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EU hits Iran with 
sanctions after 
murder plots
THE HAGUE: The EU hit Iran’s intelligence services with
sanctions Tuesday after accusing Tehran of being behind
plots to assassinate regime opponents on Dutch, Danish
and French soil. The move by the 28-nation bloc was
announced as the Dutch government said it believed Iran
was behind the murders of two dissidents in 2015 and 2017.
“Very encouraging that (the) EU has just agreed on new
targeted sanctions against Iran in response to hostile activ-
ities and plots being planned and perpetrated in Europe,
including Denmark,” Danish Prime Minister Lars Lokke
Rasmussen said.

The “EU stands united-such actions are unacceptable
and must have consequences,” he tweeted. Sanctions
include the freezing of funds and other financial assets of
the Iranian intelligence ministry and individuals, officials
said. But Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
pointed the finger at European nations he said were harbor-
ing terrorists. “Accusing Iran does not release Europe from
its responsibility for hosting terrorists,” he said in a tweet.

More sanctions not ruled out
Denmark led efforts for sanctions after allegations that

Tehran tried to kill three Iranian dissidents on Danish soil.
A manhunt related to the alleged plot against three Iranians
suspected of belonging to the Arab Struggle Movement for
the Liberation of Ahvaz (ASMLA) led to the shutdown of
bridges to Sweden, as well as ferries, on September 28.
France last year imposed sanctions on two suspected

Iranian agents and others from Iran’s intelligence and secu-
rity ministry. 

The French security services concluded that the head of
operations at the Iranian intelligence ministry had ordered
a plot to bomb a rally of the People’s Mujahedeen of Iran
(MEK) opposition group in a suburb of Paris in June last
year-which Tehran strongly denied. “When the sanctions
were announced, the Netherlands, together with the United
Kingdom, France, Germany, Denmark and Belgium, met
Iranian authorities,” Dutch Foreign Minister Stef Blok said.

The meeting conveyed “serious concerns regarding
Iran’s probable involvement in these hostile acts on EU ter-
ritory,” Blok said in a letter to parliament in The Hague, also
signed by Interior Minister Kajsa Ollongren. “Iran is
expected to cooperate fully in removing the present con-
cerns and, where necessary, aiding in criminal investiga-
tions,” the letter said.  “If such cooperation is not forthcom-
ing, further sanctions cannot be ruled out,” it added.

Nuclear deal
The EU has previously trodden cautiously on Iran as it

sought to save a beleaguered nuclear deal with Tehran
after the US withdrew last year and imposed new sanc-
tions. US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, who has made
pressure on Iran a top priority, hailed the EU move as “a
clear message that terrorism will not be tolerated.” “The
US strongly supports the new sanctions and stands with
our European allies as we counter this common threat,”
Pompeo tweeted.

But Dutch ministers said that at a meeting with Iranian
officials “it was emphasised that the measures were not
linked” to the Iran nuclear deal. “Nevertheless, Iran will be
held to account for all matters that affect EU and interna-
tional security interests” including the 2015 and 2017
assassinations in the Netherlands, the letter said. Tehran
blames the ASMLA for an attack on a military parade in

the Iranian city of Ahvaz on September 22, when militants
sprayed the crowd with gunfire and killed 24 people. The
MEK, which has a history of attacks inside the Islamic
republic, was considered a terrorist group until 2009 by
European authorities and until 2012 by the United States,
where members of President Donald Trump’s administra-
tion have had close ties with the movement. The MEK-
linked National Council of Resistance of Iran called the EU
sanctions “a positive, necessary but insufficient step” and
called for the bloc to expel all of Tehran’s “agents” on
European soil.

“Three decades of experience show that the mullahs
only understand the language of firmness,” it said in a
statement. Last June, the Netherlands expelled two Iranian
embassy workers in connection with the murders. Tehran at
the time protested the expulsion as an “unfriendly and
destructive move” and threatened to retaliate.—AFP

JERUSALEM:  An Israeli ex-minister charged with
spying for the country’s arch-foe Iran has reached a
plea bargain with prosecutors that will see him serve
11 years in prison, the justice ministry said yesterday.
As part of the agreement, Gonen Segev will plead
guilty to serious espionage and transfer of informa-
tion to the enemy, the ministry said in a statement.
Segev’s lawyers, Eli Zohar and Moshe Mazor, said in
a statement that as part of the deal a charge of trea-
son was dropped.

“Indeed Mr. Segev had contacts with Iranians,
but his motive was not ‘to aid the enemy in time of
war’ - treason. That is why that offence was
removed, inter alia, from the amended indictment.
“The amended charge sheet filed today and the plea
bargain that was reached, returns this case to its
natural and proper proportions,” the Hebrew-lan-
guage statement said. A sentencing hearing was set
for February 11.

Closed-door trial
The trial of Segev, who served as energy and

infrastructure minister from 1995 to 1996, opened
in July but was held behind closed doors in the
Jerusalem district court, with few details of the
accusations publ ic ly released. The original

charges, as published by the justice ministry, were
aiding an enemy in wartime, serious espionage,
attempted serious espionage and passing informa-
tion to the enemy.

The Shin Bet internal security service accused
him in a statement at the time of providing Iran with
“information related to the energy market, security
sites in Israel, buildings and officials in political and
security bodies, and more” while he was living in
Nigeria between 2012 and his arrest at Israel’s Ben
Gurion airport in May 2018.

The Shin Bet said Segev had been in contact with
Iranian embassy officials in Nigeria and later he vis-
ited the Islamic republic for meetings with his intelli-
gence “handlers”. Segev served in the Labour gov-
ernment of prime minister Yitzhak Rabin after
defecting from the far right to cast the decisive vote
in favour of the Oslo II peace agreement with the
Palestinians. He has previously served prison time on
criminal charges.

In 2004, he was charged with trying to smuggle
30,000 ecstasy pills into Israel from the Netherlands
using a diplomatic passport with a falsified expiry
date. The following year, he admitted the charges as
part of a plea bargain. He has also been convicted of
attempted credit card fraud.—AFP
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JERUSALEM:  In this file photo Gonen Segev, center, a former Israeli cabinet minister indicted on suspi-
cion of spying for Iran, is seen in court in Jerusalem.  —AFP

THE HAGUE: Dutch minister of Foreign Affairs Stef Blok stands
as he talks to journalists in the parliament in The Hague. —AFP

Stranded migrants
to disembark in
Malta after EU 
deal reached
VALLETTA: Nearly 50 migrants strand-
ed at sea for weeks aboard two rescue
ships were headed for Malta yesterday
after the island nation reached a deal
with other EU member states, ending a
standoff that rights groups branded
“shameful”. “An ad hoc agreement has
been reached,” Malta Prime Minister
Joseph Muscat told journalists, adding
that the deal also included a decision on
the fate of 249 rescued migrants already
on the island.

The 49 migrants, including a baby and
several children, were rescued by two
boats on December 22 and 29 while
attempting the dangerous Mediterranean
crossing from North Africa to Europe.
But with no country allowing them to
dock, they were left stranded off the
coast of Malta, suffering sea sickness and
dehydration, with some briefly refusing
food and an onboard doctor warning of
psychological stress.

There were ecstatic cheers on board
the Sea-Watch 3 when a crew member
told them “we have a safe port, it’s over”,
according to a video tweeted by the
German NGO Sea Watch International.
The migrants were expected to arrive in
Malta later Wednesday after being trans-
ferred from the Sea-Watch 3 and Dutch-
flagged Albrecht Penck ships to Maltese
coastguard vessels.

Muscat said that of the total of 298
migrants, 176 would be sent to Germany,
France, Portugal, Ireland, Romania,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Italy.
Another 78 will be allowed to stay in
Malta, and 44 Bangladeshi migrants will
be sent back to their country.

‘Not Europe’s finest hour’ 
Those pulled to safety by the two res-

cue ships had been unable to disembark

because of a diplomatic deadlock among
EU member states, despite an appeal by
Pope Francis on Sunday. “The past weeks
have not been Europe’s finest hour... If
human values and solidarity are not
upheld, then it is not Europe,” said EU
migration commissioner Dimitris
Avramopoulos. Amnesty International’s
Southern Europe researcher Elisa De
Pieri said the time taken to reach a deci-
sion on the migrants’ fate was “shameful”.

“The dangerous, unseemly spectacle
of politicians bickering whilst women,
men and children are stranded in a sea of
cruel indifference, must not be repeated,”
she said. “The Italian and Maltese
authorities have brazenly undermined the
search and rescue system and used peo-
ple as pawns to negotiate migration poli-
cies.” Muscat, who has previously com-
plained that his country has to bear an
unfair share of migrant numbers, insisted
Malta had “never closed its ports and it is
still a safe port”.

“We wanted to send a strong political
message that the burden must be shared
because it is a European issue... Every
hour that passed without a solution was
not an hour I was proud of,” he said.

‘Confession of state failure’
Sea Watch International welcomed

that “the EU decided to release their 49
hostages. After 19 days at sea, our guests
will finally reach a safe port.” “This rep-
resents a confession of state failure, poli-
cy must not be made at the expense of
people in distress,” the NGO said. “We
want to express our gratitude to... all
cities, federal states and provinces that
declared their ports open and their will-
ingness to welcome people.” 

But Muscat issued a warning to future
rescuers: “I reiterate, as I did before, that
this case shall not act as a precedent.”
Migrants rescued by ships have fre-
quently been left in limbo since Italy’s
populist anti-immigration government
began turning them away last summer.
Since coming to power more than six
months ago, the Italian government has
also been demanding greater solidarity
from reluctant fellow EU states.—AFP

Dozens of ‘hostages’ 
evacuated from Syria
ALMATY, Kazakhstan: Kazakhstan yesterday said
dozens of its citizens, including children, had been
evacuated from Syria after being held “hostage” in the
country. Hundreds of Kazakhs have left the Muslim-
majority country to join up with militant groups in Syria
since 2011, according to Kazakhstan’s security services.
“On January 6 this year... 47 citizens of Kazakhstan,
including 30 children, were evacuated from Syria,”
Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev said.

“They were deceived into going to this country in
crisis where they were held hostage by terrorists,”
Nazarbayev said. “We will continue to work on the
return of children who (were taken to) a combat zone
against their will,” he added, without providing details
of the operation. In 2014, authorities reacted to an offi-
cial Islamic State (IS) group propaganda video showing
Kazakh child soldiers training by blocking media out-
lets that shared the footage. —AFP


