
24
ISSUE NO: 17732

28 Pages 
150 Fils

www.kuwaittimes.net

Established 1961 
The First Daily in the Arabian Gulf

Trump rejects report that he 
hid details of Putin meetings

Sound of silence as Qatar 
hit North Korea for six

JAMADA ALAWWAL 8, 1440 AH
MONDAY, 
JANUARY 14, 2019

Enriching innovation and creativity:
Focus of Zain sustainability strategy4 19 28 

Max 22º
Min 13º

News in brief

Kuwait and US share similar
Mideast agendas: US envoy

White House sought to strike Iran

WASHINGTON: The White House’s national secu-
rity team last fall asked the Pentagon to provide it
with options for striking Iran after a group of mili-
tants aligned with Tehran fired mortars into an area
in Baghdad that is home to the US Embassy, the Wall
Street Journal reported yesterday. The request by the
National Security Council, which is led by John
Bolton, sparked deep concern among Pentagon and
State Department officials, the newspaper reported,
citing current and former US officials. The Pentagon
complied with the request. — Reuters 

In Saudi weddings, small 
is the new beautiful now

Silverman hails resumption of direct flights, Kuwaiti humanitarian aid

Israeli energy minister in Egypt 

CAIRO: Israel’s Energy Minister Yuval Steinitz
arrived in Cairo yesterday to attend a natural gas
conference in a rare visit to Egypt by an Israeli offi-
cial, airport sources said. Steinitz’s visit came at the
invitation of the Egyptian government, Israel’s energy
ministry said. The Israeli minister was set to attend a
regional forum on natural gas, which has become a
major economic and strategic issue in the eastern
Mediterranean. The “development of gas fields has
geopolitical and geostrategic value,” Steinitz told
Israeli army radio ahead of the trip. — AFP 

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: Kuwait and the United States
share similar agendas in the Middle East,
including efforts to preserve Gulf unity, US
Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman
said yesterday. He was speaking during a
roundtable at the US Embassy on the
Kuwait-US strategic dialogue with US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo that will kick
off tomorrow. Issues of regional importance
and bilateral cooperation between the two
countries will be the main subjects to be dis-
cussed, including defense and security, econ-
omy, education and trade. 

“We had a similar dialogue in 2016 and
2017 - it’s a process. What we are trying to
do is strengthen our relations in all aspects,
including making travelling from Kuwait to
the US easier. Just last week, Kuwait Airways
was able to resume direct flights to New York

City, which was the result of the two govern-
ments’ continuing commitment to make the
American and Kuwaiti people reap the prac-
tical benefits of our strategic relations,” he
said. Silverman also revealed “Kuwait’s
desire” to set up an American-staffed custom
checkpoint at Kuwait International Airport,
similar to the one in Abu Dhabi. Kuwait’s
request in this regard is currently under dis-
cussion, he said.

Silverman said Pompeo’s visit is part of his
tour of the Middle East which included
Jordan, Iraq and Egypt, and underscores
America’s interest in the region, including the
GCC countries. Silverman reiterated his coun-
try’s commitment to regional security and the
importance of relations between the two
countries as well as look for ways to curb
Iran’s destabilizing practices in the region and
find solutions to regional problems including
Yemen. “The unity of the GCC is extremely

important; it will be highlighted in this trip.
The secretary is here to find and explore solu-
tions to regional conflicts and find solutions to
the negative activities of Iran,” he said.

Silverman said the US president and his
secretary of state appreciate the efforts made
by Kuwait, not only in the diplomatic sphere,
but also Kuwait’s humanitarian contributions
to refugees as a major effort for the stability
of the region. “We would like to thank HH the
Amir for his humanitarian work - the Amir
does not need to do what he does. It’s not
only the right thing to do in terms of humani-
tarian assistance, but also a major investment
for stability in the region,” he added. 

Silverman pointed out that military agree-
ments between Kuwait and the US are aimed
at enhancing the capabilities of the Kuwaiti
army and training its personnel. Military con-
tracts, according to Silverman, are due to be 
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KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman speaks during a roundtable at
the US Embassy yesterday. — Photo by Joseph Shagra 

DOHA: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo meets Amir of Qatar Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani at the Sea Palace yesterday. — AFP 

Azhar expels female student 

CAIRO: Egypt’s Al-Azhar university yesterday said it
had expelled a female student after she appeared in a
video hugging a male colleague, accusing her of
undermining the school’s reputation. The video, which
went viral earlier this month, showed a young man
carrying a bouquet of flowers kneeling before a
young woman and then hugging her in what
appeared to be a marriage proposal at Mansoura
University. The disciplinary council of the Al-Azhar
University campus in Mansoura on Saturday “decid-
ed to expel the young girl definitively”, university
spokesman Ahmed Zarie said, adding the woman can
appeal the decision. The young man could also face
sanctions, a spokesman for Mansoura University said,
adding that the school’s disciplinary council will meet
today to decide his “punishment”. —AFP 

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The number of emigration clearances
granted to Indians headed to GCC states for
employment considerably dropped in 2018, accord-
ing to a report in the Times of India, noting that a 21
percent drop was detected with only 295,000
clearances issued in 2018 compared to 374,000 in
2017. According to statistics, the total number of
Indians emigrating to Kuwait dropped by 7 percent
in 2018 to 52,000 compared to 56,000 in 2017. 

Statistics also showed that there had been a sharp
drop of 62 percent in the number of Indians emigrat-
ing to GCC states over the past five years (2014-
2018), and a 35 percent drop in those coming to
Kuwait in the same period. 
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Fewer Indians 
heading to work 
in Kuwait, GCC 

DOHA: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
said yesterday that a rift between Qatar and
its Gulf Arab neighbors had gone on for too
long and was threatening regional unity need-
ed to counter Iran. Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, Bahrain and non-Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) member Egypt
cut diplomatic, transport and trade ties with
Qatar in June 2017, accusing it of supporting
terrorism and their regional foe Iran - some-
thing Doha denies.

The United States, an ally of the six-nation
GCC, sees the rift as a threat to efforts to

contain Iran and has pushed for a united Gulf
front. “When we have a common challenge,
disputes between countries with shared
objectives are never helpful,” Pompeo, who is
on an eight-day tour of the Middle East, told
a news conference in the Qatari capital Doha.
“They never permit you to have as robust a
response to common adversaries or common
challenges as you might,” he added.

Gas-rich Qatar says the boycott is aimed
at undermining its sovereignty and has start-
ed charting a course away from its Gulf
neighbors, including forging new trade part-
nerships, strengthening its ties with Turkey
and quitting OPEC. Those moves have deep-
ened expectations that the row will not be
resolved quickly. 

“We’re hoping that the unity of GCC will
increase in the days and weeks and months
ahead,” Pompeo said, adding that Gulf unity
was essential for a planned Middle East

Strategic Alliance (MESA) that would also
include Jordan and Egypt.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE have repeatedly
said the dispute is not a top priority and
assured Washington it will not affect defense
cooperation. Pompeo later told reporters that
he had brought up the rift with officials in
Bahrain, Egypt and the UAE. “It’s ... not at all
clear that the rift is any closer to being
resolved today than it was yesterday and I
regret that,” he said.

Pompeo has used the regional tour, which
included stops in Abu Dhabi and Cairo, to
shore up support for the US troop withdrawal
from Syria. He will head next to the Saudi
capital Riyadh, where he said the United
States would ensure there is “full and com-
plete” accountability on the murder of Jamal
Khashoggi, a US-based Washington Post
journalist from Saudi Arabia.
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Pompeo urges 
Gulf nations
to end dispute

BRASILIA: Former Italian communist militant Cesare
Battisti, sought by Rome for four murders in the 1970s, has
been arrested after an international police squad tracked
him down on the run in Bolivia where he faces quick
extradition to Italy. Italy has repeatedly sought the extra-
dition of Battisti, who lived in Brazil for years under the
protection of former leftist president Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva (2003-2010), who is now in prison for corruption.

Battisti, 64, was arrested late Saturday in the
Bolivian city of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Italian interior
ministry sources confirmed, where he gave up without
a struggle after reportedly being caught disguised in a
false beard and moustache. “Italian terrorist Cesare
Battisti was detained in Bolivia (Saturday night) and will
be soon brought to Brazil, from where he will probably
be sent to Italy to serve a life sentence,” tweeted Filipe
G Martins, a senior aide on international affairs to
Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro.

Italian militant 
arrested 38 yrs 
after jailbreak

SANTA CRUZ DE LA SIERRA, Bolivia: A handout picture
shows former far-left Italian militant Cesare Battisti after
he was arrested late Saturday. — AFP 

During Brazil’s recent presidential campaign the far-
right Bolsonaro - who took office on Jan 1 - vowed that
if elected he would “immediately” extradite Battisti to
Italy. In mid-December Brazil’s outgoing president,
Michel Temer, signed an extradition order for Battisti 
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DOUAR HICHER, Tunisia: Tunisian youth Omar rehearses for the role of a peer who
dreams of migrating to Europe in this commune in Manouba on the western outskirts
of the capital Tunis on Jan 11, 2019. — AFP 

DOUAR HICHER, Tunisia: Young
Tunisians say the revolution they staged
eight years ago to oust their longtime
dictator has failed to restore their “dig-
nity” and ease the North African coun-
try’s economic woes. “Since the revolu-
tion we have freedom but still no digni-
ty,” says Sofiene Jbeli, an unemployed
computer technician who lives in the
working class satellite town of Douar
Hicher west of Tunis.

Like many of his compatriots Jbeli
says he does not regret taking part in
the first of the Arab Spring uprisings
that shook the region and forced out
veteran strongmen like Tunisia’s presi-
dent Zine El Abidine Ben Ali. But he feels

bitter. “If the system does not change in
2019 (when presidential and legislative
elections are due to take place) the rev-
olution would have been for nothing,”
says the 35-year-old.

Sociologist Olfa Lamloum of the NGO
International Alert shares some of Jbeli’s
assessment but disagrees that the revolu-
tion failed completely. “The revolution’s
slogan was ‘work, dignity and freedom’
but the first two were not achieved,” says
Lamloum. While Tunisia has been praised
as a model of democratic transition,
wealth and control of the economy
remain concentrated in the hands of a
small elite despite economic growth.

The country is grappling with an infla-
tion rate of 7.5 percent and unemploy-
ment stands at more than 15 percent, with
those worst hit being young university
graduates. In May, Tunisia held its first
free municipal elections with more than
57,000 candidates - half of them women
and young people - running for office. 
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Tunisians have
‘freedom’ but 
not ‘dignity’


