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Karlsson breaks San Jose Sharks’ 
point-streak record in win over Kings

25

Gaudreau scores twice to lift Flames past Blackhawks
SAN JOSE: Erik Karlsson had three assists to extend
his point streak to 13 games and set a franchise record
for the San Jose Sharks in a 3-1 win against the visiting
Los Angeles Kings on Monday. Joonas Donskoi, Tomas
Hertl and Joe Thornton scored for the Sharks, who have
won five of six. Martin Jones made 22 saves and also
assisted on Hertl’s goal, improving to 11-3-3 in his
career against Los Angeles, his first NHL team.
Karlsson became the first NHL defenseman since Phil
Housley of the Winnipeg Jets in 1992-93 to record at
least one assist in 13 consecutive games. He broke the
franchise’s record for longest point streak, which had
been held by Rob Gaudreau (1992-93) and Jonathan
Cheechoo (2005-06). Anze Kopitar scored for the
Kings, and Jack Campbell made 26 saves.

WILD 1, CANADIENS 0
Minnesota’s Devan Dubnyk made 32 saves for his first

shutout of the season while continuing a dominant career
run against host Montreal. Dubnyk improved to 9-1-1 with
a 1.90 goals against average in 11 career games against the
Canadiens, with two shutouts. Mikael Granlund scored the
game’s only goal, breaking the deadlock at 6:58 of the
third period. Canadiens goalie Carey Price nearly matched
Dubnyk, stopping 24 of 25 shots.

PREDATORS 4, MAPLE LEAFS 0
Mattias Ekholm, P.K. Subban, Colton Sissons and

Kevin Fiala each scored a goal, Pekka Rinne earned his
third shutout this season, and Nashville won at Toronto.

Fiala, Ekholm and Sissons each added an assist. Rinne
stopped 18 shots in picking up his 54th career shutout
as the Predators won their second game in a row and
the fourth in five games after losing five straight.
Toronto has lost three of four games since winning five
in a row. The Maple Leafs were shut out for the second
time in their past four home games. They lost 4-0 to the
New York Islanders on Dec. 29.

BLUES 3, FLYERS 0
St. Louis goaltender Jordan Binnington was terrific

in his first career NHL start, stopping all 25 shots while
sending host Philadelphia to its seventh consecutive
loss. Binnington was recently recalled from the San
Antonio Rampage of the AHL. Brayden Schenn,
Vladimir Tarasenko and David Perron each scored a
goal for the Blues. Ryan O’Reilly had two assists for St.
Louis, which had dropped three of four heading into
the game.

FLAMES 4, BLACKHAWKS 3
Johnny Gaudreau scored twice and Sean Monahan

netted one goal and one assist to boost Calgary to a
victory at Chicago. Flames goalie David Rittich made
32 saves. Western Conference-leading Calgary is on 4-
1-0 run entering a five-game homestand, and Gaudreau
has collected 13 points in a five-game, goal-scoring
streak. Patrick Kane had a goal and an assist for the
Blackhawks. He has collected nine goals and 10 assists
in his past 11 games.— Reuters

MELBOURNE: Bernard Tomic won his first competi-
tive outing of the season yesterday, beating American
Jack Sock in a pre-Australian Open tune-up that will
also see him take on fellow livewire Australian Nick
Kyrgios.

In the opening match of the Kooyong Classic in
Melbourne, 83rd-ranked Tomic-who bounced back
after on-and-off court issues to win his first ATP title
since 2015 at Chengdu in September-overcame Sock
in three tight sets.

After winning 5-7, 6-4, 10-6, Tomic is looking
ahead to his clash today against Kyrgios, who has also
been struggling with form and motivation. The pair
have never played on the ATP Tour. “Nick and I have
played many many times in practice, we’re good
friends. This will be our last opportunity to practise
because in five days it’s the Australian Open,” Tomic
said after putting in what he termed a decent perform-
ance against the 106th-ranked Sock.

The formerly troubled Tomic, who failed to qualify
a year ago for the Open when he was ranked 142nd
and apparently fed up with tennis, now seems to have
settled down. The same may not apply to Kyrgios, who
finished his season in October through an elbow
injury. He has spent recent months at home in
Canberra, playing basketball and doing charity work
while speaking with mental health professionals in
hopes of regaining the competitive spirit which once
took him to 13th in the world.

On Monday, he played in a Fast4 exhibition event in
Sydney along with Rafael Nadal. “I’m looking forward
to playing Nick, for practice it’s unbelievable. I’ve had
some stuff I’ve had to work on during the last couple
of weeks,” Tomic said.

“Tomorrow’s my last chance to do that-hopefully
Nick will take it (match) seriously.” Sock, who was
ranked eighth in the world last January prior to a col-
lapse in form, lost to Tomic on a drop shot gone
wrong. “I landed 24 hours ago so I didn’t have a lot of
expectations,” he said. “It’s the first outdoor match for
me in a long time. “Last season’s singles was absolute-
ly terrible, in doubles I had some fun. “But that’s 2018,
it’s 2019 now. I’m not stressing about it a lot. I know
how well I can play and what I can get back to. I don’t
care what (ranking) number is in front of my name.”

Serb Janko Tipsarevic, meanwhile, returned to ten-
nis after 15 months away following hamstring surgery,
celebrating by beating Australian Jason Kubler 6-,4 3-
6, 12-10. “I’m 90 percent pain-free,” the 35-year-old
Tipsarevic said. “But I’m lacking that spring in my step
which only comes from matches.”

In the women’s draw, American teenager Amanda
Anisimova fell victim to a leg injury, retiring to hand
Britain’s Katie Boulter a 6-4 win. —AFP

Tomic warms up
for Kyrgios clash,
Slam with
season-opening win

SYDNEY: Defending champion Angelique Kerber cruised
into the Sydney International third round yesterday as she
targets back-to-back titles, while world number five
Sloane Stephens narrowly avoided a shock loss.

The second seeded German was made to work hard in
the opening set against Italy’s Camila Giorgi, but took
control in the second to ease through 7-6 (7/3), 6-2. “It’s
always tough to play Camila, the way she is hitting the ball.
Her second serve is like her first serve,” said world number
two Kerber, who had a first round bye and is now into the
third round.

“It’s never easy to play your first tournament match but
I am happy to be through. Hopefully I can go back-to-
back, but there’s still a long way to go.” America’s
Stephens battled back from the brink of a defeat to beat
72nd-ranked qualifier Ekaterina Alexandrova in their first
round clash.

Less than a week before the Australian Open-the sea-
son’s first Grand Slam-she was on the ropes with
Alexandrova winning the first set to love and serving for
the match in the second set. But Stephens somehow rallied
to win 0-6, 7-6 (7/3), 7-6 (7/3).

“I was, like, it’s not going to get any worse than this,”
Stephens said of the first set. “So it was like I might as well
just play. “Obviously she was playing well. Sometimes
when you play a player that’s just playing like that, there is
not much you can do.”

Earlier, two-time Wimbledon champion Petra Kvitova
avenged her US Open defeat to in-form Aryna Sabalenka.
The Czech, who slumped to 29 in the world after being
attacked in her home by a knife-wielding man in 2016, has
battled back to number eight and was encouraged by her
6-1, 7-5 win over the Belarusian.

Sabalenka is a form player, racing to number 11 in the
world after a stellar 2018 and starting the year by winning
the Shenzhen Open. “She was definitely (finishing strong-
ly). She came from Shenzhen (last week) where she won
the tournament so I knew it would be a tough match,” said
Kvitova.

“Unfortunately I lost (to her) at the US Open but I’m
happy with my performance here in the first round.”
Kvitova, who is aiming for her second Sydney title after
lifting the trophy in 2015, belted 28 winners to Sabalenka’s
11 and won an incredible 85 percent of her first-serve
points.

There was no such joy for 2017 French Open winner
Jelena Ostapenko, whose poor form continued in a 6-3, 6-
3 defeat to Australia’s Ash Barty, who is rewarded with a
second-round clash against world number one Simona
Halep. After picking up a thigh injury at the Hopman Cup,
Garbine Muguruza-another major winner-safely negotiat-
ed her first-round encounter with fellow Spaniard Carla
Suarez Navarro 6-3, 6-4.

She later pulled out of the tournament, citing an
unspecified illness, giving her next opponent Kiki Bertens
a walkover into the third round. Last year Muguruza was
the top seed and world number two, but 12 months on she
is unseeded and down to 18.

In the men’s draw Australian teenager Alex De Minaur,
a finalist last year, continued his preparations for the
Australian Open with a 6-4 6-3 win over Dusan Lajovic.
Towering Americans Sam Querrey and Reilly Opelka are
also through to the next round. — AFP

MONTREAL:  Goaltender Carey Price #31 makes a pad save on Jordan Greenway #18 of the Minnesota Wild
with Victor Mete #53 of the Montreal Canadiens defending during the NHL game at the Bell Centre on Monday
in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. — AFP

Kerber through as 
Stephens avoids 
shock loss in Sydney

WELLINGTON: Four-time champion David
Ferrer cruised through the opening round of the
Auckland Classic yesterday but South Korea’s
Chung Hyeon suffered a stunning loss to local
underdog Rubin “Jose” Statham.

Ferrer, 36, has retired from Grand Slams but
the former world number three is making a few
appearances at his favourite ATP tournaments in
2019, with Auckland first on the list. The
Spaniard brushed aside Dutchman Robin Haase
6-2, 6-1 to ease into the second round and must
be regarded as a real chance of winning a record
fifth title in this year’s depleted Auckland field.

Defending champion Roberto Bautista Agut
has pulled out of the event along with Tomas
Berdych and Gael Monfils, leaving top seeded
American John Isner as the main drawcard.
Ferrer said it felt special to contest a tournament
that had meant a lot to him over the years.

“It’s very exciting because it’s the last one,” he
said. “The support of the people for me, it’s very
nice to play one more time again. “These are
going to be my last tournaments and I want to
finish as late in them as possible.”

Ferrer may have a rival as the Auckland
crowd’s sentimental favourite if Statham can
maintain the form that saw him shock Chung. A
31-year-old journeyman ranked 310 the world,
Statham is only in the tournament because
organisers threw him a late wildcard due to the
high number of player withdrawals.

He was expected to be cannon fodder for
Chung, the  wor ld  number  25 , who beat
Novak Djokovic on the way to the semi-finals
of last year’s Australian Open. But he came
back from 5-1 down in the opening set to win
7-5, 6-3, rating it the biggest singles victory
of his career.—AFP

MELBOURNE: Will Serena Williams make a triumphant
return to the scene of her last Grand Slam win, can
Caroline Wozniacki defend her crown or is Naomi Osaka
capable of back-to-back majors?

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI 
The Dane finally broke her Grand Slam hoodoo in

Melbourne 12 months ago after 12 years of trying, and is
determined to prove she remains a force at the top level
after dropping the bombshell that she is suffering from
rheumatoid arthritis. Wozniacki, 28, says the debilitating
auto-immune condition is so bad that on some days “I
wake up and can’t lift my hands over my head”. The shock
diagnosis came after Wozniacki had returned to number
one and taken her WTA tour title tally to 30 with victories
not only in Melbourne, but also Eastbourne and Beijing.
She arrives ranked three believing she can control her
condition. “I’ve been feeling well. I’ve learned to cope
after matches.”

SIMONA HALEP  
The Romanian bounced back from losing to Wozniacki

in an epic Melbourne final 12 months ago to claim her
own maiden Slam at Roland Garros and climb back to
number one despite a nagging back injury that forced the
27-year-old to miss the WTA Finals in Singapore. Top-
seeded Halep is without a coach after long-time
Australian mentor Darren Cahill stepped down for family
reasons, and described 2018 as “very emotional” but
insisted it had made her mentally stronger. “When you
have a target on your back it’s not easy because every-
one wants to play their best against you and beat you,”
she said. “But being number one is something you should
embrace and be proud of.”

ANGELIQUE KERBER 
The Wimbledon champion and world number two will

turn 31 on January 18 and is tipped to unveil a more
aggressive approach under new coach Rainer Schuttler,
who reached the Australian Open final in 2003 where he
lost to Andre Agassi. Schuttler will add more “daring” to
the 2016 Australian Open champion’s game, said the
German Tennis Association’s Barbara Rittner, who helped

develop Kerber as a teenager. “In general, it’s about her
offensive game,” Rittner told Deutsche Welle of the
three-time Grand Slam champion who lost an agonising,
breathless semi-final 9-7 in the final set to Halep in
Melbourne last year. “She is unbelievably good with the
volley-in this more aggressive, more daring game. I’m
sure they’ll work on it.” 

NAOMI OSAKA 
The popular 21-year-old’s US Open triumph was over-

shadowed by Serena Williams’ tantrum in the final at
Flushing Meadows but Osaka has the opportunity in
Melbourne to demonstrate she can withstand the spotlight
of being the new standard bearer for tennis in Japan, Asia
and the next generation of women. She arrives as second
favourite with the bookies behind Williams, and seems
unfazed both by her stratospheric rise and by the prospect
of the huge support she could receive at the Australian
Open, often dubbed the Asia-Pacific Grand Slam. “I never
feel pressure to perform. I enjoy Grand Slams the most,”
she said. “There is a certain degree of pressure, but it’s
from myself.”

SERENA WILLIAMS
Despite being ranked outside the top 10, few would be

brave enough to count Williams out of the equation as she
aims to equal Margaret Court’s all-time record of 24
Grand Slam singles titles.— AFP
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SYDNEY: Angelique Kerber from Germany plays a shot to
Camila Giorgi from Italy during their women’s second
round match at the Sydney International tennis tourna-
ment in Sydney yesterday. — AFP
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