
SYDNEY: Australia fended off an explosive century
from Rohit Sharma to post a morale-boosting 34-run
victory over India in the first one-day international in
Sydney yesterday. The Australians made 288 for five off
their 50 overs after winning the toss and restricted India
to 254 for nine.

Sharma blasted 133 off 129 balls in a scintillating effort
to keep India in the contest, while man-of-the-match Jhye
Richardson took four for 26 for Australia. It was a tonic for
the ailing Australians, coming off their first-ever home Test
series defeat to Virat Kohli’s India and after winning just
three of their previous 24 ODIs.  

Test discard Peter Handscomb topscored with 73 off
61 balls for Australia with Usman Khawaja and Shaun
Marsh also registered half-centuries.  “I am very pleased
with the performance,” Australia skipper Aaron Finch said.

“I think the way they rebuilt, Rohit and MS Dhoni, we
knew they will take it deep and we managed to pick up
the wickets at the right time. “We can always improve,
our execution with the ball was at times off. It will be a
good series.”

Handscomb, passed over this week by selectors for this
month’s two Tests against Sri Lanka, led the way with six
fours and two sixes. Fellow Test discard Marsh knocked
up 54 off 70 balls while Khawaja made 59 from 81.

India’s Bhuvneshwar Kumar finished with two for 66
and wrist-spinner Kuldeep Yadav claimed two for 54. “We
are not very pleased with the way we played,” Kohli said.
“I thought we were fine with the ball, score of 300-plus
was par on that wicket. We thought 280 was chaseable on
that wicket but losing three wickets in such a short span of
time is never good.

“Rohit was outstanding and MS Dhoni supported him
well but we could have done better with the tempo of
the game.” India lurched to a disastrous start, losing
three wickets in the first six overs, from which they failed
to recover. Shikhar Dhawan was out on the sixth ball of
the innings when he was leg before wicket for a first-ball
duck to ODI debutant Jason Behrendorff.

It got worse for India when Kohli was caught at square
leg off Richardson for three and two balls later Ambati
Rayudu was trapped leg before wicket by Richardson

after a review for a two-ball duck, leaving India rocking at
four for three.

Former World Cup-winning captain M.S. Dhoni put on
137 runs with Sharma for the fourth wicket to stabilise
India’s rocky start before he was out leg before wicket to
Behrendorff for 51 and his 68th ODI half-century.

Dhoni, 37, who has captained India 332 times across
the three formats, faced 96 balls and hit three fours and a
six. Sharma kept India in the contest with some prodi-
gious hitting, blasting six sixes and 10 fours.

But his mighty knock came to an end when he skied
Marcus Stoinis to Glenn Maxwell at deep mid-wicket to
end India’s remaining hopes.  All-rounder Stoinis
remained unbeaten on 47 off 43 balls with two fours and
two sixes, while limited-over specialist Glenn Maxwell fin-
ished 11 off just five balls in Australia’s innings.

Aaron Finch fell for six in the third over when he was
bowled by Kumar for the paceman’s 100th ODI wicket.
Alex Carey fell in Kuldeep’s first over when he attempted
to cut the leg-spinner, only to get an outside edge to
Sharma at slip for 24 off 31 balls.

Khawaja and Marsh put on 92 runs for the third
wicket before Khawaja was out leg before wicket to
spinner Ravindra Jadeja for 59 in the 29th over. Khawaja
was struck on the front pad while attempting to sweep
and sought a review but there was no ‘hot spot’ detect-
ed off the bat.

Marsh looked well set before he holed out to
Mohammed Shami off Kuldeep at long on, ending a 53-
run stand with Handscomb, who later found Dhawan at
extra cover off Kumar. The second match in the three-
match series takes place in Adelaide on Tuesday. — AFP

Olivier wrecks 
Pakistan again
JOHANNESBURG: Duanne Olivier took his third
five-wicket haul of the series as South Africa gained a
77-run first innings lead on the second day of the
third and final Test against Pakistan at the Wanderers
Stadium yesterday.

The fast bowler took five for 51 as Pakistan were

bowled out for 185. The tourists lost their last five
wickets for 16 runs. South Africa were 25 for one in
their second innings at tea, losing stand-in captain
Dean Elgar, who was caught behind off Mohammad
Amir for five.

Olivier was twice involved in crucial breakthroughs
in Pakistan’s innings. He ended an hour of frustration
for South Africa when he took two wickets in four balls
immediately after the morning drinks break, ending the
stubborn resistance of nightwatchman Mohammad
Abbas, who batted for 88 minutes and faced 51 balls in
scoring 11. Three balls later Asad Shafiq ducked a
bouncer but was caught behind off his glove.

Abbas and opening batsman Imam-ul-Haq, who
went on to make 43, were both dropped twice during
the first hour of play. South Africa also missed two
run-out opportunities. Pakistan were reduced to 91
for five when Imam was caught at second slip off
Vernon Philander but Babar Azam (49) and captain
Sarfraz Ahmed (50) put on 78 off only 61 balls for the
sixth wicket.

Kagiso Rabada ended the stand when Sarfraz was
caught at first slip and four balls later Olivier had
Azam caught at long leg. Olivier made it a double
strike when Faheem Ashraf was out first ball, splicing a
mistimed pull to short leg. — AFP
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England’s ‘biggest 
year in a generation’ 
starts with WI test
LONDON: England begin a 2019 that England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) chief executive Tom
Harrison believes represents a “once in a genera-
tion” opportunity with a West Indies tour that could
yet prove uncomfortably awkward.

With both a World Cup-a tournament the
England men’s team have never won-and an Ashes
on home soil on the horizon, it will be a challenge for
England’s leading cricketers in both the one-day and
Test formats to maintain their focus on the challenge
in front of them rather than be distracted by the big-
ger prizes ahead.

A three-Test tour and five-match one-day series
in the Caribbean, which gets underway with a
warm-up fixture against a West Indies Board XI in
Barbados next week, should provide a good barom-
eter of England’s progress.

Joe Root’s Test side are second in the world
rankings, while Eoin Morgan’s men top the equiva-
lent one-day standings. By contrast, the West Indies
are currently eighth in the Test table and ninth in the
ODI list.

England, fresh from an emphatic away Test series
win in Sri Lanka that followed a home success against
top-ranked India, will be firm favourites. And yet
England have won only one Test series in the West
Indies since 1968, when Michael Vaughan’s team
sealed a 3-0 victory in 2004.

They’ve toured the Caribbean twice more since
then, losing 1-0 in 2009 and then drawing 1-1 four
years ago after a build-up where ECB chairman
Colin Graves had dismissed the West Indies as
“mediocre”.

Root’s men will have to cope with the pressure
of being overwhelming favourites to beat a strug-
gling West Indies side who will be coached by an
Englishman in the recently-appointed Richard
Pybus. Yet for England, the stakes are even higher
in what will be Australian coach Trevor Bayliss’s
final year in charge before stepping down.
Following their miserable first-round exit at the
2015 World Cup, former England captain turned
ECB supremo Andrew Strauss, made limited-overs
cricket a priority. 

This year’s edition will prove the worth of that
policy. More than that, the fact the Ashes and the
World Cup fall in the same season-something that
hasn’t happened since the inaugural 1975 men’s
World Cup in England-could provide the ECB with
a massive opportunity to connect with a wider
British sporting public who have lost contact with
the game.

Many casual fans, and potential cricket lovers,
were ‘abandoned’ when the ECB decided to end live
free-to-air television coverage of home internation-
als after England’s 2005 Ashes triumph in favour of
more lucrative deals with satellite broadcasters.

But as Michael Atherton, the former England
captain turned The Times cricket correspondent
wrote, the absence of a major international football
tournament in 2019 offers cricket the chance to
“own” the summer in its birthplace.  — AFP

JOHANNESBURG: Pakistan batsman Imam-ul-Haq (R) avoids a bounce during the second day of the third
Cricket Test match between South Africa and Pakistan at Wanderers cricket stadium yesterday in
Johannesburg, South Africa. —AFP

Doncic’s 
3-pointer  helps
Mavs sink 
Timberwolves 
DALLAS: Rookie sensation Luka
Doncic drained the game-winning 3-
pointer, scored a team-high 29 points
and finished two rebounds shy of a
triple-double to lead the Dallas
Mavericks to a rare road win, 119-115
over the Minnesota Timberwolves on
Friday in Minneapolis. Doncic, the sec-
ond-leading All-Star vote-getter in the
Western Conference so far, went toe to
toe with the Wolves’ Karl-Anthony
Towns, who finished with a game-high
30 points plus 11 rebounds and four
blocks. Doncic had 12 assists. Doncic’s
game-winner, shot over Towns’ out-
stretched arm, swished through with
22.9 seconds left for a 117-115 lead. It
came just seconds after he threw away
an inbounds pass with Minnesota lead-
ing 115-114. However, the Wolves gave it
right back to set up the 19-year-old’s
heroics. Harrison Barnes added 23 points
for the Mavericks. Minnesota’s Andrew
Wiggins, coming off a 40-point per-

formance, finished with 17 points, and
Derrick Rose had 21 off the bench.

ROCKETS 141, CAVALIERS 113
James Harden posted his fourth 40-

point triple-double on the season, and
host Houston turned an early run into a
blowout of Cleveland, which lost its 12th
straight game. Harden finished with 43
points, 10 rebounds and 12 assists
despite sitting out the fourth quarter.
His 13th 40-point game this season set a
franchise record. Harden converted all
11 of his free throws. All 10 of his
rebounds came on the defensive end.
Houston’s Clint Capela had 19 points,
four rebounds and two blocked shots in
30 minutes. Cedi Osman paced
Cleveland’s starters with 15 points while
the backcourt of Alec Burks and Collin
Sexton totaled 27 points, 10 rebounds
and nine assists.

WARRIORS 146, BULLS 109
Klay Thompson buried three consec-

utive 3-pointers in the first 70 seconds
as host Golden State ran away from
Chicago in Oakland, Calif., and won its
third straight game. The win capped one
of the highest-scoring, season-series
sweeps in NBA history, with the
Warriors having blown out the Bulls
149-124 in Chicago on Oct. 29.
Thompson, who scored 52 points in the
October game, scored a game-high 30

points. Stephen Curry backed
Thompson with 28 points and a game-
high eight assists for the Warriors, and
Kevin Durant added 22 points. Zach
LaVine produced a team-high 29 points
for the Bulls.

JAZZ 113, LAKERS 95
Donovan Mitchell finished with 33

points and a career-high nine assists to
lead Utah’s rout of Los Angeles Lakers in
Salt Lake City. Three Jazz players fin-
ished with double-doubles: Rudy Gobert
(12 points, season-high 18 rebounds); Joe
Ingles (14 points, career-high 12
rebounds); and Derrick Favors (15 points,
season-high 13 rebounds). Michael
Beasley scored 17 points to lead the
Lakers. Brandon Ingram added 15 points,
and Kyle Kuzma chipped in 11 points and
eight rebounds. Los Angeles lost for the
sixth time in nine games without LeBron
James, who remained in Los Angeles due
to a groin injury. 

RAPTORS 122, NETS 105
Kawhi Leonard scored 20 points and

nabbed 11 rebounds as Toronto won its
season-high seventh consecutive home
game at the expense of Brooklyn. Leonard
has scored at least 20 points in a career-
best 18 straight games for the Raptors,
who avenged a 106-105 overtime loss in
Brooklyn on Dec 7. Pascal Siakam added
16 points for the Raptors, and Serge Ibaka

had 14 points and nine rebounds.
D’Angelo Russell amassed 24 points, six
rebounds and nine assists for the Nets.

HAWKS 123, 76ERS 121
John Collins hit the go-ahead jumper

with 9.5 seconds remaining to lift
Atlanta past host Philadelphia, which
played without All-Star center Joel
Embiid, sidelined due to a sore left ankle.
Kevin Huerter led the Hawks with a
career-high 29 points, Collins added 25,
and Dewayne Dedmon had 19. Rookie
Trae Young scored 18 points. Jimmy
Butler paced the Sixers with 30 points,
but he missed a pair of free throws with
2.4 seconds remaining after making his
first 12. Philadelphia’s Ben Simmons
recorded his seventh triple-double of
the season with 23 points, 15 assists and
10 rebounds. JJ Redick scored 20 points.

BLAZERS 127, HORNETS 96
CJ McCollum scored 30 points

despite sitting out the fourth quarter as
host Portland won its fourth straight
game and 11th in its last 15, romping past
Charlotte. Damian Lillard added 20
points and Jusuf Nurkic collected 11
points, 11 rebounds and eight assists for
the Trail Blazers. Kemba Walker scored
18 points but made only 5 of 19 shots
from the field for the Hornets, who lost
for the seventh time in 10 outings. Jeremy
Lamb added 15 points. — Reuters

Sharma fireworks thwarted as 
Australia beat India in 1st ODI

Test discard Handscomb topscored with 73 off 61 balls for Australia

SYDNEY: Australia’s wicketkeeper Alex Carey (L) appeals unsuccessfully for the LBW wicket of India’s batsman
Mahendra Singh Dhoni (C) during the first one-day international (ODI) match between Australia and India at the
Sydney Cricket Ground in Sydney yesterday. —AFP

SCOREBOARD

South Africa, first innings, 262
Pakistan, first innings (overnight 17-2)
Imam-ul-Haq c Elgar b Philander                                    43
Shan Masood c De Kock b Philander                              2
Azhar Ali c De Kock b Philander                                      0
Mohammad Abbas c De Bruyn b Olivier                         11
Asad Shafiq c De Kock b Olivier                                     0
Babar Azam c Rabada b Olivier                                       49
Sarfraz Ahmed c Amla b Rabada                                     50
Shadab Khan c De Bruyn b Rabada                                5
Faheem Ashraf c Zubayr Hamza b Olivier                        0
Mohammad Amir c Zubayr Hamza b Olivier                   10
Hasan Ali not out                                                               0
Extras: (b5, lb10)                                                              15
Total: (49.4 overs)                                                            185
Fall of wickets: 1-6 (Masood), 2-6 (Azhar), 3-53 (Abbas), 4-53
(Shafiq), 5-91 (Imam), 6-169 (Sarfraz), 7-169 (Azam), 8-169
(Ashraf), 9-185 (Amir)
Bowling: Steyn 12-4-35-0, Philander 13-4-43-3, Rabada 11.4-0-
41-2, Olivier 13-2-51-5.

Scores at the end of Pakistan’s first innings on the second day of
the third and final Test against South Africa at the Wanderers
Stadium yesterday:

SCOREBOARD

Australia
A. Carey c Sharma b Kuldeep                                          24
A. Finch b Kumar                                                              6
U. Khawaja lbw b Jadeja                                                   59
S. Marsh c Shami b Kuldeep                                            54
P. Handscomb c Dhawan b Kumar                                    73
M. Stoinis not out                                                              47
G. Maxwell not out                                                            11
Extras: (b4, lb2, nb2, w6)                                                 14
Total: (5 wickets; 50 overs)                                             288
Fall of wickets: 1-8 (Finch), 2-41 (Carey), 3-133 (Khawaja), 4-186
(Marsh), 5-254 (Handscomb)
Did not bat: J. Richardson, N. Lyon, P. Siddle, J. Behrendorff
Bowling: Kumar 10-0-66-2 (1w), Ahmed 8-0-55-0 (2w, 2nb),
Shami 10-0-46-0 (3w), Kuldeep 10-0-54-2, Jadeja 10-0-48-1,
Rayudu 2-0-13-0.

India
R. Sharma c Maxwell b Stoinis                                         133
S. Dhawan lbw b Behrendorff                                           0

V. Kohli c Stoinis b Richardson                                        3
A. Rayudu lbw b Richardson                                            0
M.S. Dhoni lbw b Behrendorff                                          51
D. Karthik b Richardson                                                   12
R. Jadeja c Marsh b Richardson                                       8
B. Kumar not out                                                               29
K. Yadav c Khawaja b Siddle                                            3
M. Shami c Maxwell b Stoinis                                          1
Extras: (lb7, nb1, w6)                                                       14
Total: (9 wickets; 50 overs)                                             254
Fall of wickets:  1-1 (Dhawan), 2-4 (Kohli), 3-4 (Rayudu), 4-141
(Dhoni), 5-176 (Karthik), 6-213 (Jadeja), 7-221 (Sharma), 8-247
(Yadav), 9-254 (Shami) 
Did not bat: K. Ahmed
Bowling: Behrendorff 10-2-39-2 (1w, 1nb), Richardson 10-2-26-4
(3w), Siddle 8-0-48-1, Lyon 10-1-50-0, Stoinis 10-0-66-2 (2w),
Maxwell 2-0-18-0.

Result: Australia win by 34 runs

Collated scoreboard in the first one-day international between Australia and India at the Sydney Cricket Ground yesterday:


