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Ridvan Ayhan, a 58-year-old activist who fights against the Ilisi hydroelectric dam
project, looks at the “new Hasankeyf” which is seen on the other side of Tigris river.

Peter Farrelly, foreground, accepting the award for best comedy film for ‘Green Book’ during the 76th Annual Golden Globe
Awards. — AP

Bradley Cooper, Sam Elliott and Lady Gaga attend Sam Elliott’s
hand and footprint ceremony at TCL Chinese Theatre.

Actor Sam Elliot left his prints in the block of cement at his
Hand and Footprints ceremony. — AFP photos

Kevin Hart

Ridvan Ayhan, a 58-year-old activist who fights against the Ilisi hydroelectric dam
project, walks at a historical site in Hasankeyf.

Trucks are seen on the banks of the Tigris river.

From the ancient citadel overlooking the valley,
Ridvan Ayhan looks at the Tigris with a furrowed
brow. The river that supported his family’s town for

generations will soon destroy it. “My grandchildren will
not see where I grew up, where I lived. They will ask me,
‘Grandpa, where do you come from? Where did you
live?’ What will I do? Show them the lake?” asks Ayhan,
readjusting the scarf over his face. The small town of
Hasankeyf, in Turkey’s Kurdish-majority southeast, inhab-
ited for 12,000 years, is doomed to disappear in the com-
ing months. 

An artificial lake, part of the Ilisu hydroelectric dam
project, will swallow it up. The dam, which will be
Turkey’s second largest, has been built further down-
stream the Tigris. Ilisu is a central element of the
Southeastern Anatolia Project (GAP), a land development
plan to boost the economy of the long-neglected region,
through hydroelectric energy and irrigation. Confronted
with the imminent flooding of their town and a hundred
villages, the 3,000 habitants of Hasankeyf are divided.
While some are angry at the sacrifice being imposed on
them, others are impatient for the economic benefits
promised by Ankara.

Moving the mosque 
Ayhan, who is retired, is steadfast in his opposition.

He dedicates all his time and energy to fighting against
the dam as part of the “Keep Hasankeyf Alive” collec-
tive, which brings together campaigning groups and
locally elected representatives. Assyrians, Romans,
Seljuks... the empires that washed over this region have
left an exceptional heritage, not least the thousands of
caves that were inhabited as recently as the 1970s and
are a major tourist draw.

“There is such history here,” says Ayhan. “Every time
you dig, you come across something from a different
civilisation. Destroying Hasankeyf is to commit a major
crime.” But the Turkish government dismisses the criti-
cism, arguing that everything has been done to save the
monuments. In one lengthy operation last August, the
1,600-tonne Artuklu Hamam bath house was loaded onto
a wheeled platform and moved down a specially con-
structed road to its new home.

Workers also recently moved the remnants of a 14th-
century Ayyubid mosque, transporting it three kilometers
(1.8 miles) to a site that will become a “cultural park”.
Such relocation operations have transformed Hasankeyf
into a construction site.

Busloads of tourists have been replaced by swarms of
dump trucks and a crane that sits at the town’s entrance.
In what is left of the old bazaar, the butcher, Zeki, sits

among the morose-looking traders. “There are no more
tourists,” he laments. “Who would like to come to see
this? Every step you take you’re liable to fall into a hole
in the ground,” he says.

‘Diving into Hasankeyf!’ 
Not everyone is unhappy.  Former shepherd Ahmet

Akdeniz prefers to look to the future. He presides over
the Hasankeyf cultural association dedicated to promot-
ing what the town has to offer and he cannot wait “to
finally start (his) new life”. During the inauguration of the
Ilisu construction site in 2006, President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, then prime minister, promised the dam would
bring “the greatest benefit” to local people.

Part of this promise involves building a “new

Hasankeyf” on the other side of the river, with spacious
flats and an ultra-modern hospital. But the construction
work drags on. Currently it is a succession of small build-
ings separated by muddy roads, most of them unpaved.
Akdeniz, originally scheduled to move in December, now
thinks it will be summer at the earliest. “Look how we live
today,” he says, pointing to the cracked walls of his 45-
square-metre (484-square-foot) house.

Heated by just a wood stove, he lives there with six
family members. “All we want is to live with dignity,” he
says. Akdeniz is also convinced that the dam will boost
tourism, thanks to the renovation of the citadel and some
caves escaping the rising waters. “There will be boats, a
cable car. We will have hotels,” he says. “Some of our
young people are already starting to learn to dive. Diving
into Hasankeyf, can you imagine?”

Life in suspense 
Engineers are still awaiting the green light from

Erdogan to close a third floodgate and complete the
retention of the water, a process launched last summer.
After that, a three-month countdown will begin for
Hasankeyf before it disappears beneath the Tigris.

Contacted by AFP, the DSI organization responsible for
Turkey’s dams declined to give a planned date for com-
pletion. Turkish media report that it will be finished this
year.But the project has already had a considerable
impact on residents, says Suleyman Agalday, owner of a
small, makeshift cafe.

Delays and financial issues have plagued the dam’s
construction-a project first conceived in the 1960s-

”causing a lot of uncertainty in our life”, he says. In 1981,
Hasankeyf was classified as a special conservation zone
with a ban on construction that kept investors away.  That
lack of investment meant fewer jobs and many residents
chose to move away for work or larger homes. A few
weeks ago, Agalday went to the neighboring province of
Sanliurfa to see Halfeti village, submerged for 20 years
because of a dam on the Euphrates. “There I saw what
my future would look like and it hurt me,” he says. “I sat
down in a corner and cried.” — AFP

Turkey’s 12,000-year-old town about to be engulfed

Do Golden Globe
wins translate into
Oscars? Not so much

With the Golden Globes done and dusted, Hollywood
moves swiftly along to the crown-jewel of its award
season: the Oscars. Members of the Academy of

Motion Picture Arts and Sciences began voting Monday and
their nominations will be revealed in two weeks’ time. But
are the Globes really a good predictor of the Oscars, as
common wisdom holds? Not so much, say experts. To be
sure, there is expected to be some overlap. Many of Sunday
night’s winners and even some of the nominees could feature
at the Oscars in late February, including the likes of
“Bohemian Rhapsody,” “Green Book,” “Roma,” “A Star Is
Born,” “Vice,” “Black Panther,” and “BlacKkKlansman.” “It’s
reasonable to bet that plenty of Oscar voters still have a
stack of screeners sitting on the coffee table as you read
this,” film critic Alissa Wilkinson told Vox. 

“So while they’ve probably watched the favorites by now,
a Golden Globes win for an underdog might push a voter to
give the film a look before submitting their ballot,” she con-
cluded. Such could be the case, for example, for “Bohemian
Rhapsody,” the commercially successful but critically
panned Freddie Mercury biopic that won best drama at the
Globes-its marquee award.  Or civil rights dramedy “Green
Book,” which picked up awards for best comedy movie, best
supporting actor in Mahershala Ali and best screenplay.
“There is no better marketing hook for films that have been
in the marketplace for many weeks than a major win at the
Globes,” said Paul Dergarabedian, an analyst for industry
tracker Comscore.

Overall, though, the numbers are emphatic: the Golden
Globes aren’t a reliable predictor for the Oscars, cinema’s
most coveted prize. “It would be foolish to bet big on a per-
fect alignment of the winners since historically its usually a
crap shoot,” said Dergarabedian. “The predictive power of
forecasting a winner here isn’t really what these awards are

for,” adds Walter Hickey, a data journalist for Insider.
According to his analysis, historically the Golden Globes

have had about a fifty percent success rate in predicting the
Oscar’s best picture. The numbers are a bit better at picking
actors and actresses, though not stunningly. A major reason
is that, while the Golden Globes gives out two best picture
awards-one for drama and the other for musical or comedy-
the Oscar’s has just one.

Preferential voting system 
For Sasha Stone, founder of the Awards Daily website

which has reported on ceremonies for the past 20 years, it all
boils down to probabilities. “We do not know what the even-
tual outcome will be in this very unpredictable race,” she
says. Last year, for example, “Three Billboards Outside
Ebbing, Missouri” won best drama at the Globes while “The
Shape of Water” took home the best-picture Oscar. The
year before, the Golden Globes gong went to “The
Revenant” while the Academy Award went to “Spotlight.”
For experts, a major factor is that the Golden Globes jury
isn’t made up of cinema professionals. 

Instead, it consists of just under a hundred members of
the Hollywood Foreign Press Association, who have an
inherently different view of the profession. And they are
more pliable to favors offered by studios, according to their
detractors. The Oscars, on the other hand, depend on mem-
bers of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences,
who represent all areas of the film industry. This year they
are 7,902 people voting in 24 categories. For the most part,
they vote within their own categories —  directors vote on
best director, costume designers vote on best costume, and
so on.

Best picture is the lone exception. In 2009, the process
was changed to a preferential voting system to ensure the
film with the broadest support wins-not necessarily the
movie that the majority of voters put as their top one.
“Otherwise, you might end up with a movie that, say, 25 per-
cent of the people love and the rest can’t stand,” said Ric
Robertson, who was the motion picture academy’s chief
operating officer in 2009 when the best picture field was
expanded from five to 10 nominees. — AFP

Sam Elliott honored at
Hollywood ceremony as
Lady Gaga lends support

Veteran actor Sam Elliott imprinted his hands and feet
in cement on Hollywood Boulevard on Monday, as “A
Star is Born” co-stars Lady Gaga and Bradley

Cooper shook off Golden Globes disappointment to join in
honoring the 74-year-old’s long career. Known for his lanky
physique, thick mustache and languid drawl, Elliott reflected
on his life’s work and the joy of acting, telling reporters: “The
people you work with, the community... and feeling like
you’re doing something that makes a difference to some-
body” made it all worthwhile. “A Star is Born” may have
struck out at the Golden Globes the night before, picking up

just one trophy for best song, but Lady Gaga and Bradley
Cooper were all smiles as they came to show their support
for Elliott, who plays Cooper’s elder brother in the film. 

Dressed in a striking sky-blue trench coat, Gaga, 32,
shared an Instagram story as she received a kiss on her fore-
head from Elliott. “So excited to be here for Sam Elliott’s
hand & footprint ceremony,” she wrote, adding a series of
heart emojis. The trio later shared a heart-warming embrace,
as Cooper hailed the “iconic mark” Elliott had on films.

Elliott got his start with minor roles in late 60s Westerns
such as “The Way West” (1967) and “Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid,” but it wasn’t until the 1980s that his career
took off in a big way  in the “Mask” and “Road House.” He
received the first of his two Golden Globe nomination for TV
film “Conagher,” where he played the titular role and starred
alongside his wife Katharine Ross. —AFP

Kevin Hart, who stepped down as host
of the Oscars following criticism
over past anti-gay tweets, said he is

evaluating his decision after popular
comedian Ellen DeGeneres revealed she
supported him in the role. In an interview
on “The Ellen DeGeneres Show,” released
on Friday, DeGeneres said she recently
called the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences to advocate for Hart.

DeGeneres, who is openly gay and
hosted the Oscars in 2007 and 2014, said
the Academy, which organizes the cere-
mony, had responded that they would be
“thrilled” to have him host the Feb 24
awards. “We want him to host, whatever
we can do, we’d be thrilled,” she quoted
Academy officials as telling her. The
Academy on Friday did not return a
request for comment. “When I leave here

I promise you I’m evaluating this conver-
sation,” Hart, known for “Ride Along” and
other films, told DeGeneres in the inter-
view, which was taped on Thursday. Just
hours earlier, Hart had told Hollywood
trade publication Variety that he would
not reconsider. “Would I ever do it? No,
it’s done,” Hart said.

In December, Hart said he was step-
ping down from hosting the Oscars and
wanted to “sincerely apologize to the
LGBT community for my insensitive
words from my past.” With less than two
months before the ceremony, the most
prestigious awards in the movie business,
the Academy has not announced a
replacement.—Reuters

Kevin Hart re-considering Oscars
hosting role after DeGeneres backing

One of last residents of historical caves overlooking the
Hasankeyf valley sits at his house in Hasankeyf, in Turkey’s
Kurdish-majority southeast.

Tourists stand next to the Tigris river near Hasankeyf. A shop owner checks his phone in Hasankeyf. — AFP photos


