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LONDON: Declan Rice’s first West Ham goal secured
a 1-0 win over Arsenal in a capital city derby clash at
the London Stadium. The victory in yesterday’s early
kick-off saw the Hammers move up to eighth in the
Premier League table, on 31 points, ahead of the bulk
of the weekend’s fixtures.

Teenage midfielder Rice gave himself an early
present for his 20th birthday on Monday by scoring
the only goal of the game three minutes into the sec-
ond half. “I can’t put it into the words,” an elated Rice
told Sky Sports. “The lads are always on at me to take
the shot on more.”

West Ham captain Mark Noble was almost as
pleased as Rice himself, adding: “I am delighted for
this young man to score the goal...He is a special tal-
ent and keeps working hard.” Defeat dented Arsenal’s
bid to break into the top four, with the Gunners still
adrift of Chelsea-their next opponents-in the race for
a Champions League place.

“It is difficult to win if you don’t score,” said
Arsenal’s Laurent Koscielny, after a defeat that meant
the Gunners had won just one of their last seven away
Premier League matches.  The defender, looking
ahead to next weekend’s clash with Chelsea at the
Emirates Stadium, said: “It is a home game against an
opponent in the top four. We know what we need to
do. We need to prepare all week for this important
team.”

West Ham named Marko Arnautovic in their start-
ing line-up despite the Austrian forward’s brother and
agent saying Thursday he wanted to move to the
Chinese Super League. And it appeared Arnautovic
was waving goodbye to the home fans in a London
Stadium record of over 59,000 when substituted in

the 71st minute. “We will see what happens in the next
days,” said Manuel Pellegrini, the West Ham manager.
“It is an issue that the club must see what is the best
for the player, for the club and for everyone.” Former
Arsenal favourite Samir Nasri started against his old
club as the midfielder made his Premier League debut
for the Hammers.

Koscielny and Shkodran Mustafi returned from
injury for Arsenal but there was no place in their
squad for Mesut Ozil. The match was goalless at the
interval following near-misses by Arsenal midfielder
Matteo Guendouzi and Hammers playmaker Felipe
Anderson.

That all changed in the 48th minute courtesy of
Rice, a Republic of Ireland Under-21 international.
Granit Xhaka’s poor clearing header fell to Anderson,
whose ball came to Rice via a neat lay-off from Nasri
and Rice’s first-time shot gave Arsenal goalkeeper
Bernd Leno little chance.

Arsenal pressed for an equaliser but the Hammers
survived three minutes of stoppage time as they held
on for victory.  Earlier,  Burnley beat Fulham 2-1 at
Turf Moor yesterday thanks to two own goals to make
it three straight league wins for Sean Dyche’s side and
leave the visitors deep in relegation danger.

German international Andre Schurrle put Fulham,
without an away win this season, ahead in brilliant
fashion in the second minute, bringing down a long
ball from Denis Odoi and blasting, first time, past Tom
Heaton. Burnley got back on level terms though in the
20th minute when Jeff Hendrick’s low drive was turned
into his own net by Fulham defender Joe Bryan. Three
minutes later and Hendrick had forced another own
goal-his drive headed in by Odoi to put the Clarets 2-

1 up. Burnley defender James Tarkowski had to clear a
Luciano Vietto drive off the line shortly after the inter-
val and Fulham had most of the pressure after the
break without creating many clear-cut chances.

Burnley did not have a shot on target in the game
but move up to 15th place with the win, while
Fulham are next to bottom on 14 points, five points
from safety.  — Agencies

Rice scores first Hammers 
goal to defeat Arsenal

Fulham sunk by two own goals at Burnley

LONDON: West Ham United’s Irish defender Declan Rice (C) jumps highest but heads the ball narrowly wide during
the English Premier League football match between West Ham United and Arsenal at The London Stadium, in east
London yesterday. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Everton FC v Bournemouth FC 17:15
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Tottenham Hotspur v Manchester United 19:30
beIN SPORTS HD 2

SPANISH LEAGUE
Atletico de Madrid v Levante 14:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Athletic de Bilbao v Sevilla FC 18:15
beIN SPORTS HD 3
FC Barcelona v SD Eibar 20:30
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Real Betis v Real Madrid CF 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 3

FRENCH LEAGUE
FC Nantes v Stade Rennais 17:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
Toulouse FC v RC Strasbourg 19:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
Dijon v Montpellier HSC 19:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4
Olympique Marseille v AS Monaco FC 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6

ASIAN NATIONS CUP 2019
North Korea v Qatar 14:00
beIN SPORTS
Oman v Japan 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Turkmenistan v Uzbekistan 19:00
beIN SPORTS

Immobile fires Lazio 
into Coppa Italia 
quarter-finals
MILAN: Ciro Immobile scored a first-half brace as
Lazio booked the first Coppa Italia quarter-final berth
yesterday with a 4-1 win over third-division Novara in
a game which was marred by racist and anti-semitic
chants from a small section of the crowd at the Stadio
Olimpico.

The chanting came from Lazio’s North End and was
also aimed at police who had clashed with fans on
Wednesday at Piazza della Liberta in the capital when
celebrations to mark the club’s 119th anniversary turned
violent.

Lazio dominated the last-16 tie against the Serie C
side from northern Italy with Immobilie setting up Luis
Alberto’s 12th-minute opener for the Romans. Novara
goalkeeper Elia Benedettini saved Immobile’s 20th-
minute penalty, but the Lazio forward netted the
rebound, adding a second 15 minutes later for his 13th
goal in all competitions this season.

Serbian midfielder Sergej Milinkovic-Savic blasted
in a free-kick to give the hosts a comfortable four-goal
lead just before the break. Umberto Eusepi pulled a
goal back for Novara when he slotted in a penalty
awarded for a Luiz Felipe handball after consultation
with VAR just after half-time.

Lazio, who won the last of their six Coppa Italia tro-
phies in 2013, will next play either Inter Milan or
Benevento in the quarter-finals. Juventus begin their
quest for a fifth consecutive Coppa Italia later on
Saturday at Bologna, as former five-time winners AC
Milan are away to Sampdoria, who last won the Cup 25
years ago.

The Italian league is still on its winter break but
Juventus and AC Milan are warming up for the Super
Cup final in Saudi Arabia next Wednesday. —AFP

LEICESTER CITY: Southampton moved out of the rel-
egation zone with a 2-1 win over Leicester City in the
Premier League yesterday despite playing half the
match with 10 men at the King Power Stadium.

Saints came into the contest having picked up four
points in their last two Premier League away games,
and found themselves in front after 11 minutes through
James Ward-Prowse’s penalty.

Their task was seemingly made more difficult when
Yan Valery was sent off for a second yellow card just
before halftime but Shane Long squeezed the ball home
to double Southampton’s advantage just before the
break. Leicester committed more bodies forward in the
second period and soon got themselves back in the
match through Wilfred Ndidi’s scrappy goal in the 58th
minute. No team has given up more points from leading
positions than Southampton this season, but they dug
in and held out for another three crucial points. The win
moves Southampton up to 16th while Leicester fol-
lowed up their humiliating FA Cup defeat by League
Two side Newport County with a loss that sees them
drop to eighth. 

Meanwhile, bottom club Huddersfield Town ended
their eight-match losing streak in the Premier League
with a goalless draw at fellow strugglers Cardiff City
yesterday.

Cardiff, in 17th place, did not manage a shot on tar-
get and Huddersfield were left fuming over a decision
from referee Lee Mason.

Mason pointed to the spot when Florent Hadergjonaj

went down under challenge from Joe Bennett but
changed his mind after consulting his assistant.

Huddersfield had lost their previous six games at
Cardiff in all competitions but after having the better of
Saturday’s match will be disappointed not to have

picked up all three points.
The Terriers had 61 percent of possession and Jason

Puncheon and Steve Mounie both went close to a
breakthrough. The Yorkshire club remain bottom on 11
points, eight points away from safety. —Reuters

Ten-man Southampton
out of drop zone with
Leicester win

LEICESTER: Southampton’s English midfielder James Ward-Prowse (L) vies with Leicester City’s English midfield-
er Demarai Gray during the English Premier League football match between Leicester City and Southampton at
King Power Stadium in Leicester. — AFP

TOKYO: Former Japan striker Kazuyoshi Miura, who
turns 52 next month, has extended his record as the J-
League’s oldest player after renewing his contract with
Yokohama FC, the club said. The veteran footballer,
admiringly nicknamed “King Kazu” for his spirited
onfield style, will kick off his 34th career season this
year, the second division club announced Friday.

“I thank fans for supporting me all the time,” Miura
said in a brief statement. “I want to work out at full
stretch every day... and play as many games as possible
by making every minute count.” In 2017, Miura sur-
passed football’s previous professional longevity
record and became the oldest player to score a com-
petitive goal in a professional match. Both records were
previously held by English legend Stanley Matthews.

Last year he played nine games for Yokohama but
failed to score. Miura left Japan for Brazil in 1982 and
signed a contract with Santos FC in 1986 to make his
professional debut. He made his Japan debut in 1990
and pushed for the country’s first ever World Cup
appearance in 1998 but failed to join the final squad for
France despite scoring 55 goals in 89 games for the
national side.

He was one of the stars of the professional J-League
at its 1993 launch before joining Italy’s Genoa on loan
the following year.  Miura, who has played for
Yokohama since 2005, has said he wants to play on
until he turns 60. Yokohama lost in the first division
play-offs last year. Their 2019 season kicks off on
February 24. —AFP

MANCHESTER: Manchester United boss Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer says Marcus Rashford has the
potential to be as good a centre-forward as England
teammate Harry Kane as the pair prepare to face off
in the Premier League this weekend.

Rashford is expected to line up as the spearhead
of United’s attack when they face Kane’s Tottenham
at Wembley today with both the team and striker on
a hot run of form under the interim manager.

Rashford looks reborn under interim coach
Solskjaer, scoring three times in the centre-forward
position as United have rattled off four straight
league wins since the Norwegian took over from the
sacked Mourinho in December to close in on the
Champions League places.

“He can become a top, top striker,” said
Solskjaer. “We can talk about Harry Kane and his
class and I’m sure Marcus as well. He’s got the
potential to get up there. “He’s got frightening pace,
he’s now become stronger and can hold the ball up
for us. He’s a great link player.”

Kane, 25, has set the goalscoring standards in
English football over the past three years-he was
the league’s top scorer in 2015/16 and 2016/17
before finishing runner-up to Liverpool’s Mohamed
Salah last season.

He won the Golden Boot at last year’s World Cup
and this season is joint-top scorer alongside
Arsenal’s Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang on 14 goals.
Rashford, 21, scored four goals in his first two senior
matches for United after being been given his debut

by then-manager Louis van Gaal in February 2016,
and established himself as a regular squad member
at Old Trafford. However, he was regularly restricted
to substitute appearances after Jose Mourinho
replaced Van Gaal as manager later that year, and
was often asked to play in a left-sided role, with
Romelu Lukaku as the central attacker.

Since returning to United, where he played as a
striker between 1996 and 2007, Solskjaer has spo-
ken repeatedly of the need to return to the attrac-
tive, attacking football that they played for much of
Alex Ferguson’s reign.

A central part of Ferguson’s philosophy was the
development of players from the club’s academy,
which Rashford joined at the age of seven.

United have a proud history of producing their
own talent, having included at least one youth-team
graduate in every first-team matchday squad since
October 1937. Solskjaer sees Rashford’s academy
background as valuable, suggesting the forward has
learned from a young age about the attacking style
traditionally associated with United. “Marcus has
been brought up here,” he said. “There were a cou-
ple of training sessions here (I watched) with the
young kids, and Chongy (Tahith Chong) and Angel
(Gomes) and him and Jesse, they played together in
a certain way. He’s a very exciting player to work
with.” Solskjaer, loaned to United by Norwegian
club Molde for the rest of this season, reiterated that
there have been no discussions with United’s execu-
tive vice-chairman Ed Woodward over the perma-
nent job despite his desire to take the hot seat.

“No, we’ve not had that conversation,” said
Solskjaer. “You don’t plan five or six months ahead
and then suddenly change that after two weeks. No,
nothing’s changed. We just keep working every sin-
gle day on improving the team here.

“I work with a fantastic coaching staff, I have to
say. We’ll put a plan together on how we want to
look the next few months.” — AFP

Rashford can be as 
good as Kane, says 
Utd boss Solskjaer
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