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Grooming equipment is seen at the Bespoken Man. A worker grooms a client at the Bespoken Man. A client looks on as he is shaved at the Bespoken Man.

Before male beauty parlors began popping
up in South Africa a few years ago, image-
conscious men like Gerhard Joubert felt

awkward being pampered and preened in salons
filled with women. “It’s a male environment. They
give you a whisky if you want a whisky. In the old
days we had to go to female hair salons,” said
Joubert, reclining in a luxury leather chair for a
pedicure in Sorbet Man, a men-only parlor in
Johannesburg.

“I think we need to look better after ourselves.
I think it’s often been ignored, particular in South
Africa.” Two decades ago, well-groomed celebri-
ties such as David Beckham began to change tra-
ditional attitudes towards masculinity, encourag-
ing swathes of men to take greater care of their
appearance and embrace the use of beauty prod-
ucts. South Africa has been slow to catch the

“metrosexual” wave, but a growing middle class
and the spread of fashion trends on social media
has seen global companies such as Unilever,
Procter & Gamble and L’Oreal target more prod-
ucts at African men.

Salon chains are opening men-only parlors to
sell these products and to meet the demand for
everything from manicures to eyebrow threading.
Sorbet Man was launched as a spinoff from a
women’s salon brand three years ago and now
has 20 franchise stores. It expects turnover to rise
50 percent this year. Rival male beauty shops are
springing up. “I think over the years the stigma
about male grooming has really limited men from
basically expressing themselves,” said Dexter
Pillay, co-owner of Bespoke Man, a salon in
Johannesburg’s business district.

“It’s changed now so drastically where men are

more metrosexual.” The global male grooming
product market is expected to reach $76 billion
by 2023 from $58 billion in 2017, according to
industry research. Africa offers companies the
chance to target millions of new consumers.
“Africa’s youthful population is seen as a market
opportunity as manufacturers look to target the
young modern male who is becoming increasingly
conscious about appearance,” said Nicola
Cooper, a trend analyst. — Reuters

Whisky with your wax? South Africa
rides ‘metrosexual’ wave

FIA worker gestures as he grooms a
client at the Bespoken Man, a full-service

gentleman’s barber shop in Sandton,
South Africa. — Reuters photos

London rapper
Octavian hopes

award will inspire
other homeless youth

London rapper Octavian, who on Friday won the
prestigious BBC Music Sound of 2019 award, said
he hoped his success would inspire other youth who

were homeless. “A few years ago I was sleeping between
tube stations, the streets and sofa-surfing. Everyone’s
situation is different,” Octavian told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation by email.

“I hope ... the progression I’ve had in my career so
far gives hope to homeless people that things can
change,” said the 23-year-old, whose full name is
Octavian Oliver Godji. The award has previously been
won by artists such as Adele, 50 Cent and Sam Smith.
Octavian became homeless at 14, and spent years on the
streets and sofa-surfing, he told the BBC, avoiding
drugs, unable at times to afford even a bus ticket - but
always involved in music.

News of his win was welcomed by Centrepoint, a
British homelessness charity. “Octavian winning the BBC
Music’s Sound of 2019 shows that if homeless young
people get the support they need they can go on to
achieve their potential,” Paul Noblet of Centrepoint said.
The charity estimates about 103,000 young people
asked for help from their local councils last year because
they were homeless or at risk of homelessness.

Octavian told the BBC that he was often shunned,
unable to afford food or clothes, and had fought with his
mother, teachers and the authorities. “I was just a bad
kid. I didn’t know how to harness my emotions,” he said,
adding that finding his craft had saved him. “It shows me
that anything’s possible.” The artist with Angolan her-
itage, and who counts Drake among his fans, blended
house, grime and dancehall to catch the attention of the
judges with his first full-length mixtape ‘Spaceman’
released last year.

“Octavian is not in any genre - he is absolutely in his
own lane,” said radio DJ Benji B. “He makes music that is
unique to him, and that is one of the many things that
makes him such a great artist.” Octavian is not the first
celebrity to have fallen on hard times before making his
name: musician Ed Sheeran said he slept outside
Buckingham Palace and on London underground trains,
while actors Halle Berry and James Bond star Daniel Craig
spent time in shelters and on park benches. —Reuters 

Michael Jackson
estate slams sex 
abuse documentary

Anew documentary that accuses Michael Jackson
of sexually abusing two boys has been
denounced by the late pop star’s estate as an

“outrageous and pathetic” attempt to exploit his name.
“Leaving Neverland,” which is to premiere at the
Sundance Film Festival later this month, recounts the
story of two men who are now in their 30s and allege
they were sexually abused by the King of Pop when
they were seven and 10.

“This is yet another lurid production in an outra-
geous and pathetic attempt to exploit and cash in on
Michael Jackson,” the singer’s estate said in a state-
ment carried by US media. It added that the “so-
called” documentary was “just another rehash of dated
a discredited allegations. It’s baffling why any credible
filmmaker would involve himself with this project.” A
synopsis reads: “At the height of his stardom, Michael
Jackson began long-running relationships with two
boys, aged seven and 10, and their families. 

“Now in their 30s, they tell the story of how they

were sexually abused by Jackson, and how they came
to terms with it years later.” The filmmakers have con-
firmed to Rolling Stone magazine that the accusers
featured in the documentary are choreographer Wade
Robson, who filed a lawsuit against Jackson in 2013
claiming the singer molested him when he was seven,
and James Safechuck, who sued Jackson’s estate over
sexual abuse charges.

Both lawsuits were dismissed in 2017. Director Dan
Reed, who is behind a documentary on the 2015 terror
attack against the French satirical magazine Charlie
Hebdo, has defended his two-part documentary,
named for Jackson’s famed California ranch. “If there’s
anything we’ve learned during this time in our history,
it’s that sexual abuse is complicated, and survivors’
voices need to be listened to,” he said in a statement. 

“It took great courage for these two men to tell
their stories and I have no question about their validi-
ty. “I believe anyone who watches this film will see and
feel the emotional toll on the men and their families
and will appreciate the strength it takes to confront
long-held secrets.” Jackson, who died on June 25 2009
after being given an overdose of the anesthetic propo-
fol, faced multiple allegations of child sex abuse during
his lifetime. He was acquitted of abuse at a 2005 trial
in California and paid a $15 million court settlement in
1994 over allegations involving another child.—AFP 

In this file photo Pop star Michael Jackson performs the first
of two concerts at the National Stadium in Singapore. — AFP

“Green Book” screenwriter Nick
Vallelonga has issued an apolo-
gy for an anti-Muslim tweet

from 2015 in which he expressed support
for false claims that Muslims were cele-
brating in New Jersey following the 9/11
terror attacks. “I want to apologize. I spent
my life trying to bring this story of over-
coming differences and finding common
ground to the screen, and I am incredibly
sorry to everyone associated with Green
Book,” he said in a statement late
Thursday.

“I especially deeply apologize to the
brilliant and kind Mahershala Ali, and all
members of the Muslim faith, for the hurt I
have caused,” he said. “I am also sorry to
my late father who changed so much from
Dr Shirley’s friendship and I promise this
lesson is not lost on me. ‘Green Book’ is a
story about love, acceptance and over-
coming barriers, and I will do better.” Ali,
who is Muslim, on Sunday won a Golden
Globe award for his role as the real-life
piano virtuoso Don Shirley in “Green
Book.” 

The film, which picked up two other
Golden Globes and is expected to be nom-
inated for the Oscars, recounts the unlikely
friendship between Shirley, who was black,
and his driver, Tony Lip (Vallelonga’s
father), during a concert tour through the
deep south in 1962. Vallelonga deleted his
Twitter account after the controversial
tweet dating back to November 2015
recently resurfaced on social media. The
tweet came in response to then candidate
Donald Trump’s claim that he saw thou-
sands of people cheering in Jersey City
after the terror attacks.

“@realDonaldTrump 100% correct,”
Vallelonga wrote at the time. “Muslims in
Jersey City cheering when towers went
down. I saw it, as you did, possibly on local
CBS news.” Participant Media, which co-
financed and produced “Green Book,” has
also released a statement denouncing
Vallelonga’s tweet. “We find Mr
Vallelonga’s Twitter post offensive, danger-
ous and antithetical to Participant Media’s
values. We reject it in no uncertain terms,”
it said. 

Earlier this week, the film’s director,
Peter Farrelly, was also in hot water
because of stories in several media outlets
in 1998 recounting his habit of flashing his
penis as a prank. He issued a statement on
Wednesday apologizing for his behavior.
“True. I was an idiot. I did this decades ago
and I thought I was being funny and the
truth is I’m embarrassed and it makes me
cringe now. I’m deeply sorry.”—AFP 

‘Green Book’ writer apologizes
for anti-Muslim 9/11 tweet

In the National Museum of Damascus,
archaeologist Muntajab Youssef works
on an ancient stone bust from Palmyra,

one of hundreds of artifacts his team is
painstakingly restoring after they were
damaged by Islamic State. Centuries-old
statues and sculptures were wrecked by
the jihadists when they twice seized con-
trol of the old city in central Syria during
the country’s war, which will go into its
ninth year in March.

The 1,800-year-old bust of a bejeweled
and richly clothed woman, The Beauty of
Palmyra, was damaged during the first
offensive on the city by Islamic State fight-
ers in 2015. After Syrian government forces
took back the city with Russian military
support in March 2016, the bust, alongside
other damaged ancient monuments, was
taken to Damascus and archived in boxes.
When restoration work on it began last
year, Youssef said it was in pieces. 

“The hands and face were lost com-

pletely, also parts of the dress and there
are areas that are weaker,” Youssef, who
has been working on the bust for two
months, said. Youssef is one of 12 archaeol-
ogists working on the arduous restoration
job, which first began with the of moving
the damaged pieces to Damascus.
Mamoun Abdulkarim, the former Head of
Syrian Antiquities, said that in some cases
brokenartefacts were transported in empty
ammunition boxes provided by the Syrian
army in Palmyra.

How many artifacts there are in total is
difficult to say, given the state they were
found in. The lack of documentation for the
artifacts also adds to the restoration chal-
lenge. “A big part of the documentation in
the Palmyra museum, was damaged with
the antiquities and computers,” archaeolo-
gist Raed Abbas said. “A statue needs pic-
tures ... in order to be rebuilt.”—Reuters

Archaeologists restore ancient Palmyra
artifacts in Damascus museum

In this file photo ‘Green Book’ co-writ-
ers Brian Currie, left, and Nick
Vallelonga, right, attend the 2019
National Board Of Review Gala at
Cipriani 42nd Street in New York City.

A specialist works on a damaged statue from Palmyra at Syria’s National Museum of
Damascus, Syria. — Reuters


