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This combination of pictures created shows Vietnamese motorists riding under the rain along a street in Hanoi yesterday. — AFP photos

In this file photo actress Margot Robbie
attends the New York premiere of

‘Mary Queen Of Scots.’ — AFP 

In this picture Indian workers gather next to the remains
of a Hindu temple before carrying on with demolition
work in the Lahori Tola area of Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh
state. — AFP photos

A view of buildings undergoing demolition near Manikarnika Ghat in the Lahori Tola area of Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh
state.

Indian schoolgirls walk over the rubble of a demolished
house along an alleyway near Meer Ghat in Lahori Tola area
of Varanasi, in the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh.

Australian actress Margot Robbie will play the role
of Mattel’s iconic Barbie doll in the toy’s first live-
action film, Mattel and Warner Bros said Tuesday.

Barbie, who will celebrate her 60th birthday this year, has
already been the subject of dozens of animated movies,
though none were ever distributed in theaters. The feature
film will be the first from the toy manufacturer’s new studio
Mattel Films, and co-produced with Robbie’s production
company LuckyChap Entertainment. 

“Over the brand’s almost 60 years, Barbie has empow-
ered kids to imagine themselves in aspirational roles from
a princess to president,” Robbie said, according to a
statement. Launched in March 1959, the character of
Barbara Millicent Roberts is from the fictional town of
Willow, Wisconsin.  Her boyfriend, Ken, was introduced by
Mattel in 1961 and her sister, Skipper, in 1964. The compa-
ny has released hundreds of fashion and lifestyle acces-
sories for the brand.

Despite Mattel’s release of different versions of Barbie
with varying of eye colors, hairstyles and skin tones and,
more recently, more diverse body types, the actress por-
traying Barbie for her big-screen debut will resemble the
doll’s original blonde, blue-eyed iteration. 

“I’m so honored to take on this role and produce a film
that I believe will have a tremendously positive impact on
children and audiences worldwide,” Robbie said. Robbie,
28, has starred in films including “Suicide Squad” in 2016
and “I, Tonya” in 2017, for which she was nominated for a
best actress Oscar. 

The new project shows the ambitions of Mattel’s new
CEO, Ynon Kreiz, who took the top spot at the company in
April 2018. Kreiz is working to revive a company that has
suffered from the twin blows of video games and screens
in general, which have taken children’s attention away from
traditional toys.  But 2018 was a good year for Barbie, as
sales increased 15 percent over the first nine months of the
year to $698 million.  In total, more than a billion Barbie
dolls have been sold in the 60 years since she first went
for sale in New York. — AFP

Varanasi’s temple
corridor destroys 
old neighborhood
India’s ancient city of Varanasi is clearing the way for

a grand temple corridor by razing hundreds of hous-
es, wiping away its oldest neighborhood and upset-

ting locals. The aim is to improve accessibility for pil-
grims by providing a direct pathway from the Ganges
river to the 18th-century shrine of Lord Shiva, the Kashi
Vishwanath temple. For centuries Hindus have visited
Varanasi to cremate their dead but it has often required
navigating crowded alleyways to reach the city’s ghats,
or riverside steps, where the caretakers of the crema-
tion grounds pass flaming torches to the bereaved fami-
lies to ignite wooden pyres dotting the banks.

Some 300 homes have been earmarked for demoli-
tion but locals, whose families have lived in the area for
generations, say some of the properties being
destroyed are as old as the temple itself. Local resident
Ajay Kapoor hit out at Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
whose constituency is Varanasi. “Why should he care?
By demolishing 300 houses, he will lose not even
10,000 votes,” Kapoor told the Hindu daily.

“But Banaras (Varanasi) is defined by its galis
(narrow lanes), and by creating this corridor, he is
robbing Banaras of its very identity.” The report
added that residents have been offered compensa-
tion and relocation options but said that some resi-
dents feel it is not adequate reimbursement for los-
ing homes in an area of prime real estate.  The
$85,000 demolition project has also unearthed sev-
eral ancient temples, statues, and historic buildings,
prompting debate on how best to preserve these
whilst constructing the corridor. — AFP
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