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12 civilians killed 
in jihadist attack 
in Burkina Faso
OUAGADOUGOU: Twelve civilians were killed on
Thursday during a jihadist attack in the north of
Burkina Faso, which has been battling a wave of
Islamist violence, officials said Friday. The west African
country declared a state of emergency in several
provinces at the end of last year and on Thursday
replaced its army chief as it struggled to put a stop to
a spate of such attacks. 

In the latest violence, gunmen attacked a village
market in broad daylight, the security ministry said in
a statement issued late Friday. “Around 30 armed indi-
viduals perpetrated... a terrorist attack in the village of
Gasseliki,” it said, giving a toll of 12 dead and two
wounded. “A barn, a cart and six shops were also set
alight,” it added. A local source told AFP that the
attackers “ransacked stores and opened fire on people
who had gathered for the weekly market”.

Jihadist attacks began in northern Burkina Faso in
2015 but then spread to the east, near the border with
Togo and Benin. The country is part of the vast Sahel
region and one of the poorest states in the world. The
region turned into a hotbed of violent extremism and
lawlessness after chaos engulfed Libya in 2011, which
was followed by an Islamist insurgency in northern
Mali and the rise of Boko Haram in northern Nigeria.

Most attacks in Burkina Faso itself have been
attributed to the jihadist group Ansarul Islam, which
emerged near the Mali border in December 2016, and
to the JNIM (the Group to Support Islam and
Muslims), which has sworn allegiance to Al-Qaeda in
the Islamic Maghreb. Ansarul Islam emerged as vio-
lence spilled over from Mali, where radical Islamists
seized key Sahara towns in 2012 before being ousted
by French troops. Smaller groups are also active, with
the overall number of fighters estimated to be in the
hundreds, according to security sources. —AFP

DURBAN: South African President Cyril Ramaphosa
unveils the ANC’s election manifesto yesterday with
pledges to transform the economy and fight corruption
as the ruling party tries to woo voters. Ramaphosa is
set to release details of the manifesto before tens of
thousands of supporters in the eastern city of Durban,
marking the start of four months of hectic campaigning.

The African National Congress (ANC), which has
ruled since the end of apartheid 25 years ago, is tipped
to win the election in May despite faltering support,
internal divisions and a sluggish economy. The party of
Nelson Mandela suffered a slump in popularity under
the scandal-ridden presidency of Jacob Zuma, who was
ousted last February after nine years at the helm. But a
recent IPSOS survey predicted the ANC could garner
as much as 61 percent in the national and provincial
elections.

At the legislative level, that would put it on a par
with its performance in 2014, when it picked up 62 per-
cent. In South Africa’s parliament, the party which holds
a majority of seats also selects the president. The fore-
cast upswing is pinned on the appointment of moderate
pro-business reformer Ramaphosa as president after
ANC lawmakers forced Zuma to resign as corruption
scandals piled up.

In an address earlier this week marking 107 years
since the party was founded, Ramaphosa admitted that
in “recent times, our movement has fallen short of our
people’s expectations”. And at a dinner on Friday night
he said some South Africans “tell harrowing stories
about what has not changed” since the end of apartheid
in 1994. “Our manifesto is a coherent and bold plan for
a better life for all, addressing the persistent realities of
unemployment, poverty and inequality,” he said.

The ANC now has a clear plan to boost the econo-
my, create jobs and reduce inequality, he said. “We will
step up the fight against corruption throughout society
and safeguard the integrity of the state”. Tens of thou-

sands of party activists dressed mostly in yellow party
colours converged at the 85,000-seater soccer stadi-
um in the coastal city of Durban for the launch of the
manifesto where they danced to music.

In a noisy and colorful display, dozens of motorbike
riders flying ANC flags, circled the pitch - revving up
their bikes to chants and applause from supporters on
the terraces. In a bruising internal party battle,
Ramaphosa won a power struggle to succeed Zuma,
whose favored candidate was Zuma’s former wife.
Senior party officials have this week fanned out across
the surrounding Kwa-Zulu Natal province, spreading
the message of a revived and unified party.

Party revival? 
“We are confident that this manifesto will lead to the

renewal of the mandate of the ANC to govern,” ANC
Secretary General Ace Magashule told reporters. “The
unity is there. It is visible.” Launching its election mani-
festo in heavily-populated KwaZulu-Natal — Zuma’s
home province and former stronghold — is a strategic
choice after last year’s divisions. Ramaphosa has pub-
licly tried to mend ties, sitting next to Zuma and prais-
ing him at party events.

In policy terms, the manifesto is set to underline the
ANC’s commitment to land reform to tackle racial
inequality — setting the stage for one of the election’s
fiercest battlegrounds. One of Ramaphosa’s flagship
pledges is to change the constitution to allow land to be
taken from minority white owners without compensa-
tion — a plan aimed at attracting landless black voters
but that has alarmed many foreign investors.

The South African economy is forecast to have
grown just 0.7 percent last year, with unemployment
remaining at record highs of over 27 percent. The ANC
will face the main opposition Democratic Alliance and
the radical leftist Economic Freedom Fighters party in
the election. Both parties hope to make gains due to the

ANC’s poor recent record and discontent over stark
post-apartheid inequality. But they have struggled to
dent the ruling party since Zuma’s fall.

Unemployed mother of six, Marriam Xobololo, 53,
from the rural area of eNgcobo in the Eastern Cape
province has voted for the ANC since 1994. “When
you join the ANC, it’s like when you accept Christ in
your heart. The ANC is just like Christ in my heart,” she

said as she waited for Ramaphosa to speak. “I will for-
ever vote for ANC, and I will die and perish voting for
the ANC. We are nothing without ANC”. Lungile
Nogabe, a businessman who drove to Durban from the
central city of Bloemfontein, said: “We lost support as
our members were disappointed, especially by corrup-
tion. Now that we have a new president, you will see
wonders.” —AFP

‘Our movement has fallen short of our people’s expectations’

Ruling ANC kick starts South African 
election season with slew of pledges

DURBAN: African National Congress (ANC) Secretary General Ace Magashule, Deputy Secretary Jessie
Duarte, former President Jacob Zuma, South African President Cyril Ramaphosa and Deputy President
David Mabuza and Treasurer General Paul Mashatile toast during the African National Congress’ (ANC)
107th anniversary celebrations at the Moses Mabhida Stadium. —AFP

Pro-Kabila
camp wins DRC
legislative poll 
KINSHASA: Parties supporting outgoing
Democratic Republic of Congo president
Joseph Kabila won a majority in long-
delayed legislative elections, according
to an AFP tally of results released yes-
terday, as the opposition sought a
recount of the disputed presidential poll.

Pro-Kabila parties had passed the
250-seat threshold required to secure a
majority in the 500-seat national assem-
bly, according to collated results from the
Independent National Election
Commission (CENI). More than 15,000
candidates were running in the poll,
which determines who will control parlia-
ment for the next five years. Pro-Kabila
candidates had secured 288 of the 429
seats so far declared, with 141 going to
the opposition.

The huge central African country,
which straddles an area the size of west-
ern Europe, has been in the grip of a two-
year political crisis triggered by Kabila’s
refusal to step down when his two-term
constitutional limit expired at the end of
2016. A presidential election to choose a
successor was delayed three times before
finally taking place on December 30, the
same day as the legislative poll. The poll’s
runner-up Martin Fayulu, an opposition
candidate tipped by pollsters as the likely
winner of the vote, told supporters on
Friday he would demand a recount.

He said he would challenge Corneille
Nangaa, head of the election commission
“to produce the tally reports from polling
stations in front of witnesses” and
Congolese and international observers.

Provisional results released on Thursday
gave Felix Tshisekedi, a rival opposition
candidate, 38.57 percent of the vote, just
ahead of Fayulu with 34.8 percent.
Emmanuel Ramazani Shadary, the candi-
date backed by Kabila, came a distant
third with 23.8 percent. 

The declared result was a surprise to
many observers of the mineral-rich but
poverty-stricken country, which has suf-
fered two major wars in the past 22
years, as well as bloodshed in elections
in 2006 and 2011 that saw Kabila
returned to office. Pre-election opinion
polls had flagged Fayulu as clear favorite
while Kabila critics predicted an out-
come rigged in favor of Shadary. The
powerful Roman Catholic church bluntly
said CENI’s provisional result “does not
correspond” with data that its 40,000
election monitors had collected at
polling stations. 

Fayulu’s bloc on Friday said he was the
true victor, claiming he had garnered 61
percent of the vote. Candidates have 48
hours after the result to file any appeal,
and the Constitutional Court has a week in
which to deliberate. “We don’t expect the
election to be annulled, but (a decision in
favour of) a recount,” Fayulu said.

Unstable giant 
Polling day had unfolded relatively

peacefully, but suspicions over the count
have deepened. The turmoil has darkened
hopes that the country will have its first
peaceful handover of power since it
gained independence in 1960.
International reactions to the results have
been guarded. Most leaders issued state-
ments calling for any disputes to be
resolved peacefully, but notably lacking
any congratulations for Tshisekedi. 

Competing appeals in the dispute were
pitched to the UN Security Council on
Friday. CENI chief Nangaa, speaking by

video conference, pleaded for “the new
authorities to be supported by the inter-
national community”. Bishop Marcel
Utembi, head of the Catholic church’s
conference of bishops, urged the Security
Council to ask CENI to release the
records of vote-counting at polling sta-
tions to allow for verification.

Tshisekedi-Kabila deal? 
Analysts said they believed Kabila, 47,

had sought to avoid the expected back-
lash and international condemnation that
would have followed had Shadary — the
candidate he publicly supported — been
declared winner. According to this sce-
nario, he therefore struck a deal with
Tshisekedi, head of the country’s oldest
and biggest opposition party.

Some commentators suggested Kabila
would have sought immunity from prose-
cution for his iron-fisted 18-year rule, and

protection from assets seizure in return
for offering his support. Thursday’s pre-
dawn announcement brought thousands
of Tshisekedi supporters onto the streets
in celebration, while others who had
backed Fayulu came out to protest. The
authorities late Friday imposed an 8pm-
5am curfew in Kikwit, a Fayulu strong-
hold in the west of the country, city mayor
Leonard Mutangu told AFP.

Five civilians were killed there on
Thursday in a police operation to curb
post-election violence, said National
Police spokesman Colonel Pierrot-
Rombaut Mwanamputu. Seventeen
police were injured, he said, denying ear-
lier reports of police fatalities. A relay
station of the national radio and televi-
sion broadcaster, RTNC, was also ran-
sacked, he added. In the eastern city of
Goma, at least one person was killed,
officials said.  —AFP

KINSHASA: Police stand in front of supporters of Democratic Republic of Congo
opposition leader and presidential candidate Martin Fayulu as they take part in
a protest to contest presidential election results. —AFP

Venezuela 
legislature calls 
for protest to
oust Maduro
CARACAS: Venezuela’s sidelined opposi-
tion-controlled legislature is calling for a
mass protest against President Nicolas
Maduro in a bid to oust the socialist leader
in favor of “a transitional government.”
Maduro, 56, was sworn in for a second
term on Thursday, having won a controver-
sial election in May that was boycotted by
the opposition and branded a fraud by the
United States, European Union and
Organization of American States.

The president of the National Assembly,
Juan Guaido, said Friday that the constitu-
tion gives the legislature the right to assume
transitional power after declaring Maduro a
“usurper,” but said it would need military
backing and for people to take to the streets
to demand change. “Is it enough to lean on
the constitution in a dictatorship? No. It
needs to be the people, the military and the
international community that lead us to take

over,” said the 35 year-old Guaido, speaking
to a crowd of around 1,000 opposition sup-
porters in Caracas. In response, prisons min-
ister Iris Varela threatened Guaido on
Twitter, saying she had a cell ready for him
— as Maduro dismissed the opposition as
“little boys.” “I hope you quickly name your
cabinet to know who is going to accompany
you,” Varela said.

Foreign support for Guaido 
But Guaido’s announcement was wel-

comed outside of Venezuela. US National
Security Advisor John Bolton said the
administration of President Donald Trump
“resolutely supports the Venezuelan
National Assembly, the only legitimate
branch of government duly elected by the
Venezuelan people,” and especially sup-
ports “the courageous decision” by Guaido
to “declare that Maduro does not legiti-
mately hold the country’s presidency.”

In Washington, OAS Secretary General
Luis Almagro recognized Guaido as head
of state, as the person at the top of
Venezuela’s only legitimate governing
body.  “We welcome the assumption of
@jguaido as interim President of
Venezuela,” Almagro tweeted. Brazil’s far-
right government welcomed Guaido’s
readiness to “constitutionally assume the
Venezuelan presidency.”

Guaido called for a mass protest on
January 23 — the day in 1958 on which the
military dictatorship of Marcos Perez
Jimenez fell. The National Assembly has
dismissed Maduro’s election as illegitimate,
but the body has been sidelined by the
president’s power grab. Having lost control

of the legislature in 2016, Maduro last year
created a rival Constituent Assembly filled
with loyalists. And all decisions taken by
the National Assembly are considered null
and void by Venezuela’s Supreme Court,
the pro-government Supreme Justice
Tribunal. —AFP

CARACAS: View of a flag with a design against Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro during an extraordinary open meeting of Venezuela’s opposition-led
National Assembly, in front of the UNDP headquarter. —AFP

Many feared dead 
after petrol tanker 
blast in Nigeria
WARRI: Nigerian police yesterday said many people were
feared dead after a petrol tanker veered off the road, caught
fire and exploded as people tried to recover fuel. The vehicle
crashed in the Odukpani area of the southeastern state of
Cross River, just north of the state capital, Calabar, at about
5pm (1600 GMT) on Friday. Local residents rushed to col-
lect the leaking fuel when it caught fire, triggering the blast.

Cross River state police spokeswoman Irene Ugbo said
the blast could have been sparked by the clashing of steel
containers used to scoop up the petrol. “I can’t confirm the
exact number of casualties,” she said, adding: “The casual-
ties are high.” The injured were taken to the University of
Calabar Teaching Hospital for treatment to varying
degrees of burns. One local resident, Akpan Imon, said at
least 18 people were killed. “I counted 18 bodies including
women and children burnt beyond recognition,” he said.

“I believe the casualty level could be more because
people from other neighboring communities had thronged
the scene.” Another local, Sunday Ibor, said “over 20 bod-
ies” were taken to the local government secretariat. Petrol
tanker and pipeline blasts are common in Nigeria, where
despite the country’s multi-billion-dollar oil and gas indus-
try, most people live in poverty. Fires and explosions often
occur as people try to siphon fuel from pipelines and also
following accidents involving fuel tankers on badly main-
tained road. —AFP


