
COLOMBO: A group of female well-achievers have
arrived in Sri Lanka’s capital Colombo and already vis-
ited some of the nation’s iconic sites. Excursion of the
high school female students is as part of the ‘Be Among
the Excellent’ annual cultural program organized by
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development
(KFAED). They started their journey by touring promi-
nent tourist attractions and enjoying shopping in the
city, as well as visiting the Old Parliament, Independent
Square, the mini White House, besides many other
interesting places in Colombo. The students expressed
their happiness and excitement for discovering Sri
Lanka’s attractions and culture, and for being briefed
on projects funded by KFAED there.

Student Manayer Al-Enezi said, “At first I hesitated
to go on a trip to Sri Lanka, but later I changed my
mind, as despite the simple life style, we were able to
learn about many new cultures.” Meanwhile, student
Nour Al-Dubaib said, “I really enjoyed our trip today in
Colombo, as we visited many tourist attractions.” 

The students are due to depart Colombo today,
heading to Kandy, as they will visit elephants’ reserve,
as well as viewing KFAED projects of renovated
bridges, and other development projects in areas and
villages there. They have also conducted other enter-
taining and cultural tours like visiting a Sri Lankan vil-
lage and Royal Botanic Gardens. Their visit to Sri
Lanka will end by January 18.

Sharifa Al-Sabah, a press official at KFAED and
head of the delegation, had said upon departure that
Sir Lanka was chosen due to the nation’s solid ties with
Kuwait through KFAED, as well as for the country’s
geographical and cultural diversity. 

KFAED has contributed to a number of key projects
in Sri Lanka, she said, indicating that the 12 Kuwaiti
female well-achieves would be acquainted during the
visit with the country’s cultural landmarks and the
Fund’s activities there. The delegation also includes
Fatma Al-Tirkait from KFAED, as well as Manal Al-
Mutairi and Sheikha Al-Kouh from the Ministry of
Education. 

Tajikistan
Meanwhile, a delegation, compromising of 12

excelling male high school students, headed to Tajikistan
on a trip sponsored by KFAED in coordination with the
Ministry of Education. As part of the 11th ‘Be Among the
Excellent’ program, the KFAED continues to provide
support to excelling students via trips to countries and
areas benefiting from the fund’s loans and grants. Sarraf

said that the fund was and will continue to be an entity
that would support to education and students. The trip,
which will last until January 17, aims at broadening the
student’s knowledge about other countries and also act
as a medium to inform them about Kuwait’s generous
contributions to the world, said Sarraf. He added that the
current trip will include meetings with Tajik officials and
also would include visits to cultural, historic, and touristic
sites. The KFAED and the Ministry of Education had
chosen the students according to their achievements,
revealed Sarraf.

In the meantime, Tajikistan’s Ambassador to Kuwait
Zubaydov Zubaydullo Najotovich lauded His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for
building a reputation for Kuwait as a nation of active
political role and strong humanitarian reputation.
Ambassador Najotovich said that Tajikistan was eager to
welcome the 12-student delegation. The KFAED-spon-
sored trip will include various activities and visits, show-
ing the fund’s contribution to the development of
Tajikistan, said the Ambassador.

The students will view KFAED’s efforts in Tajikistan
and hopefully the trip will leave an impression on them,
affirmed the Ambassador who hoped that the visit would
contribute to the further development of bilateral ties.
The KFAED had help Tajikistan to develop its infrastruc-
ture and boots the country’s energy capacity through
various projects in Tajikistan, a country known for its
water resources representing around 60 percent of
drinkable water in the central Asia region.

During his last visit to Kuwait, President of Tajikistan
Emomali Rahmon discussed with His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah the possibil-
ity of boosting cooperation within water resources. He
indicated that Tajikistan is seriously focusing on promot-
ing water resources worldwide through its cooperation
with the UN on the ‘2018-2028 International Decade for
Action, Water for Sustainable Development,’ an initiative

gathering 170-member countries. Regarding relations
with Kuwait, Ambassador Najotovich revealed that since
the opening of the embassy in 2012, Tajikistan and
Kuwait had set plans to boost ties on all possible
spheres. He commended the level of cooperation
between Kuwait and Tajikistan, namely within the cultur-
al domain with the continuous visits by Tajik musical
groups to the Gulf country. —  KUNA
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Kuwaiti female well-achievers
visit landmarks in Sri Lanka

Excelling male students head to Tajikistan on KFAED-funded trip

COLOMBO: A group of Kuwaiti female students pose for a picture at the Independence Square in Colombo, Sri Lanka. —KUNA

A group of male Kuwaiti students take a picture before heading to Tajikistan on a KFAED-funded trip.

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in
Kuwait, announced its Gold sponsorship of the annual
Omrah trip organized by the National Union of Kuwait
Students (NUKS) - Kuwait University branch. The trip to
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, held from 9 - 12 January,
features nearly 150 students and their families. Zain’s sup-
port to the NUKS annual Omrah trip comes in line with
its commitment towards supporting and encouraging var-
ious student activities, which falls under the company’s
Corporate Sustainability and Social Responsibility strate-
gy. Zain’s strategy closely focuses on contributing to the
development of the education sector by partnering with
many organizations, including student bodies, to invest in
education, which the company considers an essential ele-

ment of the further progress of national economy.  
The Omrah trip, organized annually by the National

Union of Kuwait Students (NUKS) - Kuwait University
branch, featured this year nearly 150 students, their fami-
lies, and religious figures that contributed to enriching the
trip’s program. The annual Omrah trip is considered one of
the most prominent student activities organized by NUKS
for Kuwait University’s students with the aim of enriching
their spiritual aspect.  Zain’s support to NUKS springs
from the company’s core Corporate Sustainability and
Social Responsibility strategy. The company believes that
supporting the various educational programs and initia-
tives provides young people with skills and tools necessary
to help them highlight and develop their potential, ulti-
mately contributing to Kuwait’s progress.

As a leading national company, Zain firmly believes in
the importance of contributing to the progress of the edu-
cation sector, and looks to empower and prepare the
nation’s youth for the important roles they will play in the
further progress of the country. 

Zain sponsors NUKS
annual Omrah trip 

KUWAIT: Zain and NUKS KU staff with participants in the Omrah trip.

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in
Kuwait, hosted the orientation session for the partici-
pants of LOYAC’s Thailand Program at the Zain
Innovation Center (ZINC) in the company’s main head-
quarters in Shuwaikh. The program is organized by LOY-
AC, a non-profit organization that aims at developing the
youth’s talents and skills, and comes in exclusive sponsor-
ship by Zain.

Zain’s exclusive sponsorship to this cultural program
comes as part of the company’s Strategic Partnership with
LOYAC, which continues this year for over 15 consecutive
years. The partnership comes in line with the company’s
Corporate Sustainability Strategy, which closely focuses
on enriching innovation and creativity within Kuwait’s
youth, especially in regards to developing and nurturing
the skills of young girls, expanding their cultural senses,
and empowering them within the community. 

Zain hosted the orientation session for LOYAC’s
Thailand Program at the Zain Innovation Center (ZINC)
in the company’s main headquarters in Shuwaikh with
the attendance of the participating girls, their parents,
as well as Zain and LOYAC’s teams. During the session,
the girls and their parents were briefed about the trip’s
full program, its activities, and the destinations that will
be visited. Zain’s exclusive sponsorship to this cultural
program comes in line with its commitment to support
any entity that offers the proper educational environ-
ment for the next generation as per the highest interna-
tional standards. The company will spare no efforts in
offering its support to such initiatives and programs that
serve the community and contribute to the further
progress of the country.

The Thailand Program, organized by LOYAC, aims at
offering girls aged 14 - 18 with an opportunity to take
part in an educational and cultural trip to the Kingdom of
Thailand. The trip’s program was designed to offer par-
ticipants a chance to learn about Thai culture, explore
Bangkok and its markets, as well as explore distant Thai
villages through volunteering. The program aims to
enrich the girls’ skills, develop their personalities, as well
as offer them the chance to be confident in themselves
and work as one team. The trip features many activities,

including bamboo utensils and pot making, Thai cuisine
cooking lesson, community service to renew and build
homes of elderly and underprivileged families, and more. 

The Zain Innovation Center (ZINC) is a hub for entre-
preneurs and digital investments launched as a platform
for the innovations of students, youth, and entrepreneurs.
ZINC encourages young minds to think and act creative-
ly outside of the norm in an open, supportive environ-
ment for entrepreneurs to generate new ideas and devel-
op them into viable opportunities.

Last year, Zain’s support to LOYAC extended to a
great number of educational initiatives and programs that
catered to developing the youth’s skills and talents,
including the KON Social Entrepreneurship Program
brought to Kuwait in collaboration with Babson College
in Boston, considered the most prestigious entrepreneur-
ship college in the United States and the number one
institution in the world for entrepreneurship education.
The company also offered its exclusive support to
LOYAC’s Internship Program at the United Nation’s
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD),
as well as the LOYAC AC Milan Soccer School, and more.

During October - December 2018, Zain hosted stu-
dents of the LOYAC part-time training program who
worked at the company’s various divisions, giving them
an opportunity to gain experience in the private sector
work environment. Zain also offered the students finan-
cial rewards in recognition of their efforts and as an
encouragement to their dedication.

Zain is proud to be one of the Strategic Partners of
LOYAC since its inception, especially that it is considered
one of the most prominent national programs that cater
to the youth and offers them a healthy and empowering
environment to develop their skills and talents in an edu-
cational, fun, and social atmosphere. 

Since its inception in 2002, LOYAC has grown to be
the first choice of the youth in Kuwait when it comes to
innovative and high quality educational programs. LOY-
AC runs several programs for the youth to develop their
professional skills, enhance their personal growth and to
help them find their sense of purpose by extending them-
selves to others. 

Zain hosts LOYAC’s Thailand
Program orientation session 

KUWAIT: Zain LOYAC Thailand Program participants with Zain and LOYAC teams at ZINC.

KUWAIT: The Ministry of  Commerce and
Industry issued 22,904 commercial  l icenses
including 18,057 for sole proprietorship compa-
nies between January 1 and end of December,
2018. The ministry said, in a press release yester-
day, that it had issued the permits to the sole pro-
prietorship companies and 12,067 for companies
post establishment via Kuwait business center —
the single counter. Moreover, the department had
released other types of licenses for mobile busi-
nesses, 346, for small businesses and 5,178 ones
for branches of the single owner companies.

Economic hurdles 
In other news, Minister of State for Economic

Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel said yesterday that Arab

nations are fully capable of dealing with any
obstacles that could impede economic growth and
development. Cross-nation cooperation is the
only way forward to ensure that the Arab region’s
development goals ultimately come to fruition, the
minister said in a statement after she recently
presided over pan-Arab talks on economic devel-
opment. The mounting challenges facing many
Arab nations, including difficulties thrust upon job
seekers, “behoove us to take all necessary meas-
ures to keep economic growth steady,” she
explained. Earlier last week, senior officials from
the Kuwait-based Arab Planning Institute came
together for talks focusing on what more the
organization can do to contribute to economic
development in the region. — KUNA
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