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Kuwait hosts Strategic Dialogue
session with US on Tuesday

KUWAIT: Kuwait hosts on Tuesday the 3rd Kuwait-US
Strategic Dialogue Session, to be co-chaired by the two
countries’ foreign ministers, with aim of further cementing
relations and cooperation to new levels. The previous
Strategic Dialogue sessions were held in the US in 2016
and 2017, during which the two countries signed coopera-
tion agreements and memoranda of understandings
(MoUs) over security, counter-terrorism, economy, trade,
education, oil, custom and consular affairs, raising to 23
number of deals between the two countries.

This year’s session will be co-chaired by Kuwait’s
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo. The strategic dialogue will set a roadmap
for cooperation between Kuwait and the US for the next
25 years in different fields. Trade exchange amounted to
$4 billion and Kuwait was investing $400 billion in the US.
Kuwait and the US are also important players in the count-
er-terrorism efforts as well as in the global fight against
the so-called Islamic State (IS).

Continuous work
The two countries seek, through strategic dialogue, to

boost cooperation and coordination over regional and
international issues, US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence
Silverman said. The dialogue is a foundation for “our con-

tinuous work” and was supported by the leaderships in the
two countries, he added. Since the strategic dialogue was
established in October 2016, said Silverman, work groups
began implementing cooperation means in defense, trade,
security, investment, consular affairs and education.

Relations between the Kuwaiti and American armies are
excellent, he said, and the US commitment to defending
Kuwait’s security was firm.

Silverman said the US was providing technical support
for Kuwait army and security forces. He added US and
Kuwaiti military personnel were working together on
training of Kuwait armed forces. America is the second
largest exporter of goods and services to Kuwait, said

Silverman. The US, he affirmed, welcomed His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s initia-
tives aimed at maintaining security of Kuwait, as well as
achieving security and stability in the region. Kuwait also
played a key role in regional issues, he said, hosting donor
conferences for Syria and an international meeting for the
reconstruction of Iraq last February.

Silverman also noted Kuwait’s leading humanitarian role
in the region and the world. The US delegation to the
strategic dialogue will exchange views over pressing
regional challenges including Yemen, Syria and Iran, said
Silverman, in addition to bolstering counter-terrorism
cooperation and coordination within the UN Security
Council. Among authorities taking part in the dialogue from
Kuwait are Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Interior, Defense
and Higher Education, Directorate General for Civil
Aviation, Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion authority
(KDIPA), Kuwait Investment Authority, National Security
Bureau, Directorate of Custom, and Communication and
Information Technology Regulatory Authority (CITRA).

Agreements
Meanwhile, a Kuwaiti official said that signing an

agreement to boost their ongoing Strategic Dialogue and
others in defense, security and economic affairs will be on
the agenda of Pompeo’s visit to Kuwait. During his past

trip to Washington in September, His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah signed numer-
ous deals illustrating the two countries’ intent to further
cement their relationship, according to Reem Al-Khaled,
Kuwait’s assistant foreign minister for the Americas. In
Kuwait, a meeting for Pompeo with His Highness is sched-
uled, whereby, along with Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, the three will discuss developments on issues of
mutual significance, added Khaled.

The talks will also present an opportunity to delve into
several regional and global matters, namely the Gulf dispute,
relations between Gulf states and Iran and the situations in
Syria, Yemen and Libya. About the Strategic Dialogue, cur-
rently in its third annual session, this will include the usual
topics of defense, education, economics, consulate and cus-
toms affairs, civil aviation and cyber security - with the mat-
ters of trade and scientific research introduced to the fold
for the very first time. The Kuwaiti official also pointed out
that five working groups, stemming from the dialogue, have
been meeting on several occasions during the year. One of
these will host businesspersons and companies at an eco-
nomic and investment forum jointly organized by the
Kuwaiti and US chambers of commerce, both of whom are
expected to sign a memorandum of understanding aimed at
boosting economic relations. — KUNA
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Pompeo’s Kuwait visit to witness defense, security, economic-related deals

Kuwait calls on
DRC parties to
practice restrain
NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait called
on parties in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC) to practice restrain and
composure to prevent more loss in human
lives in the south-central African country.
In a speech to a UNSC meeting on the
Congo, Kuwait’s Permanent
Representative to the UN headquarters in
New York Ambassador Mansour Al-
Otaibi said that the members of the coun-
cil had followed the developments in the
DRC since planning the elections on
November 5, 2017 and executing it on
December 30, 2018. The elections process
saw a setback of a sort with the burning
of some 8,000 electronic voting machines
on December 13, 2018.

Despite the odds, the DRC government
managed to hold an election with the sup-
port of the African Union and other entities,
said Al-Otaibi who commended the govern-
ment for its efforts. The elections — which
were legislative, municipal, and Presidential
— saw a wide-scale participation from the
Congolese people as well as a variety of
parties in the country, said the Kuwaiti
diplomat, adding that the people of the DRC
should not slide into chaos, which may ruin
everything that the people worked for. He
added that the 38 million Congolese who
went out to vote must safeguard their coun-
try and fend off any attempt to ignite riots
and armed conflicts.

The priority should be towards
addressing the humanitarian situation in
the DRC with the spread of Cholera and
Ebola in areas where conflict prevent peo-
ple from receiving proper medical atten-
tion, said the Ambassador who indicated
that according to WHO statistics on
December 22, 2018, some 326 cases out of
563 Ebola patients have died. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: The Ambassador of France to Kuwait Marie Masdupuy hosted a reception on the occasion of the visit of Regional
Director of Atout France in the Middle East Karim Mekachera, for the launch of the Arabic version of the official website of
tourism in France ‘France.fr.’ Diplomats and media persons attended the event, which took place at the ambassador’s resi-
dence over the weekend. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the UN headquarters in New York
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi speaks during a UNSC meeting on the Congo. — KUNA

No Kuwaiti
casualties among
Paris blast victims 
PARIS: Kuwait’s Ambassador in Paris
Sami Al-Sulaiman confirmed yesterday
that there were no Kuwaiti nationals
among the injured in the explosion at a
bakery in the center of the capital.
Sulaiman said that the embassy contact-
ed the French authorities immediately
after the accident to make sure there
were no Kuwaitis among the wounded.
He expressed the Kuwaiti leadership’s
wishes for speedy recovery of the
injured, urging Kuwaitis present in Paris
to stay away from the scene, to be vigi-
lant and to contact the embassy in case
of any emergency. 

A strong blast occurred in the capi-
tal Paris, which killed and wounded a
number of people and shattered glass
of surrounding shops. Police said gas
leak at a bakery in the Ninth
arrondissement caused a fire and the
powerful explosion. — KUNA
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