
TAMPA BAY: Brayden Point had two goals and an
assist Tuesday, and newly named All-Star Andrei
Vasilevskiy made 31 saves for his second shutout of the
season as the Tampa Bay Lightning started a new points
streak with a 4-0 victory against the visiting Columbus
Blue Jackets. Mathieu Joseph and Nikita Kucherov also
scored for the Lightning, who had their 16-game point
streak snapped Saturday with a 5-2 loss at San Jose.
Tampa Bay improved to 11-0-0 this season against
teams from the Metropolitan Division. Earlier in the day,
Vasilevskiy was added to the Atlantic Division roster for
the Jan. 26 NHL All-Star Game in San Jose as an injury
replacement for Montreal’s Carey Price. Vasilevskiy will
join Lightning teammates Kucherov and Steven Stamkos
on the Atlantic Division squad. Columbus goaltender
Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 15 of 19 shots before he was
replaced in the third period. Joonas Korpisalo stopped
all three shots he faced in relief.

BRUINS 4, WILD 0
Tuukka Rask made 24 saves for the shutout, and

Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand each had three
points as Boston shut down visiting Minnesota. The
Bruins extended their winning streak to a season-high
five games, and they won for the 16th time in 21 home
games this season. Minnesota’s three-game winning
streak and four-game unbeaten streak in road games
came to an end. Just 24 hours removed from a game in
Montreal, the Wild came out flat against the Bruins, par-
ticularly in a first period in which the Wild allowed three
goals and were outshot 15-6.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 4, RANGERS 2
Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 27 shots to pick up his

league-leading 25th victory, and Brandon Pirri scored

his seventh goal in eight games to lead host Vegas to its
seventh straight victory, a win over New York in Las
Vegas. Cody Eakin, Jonathan Marchessault and Ryan
Carpenter also scored goals for Vegas, which moved into
a tie with idol Calgary for first place in the Pacific
Division. Mika Zibanejad scored his 12th goal of the sea-
son and Jesper Fast netted his sixth for New York.
Alexandar Georgiev had 27 saves for the Rangers, who
lost their fourth straight game, getting outscored 22-5
during that span.

SHARKS 7, OILERS 2
Evander Kane and Joonas Donskoi each scored twice

as host San Jose walloped Edmonton. Aaron Dell needed
only 20 saves to record the Sharks’ fourth consecutive
win. San Jose defenseman Erik Karlsson collected three
assists to extend his franchise-record point streak to 14
games, during which he has one goal and 24 assists.
Brent Burns had a goal and an assist, and Marcus
Sorensen and Joe Thornton also scored for the Sharks.
Alex Chiasson and Milan Lucic netted the goals for
Edmonton, which fell to 2-8-0 in its past 10 games.

SABRES 5, DEVILS 1
Jeff Skinner recorded his 29th tally in an explosive

five-goal second period as host Buffalo defeated New
Jersey. The Sabres winger trails only Washington’s Alex
Ovechkin for the league lead in goals. Skinner tied the
game early in the middle period, and C.J. Smith and
Casey Mittelstadt made it 3-1 as Buffalo took full control.
Jake McCabe scored a short-handed goal, and
Lawrence Pilut sniped in a goal to round out the period’s
scoring. Blake Coleman scored a goal, and Keith Kinkaid
made 28 saves for the Devils, who lost their second
straight and finished 1-3-0 on a road trip.

JETS 7, AVALANCHE 4
Blake Wheeler had a goal and three assists, and Mark

Scheifele and Jacob Trouba each had a goal and two
assists as host Winnipeg beat Colorado. Mathieu Perreault,
Kyle Connor, Bryan Little and Andrew Copp also had goals
for the Jets, who won their sixth straight home game

against the Avalanche. Connor Hellebuyck stopped 36
shots to improve to 6-1-2 all-time against Colorado. Gabe
Landeskog scored twice, Carl Soderberg had a goal and
an assist, and Ryan Graves also scored for the Avalanche.
Philipp Grubauer made 14 saves for Colorado, which has
gone 1-5-2 in its past eight games.  — Reuters

England cricket
boss Giles targets
World Cup, 
Ashes double
LONDON: England’s new director of cricket
Ashley Giles said yesterday he believes a World
Cup and Ashes double is possible for his side this
year. England are currently top of the global 50-
over rankings and will head into a home World
Cup that starts in May as one of the favourites to
win a trophy they have never lifted.

After that tournament, they defend the Ashes in
a five-Test series, also on home soil, against arch-
rivals Australia. It will be the first time the two
events have taken place in the same country in the
same year since the inaugural 1975 men’s World
Cup in England.

Asked which he would rather win, Giles, most
recently head of sport at Warwickshire-the county
he represented during his career as an England
left-arm spinner-told Sky Sports at Lord’s: “I’ll
have both thanks.

“This year represents a great opportunity for
us to do something really special but at the
moment that’s all it is.  “The train is moving at a
hell of a pace down the tracks for the World
Cup but my role is to make sure we stay on
track and there’s nothing there ahead of us that
can derail us. 

“We’ve probably never been in such a strong
position to challenge for both,” he added, with
England second only to India in the Test standings. 

Giles is filling a vacancy left by the departure of
Andrew Strauss. The former England captain
stood down after his wife, Ruth, was diagnosed
with a rare form of cancer that eventually led to
her death in December.

‘FEEL FOR STRAUSSY’ 
“Obviously, the circumstances of the position

becoming available are not great at all. I honestly
feel for Straussy and the family,” said Giles. “But
the opportunity for me was great heading into a
really exciting year.

“Straussy has done a lot of good work. He
redressed that balance between white ball (limit-
ed-overs) and red-ball cricket, which I think was
important and of late we’ve started to see the Test
team flourish as well.” Giles had an 18-month spell
as England limited-overs coach that ended in a
humiliating defeat by minnows the Netherlands at
the 2014 World Twenty20 in Bangladesh. But he
was always confident of a return to the England
and Wales Cricket Board set-up.   

“I think I actually said at the time, I’d come
back and do this job, perhaps a bit flippantly,”

Giles explained. “I’ve always been driven to work
at the highest level and test myself as much as I
can. I’m fully aware of the pressure that can come
but 2014 was a long time ago.”

One of Giles’s main tasks will be to find a
replacement for current England coach Trevor
Bayliss, with the Australian stepping down at the
end of the 2019 season. Giles said he remained
open to the idea of having specialist Test and one-
day coaches despite his own experience when he
and Andy Flower split the jobs.

“The benefits of two coaches are clearly
(sharing) the workload. The disadvantages are
two different voices,” he explained.  “I think we
always imagined when Andy and I took the roles
on that we’d see two different squads develop-
ing. We are actually seeing those squads come
together now.” — AFP
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Pucovski gets shock
Australia call-up as 
Marsh brothers dumped
SYDNEY: Young batting prodigy Will Pucovski was parachut-
ed into the Australia squad for two Tests against Sri Lanka in a
shock call-up yesterday, with veteran Shaun Marsh and his
brother Mitch dumped.

Also axed from the 13-man squad after the humbling 2-1
series defeat to India were underperforming opener Aaron Finch
and middle-order batsman Peter Handscomb. In-form Joe Burns
was recalled for the first time since the South Africa tour early
last year and could open the innings with rookie Marcus Harris,
who did enough against India to keep his place.

But they face competition from Matt Renshaw, who has been
handed another opportunity despite misfiring in the domestic
Sheffield Shield this season. Allrounder Marnus Labuschagne
was retained from the team that played the rain-affected drawn
Test in Sydney this week, as was Travis Head.

Selectors also kept faith with their pace attack of Mitchell
Starc, Josh Hazlewood and Pat Cummins, with veteran Peter
Siddle also included. National selector Trevor Hohns said “there
is no doubt the India series produced some disappointing
results” and change was needed, after four Tests characterised
by the failure of any Australian batsmen to score a century.

“Ultimately Aaron, Peter, Shaun and Mitch have not produced
the performances expected of them with the bat at the Test lev-
el,” he said. “They have been given a good opportunity, but have
not produced the scores we need.”

He added, however, that the door was not closed and they
must now prove themselves again in domestic cricket and the
one-day series against India this month.

Pucovski was the surprise call-up. The 20-year-old is one of
the brightest batting talents in the country, scoring a double
century for Victoria last year-the first Australian under 21 to do
so since Ricky Ponting.

But he has only played eight first-class matches, and after
that double ton took a break from cricket because of a mental
health issue. “Will Pucovski is an exciting young player who is
making his mark in the Sheffield Shield. He is another player with
a track record of making centuries,” said Hohns. 

Despite his relative inexperience, Pucovski said he was ready
to step up. “It is every kid’s dream. To think that in two weeks
time there is a chance I would play for my country is amazing. I
can’t use words to describe it,” he told reporters.

“I can’t wait to get up there and in amongst it.” Burns, who
has played 14 Tests, has been knocking on the door this season
with Queensland, while Renshaw has been unlucky not to get
another call-up until now, since his last appearance at
Johannesburg in 2018.

“We see him as a long-term prospect as a Test player and
have confidence in his ability to bounce back following a string
of low scores early in the Shield season,” said Hohns of the 22-
year-old.

Renshaw, who has a century and three 50s from his 11 Tests,
said he wanted to emulate the exploits of India’s rock-solid
number three Cheteshwar Pujara.

“Everyone talks about (Virat) Kohli and (Ajinkya) Rahane, but
Pujara was unbelievable and showed how good he was mentally
to bat for so long,” he said. Burns, Renshaw and Pucovski will all
play for a Cricket Australia XI in a pink-ball match against Sri
Lanka ahead of the Tests in preparation for the day-nighter in
Brisbane from January 24. The second Test is in Canberra from
February 1. 

Australia squad: Joe Burns, Pat Cummins, Marcus Harris,
Josh Hazlewood, Travis Head, Usman Khawaja, Marnus
Labuschagne, Nathan Lyon, Tim Paine (capt), Will Pucovski,
Matt Renshaw, Mitchell Starc, Peter Siddle

Cricket Australia XI: Joe Burns (capt), Kurtis Patterson,
Scott Boland, Jake Doran, Jon Holland, Marnus Labuschagne,
Michael Neser, Will Pucovski, Jason Sangha, Matt Renshaw,
Chris Tremain. — AFP

LONDON: The new Managing Director of England Men’s Cricket, at the ECB, Ashley Giles, poses for
a photograph at Lords cricket ground in London yesterday. — AFP

Vasilevskiy, Lightning blank Jackets,
Bruins shut out Wild, win 5th straight 

Knights stay hot, drop struggling Rangers

WASHINGTON:  Nolan Patrick #19 of the Philadelphia Flyers and Travis Boyd #72 of the Washington Capitals go
after the puck in the first period at Capital One Arena on Tuesday in Washington. — AFP

Cricket star Pandya’s 
‘misogynist’ comments 
on women spark anger
NEW DELHI: India cricket chiefs yesterday ordered star all-rounder
Hardik Pandya to explain sexist comments made on a TV chat show after
the remarks sparked social media outrage and prompted the player to
apologise.

Pandya said he “got a bit carried away” as he explained his bragging
about his prowess with women on the show that aired Sunday. Pandya and
batsman Lokesh Rahul, who also took part in the interview, have both been
ordered to explain their comments. Both are currently on India’s tour of
Australia.

“We have sent show cause notices to Hardik Pandya and K.L. Rahul for
their comments,” Board of Control for Cricket in India administrator Vinod
Rai was quoted as saying by the Press Trust of India news agency.

“They have been given 24 hours to give an explanation.” The announce-
ment came only a few hours after the 25-year-old Pandya posted his apolo-
gy on social media. “After reflecting on my comments on Koffee with Karan,
I would like to apologise to everyone concerned who I may have hurt in any
way,” Pandya said on Twitter.

“Honestly, I got a bit carried away with the nature of the show. In no way
did I mean to disrespect or hurt anyone’s sentiments. Respect,” he added.
The show hosted by Bollywood producer and director Karan Johar encour-
ages guests to open up on personal matters.

Pandya, who was in the squad that beat Australia for the first time in an
away Test series, boasted about his success with multiple women. “You are
just watching and observing how they move as I said I am a little from the
black side (influenced by West Indies culture) so I have to see how they
(women) move first,” he said.

Pandya also said he had bragged to his parents after losing his virginity.
He was quickly slammed for his views on women. “#KoffeeWithCricketers

was just the worst episode. What’s up with all the #misogyny. Tired of this
boys will be boys attitude,” Ekta Chauhan, a Twitter user, wrote.

“To say the least #HardikPandya is horrendous a misogynist,” added
another user who called for Indian cricket authorities to take action against
the “obnoxious” comments. Pandya is still expected to play in three one-day
internationals against Australia starting Saturday in Sydney.

Pandya and Rahul also caused a social media stir for comments on the
same show when they said current India skipper Virat Kohli was a better
batsman than the country’s cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar. —AFP

AHMEDABAD: In this file photo taken on November 20, 2018 Indian cricketer
Hardik Pandya attends the launch of the Gulf Pride motorcyle batteries in
Ahmedabad. India all-rounder Hardik Pandya apologised yesterday for mak-
ing sexist remarks on a TV chat show. — AFP


