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OKLAHOMA: Andrew Wiggins scored a season-high
40 points as the visiting Minnesota Timberwolves beat
the Oklahoma City Thunder 119-117 on Tuesday night.
It was Minnesota’s first game under interim coach Ryan
Saunders, who replaced Tom Thibodeau on the bench.
Thibodeau was fired Sunday after the Timberwolves’
home win over the Los Angeles Lakers. A Minnesota
turnover with 15.5 seconds left gave the Thunder one
last chance, but two Russell Westbrook 3-point
attempts missed the mark and Paul George’s despera-
tion put-back went wide to give the Timberwolves their
third consecutive win. The Timberwolves hit 32 of their
40 free throws, with Oklahoma City making just 19 of
26. Wiggins was 16 of 18 from the free throw line.

SUNS 115, KINGS 111
Kelly Oubre Jr. scored a game-high 26 points, gave

Phoenix the lead with two free throws with 43.5 sec-
onds remaining and added a dunk 32 seconds later in a
win over visiting Sacramento after trailing by 19 points
at halftime. Ben McLemore matched his season-high
point total in the second quarter alone, contributing 11
points to a 40-18 explosion that sent the Kings to a 72-
53 halftime advantage. But the Suns outscored the
Kings 33-14 in the third quarter to even it up at 86-86,
and finished the game on an 11-2 run after falling
behind again by five with just 2:25 to play.

WARRIORS 122, KNICKS 95
Klay Thompson connected on seven 3-pointers in a

43-point performance, helping Golden State send New
York home after a shellacking in Oakland, Calif. Kevin
Durant had 24 points and Stephen Curry complemented
14 points with a season-high 14 assists, enabling the
Warriors to snap a three-game home losing streak.
Thompson hit 18 of his 29 shots en route to his second
40-point game of the season. He had a season-best 52 at
Chicago in October. Mario Hezonja scored a team-high
19 points for the Knicks, who completed a 14-day, six-
game trip with a fifth loss, their second in two nights.

NUGGETS 103, HEAT 99
Nikola Jokic’s fourth triple-double of the season —

29 points, 11 rebounds and 10 assists-carried Western
Conference-leading Denver to a win over host Miami.
Jokic hit the go-ahead shot from the lane with 2.4 sec-
onds left over the arms of backup center Bam Adebayo,
who played great defense on the sequence. However,
Jokic awkwardly floated his shot over Adebayo and hit
nothing but net. Miami still had a chance to tie or go
ahead, but Kelly Olynyk’s inbounds pass was wild, lead-

ing to a turnover-just the Heat’s sixth in the game.

76ERS 132, WIZARDS 115
Rookie Landry Shamet set career highs with eight

3-pointers and 29 points to carry host Philadelphia past
Washington. Shamet, whose previous career high was
17 points, knocked down 8 of 14 shots from 3-point
range to set a Sixers rookie record. His lone miss was
from inside the arc. Joel Embiid had 20 points and 10
rebounds for his league-leading 35th double-double
and ninth in a row. Jimmy Butler added 20 points while
Ben Simmons contributed 17 points and nine assists.
Furkan Korkmaz scored 16 points.

RAPTORS 104, HAWKS 101
Kawhi Leonard made a key steal to set up the go-

ahead field goal in the final minute and he finished with
31 points as Toronto defeated visiting Atlanta. Kyle
Lowry added 16 points for the Raptors, while Pascal
Siakam had 13 points and 10 rebounds, OG Anunoby
had 14 points and Serge Ibaka 13. John Collins had 21
points and 14 rebounds for the Hawks, and Jeremy Lin
added 20 points. Trae Young had 19 points, Dewayne
Dedmon 12 points and nine rebounds and DeAndre’
Bembry 11 points.

PACERS 123, CAVALIERS 115
Thaddeus Young matched his season best of 26

points and Bojan Bogdanovic added 23 as Indiana held
on for a victory over host Cleveland. Victor Oladipo tal-
lied 17 points as the Pacers won for the 14th time in the
past 17 games. Domantas Sabonis added 15 points and
nine rebounds and Cory Joseph scored 11 points.
Jordan Clarkson scored 26 points and Alec Burks
added 19 as the Cavaliers dropped their 10th consecu-
tive game. Tristan Thompson had 15 points and 13
rebounds, Cedi Osman also scored 15, Collin Sexton
had 14 and Cameron Payne scored 10. 

CLIPPERS 128, HORNETS 109
Lou Williams had 27 points and 10 assists, and

Montrezl Harrell added 23 points as the bench led the
way once again for Los Angeles in a victory over visit-
ing Charlotte. The starters did their part, too, as Tobias
Harris had 23 points and Danilo Gallinari added 20 to
help the Clippers win a third consecutive game for the
first time since a four-game winning streak to close out
November. Malik Monk had 24 points and Jeremy
Lamb scored 16 as the Hornets lost for the third time in
their past four games and the sixth time in their past
nine games. — Reuters

Wiggins scores 40 as Wolves 
edge Thunder, Suns stun Kings

Raptors, Leonard steal win against Hawks

OKLAHOMA CITY:  Andrew Wiggins #22 of the Minnesota Timberwolves shoots the ball against the Oklahoma City
Thunder on Tuesday at Chesapeake Energy Arena in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. — AFP

NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
W L PCT GB

Toronto 31 12 0.721 -
Milwaukee 28 11 0.718 1
Indiana 27 13 0.675 2.5
Philadelphia 27 14 0.659 3
Boston 24 15 0.615 5
Miami 19 20 0.487 10
Brooklyn 20 22 0.476 10.5
Charlotte 19 21 0.475 10.5
Detroit 17 21 0.447 11.5
Orlando 17 23 0.425 12.5
Washington 16 25 0.390 14
Atlanta 12 28 0.300 17.5
Chicago 10 30 0.250 19.5
New York 10 31 0.244 20
Cleveland 8 33 0.195 22

Western Conference
Denver 27 12 0.692 -
Golden State 27 14 0.659 1
Oklahoma City 25 15 0.625 2.5
LA Clippers 24 16 0.600 3.5
Houston 23 16 0.590 4
San Antonio 24 17 0.585 4
Portland 24 17 0.585 4
LA Lakers 22 19 0.537 6
Sacramento 20 21 0.488 8
Utah 20 21 0.488 8
Minnesota 20 21 0.488 8
New Orleans 19 22 0.463 9
Memphis 18 22 0.450 9.5
Dallas 18 22 0.450 9.5
Phoenix 10 32 0.238 18.5

Golden State 122, New York 95; LA Clippers 128, Charlotte 109; Miami 99, Denver 103; Toronto 104, Atlanta 101; Phoenix 115, Sacramento
111; Oklahoma City 117, Minnesota 119; Cleveland 115, Indiana 123; Philadelphia 132, Washington 115.

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

SPAIN COPA DEL REY
Athletic de Bilbao v Sevilla FC 21:30
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Real Betis v Real Sociedad 22:30
beIN SPORTS HD 5
Levante v FC Barcelona 23:30
beIN SPORTS HD 3

ASIAN NATIONS CUP 2019
Bahrain v Thailand 14:00
beIN SPORTS
Jordan v Syria 16:30
beIN SPORTS
India v United Arab Emirates 19:00
beIN SPORTS

FIFA demands 
Bahraini refugee 
player be allowed 
back to Australia
BANGKOK: International football’s governing body FIFA
says a Bahraini refugee player facing possible deportation
from Thailand, should be freed and be allowed to return to
Australia to continue his career.

Thai authorities arrested Hakeem Al Araibi, who plays
in Australia where he has refugee status, on arrival at a
Bangkok airport in November, based on an Interpol notice
issued at Bahrain’s request.

Al Araibi was convicted of vandalising a police station
in Bahrain and sentenced to 10 years in prison in absentia.
He has denied any wrongdoing. “Following a renewed
exchange with the Australian Football Federation, FIFA is
again calling for a humane and speedy resolution of the
case concerning the player Hakeem Al Araibi,” the organi-
sation said in a statement yesterday.

“This player, a Bahrain national, is currently being
detained in prison in Thailand awaiting the outcome of
extradition proceedings to Bahrain, where he was previ-
ously convicted of a criminal offence, the validity of which
he strongly contests,” continued the statement.

Al Araibi, who used to play for the Bahrain national
team, was granted refugee status in Australia in 2017 and
now plays for Melbourne club Pascoe Vale, a second tier
club. The player has been a vocal critic of the president of
the Asian Football Confederation, Sheikh Salman Bin
Ebrahim Al Khalifa, who is a cousin of the Bahraini king.

Sheikh Salman is senior vice-president of FIFA and ran
for president of the body in 2016, losing to current chief
Gianni Infantino. During the campaign Sheikh Salman was
strongly criticised by some human rights groups. He
denied claims that he had been involved in investigating
and prosecuting athletes active in Bahrain’s democracy
protests in 2011.

“This situation should not have arisen, in particular,
since Mr Al-Araibi now lives and works and plays as a
professional footballer in Australia, where he has been
accorded refugee status,” said FIFA. “FIFA is therefore
calling on all the relevant authorities (in Bahrain,—Reuters

LONDON: Mauricio Pochettino hailed
Tottenham’s growing maturity as Harry
Kane fired them a step closer to the
League Cup final with a 1-0 win over
Chelsea in the semi-final first leg on
Tuesday. Pochettino’s side are chasing their
first trophy since winning the 2008 League
Cup at the expense of Chelsea.

Kane’s first-half spot-kick, awarded via
VAR, settled a hard-fought encounter to
keep Tottenham on course for a first
League Cup final appearance since their
2015 defeat against the Blues. That loss
was one of several missed opportunities for
Pochettino to win the first silverware of his
promising managerial career.

This was an important step towards
ending that drought. “We were very com-
petitive. The effort was massive. Whether
or not we win titles, I’m so proud to have
this squad,” Pochettino said.

“We played one of the best teams in
Europe. To win this type of game is an
amazing experience for us to be more
mature.” Pochettino challenged Tottenham
to finish the job in the second leg at
Stamford Bridge on January 24. “Of course
it is only half-time in the tie. We have only
a little advantage,” he said. “It is going to
be different in the second leg. We have to
show we can beat them there and go to the
final.” It was another frustrating night for

Chelsea, who recovered from a sluggish
start to dominate the second half without
turning their possession into goals-a famil-
iar tale of woe for Maurizio Sarri’s men.

“We deserved more. We played better
than them and were in control of the
match,” Sarri insisted. “I’m really disap-
pointed with the result but really happy
with the performance. It is one of the most
important performances of the season for
my team.”

Kane was making his first League Cup
start in 1204 days, dating back to 2015.
And he almost announced his return to the
competition in spectacular fashion when
his overhead kick from Kieran Trippier’s
cross forced Kepa Arrizabalaga into action.
Tottenham were the more vibrant and
cohesive force and their impactful start
was rewarded with Kane’s 27th-minute
opener. Kane’s well-timed run beat the
Chelsea offside trap and Kepa came
hurtling off his line and clattered into the
striker. After a delay while VAR confirmed
Kane was onside, Oliver awarded a spot-
kick and the England captain stepped up
to smash his shot past Kepa for his 20th
club goal this season.

Kane’s seventh goal in his last six
appearances made him Tottenham’s fourth
all-time highest scorer with 160. Chelsea
went close to levelling when Marcos
Alonso’s cross reached N’Golo Kante, who
volleyed against the near post from an
acute angle.

Chelsea’s Callum Hudson-Odoi started
for the second successive game as Sarri
tries to convince the 18-year-old English
winger to commit to the Blues amid reports
of a bid from Bayern Munich. Hudson-
Odoi, who has 18 months remaining on his
current contract, showed a flash of his

potential on the right flank, cutting inside
for a cross that deflected off Danny Rose
and had to be tipped onto the woodwork
by home goalkeeper Paulo Gazzaniga.

With Alvaro Morata struggling with an
injury and Olivier Giroud also not fully fit,
Sarri had resumed his experiment of play-
ing Eden Hazard as his central striker. But
Hazard, so influential on the flanks, has
expressed some doubts about his suitabili-
ty for the ‘false nine’ role and at times he
was rendered impotent by Chelsea’s failure
to get him the ball in dangerous areas.

Kane, a natural centre forward, was far
more at home as the focal point of

Tottenham’s attacks and he almost doubled
their lead soon after half-time with a fierce
long-range drive that Kepa pushed away.
Kante responded with a powerful effort of
his own, but Gazzaniga was equal to the
France midfielder’s threatening strike.

Showing more poise as Hazard’s influ-
ence finally grew, Chelsea had the better of
the second half. Christensen should have
equalised from Ross Barkley’s flick, yet the
Danish defender somehow prodded wide
from close range. Hazard conjured
Chelsea’s last chance when Gazzaniga
spilled his cross, but Alonso’s shot was
scrambled clear. — AFP

Kane spot on as 
Spurs down
Chelsea

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane (C) vies with Chelsea’s
Italian midfielder Jorginho (R) during the English League Cup semi-final first-leg
football match between Tottenham Hotspur and Chelsea at Wembley Stadium in
London, on Tuesday. — AFP

TOKYO: Barcelona legend Andres Iniesta has apolo-
gised after posting a photo on social media with two
people in blackface as part of Epiphany celebrations.

The 34-year-old superstar who currently plays at
Japan’s Vissel Kobe had no intention “to upset anyone
by displaying that photo,” according to a statement by
his agency sent to AFP yesterday.

“He would like to apologise to those people who may
have felt offended,” the statement said. Iniesta’s picture
on Twitter and Instagram posted on Sunday showed his
family and a group of people in costumes, taking part in
the Three Kings Day, an important Christian festive tra-
dition in Spain.

The January 6 holiday commemorates the visit of
magi Melchior, Caspar and Balthazar to the newborn
baby Jesus. Large parades and other festivities are held
across Spain featuring men dressed up as kings, with
the role of Balthazar often played by a white man-often

a city councillor-in black makeup.
Madrid’s leftist mayor Manuela Carmena ended the

tradition in the Spanish capital in 2016 and the city now
employs a black man to play the role in its Epiphany
parade, which is broadcast live across the country.

Iniesta, who lifted 32 major trophies and made 674
appearances for Catalan giants Barca, joined Vissel
Kobe in May, calling his J-League move an “important
career challenge”. The Spain icon’s decision to choose
Vissel arguably represents Japanese football’s biggest
transfer coup, with many top players now moving to
cash-rich Chinese clubs in the twilight of their careers.

It also came as a timely boost to the J-League, which
used to attract luminaries such as Brazilian great Zico
and former England star Gary Lineker when it began in
1993, but has struggled to attract marquee players in
recent years. Iniesta-who famously scored Spain’s win-
ning goal against the Netherlands in the 2010 World
Cup final-had been top of the wishlist of Vissel owner
Hiroshi Mikitani. The billionaire businessman is also the
founder and CEO of Rakuten, Barcelona’s main spon-
sor, and was heavily involved in the deal that brought
Iniesta to Japan. In December 2017 Atletico Madrid’s
French striker Antoine Griezmann apologised after
receiving criticism on social media for posting a pic-

ture of himself on his official Twitter account dressed
as a Harlem Globetrotter, covered in black paint and
wearing a wig. — AFP
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