Guardiola of the threat posed by high-flyers Wolves. 

“They are strong physically, counter-attack, set-pieces.
There is not just one or two, there are three or four
(Wolves players) and when you are tired, they can put on
new players.”—AFP

BUENOS AIRES: Argentina’s World Cup winning cap-
tain Diego Maradona was recovering in hospital on
Saturday after successfully undergoing a routine oper-
ation for stomach bleeding, his lawyer said. The 58-
year old former Boca Juniors and Napoli player dis-
covered the problem in early January during a check
up at a hospital in Olivos, on the outskirts of Buenos
Aires.

Saturday’s operation, to stem bleeding caused by a
hernia, was not complicated but aimed to resolve what
one source told Reuters were “inconveniences” caused
by the issue. “Diego Maradona’s surgical procedure is
over,” his lawyer Matias Morla said on Twitter. “Thank
God everything went perfectly.”

Maradona has suffered frequent periods in hospital

over the years, often due to the extravagant lifestyle
that helped make him one of the most admired players
of the 20th century. He last fell ill at the 2018 World
Cup in Russia, where he was fainted in an executive
box at the Argentina-Nigeria game.

Maradona was taken into hospital in 2004 with
severe heart and respiratory problems linked to
cocaine use. He later underwent drug rehabilitation in
Cuba and Argentina before a stomach-stapling opera-
tion in 2005 helped him lose weight.

In 2007 he checked himself into a clinic in Buenos
Aires to help him overcome alcohol abuse problems.
In recent months he has walked with the aid of
crutches due to problems with his knees. Doctors dis-
covered the bleeding shortly before Maradona was
due to fly to Mexico, where he is coach of second
division side Dorados de Sinaloa. Morla said he
would return to lead the club for a second season as
soon as his recuperation was complete. “Now we wait
for the recovery so Diego can return to work as soon
as possible,” Morla said. —Reuters

Maradona recovering in
hospital after surgery

Diego Maradona

WASHINGTON: Artemi Panarin scored a power-play goal
with 1:30 left in overtime that gave the Columbus Blue
Jackets a 2-1 victory over the host Washington Capitals on
Saturday night. Nicklas Backstrom had been whistled for
slashing just 12 seconds earlier, and that gave Columbus
the extra man. Seth Jones slid a pass over to Panarin by the
left circle, and he ripped a slap shot past goalie Pheonix
Copley for the game-winner. It was Panarin’s second
game-winning goal in overtime in the last two games as
the Jackets on Thursday beat the Nashville Predators 4-3.
Cam Atkinson scored the other goal, and Joonas Korpisalo
made 32 saves as the Blue Jackets won for the ninth time in
12 games. Washington’s three-game winning streak came
to an end. Evgeny Kuznetsov scored for the Capitals, and
Braden Holtby and Copley each stopped 10 of 11 shots in
goal. The starter Holtby was poked in the face about mid-
way through the second period and left the game.

Kings 5, Penguins 2
Jeff Carter had a goal and two assists, and Anze Kopitar

added a pair of goals as host Los Angeles scored in each
period to chill red-hot Pittsburgh. Alex Iafallo and Brendan
Leipsic added goals as the Kings won for the second time
in six January games. Jonathan Quick had 38 saves for the
Kings. Jake Guentzel had two goals for the Penguins, who
entered with a victory in 10 of their last 11 games and were
coming off a rally from a three-goal deficit Friday at
Anaheim against the Ducks. Guentzel had a hat trick in
Pittsburgh’s victory Friday. Casey DeSmith stopped 20 of
24 shots faced. 

Sharks 4, Senators 1
Brent Burns celebrated his recent milestone 1,000th

game prior to puck drop and followed up by collecting a
goal and an assist to lead host San Jose past Ottawa.
Goalie Martin Jones made 27 saves for the Sharks, who are
on a six-game winning streak and are 8-1-2 in their last 11
games. Joe Pavelski, Joe Thornton and Melker Karlsson
also scored for San Jose, while Ryan Dzingel scored for
Ottawa. Anders Nilsson stopped 28 shots.

Coyotes 3, Oilers 2
Conor Garland scored twice, both on the power play, as

Arizona defeated host Edmonton for its third consecutive
victory. Jordan Oesterle had a goal and an assist, and Alex
Galchenyuk added two assists for Arizona. Goaltender
Darcy Kuemper made 23 saves. Connor McDavid and Kris
Russell scored for the Oilers, who dropped to 3-9-0 in
their past 12 games. Goalie Cam Talbot, making his fourth
straight start, stopped 26 of 29 shots.

Lightning 5, Sabres 3
Steven Stamkos scored the go-ahead goal, his 24th of

the season, late in the third period to propel Tampa Bay
past host Buffalo. Nikita Kucherov had a goal and two
assists, Brayden Point, Ondrej Palat and Ryan Callahan also
scored, and goalie Louis Domingue stopped 30 shots. Sam
Reinhart, Tage Thompson and Marco Scandella had goals
for the Sabres, and goalie Linus Ullmark made 25 saves.

Blues 3, Stars 1
Vladimir Tarasenko scored twice, Oskar Sundqvist had

two assists, and rookie goaltender Jordan Binnington con-
tinued his magical run between the pipes as St. Louis
defeated host Dallas. Binnington made back-to-back starts

for the first time in the NHL and earned his third win in
three career starts. He turned away 21 shots on Saturday
and has allowed just two goals in his three starts, which
included a shutout in his debut Jan. 7 in Philadelphia. The
Blues improved to 6-2 in their past eight road starts, while
Dallas lost for the second straight contest and snapped a
17-game home point-streak against the Blues. Journeyman
winger Erik Condra, playing in just his fifth NHL game,
scored the Stars’ goal.

Golden Knights 4, Blackhawks 3
Shea Theodore snapped a 20-game goal drought with

the winning score in overtime as Vegas rallied from a two-
goal deficit to defeat host Chicago. Alex Tuch had a goal
and an assist for Vegas to extend his points streak to a
team-record nine consecutive games. Paul Stastny and
Ryan Carpenter also scored goals and Max Pacioretty
added two assists for the Golden Knights. Marc-Andre
Fleury, playing in his 778th game to move pass Tom
Barrasso into 20th place on the NHL’s all-time games
played list for goalies, finished with 20 saves to pick up his
league-leading 26th victory, and Alex DeBrincat scored
two goals and Patrick Kane had a goal and an assist for
Chicago.

Red Wings 5, Wild 2
Tyler Bertuzzi scored his first career hat trick and

Thomas Vanek added two goals as Detroit beat Minnesota
in Saint Paul, Minn. The Red Wings won for just the second
time in 11 games and also cooled off a Wild team that had
won four of its previous five games. Red Wings goalie
Jimmy Howard made 16 saves. Luke Kunin scored his first
goal of the season for Minnesota, and Nino Niederreiter
also scored. Detroit dominated, outshooting the Wild by a
37-19 margin. Wild goalie Devan Dubnyk stopped 32 shots.

Canadiens 3, Avalanche 0
Carey Price had 28 saves for his 43rd career shutout,

Brett Kulak and Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored goals midway
through the third period, and host Montreal beat
Colorado. Montreal got an empty net goal from Jordie
Benn to complete the scoring. Semyon Varlamov stopped

28 shots for Colorado, which is 1-7-2 in its last 10 games.
The Canadiens ended a stretch of 87 minutes, 13 seconds
without a goal at the Bell Centre until Kulak’s goal on the
feed from Phillip Danault at 8:21 of the third period.

Bruins 3, Maple Leafs 2
Sean Kuraly scored a goal and added two assists as

Boston came back to defeat host Toronto. Kuraly set up
David Pastrnak with the go-ahead goal in the final minute
of the second period after scoring the tying goal five min-
utes earlier. Tuukka Rask made 30 saves in the Boston
goal. David Krejci also scored for the Bruins, who won the
four-game season series with the Maple Leafs 3-1.
Andreas Johnsson and Mitch Marner scored for the Maple
Leafs. Kasperi Kapanen added two assists.

Rangers 2, Islanders 1
Mats Zuccarello scored the tiebreaking goal with 5:05

remaining in the third period, and the New York Rangers
snapped a season-high five-game losing streak by beating
the host New York Islanders. The Rangers won for the first
time since a 2-1 decision at St. Louis on Dec. 31, and also
won for the first time in eight all-time visits to Barclays
Center. Alexandar Georgiev stopped 24 shots for the
Rangers. Anthony Beauvillier scored for the Islanders, who
lost for only the second time in their last nine games.
Rangers rookie Filip Chytil scored the tying goal with less
than six minutes left in the second.

Devils 3, Flyers 2
Damon Severson’s first-period goal gave host New

Jersey a lead it never relinquished in edging Philadelphia.
Nico Hischier scored in the second period and Miles
Wood scored in the third period for the Devils, who
snapped a three-game losing streak. Rookie goalie
MacKenzie Blackwood, who returned after missing the
previous three games with a lower-body injury, recorded
32 saves to earn his fourth win in the last six starts. James
van Riemsdyk scored in the second period while Sean
Couturier scored with two seconds left in the game for the
Flyers, who are 1-7-2 over their past 10 games. Rookie
goalie Carter Hart made 23 saves. — Reuters

Panarin’s overtime 
goal lifts Blue 
Jackets over Caps

WASHINGTON:  Travis Boyd #72 of the Washington Capitals and Riley Nash #20 of the Columbus Blue Jackets go
after the puck in the second period at Capital One Arena on Saturday in Washington,. — AFP


