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NELSON: Veteran Ross Taylor and rising star Henry
Nicholls both smashed centuries as New Zealand beat
Sri Lanka by 115 runs in the third one-day international
in Nelson yesterday to complete a 3-0 series white-
wash. Taylor top-scored with 137, and Nicholls was
unbeaten on 124 off just 80 balls, lifting the hosts to 364
for four after they lost the toss and were sent in to bat.
It was a record ODI score at Nelson’s Saxton Oval,
where the average is just 275, and Sri Lanka never
looked like reaching the mammoth total.

They were all out for 249 in the 42nd over, throwing
away their final four wickets without scoring a run as
the series ended with a whimper. Thisara Perera, who
scored a blistering 140 in the second ODI, was again
the tourists’ standout performer, racing to 80 in 63
balls. With the series already decided, Nicholls and
Taylor used the dead rubber to send a message to New
Zealand selectors ahead of this year’s World Cup.  It
was Nicholls’ maiden ODI ton and the 27-year-old will
hope his strong Test form is finally transferring to the
limited overs format.

Taylor’s 20th ODI century tightened the 34-year-
old’s grip on the New Zealand record he already holds
for one-day centuries. “I’m getting old and hopefully
I’ve got a few more left in me,” he said.

Tail-end collapse 
In his last 11 ODI innings Taylor has scored three

centuries and six half centuries. He came to the crease
with New Zealand struggling at 31 for two but com-
bined with skipper Kane Williamson for a 116-run part-
nership to steady the innings.

When Williamson departed on 55, Taylor and
Nicholls plundered the Sri Lanka attack with an
aggressive 154-run stand. Sri Lanka captain Lasith
Malinga had ousted openers Martin Guptill and Colin
Munro cheaply but was expensive in the long run, leak-
ing 93 runs from his 10 overs.

Sri Lanka’s senior bowlers were all wayward, partic-
ularly at the death, as the tourists conceded 57 runs in
the final three overs. Sri Lanka made a bright start to
the run chase, scoring freely before Tim Southee
trapped Dhananjaya de Silva lbw on 36. 

The run rate then slowed to a crawl when the
tourists lost three wickets for 10 runs to slump to 117
for four, with Niroshan Dickwella and Kusal Mendis
departing within the space of two balls.

Worse was to come after Perera fell to a spectacular
one-handed catch from Guptill, triggering a tail-end
collapse. Dushmantha Chameera went with Sri Lanka
on 249, only for Danushka Gunathilaka, Malinga and
Nuwan Pradeep to all depart without furthering the
score. Sri Lanka, who lost a two-Test series against
New Zealand 1-0, wrap up their tour with a one-off
Twenty20 match against the Black Caps in Auckland on
Friday. — AFP

Tons for Taylor, Nicholls as 
NZ sweep S Lanka ODI series

SYDNEY: Australia’s humbling series defeat to
India left selectors to pick through the rubble yes-
terday as they face tough decisions with two Tests
looming against Sri Lanka and then an Ashes tour
of England.

Their 2-1 capitulation-the first time India has
won a series Down Under in 70 years of trying-
stemmed from batting failures and a bowling
attack that struggled to tame some of the world’s
top players.

The squad to play Sri Lanka in the first Test lat-
er this month in Brisbane is expected to be
announced today, with few standout performances
to offer much encouragement. With the banned
Steve Smith, David Warner and Cameron Bancroft
all missing for the India series, it had opened the
door to a host of fringe Test cricketers including
Aaron Finch, Travis Head, Marnus Labuschagne
and Marcus Harris.

Harris, handed his debut in Adelaide, was the
only one to categorically demand future consider-
ation. Senior players like Usman Khawaja failed to
consistently stand up while the Marsh brothers,
Shaun and Mitchell, again disappointed.

There are also question marks over Mitchell
Starc, long Australia’s main strike bowler but who
didn’t perform as expected. The Australian broad-
sheet lamented a “summer of lost opportunities”
after the curtain came down on a rain-affected
Sydney Test, where Australia was forced to follow
on at home for the first time in 30 years.

Despite the doom and gloom, skipper Tim Paine
said selectors’ options were limited, with few peo-
ple knocking on the door. “In an ideal world, yes
(there would be more players coming through), but
that’s nothing we as a playing group can control,”
he said. “All we can control is how hard we are
working. We’ve said numerous times we are trying
our absolute backsides off. We’ve got what we’ve
got and our playing group are working as hard as
we can to improve.”

Paine and coach Justin Langer have often spo-
ken of the need to pick and stick to try and build a
settled team, but the pressure is mounting. Names
being touted in the media as possible contenders
include Matthew Wade, Joe Burns, Matt Renshaw
and even Bancroft, who has only just returned from
his ball-tampering ban.

There has also been a push by several former
top players to hand allrounder Marcus Stoinis a
chance. Paine insisted there has been something to
gain from the loss to India. “It’s the experience at
this level that those guys have got now that they
wouldn’t have got,” he said. 

“If we get to the Ashes and Marcus, Travis and
Marnus are playing they understand now the pres-
sure and magnitude of the situation on them. “You
don’t experience that anywhere but when you walk
out in Test cricket. For them to have the experi-
ence they now go away, train and know what to
expect and know where they need to improve.”
Former England captain Mike Atherton, writing in
The Australian, laid much of the blame for the bat-
ting woes on a degrading of the importance of the
four-day domestic Sheffield Shield competition,
once the envy of the world.—AFP

Rattled Australia
pick through rubble
of ‘lost summer’
against India

NELSON: New Zealand’s players pose for a photo after winning the ODI series against Sri Lanka after their third
ODI cricket match at Saxton Field in Nelson yesterday. —AFP

Beat Sri Lanka by 115 runs to complete a 3-0 series whitewash

SCOREBOARD

New Zealand
M. Guptill c Mendis b Malinga 2
C. Munro b Malinga 21
K. Williamson c de Silva b Sandakan 55
R. Taylor c de Silva b Malinga 137
H. Nicholls not out 124
J. Neesham not out 12
Extras: (b1, lb5, nb1, w6) 13
Total: (for 4 wickets; 50 overs) 364
Fall of wickets: 1-16 (Guptill), 2-31 (Munro), 3-147 (Williamson), 4-
301 (Taylor)
Bowling: Malinga 10-1-93-3 (1w), Chameera 8-0-55-0, Pradeep 9-
1-77-0 (5w, 1nb), Perera 2-0-8-0, Sandakan 10-0-54-1, Shanaka 6-
0-36-0, de Silva 5-0-35-0.

Sri Lanka
N. Dickwella c Ferguson b Neesham 46
D. de Silva lbw Southee 36
K. Perera c Seifert b Ferguson 43
K. Mendis run out (Williamson/Seifert) 0
D. Shanaka lbw Sodhi 2
T. Perera c Guptill b Ferguson 80
M. Gunathilaka b Ferguson 31
P. Chameera c Southee b Ferguson 1
L. Malinga stumped (Seifert/Sodhi) 0 
L. Sandakan not out 0
N. Pradeep b Sodhi 0
Extras: (lb4, w7) 10
Total: (all out; 41.4 overs) 249
Fall of wickets: 1-66 (de Silva), 2-107 (Dickwella), 3-107 (K.
Mendis), 4-117 (Shanaka), 5-143 (M. Perera), 6-244 (T. Perera), 7-
249 (Chameera), 8-249 (Gunathilaka), 9-249 (Malinga), 10-249
(Pradeep) 
Bowling: Southee 7-0-46-1 (4w), Henry 8-0-62-0 (2w), Ferguson
8-0-40-0 (1w), Neesham 5-0-34-1, Williamson 5-0-24-0, Sodhi
8.4-0-40-3.
Result: New Zealand win by 115 runs
Series: New Zealand 3-0

Completed scoreboard in the third and final one-day interna-
tional between New Zealand and Sri Lanka in Nelson yesterday:

NEW DELHI: India yesterday awarded cash
bonuses of up to $85,000 for Virat Kohli and his
players who secured a historic first Test series tri-
umph in Australia.

India clinched the four-match series 2-1 in
Sydney on Monday, sparking national celebra-
tions. The Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) congratulated the team and announced a
bonus of $21,400 per match for each player while
the reserves will get $10,700 per match. That
means that Kohli and others who took part in all
four Tests will get more than $85,000, doubling
their match fees. Coach Ravi Shastri and his assis-
tants will get $35,650 each. The BCCI routinely
gives bonuses for multi-nation tournaments like
the World Cup or Champions Trophy but extra
payments for a bilateral series is rare. — AFP

Cash bonuses for 
India heroes 

NEW DELHI: The Indian Premier League will be
held in India, the cricket board said yesterday,
quelling speculation that the Twenty20 extravaganza
could be held elsewhere owing to a clash with a gen-
eral election.

The money-spinning competition that lasts two
months would be held from March 23 with a detailed
schedule to be announced later, the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI) said. The announcement
comes amid widespread reports that the IPL could be
moved out of the country due to security concerns as
India is to hold general elections by May. “Based on

preliminary discussions with the appropriate central
and state authorities, it was decided that the 12th edi-
tion of the world’s most popular and competitive T20
tournament will be played in India,” BCCI said in a
statement.

In 2014 when the country last held national polls,
the UAE hosted the first two weeks of the IPL. The
entire 2009 edition took place in South Africa, again
to avoid a clash with elections. State governments
say providing security for the IPL is a challenge at a
time when they are preoccupied with election duty in
the country of 1.25 billion people.

Top international stars, huge pay cheques and
Bollywood stars have made the IPL the biggest
franchise-based Twenty20 competi t ion in  the
world. Last month, little-known Indian mystery
spinner Varun Chakravarthy hit the jackpot at the
IPL auction, being snared for $1.2 million by Kings
XI Punjab. —AFP

IPL 2019 to be 
held in India 

NEW DELHI: While Virat Kohli’s historic success in
Australia has been greeted with jubilation in India, it has
also sparked a feverish debate: is he even better than the
nation’s cricket god Sachin Tendulkar?

Kohli, the world’s top-ranked batsman in all three for-
mats of the game, on Monday led India to their first-ever
Test series win in Australia, after seven decades of trying.
Already known as “King Kohli” before the tour, there are
those who say the Indian captain deserves promotion.

But his Test teammates Hardik Pandya and Lokesh
Rahul were mercilessly trolled on Indian social media after
saying on a TV chat show that Kohli was a better batsman
than Tendulkar. The pair were blasted for being “pathetic”
and “cringeworthy” by Twitter users in a mass tirade.
While Tendulkar has maintained a god-like status in the
Indian public’s eye since his retirement in 2013, he never
managed to guide India to a Test series win in Australia.
Kohli, 30, was born a year before Tendulkar made his India
debut in 1989. He is the run machine of modern cricket
with more 19,000 runs in Test, one-day and T20 games. He
last year became the fastest to reach 10,000 runs in 50-
over internationals-beating Tendulkar’s record.

Kohli’s biographer Vijay Lokapally said there should
not be a comparison between players of different genera-
tions, but hailed Kohli’s achievements. “As a captain he sets
an example with his fitness, his batting and his leadership,”

Lokapally told AFP. “His batting is absolutely top class. He
doesn’t need a certificate from anyone. And there is no
better person to lead the Indian team in any format.” He
added: “As far as comparisons go, I think it’s unfair to dis-
regard the efforts of former players like Vijay Hazare or
Sunil Gavaskar and compare eras.

“Gavaskar was a star of his times, Tendulkar ruled his
era and Kohli is the new generation star. So they are all
champions in their own place.”  Pandya and Rahul set off
hostilities with Tendulkar fans in their off-the-cuff com-
ments on Indian television aired Sunday.

Tendulkar had been named as the best batsmen by a
string of luminaries including Don Bradman, Viv Richards
and Sunil Gavaskar, one Twitter user noted in response.
“Every true cricket fan knows who is best!”

Few doubt however that Kohli has given the world’s
number one Test nation an even stronger dominance by
completing the 2-1 series win in Australia. World Cup-win-
ning Kohli rated the triumph his “best achievement” so far,
and Indian papers hailed the captain for his “Thunder
Down Under”.

The Times of India newspaper headlined its report “The
Reign Men”, while the Hindustan Times said “This win will
make India invincible”, headlining the opinion of their
columnist Ian Chappell. Even Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Imran Khan congratulated India on their historic achieve-
ment.  “Congratulations to Virat Kohli and the Indian crick-
et team for the first ever win by a subcontinent team in a
Test series in Australia,” the former cricketer wrote on his
party’s Twitter account. India coach Ravi Shastri said
Kohli’s leadership skills had “made all the difference” but
sought to shoot down all references to deities. “This is not
a team of gods and demigods, seniors or juniors. This is an
Indian cricket team that will readily jump off a cliff to win a
match for the country,” said Shastri. — AFP

SYDNEY: India’s captain Virat Kohli (C) applauds as the India team celebrates their series win on the fifth day of
the fourth and final cricket Test against Australia at the Sydney Cricket Ground in Sydney on Monday. — AFP

Qatar’s beIN pulls 
plug on Egyptian 
cable network
DOHA: Qatar broadcasting giant beIN said yesterday
it will stop broadcasting programmes on its only
cable network in Egypt, CNE, a move that could
affect hundreds of thousands of viewers.

The move comes amid a 19-month diplomatic
regional crisis between Qatar and regional powers
including Egypt, which has also seen the Doha-based
sports broadcaster pitted on the frontline during the
dispute.

“BeIN SPORTS announces that after lengthy
negotiations and having tirelessly tried to agree rea-
sonable commercial terms with Cable Network Egypt
(CNE) — including acting in considerable good faith
by granting the network multiple extensions to con-
clude the renewal process-CNE steadfastly refuses to
agree such terms,” said beIN in a statement.

“As such we are unable to provide our services on
CNE as of January 8th, 2019 until such time that CNE
agrees reasonable terms.” BeIN provided several
sports via CNE including English Premier League
football games, Champions League, major tennis
tournaments, NBA and Formula One.

It is thought up to as many as 300,000 viewers
used the service. One source said talks on new com-
mercial terms had been ongoing for two months.
Since June 2017, a group of countries including Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt
have led a political and economic boycott of Qatar.

The countries accuse Doha of supporting “terror-
ist groups”, including the Muslim Brotherhood,
which the current leadership in Egypt deposed, and
of seeking improved relations with Saudi’s arch
regional rival Iran.

During the dispute beIN has launched a $1-billion
compensation claim against Saudi broadcasters who
it accuses of playing a central part in a vast piracy
operation by illegally showing hundreds of live sports
programmes.

Last January, an Egyptian court imposed a $22-
million fine on beIN for “violating anti-trust regula-
tions”.  BeIN’s CEO Nasser al-Khelaifi, who is also
president of Paris Saint-Germain football club, was
also fined 400 million Egyptian pounds as part of
the ruling. — AFP

India asks ‘Is 
King Kohli better 
than Tendulkar?’


