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Obama protege 
Julian Castro set 
to join 2020 race
SAN ANTONIO: Former mayor of San
Antonio, Texas and Obama-era cabinet
member Julian Castro was expected yes-
terday to launch his bid to become the
nation’s first Hispanic president, schedul-
ing his announcement in a border state
central to America’s immigration debate.
Castro would become the most high-pro-
file Democrat to date to officially enter
the 2020 race, which is expected to
include a diverse field of candidates eager
to challenge President Donald Trump.

But the 44-year-old would be among
the underdogs in a political showdown
that may well feature heavyweights like
former vice president Joe Biden, US sen-
ators Elizabeth Warren, Bernie Sanders
and Kamala Harris, and perhaps even
billionaire businessman Michael
Bloomberg. Congresswoman Tulsi
Gabbard of Hawaii, a progressive
Democrat, said Friday she will officially
announce her presidential run in the
coming days.

Castro’s strong oratory skills, experi-
ence as Barack Obama’s housing secre-
tary and as mayor of the nation’s seventh

largest city, not to mention his telegenic
charisma, could help propel the Texas
native into the top tier. He would also
become the third prominent Latino pres-
idential candidate in four years, after
Republican senators Ted Cruz and
Marco Rubio fought Trump for their par-
ty’s nomination in 2016.

Castro’s candidacy could also help
revive Democratic enthusiasm among
Latino voters, who supported Hillary
Clinton but at a lower rate than Obama.
Trump made immigration a flashpoint of
that race, and it remains among the
nation’s most contentious issues. The US
government remains locked in a partial
shutdown, soon to begin its fourth week,
over Trump’s demand for $5.7 billion in
border wall funding.

A “great guy” 
Castro’s national profile took off in

2012 when he became the first Latino to
give a keynote address at the Democratic
National Convention. Four years later he
was a finalist to be Clinton’s running
mate. Castro, a fierce Trump critic, is a
third generation American. Last year he
said he probably would not be in the
United States if today’s strict immigration
policies were in place when Castro’s
grandmother crossed the border as a
young girl in 1922.

In his convention speech Castro high-
lighted “an unlikely journey” that he has

lived, including growing up with twin
brother Joaquin, who is a US congress-
man. The phrase became the title of his
new memoir that was published last
month. He has kept the contents of his
announcement secret, but he is widely
expected to reveal his White House
ambitions.  “I’ll tell you and I’ll tell the
world what I’m going to do,” he said this
week on MSNBC.

Castro does not yet have the national
recognition of luminaries Biden, Sanders
and Warren. Dena Grayson, a
Democratic strategist, said Castro is a
“great guy” and “phenomenal public
speaker” who has potential broad appeal
in states with large numbers of Hispanic
voters, like California, Texas and Florida.
But standing out in a crowded field will
be “difficult,” Grayson added. —AFP

WASHINGTON DC: In this file photo taken on April 18, 2016 Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development Julian Castro addresses the North American Building
Trades Union National Legislative Conference. —AFP

Congresswoman
Gabbard set to
run for president
WASHINGTON: Democratic congress-
woman Tulsi Gabbard, an Iraq war veteran
who met dictator Bashar Al-Assad in Syria
during that country’s devastating civil war,
said Friday that she is launching a US presi-
dential bid. “I have decided to run and will
be making a formal announcement within
the next week,” Gabbard told CNN. 

If elected, the 37-year-old lawmaker
would be the youngest president in US his-
tory. She is the first Hindu member of
Congress and its first Samoan American.
“There are a lot of reasons for me to make
this decision. There are a lot of challenges
that are facing the American people that I’m
concerned about and that I want to help
solve,” she said, citing health care access
and climate change among them.

Gabbard sits on the House Foreign
Affairs Committee, where she is able to
influence US foreign policy. “There is one
main issue that is central to the rest, and
that is the issue of war and peace,” Gabbard
added. “I look forward to being able to get
into this and to talk about it in depth when
we make our announcement.” Gabbard was
born in American Samoa and was raised in
Hawaii, where she is known to surf.

The previous Democratic president,
Barack Obama, was also raised in Hawaii,
and is the only president who was born in
the island state. Gabbard’s announcement
comes ahead of what is expected to be a
wave of high-profile candidates throwing
their hats in the ring. Senator Elizabeth
Warren has formed an exploratory commit-
tee for a presidential bid, and last week
took a high-profile trip to the early voting
state of Iowa.

Former vice president Joe Biden and
progressive Senator Bernie Sanders, whom
Gabbard supported over Hillary Clinton in
the 2016 Democratic primaries, are also
mulling entering the race. —AFP

PHILADELPHIA: In this file photo US Representative Tulsi Gabbard speaks during
Day 2 of the Democratic National Convention at the Wells Fargo Center. —AFP

Kidnapped US teen
found alive months 
after parents’ murder
GORDON: A 21-year-old man has been charged with
murdering the parents of an American teen as part of a
calculated plot to kidnap her, police said Friday, after 13-
year-old Jayme Closs was found alive following three
months in captivity. The subject of a nationwide search
since her parents were found murdered in their home in
rural Wisconsin in October, Closs made a seemingly
miraculous escape Thursday afternoon, seeking help
from a neighbor who alerted authorities.

Minutes later, police arrested the man she identified
as her captor, Jake Thomas Patterson, and have charged
him with abducting Closs and fatally shooting her par-
ents. “Jayme was taken against her will and escaped
from the residence in which she was being held and
found help,” Barron County Sheriff Chris Fitzgerald told
reporters.  The teen was said to be in good health and
was to be reunited with her extended family late Friday.
She was cleared to leave the hospital and has been talk-
ing to investigators. “She is doing as well as circum-
stances will allow,” Fitzgerald said. Patterson, who had
no previous criminal record in Wisconsin, is accused of
carefully planning his attack — specifically targeting the
young teen for reasons that remained unclear. He was to
appear in court Monday. 

Crying teen sought neighbor’s help 
Closs was being held in a rural home approximately

75 miles north of her home in Barron, Wisconsin. She
escaped and ran to a vacation cabin where Jeanne
Nutter was just returning from walking her dog at
around 4:30 pm Thursday. “She said she was lost, she
didn’t know where she was,” Nutter told AFP. “I didn’t
know the situation until she got near me, and then she
told me her name, and I knew who she was because I’d
seen her picture everywhere.”

The 66-year-old took the teen to a neighbor’s home,
where they called police. Nutter said Closs appeared
traumatized but in good physical condition, wearing an
oversized sweatshirt and large shoes that were clearly
not her own. “She was crying when I first met her, but
once I grabbed hold of her and held her as she walked,
then she was calm,” she said. 

Trail had gone cold 
Detectives have not yet established what had hap-

pened to the teen over the last three months, the motive
for the kidnapping, or how she escaped. Patterson was
the authorities’ only suspect, described as unemployed
and a long-time resident of rural Gordon. He was arrest-
ed Thursday without resistance while driving in his car.
Police believe he had been searching for Jayme.

The sheriff said they found a number of weapons at
his home, including a shotgun that resembled the one
used to shoot open the Closs’s front door in the middle
of the night on October 15 and kill Jayme’s parents
James Closs, 56, and Denise Closs, 46. A nationwide
search for Jayme had left law enforcement frustrated
with few clues and a trail that had gone cold. 

“The suspect had specific intentions to kidnap Jayme
and went to great lengths to prepare to take her,” the
sheriff said, such as shaving his head to avoid leaving
traces of identifying evidence behind.  There were no
immediate links that explained how or why Patterson
allegedly targeted Jayme Closs. While the young man
worked at the same meat processing plant as Jayme’s
parents nearly three years ago, he did so for only one
day and police said there is no evidence that there was
any contact between them. “At this time, nothing in this
case shows the suspect knew anyone at the Closs home
or at any time had contact with anyone in the Closs fam-
ily,” Fitzgerald said. —AFP

OTTAWA: Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau on
Friday accused China of ignoring a former Canadian
envoy’s “diplomatic immunity” when it detained him last
month along with a compatriot. Michael Kovrig was
arrested on December 10 in China, after taking a leave
from his diplomatic posting to work for the
International Crisis Group (ICG) think tank.

China detained former diplomat Michael Kovrig and
businessman Michael Spavor last month, accusing them
both of activities that “endanger China’s security”-a
phrase often used by Beijing when alleging espionage.
Their detentions are thought to be in retaliation for
Canada’s arrest on a US request of Huawei vice presi-
dent Meng Wanzhou, who is accused of violating Iran
sanctions.

“It is unfortunate that China has arbitrarily and
unfairly detained two Canadian citizens, and indeed in
one of the cases is not respecting diplomatic immunity,”
said Trudeau. “This is something that we are engaged
right now both with Chinese officials and with our part-
ners around the world where there is a concern for the
need for all countries to do like Canada and to respect
the rule of law and the independence of our judicial
processes.”

It was the first public comment on Kovrig’s status.
Officials previously said he was on an unpaid leave
from his Canadian government job. According to the
Vienna Convention, persons carrying a diplomatic
passport enjoy immunity when they are abroad.
Trudeau’s statement therefore suggests that Kovrig
carried such a passport while on sabbatical, which is
possible if authorized by Canada’s foreign ministry.

Ottawa has called-backed by Australia, Britain,
France, Germany, the European Union and the United
States-for the Canadians’ immediate release. On
Thurday, the Netherlands, Latvia, Lithuania, and
Estonia also added their voices of support for Canada.
China’s Ambassador to Canada Lu Shaye, in a letter to
a Canadian newspaper on Wednesday, accused Ottawa

and its allies of applying a “double standard” in criticiz-
ing the detentions of Kovrig and Spavor while defend-
ing Meng’s arrest, attributing this to “Western egotism
and white supremacy.”

Voting rights 
In other news, Canada’s top court on Friday con-

firmed the voting rights of expatriates by ruling that a
law-already repealed last month-wrongly denied those
living abroad for five years or more a chance to cast a
ballot. In a 5-2 decision, the Supreme Court said the
regulation infringed on Canadian expats’ constitutional
right to vote, which Chief Justice Richard Wagner
called a “fundamental political right” and “a core tenet
of our democracy.”

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s Liberal government
had already reformed the elections act, doing away with
the five-year provision last month. But the ruling was
still widely viewed as important in that it would prevent
future governments from bringing back the restrictions.
The impugned sections of the act had been on the
books since 1993 but had only been used during the
previous Tory government’s decade in office, to 2015.

The law was challenged by two Canadians living in
the United States. They both tried to vote in the 2011
election but were rebuffed due to the residency
requirement. Over the past century, Canada has
expanded the right to vote, originally restricted to
property-owning men aged 21 or older, to women,
racial minorities, persons once described as suffering
from a “mental disease,” prison inmates and soldiers
and diplomatic staff posted abroad. Residence, the
court noted, was one of the last restrictions on the right
to vote in Canadian federal elections.

The majority of the court said the government failed
to justify the measure, and called it overly broad.
“While it seeks to bar people from voting who lack a
sufficient connection to Canada, no correlation has
been shown between, on the one hand, how long a

Canadian citizen has lived abroad and, on the other
hand, the extent of his or her subjective commitment to
Canada,” said the ruling. “Many non-resident citizens
maintain deep and abiding connections to Canada
through family, online media and visits home, and by
contributing taxes and collecting social benefits,” the
justices noted.

In a dissenting opinion, Justices Suzanne Cote and
Russell Brown called the five-year rule “a reasonable

limit” on voting rights. “Opening the vote to long-term
non-residents... would be a regressive development,
undermining the longstanding and entirely salutary
practice in Westminster parliamentary democracies of
privileging local connections in deciding who may elect
local representatives,” they wrote. According to the
government, an estimated three million Canadians or
nine percent of the population live abroad. Expatriate
voting has historically been low. —AFP

Canada’s top court confirms expats’ voting rights

Trudeau: China ignored diplomatic 
immunity in detaining Canadian

LA MALBAIE, CANADA:  Trump and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau hold a meeting on the sidelines
of the G7 Summit in La Malbaie, Quebec, Canada. Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and US President
Donald Trump denounced China’s “arbitrary detention” of two Canadians during a telephone call. —AFP

Iowa congressman 
under fire for racism
WASHINGTON:  The lone black Republican in the US
Senate launched a blistering attack Friday on a fellow
Republican congressman who has been accused of making
racist comments. “Some in our party wonder why Republicans
are constantly accused of racism — it is because of our
silence when things like this are said,” Senator Tim Scott said
of the remarks by Representative Steve King of Iowa.

King, in an interview with The New York Times this week,
asked how the terms “white nationalist” and “white suprema-

cist” had become offensive to Americans. “White nationalist,
white supremacist, Western civilization — how did that lan-
guage become offensive?” King said. “Why did I sit in classes
teaching me about the merits of our history and our civiliza-
tion?” Scott responded to King’s remarks with a column in
The Washington Post, and they were also denounced by sev-
eral other members of the Republican Party. “Anyone who
needs ‘white nationalist’ or ‘white supremacist’ defined,
described and defended does lack some pretty common
knowledge,” said the senator from South Carolina.

“White nationalists and white supremacists have strewn
(havoc) across our nation for hundreds of years,” he said.
“When people with opinions similar to King’s open their
mouths, they damage not only the Republican Party and
the conservative brand but also our nation as a whole,”

Scott said. Kevin McCarthy, leader of the Republican
minority in the House of Representatives, also condemned
King’s comments.

“Everything about white supremacy and white nationalism
goes against who we are as a nation,” McCarthy said. “Steve’s
language is reckless, wrong, and has no place in our society.”
King insisted to the Times that he was not racist and pointed
out pictures on Twitter of him meeting people of various reli-
gions and races. “I want to make one thing abundantly clear; I
reject those labels and the evil ideology that they define,”
King added in a statement. King described himself — “like the
Founding Fathers” — as an advocate for Western values and
“simply a nationalist.” King is known for espousing hard-line
views on immigration and has long backed building a wall
along the southern border with Mexico. —AFP


