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It is well known that the Kuwaiti nationality
law has defined the terms and regulations
of granting Kuwaiti nationality. This matter

is under the discretion of the ministry of interi-
or as a security authority in the state. This
issue has several facets, from legal to humane,
and I would like to take up the matter as a
Kuwaiti citizen. It seems that most of the talk is
always about the children of the Kuwaiti man
who gets married to a non-Kuwaiti, but little is
mentioned about this non-Kuwaiti woman and
her rights as a wife, or the potential complica-
tions that such marriages may face.

This issue has always been argumentative
between supporters and opponents and the
conditions related to naturalization of this
woman in case she wants to get Kuwait i
nationality. Some of the conditions in the law
are known to all - the first requirement for
obtaining Kuwaiti nationality is that the person
must be born in Kuwait or abroad to a Kuwaiti
father. So obtaining Kuwaiti nationality will be
a normal matter through official channels. This
applies to all children regardless of the number
of wives or their nationalities. 

Other conditions for getting Kuwaiti citizen-
ship include providing the country with great
and exceptional services. There are other con-
ditions too, but I don’t want to dwell on them
today because I would like to focus on the nat-
uralization of non-Kuwaiti women who marry
Kuwaitis. I am not against the marriage of any
Kuwaiti man to a non-Kuwaiti woman, as it is a
private decision. But I hope any man who
wants to marry a non-Kuwaiti explains to her
the situation - good or bad - especially in case
of divorce or death or separation, because
frankness and honesty is needed to protect her
rights as a human and a wife, if not a mother. 

Article 8 of the nationality law stipulates
that the marriage of a foreign woman to a
Kuwaiti will not allow her to become Kuwaiti
unless she declares to interior minister her
desire to obtain nationality. This condition
requires that they continue their marriage for
at least five years from the date of declaring
their desire to obtain citizenship.

For years, it was necessary to submit a
request to declare the desire as a condition for
the wife to obtain Kuwaiti nationality and a
period of five years of marriage. A proposal
was raised by the National Assembly aimed at
canceling the declaration of the desire as a
condition for the wife to get Kuwaiti nationali-
ty. But I think the desire of the wife is a must -
maybe she has no interest. 

The government allows a Kuwaiti husband
to naturalize his foreign wife after five years of
marriage, while the old time limit for Kuwaiti
citizenship was 20 years. I think this matter
was an issue between supporters and oppo-
nents for many years. I see that the decision to
marry any national is personal, but a man is
obliged to take care of his wife and protect her
legal status in the country, especially in the
case of having children, because after all she is
the mother. Kids will always need their mother
regardless of her nationality, their age or status
of marriage.  

There is another matter issue - polygamy.
Parliamentary proposals on the humanitarian
aspect focused on allowing Kuwaitis to natu-
ralize more than one wife in case of having
multiple wives. However, the response of the
interior ministry to these proposals confirmed
its rejection out of concern of exploitation by
men who may misuse this to naturalize foreign
women for money, as well as the impact on the
marriage rates of Kuwaiti women.

Some who are against mixed marriage rely
on their views about some cases of women
who married cit izens, and when they got
Kuwaiti nationality, forced them to divorce and
leave the children. Some of these wives had
children from former spouses, so they brought
them to Kuwait to live under their sponsorship,
while some returned to their former husbands
and brought them to Kuwait. I think these cas-
es are possible scenarios, but not for everyone.

I  think natural ization of a foreign wife
should depend on the time period and the con-
sent of the competent security authorities, as
well as her personal desire and consent. She
can choose between her original nationality
and the nationality of the husband. I believe
that a non-citizen woman who has spent many
years in the care of her husband and has chil-
dren must have full legal protection to ensure
her stay in the country in al l  cases, even
divorce or death of the spouse. 

Marrying a
foreigner
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KUWAIT: A gathering to walk, talk and
envision Kuwait’s most recognizable and
historic land-
marks - the
residential Al-
Sawaber com-
plex - was held
in Sharq yes-
terday. The
walking tour
was organized
by ‘Save Al-
Sawaber’ to
talk about the
history of the
complex, which
may soon become a memory after it is
demolished.

Mohammad Al-Jassar, a faculty mem-
ber at Kuwait University’s College of
Architecture, told Kuwait Times that the
gathering included several architects who
are interested in the design of the com-
plex, and they are asking the government
not to demolish it. “We are here today to
listen to a tour about Sawaber’s history
before the demolition begins. As archi-
tects, we are hoping the complex won’t be
demolished but revived by giving it to an
investor. It can be turned into a shopping
area, apartments or offices with a unique
architectural design. Rather than being

demolished, the team is proposing that the
complex be rehabilitated and regenerated
as a mixed-use urban development build-
ing while maintaining elements of the orig-

inal character
and structure,”
he said.

“The demo-
lition of the
complex will
result in a large
amount of
waste. Building
waste often
includes con-
crete, metal,
glass, plastic,
wood, asphalt,

bricks and more. Not only does this pol-
lute the land and the air, but the trans-
portation required to remove such waste
has a major impact on the environment as
well. This is why most countries levy a tax
on demolishing buildings to encourage
investors to revive them and protect the
environment,” said Jassar.

“Sawaber is very valuable to the her-
itage of Kuwait. It also stands as a symbol
of a very important era in the history of
the modern state of Kuwait. It represents
the 20th century buildings of the city,”
said Architect Zahra Ali Baba, Chairwoman
of the Chapter of Docomomo
International, which is dedicated to the

advocacy and conservation of modern
heritage in Kuwait. “Sawaber was a neigh-
borhood where all families lived and knew
each other, but in multistoried buildings.
The complex is a modern heritage building
of cultural and historical significance, but
the project has now been marked for dem-
olition,” she noted.

The government has used various
means to empty the complex of residents
in order to have it demolished. Fourteen
families have refused to move and they’re
still in their apartments, but most of the

tenants have left. Some were offered an
apartment in Northwest Sulaibikhat,
while others were offered financial com-
pensation.

The complex was built in 1981,
designed by famed architect and urban
planner Arthur Erickson. Al-Sawaber rep-
resents a distinct architectural, economic
and cultural period in Kuwaiti history. One
of the first complexes in the country, it is
located on approximately 245,000 square
meters of prime real estate property in the
heart of Kuwait’s financial district. The

Architects call for saving Sawaber, turning
landmark into urban development building

Team leads tour at historic site ahead of planned demolition

KUWAIT: The gatherers pose for a group picture outside Al-Sawaber complex
yesterday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Participants in a gathering to protest the planned demolition of Al-Sawaber
complex.

The residential Al-Sawaber complex in Sharq.

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states will
sign an agreement today with the Ethiopian govern-
ment to start a feasibility study on electrical grids link-
age of GCC states and Ethiopia as part of a four-year
cooperation agreement. In this regard, GCC
Interconnection Authority’s CEO Ahmed Ali Al-Ibrahim
said GCC states have great hopes for this agreement,
since Ethiopia owns huge water resources that could
be used in generating electricity to be later exported
to GCC states. 

Ibrahim said Ethiopia’s hydropower is cheap and
easy to use, while Ethiopia needs such projects to pro-
vide GCC states with electricity during peak con-
sumption hours. He added that GCC interconnection
had saved $220 million for GCC states to bring the

total profits since launching the project in 2011 to $2.5
billion. He also expected saving $30 billion over the
next 22 years. 

Ibrahim added that southern Iraq will be connected
to the GCC grid this year to provide it with 500
megawatts pending further connection with central
and northern Iraq. Meanwhile, Ibrahim said that an
agreement to import electricity from Europe during
the summer and exporting electricity to it during win-
ter is still being studied. 

Oil sector engineers
Statistics issued by the oil minister’s office showed

citizens with oil and chemical engineering degrees
working for Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) and
its subsidiaries form 84 percent of the total workforce,
while expats only 16 percent - ie 2,021 Kuwaitis and
329 expats. Statistics also showed KPC and its sub-
sidiaries recruited 412 Kuwaiti engineers over the past
three years, adding that the corporation has a five-year
plan to hire a total of 749 Kuwaiti engineers by the end
of the plan. 

Rain damage
Well-informed sources at the Ministry of Public

Works said that the committee investigating the recent

rain damage crisis will report to Minister Jenan
Bushehri within two weeks. The sources added that the
committee is scheduled to conclude its investigations
by Jan 31, but remarked it is keen on getting the job
done as soon as possible. The sources explained that
the committee had questioned the companies execut-
ing the projects which witnessed problems during the
rain except for five that failed to send their representa-
tives despite being notified. 

Price lists
Minister of Commerce and Industry and Minister

of State for Services Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan
stressed that the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
(MoCI) is about to finish a  project to electronically
monitor prices, adding that the program will provide
consumers with weekly price lists of around 500
items on sale at various outlets so that they can com-
pare and select the best outlets. Roudhan added some
goods and services, such as restaurant and water
delivery services, domestic labor recruitment and gas
cylinders are subject to pricing and that MoCI will
launch 24/7 inspection campaigns at various co-ops
and outlets. Roudhan said all stores and commercial
companies have been compelled to display prices
clearly on posters. 

GCC states plan
to link power
grid with Ethiopia

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Ardhiya and Industrial
Shuwaikh fire stations responded to a
call about a fire in a vehicle in a mall’s
parking lot. Firefighters managed to put
out the fire and prevent the flames from
spreading to other vehicles. No injuries
were reported.

Separately, Kuwait Municipality

announced that the Mubarak Al-Kabeer
emergency team made several achieve-
ments during Dec 2018 as part of the
campaign “Contact Us”, aiming at remov-
ing all encroachments on state property,
street ads, roaming vendors and other
violations. It said inspections resulted in
issuing 55 violations and removal of 350
ads of various sizes that were placed at
random in streets and squares.

Zahra Ali BabaMohammad Al-Jassar

Car burns in mall
parking, no injuries

KUWAIT: Damage on the car’s interior left by the fire.

KUWAIT: Undersecretary of Kuwait National Guard Lt Gen Hashem Al-Refaie
honored a drug prevention team which included members of the national
guard and the Interior Ministry. The team recently conducted an ‘early drug
detection’ campaign as part of partnership in this field between Kuwait
National Guard and the Interior Ministry.


